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ADVERTISEMENT. 


With  the  fame  freedom  that  Mr.  Caftera  has 
adopted,  according  to  his  own  candid  avowal,  great 
parts  of  this  work  into  his,  the  Author  has  care- 
fully availed  himfelf,  in  this  fourth  impreflion  of 
the  Life  of  Catharine  II.  of  all  the  freih  materials 
which  that  Gentleman  has  inferted  in  his  new 
edition. 

It  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  flupendous  event  of 
the  french  revolution,  that  the  private  papers  of 
the  feveral  ambafiadors  from  that  country  at  the 
court  of  St.  Peterfburg,  and  who  played  fuch  di- 
ftinguifhed  parts  in  all  its  tranfadions,  have  been 
brought  to  light.  ' 

The  fecret  correfpondence  of  the  marquis  de 
la  Chetardie,  M.  Champeaux,  M.  de  i'Hopital, 
le  comte  de  Breteuil,  de  Beauflet,  le  marquis  de 
Juigne,  minifters  from  the  court  of  France  :  and  of 
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the  charges  des  affaires  Berenger,  Sabathier,  Rof- 
fignol,  and  Durand,  form  the  bafis  of  this  work. 
Le  comte  de  Segur  too,  another  minifter  from 
the  court  of  Verfailles  to  Ruffia,  whofe  diftinguifhed 
talents  and  amiable  qualities  procured  him  a  fami- 
liar acquaintance  with  Catharine  II.  and  prince 
Potemkin,  was  not  fparing  of  fuch  communications 
as  depended  on  him. 

Count  Rantzau-Afchberg,  ambafiador  from  Den- 
mark at  the  court  of  St.  Peterfburg,  and  intimately 
connected  with  prince  Gregory  Orlof,  furnimed 
minutes  of  fuch  tranfa&ions  as  fell  under  his  ob- 
fervation  there. 

Prom  a  manufcript  dictated  by  count  Soltikof 
himfelf,  is  taken  the  account  of  the  connections 
that  chamberlain  had  with  Catharine  during  the 
early  period  of  her  married  ftate. 

Colonel  THarpe,  who  was  ten  years  fucceffively 
tutor  to  the  two  grand  dukes  Alexander  and  Con- 
ftantine  Pavlovitch,  and  is  at  prefent  at  the  head 
of  the  fwifs  revolution,  contributed  tq  the  under- 
taking with  the  fame  civility  as  M.  de  Segur. 

General 
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General  Kofciufzko,  on  being  fhewn  the  narra- 
tive of  all  the  events  that  relate  to  him,  and  in 
which  he  acted  fo  manly  and  virtuous  a  part,  de- 
clared that  it  was  drawn  up  with  the  utmofl 
accuracv. 

Judicious  obfervations  have  been  furmfhed  by 
feveral  officers,  englifh  and  others,  both  in  the 
army  and  navy,  as  well  as  thofe  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Caftera,  Hermann,  Thurot ;  by  a  perfon  who 
had  connections  with  the  Crlofs  and  count  Panin, 
and  by  other  intelligent  correfpondents. 

Thefe  communications  are  here  extended,  elu- 
cidated, and  amplified  from  private  notes  and  other 
fources,  particularly  from  a  large  (lock  of  oral 
information  acquired  from  feveral  perfons  of  the 
court  and  the  diplomatic  bpdy  of  all  nations 
during  an  acquaintance  for  a  feries  of  years,  and 
from  long  habits  of  intimacy  with  one  of  the  prime 
actors  in  the  revolution  that  ended  by  fearing 
Catharine  on  the  throne  of  her  hufband. 

In  fhort,  no  man  of  fenfe  and  information  who 
has  lived  in  Ruffia,  has  ever  difputed  one  fmgJe 
fact  related  in  the  former  editions  of  this  work, 

or 
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©r  the  circumftances  that  are  mingled  with  the 
biography,  either  for  difplaying  the  character  of 
Catharine,  or  the  manners  of  the  Ruffians, 

From  a  long  and  agreeable  fojourn  among  that 
people,  the  Author  naturally  acquired  fuch  a  fa- 
miliarity with  the  proper  names  of  perfons  and 
places,  as  to  enable  him  to  give  them  in  englifh 
letters  as  accurately  as  the  founds  of  our  alphabet 
will  allow.     , 

For  the  eafe  and  convenience  of  the  Reader, 
a  copious  index  is  added. 
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SECTION    I. 


Extent,  Divi/ion,  Population,  and  Revenue  of  the 
Ruffian  Empire. 

Oefore  we  enter  on  the  principal  fubjeel:  of  the 
prefent  undertaking,  it  will  be  proper  to  furnifh 
the  reader  with  fome  general  knowledge  of  the 
vail  empire  to  which  it  fo  intimately  relates. 

Ruilia,  in  the  year  1785,  was  reckoned  to. con- 
tain within  its  limits  no  degrees  of  longitude,  and 
in"  its  breadth  32  degrees  of  latitude ;  its  fuperficies 
was  about  305,000  german  fquare  miles*,  whereof 
63,000  are  in  Europe,  and  242,000  in <Afia  f. 

But  this  empire  has  been  greatly  extended  fmce, 
by  the  conquefl  of  a  vafl  territory  in  the  Krimea, 

*  A  german  mile  is  nearly  fix'  englifh  miles. 

f  From  Riga  to  die  banks  of  the  Oby  in  Kamtfhatka  are 
reckoned  n,cco  verfls,  or  2200  leagues  of  25  to  a  degree. 
Three  verlts  make  two  englifh  miles. 
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by  the  difmemberment  of  Poland,  and  by  the  ad- 
dition of  Courland. 

Ruflia  actually  occupies  more  than  a  feventh  part 
of  the  known  continent,  and  almofl  the  twenty- 
fixth  part  of  the  whole  globe.  The  greateft  extent 
of  Ruflia  from  weft  to  eaft,  viz.  from  the  39  £  to 
207 1  degree  of  longitude,  contains  168  degrees; 
and,  if  the  iflands  of  the  eaftern  ocean  be  included, 
it  will  then  contain  185  degrees:  fo  that  the  con- 
tinental length  of  Ruflia,  viz.  from  Riga  to  Tchu- 
kotikoy  Nofs,  the  eafternmoft  promontory,  will  con- 
ftitute  about  8500  verfls.  The  greateft  extent  of  this 
empire  from  north  to  fouth,  that  is,  from  the  78th 
to  50 1  degree  of  latitude,  contains  27  f  degrees. 
Hence  the  breadth  of  Ruflia,  reckoning  it  from  the 
cape  Taymour,  which  is  the  north-eaftern  promon- 
tory to  Kiakta,  will  make  about  3200  verfts. 

To  reconcile  Ebeling,  Krome,  Bufching,  and  the 
other  writers  on  the  population  of  Ruflia,  this 
population  was  eftimated  in  1785  at  twenty-four 
millions  of  inhabitants,  whereof  twenty  millions  are 
in  Europe,  and  only  four  millions  in  Afia. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  the  mean  term  of  the 
population  of  Ruflia,  by  the  german  fquare  mile, 
is  a  little  more  than  feventy-eight  inhabitants,  but 
that  there  are  three  hundred  and  eighteen  to  the 
fquare  mile  in  european  Ruflia,  and  only  fixteen 
per  fquare  mile  in  afiatic  Ruflia.  Now  this  popu- 
lation feems.  very  trifling  in  comparifon  with  that 
of  England  and  France ;  where  it  is  calculated  that 
5  there 
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there  are  two  thoufand  five  hundred  inhabitants 
per  fquare  league,  that  is,  nearly  five^eighths  of  a 
german  mile. 

Towards  the  year  17P5,  Ruffia  was  divided 
into  forty- fix  governments,  containing  in  all  about 
five  hundred  and  forty  towns,  one  hundred  and 
ninety-three  whereof  were  built  in  the  reign  of 
Catharine  II,  At  that  period,  the  emprefs  caufed 
a  new  divifion  of  the  empire  to  be  made  into  vice- 
royalties,  which  have  fince  her  death  been  changed 
into  governments  by  the  emperor  Paul,  who 
has  likewife  added  to  their  number  the  polifh  pro- 
vinces. 

According  to  the  lad  revifion,  the  population 
of  Ruffia  amounts  to  twenty-fix  millions.  But  it 
is  to  be  noticed  that  the  nobility,  clergy,  land  as 
well  as  fea  forces,  different  officers,  fervants  belong- 
ing to  the  court,  perfons  employed  under  the  go- 
vernment in  civil  and  other  offices  j  the  ftudents 
of  univerfities,  academies,  feminaries,  and  other 
fchools  ;  hofpitals  of  various  denominations ;  like- 
wife  all  the  irregular  troops,  the  roving  hordes  of 
different  tribes,  foreigners  and  colonifts,  or  fettlers 
of  various  nations,  are  not  included  in  the  above- 
mentioned  number  :  but  with  the  addition  of  all 
thefe,  the  population  of  Ruffia,  of  both  f$xes,  may 
be  fuppofed  to  come  near  to  thirty  millions. 

The  revenue  of  Ruffia  is  eftimated  at  upwards 
of  forty  millions  of  rubles.  The  expences  in  time 
of  peace  never  exceed  thirty-eight  millions ;  the 
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remainder  is  employed  in  conftru&ing  public 
edifices,  making  harbours,  canals,  roads,  and  other 
national  works. 

M.  Hermann,  in  his  book  on  this  fubjetl,  in 
1790,  juftly  fays,  that  the  ruffian  empire,  in  its 
prefent  extent,  contains  a  furface,  the  like  of  which 
is  not  to  be  found  in  hiftory.  Neither  the  mo- 
narchy of  Alexander  the  great,  nor  the  old  romaa 
empire,  nor  the  modern  China,  are  equal  to  it  in 
magnitude.  It  comprifes  about  the  feventh  part 
of  the  firm  land  of  our  earth,  is  as  large  as  the  half 
of  all  'Ada,  and  more  than  twice  as  big  as  Europe. 
Its  fuperficies  contains  about  three  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  geographical  fquare  miles,  or 
above  fifteen  millions  fquare  verfts,  whereof  feventy- 
eight  thoufand  fquare  miles  belong  to  the  european, 
and  two  hundred  and  forty- two  thoufand  fquare 
miles  to  the  aTiatic  part.  The  two  parts  confifl  of 
forty-fix  vice-royalties,  the  dimenfions  whereof  differ 
from  four  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  forty 
thoufand  fquare  miles.  Their  magnitude  is  deter- 
minable by  an  inverted  ratio  of  their  population : 
and  in  this  regard  they  may  be  divided  into  three 
claries.  The  firfl  includes  the  mod  populous  ;  and 
ccnfequently,  according  to  the  circuit  of  country, 
the  fmalleft  governments  ;  which  are  St.  Peterfburg, 
Vyborg,  Reval,  Riga,  Polotfk,  Mohilef,  Smolenik, 
Picove,  Tver,  Yarofiaf,  Kaftroma,  Vladimir,  Mofco, 
Kaluga,  Tula,  Raszan,  Tambof,  Orel,  Kurfk,  Voro- 
netfh,  Karkof,  Novgoyod-Severfk,  Kief,  Tfcherni- 
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gpf,  Penfa,  Nifhney-Novgorod,  Kp.zan,  Sirnbirfk. 
In  the  fecond  clafs  follow  thofe  whereof  the  circuit 
is  confiderably  larger,  but  their  population  not 
greater,  and  partly  is  yet  inferior,  as,  Olonetz-Nov- 
gorod,  Tavrida,  Viastka ;  and  in  the  third  clafs, 
laftiy,  the  mofl  extenfive,  and  therefore  the  propor- 
tionably  lead  peopled,  are  to  be  placed,  Archangel, 
Vologda,  Ekatarinoflaf,  Caucafus,  Saratof,  Ufa, 
Permia,  Tobolfk,  Kolyvan,  and  Irkutfk. 

If  the  difference  among  authors  concerning  the 
territorial  extent  of  Ruflia  be  great,  it  is  not  lefs  fo 
in  regard  to  its  population,  The  author  of  the' 
"  Effai  fur  le  commerce  de  Ruffie,  &c."  Amft. 
17773  admits  it  in  general  to  be  no  more  than  four- 
teen millions.  Voltaire  gives  the  ruffian  empire  for 
the  latter -years  of  the  reign  of  Peter  I.  eighteen 
millions  of  inhabitants,  but  which  is  certainly  by 
between  three  and  four  millions  too  many.  Mar- 
mail  eflimates  the  population  at  eighteen  millions ; 
Williams  likewife  for  1768,  fets  it  down  at  only 
eighteen  millions.  M.  Bufching  makes  the  popu- 
lation of  Ruflia  amount  to  twenty  millions  ;  M.  le 
Clerc  dates  it  at. nineteen  millions  :  and  M.  Le- 
vefque  at  nineteen  .  millions  and  fifty  .  thoufand  ; 
M.  de  Voltaire,  M.  SurTmilch,  and  profeffor  Ebeling, 
about  twenty-four  millions;  profeffor  Crome  and 
the  flatiftic  tables  printed  at  Prague,  reckon  twenty- 
five  millions;  and  profeflar  Albaum,  for  1774, 
twenty-two  millions.  In  the  hiftorical  porte-feuillc, 
part  ii.  1786,  the  population  is  marked  at  twenty- 
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feven  millions,  and  captain  Plefchtfcheyef  in  his 
Obofrenie  roilifkaia  imperie,  flates  it  to  be  (but  for 
the  year  1782  undoubtedly  too  high)  thirty  mil- 
lions.  M.  de  Beaufobre,  fo  early  as  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1770,  gives  it  at  thirty  millions,  a  num- 
ber which  at  that  time  was  aim  ft  a  third  part  too 
high.  Mr.  Coxe,  on  the  other  hand,  ftates  the 
population  of  the  whole  empire  at  22,838,516 
fouls ;  which,  for  the  time  when  he  vifited  the 
country,  was  by  far  too  little. 

According  to  the  cenfus  taken  at  feveral  times, 
the  increafe  of  the  population  has  appeared  to  be  as 
follows : 

In  the  year  1722  the  number  of  people  was  14,000,000 

1742                  •                -  16,000,000 

1762                  -                -  20,000,00a 

1782                  -                -  2:8,000,000 

1788                  -                -  30,000,000 

During  the  reign  of  Catharine  II.  then  the  em- 
pire gained  in  population  not  lefs  than  ten  millions, 
whereof,  if  we  deduct  (at  the  utmoft)  for  the  newly 
acquired  countries  and  colonifts  three  millions, 
there  will  (till  remain  an  increafe  of  feven  millions, 
arifing  from  the  annual  furplus  of  births  over  the 
deaths. 


(    7     ) 

SECTION    II. 

Of  the  Climate  of  RuJJia. 

The  temperature  of  the  atmofphere  and  the 
weather  in  this  prodigious  empire,  is  as  various  as 
its  circuit  is  extenfive.  It  comprifes  many  regions 
which  enjoy  the  mildefl  fky  and  the  pureft  air  j  but 
(till  more  where  the  weather  is  extremely  rude 
and  cold ;  and  feveral  where  the  exhalations  from 
the  earth  are  unfriendly  to  health.  The  empire, 
in  regard  to  its  weather,  and  the  productions  of 
nature  dependent  upon  it,  may  generally  be  divided 
into  three  grand  departments:  1.  The  territory 
which  lies  above  the  6oth  degree  of  north  latitude, 
and  extends  to  the  78th;  2.  The  territory  lying 
between  the  50th  and  the  60th  degree  of  the  fame 
latitude;  and,  3.  The  territory  which  lies  more  to 
the  fouth  than  50  degrees  N.  L.  and  extends  fouth- 
wards  from  the  50th  to  the  43d  degree.  The 
first  is  the  rudeft  and  coldeft.  It  contains  the 
greater  part  of  the  governments  of  Irkutfk,  Tobolfk, 
and  Vologda :  the  whole  of  thofe  of  Archangel, 
Olonetz,  and  Vyborg,  with  a  part  of  the  govern- 
ments of  Perme,  Novgorod,  and  St.  Peterfburg. 
All  thefe  regions  lie  in  a  very  cold  climate,  having 
a  winter,  efpecially  Siberia,  extremely  fevere.  In 
Ufliug-Velikiye,  in  the  government  of  Vologda, 
b  4  fituate 
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fituate  6 1  deg.  N.  L.  and  15  deg.  more  to  the  north 
than  Peterfburg,  quickfilver  froze  in  open  air  the 
4th  of  November  1786,  in  a  cold  of  30J-  degrees 
by  Reaumur's  thermometer;  the  ift  of  December 
from  40  degrees  it  fell  the  fame  day  to  51,  and  the 
7th  of  December  even  to  60  degrees.  The  quick- 
filver froze  to'a  foli'd-  ma'fs,  on  which  feveral  ftrokes 
of  a  hammer  were  (truck,  before  any  parts  fell .  off. 
In  Krafnoyarfk,  the  quickfilver  froze  ut:.' 2 3-5  and 
£54  by.de  llfle.  .(Pallas,  Travels,' torn;  iii.  p.  419.) 
In  Solikamlk,  the  fame  thermometer  is  faid  to  have 
fallen  in  1761  even  to  280.  —  The  second  depart- 
ment, in  regard  to  fertility,  is  called  the  temperate ; 
in  one  half  whereof,  namely,  from  the  55th  to  the 
60th  degree  N.  L.  though Nthe  weather  is  pretty 
fevere  and  cold,-  it  yet  allows  all  the  fruits  of  the 
field  and  many  of  the  orchard  to  grow.  In  the 
other  half,  namely,  from  the  5cth  to  the  55th  de- 
gree, the  climate  is  much  milder,  and  with  the  ufual 
produces  yields  (till  others,  which. in  the  former  do 
not  well  Succeed*  The  whole  of  this  extenfive, 
beautiful,  and  important  territory  of  the  ruffian 
empire  comprehends  the,  governments  of  St.  Peterf- 
burg, Reval,  Riga,  Polotfk,  Moghilef,  Smolenfk, 
Pfcove,  Novgorod,  Tver,  Yaroflaf,  Koftroma,  Vi- 
setka,  Perme,  Kolyvan,  a  good  part  of  Irkutfk  and 
Ufa,  the  governments  of  Mofco,  Vladimir,  Niihney- 
Novgorod,  Kazan,  Kaluga,,  Tula,-  Rzezan, .  Yoro- 
netili,  Tambof,  Penfa,  Simbirfk,  Kurik,  Orel, 
Novgorod  Sieverfk,   Tchernigof,   end'  the  greater 

part 
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part  of  Kief,  Karkof,.  and  Saratof.  — The  third 
department  is  the  hot,  in  which  produces  are  com- 
mon, e.  g.  wine  and: filk,  which  do  not  thrive  at  all 
in  the  former..'  Intjiis  lieTavrida,  Ekatarinoflaf, 
the  greater  part  of  Caucafus,  with  a  part  of  Kief, 
Karkof,  Voronetfh,  Saratof,  Kolyvan,  and  Irkutfk. 
Tavrida  poffeffes  a  very  agreeable  climate.  The 
inhabitants,  for  three  quarters  of  the  year,  enjoy 
fine  and  warm  weather ;  and  Nature  here  requires 
but  three  months  at  mod  to  recreate  her  powers. 
The  fpring  feafon  commences  here  commonly  with 
March  ;  and  from  the  middle  of  May  to  the  middle 
of  Auguft  generally  the  greateft  heat  prevails.  This 
is  ufually  fo  intenfe,  that  it  rarely  happens  that  winds 
do  not  continually  blow  from  ten  in  the  morning 
till  fix  in  the  evening  every  day,  which  render  it 
almoft  infupportabie.  Thunder  and  {forms  of  rain 
are  here  alio  not  unfrequent,  whereby  the  air  is  re- 
frefhed.  September  and  October  are,  genera^y 
fpeaking,  the  fined  months.  The  autumnal  weather 
comes  on  about  the  middle  of  November.  The  frofl: 
appears  in  December  and  January,  but  is  very 
moderate ;  feldom  lading  for  more  than  two  or  three 
days.  Here,  however,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
the  level  part  of  this  country  is  in  this  circumdance 
to  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  mountainous ;  the  heat 
and  cold  are  commonly  more  intenle  in  the  former, 
and  rain  and  fnow  lefs  frequent.  The  air  in  all  the 
regions  of  Tavrida,  except  fome  few  places  on  the 
Sibafh,  are  reckoned  very  healthy.  —  About  Kurds:, 

(in 
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(in  the  Ukraine,)  all  forts  of  fruit,  arbufes*,  melons, 
and  apples,  are  ripe  in  Auguft  ;  and  the  corn  is  al- 
ready got  in.  The  rivers  freeze  over  at  the  end  of 
November  and  in  December ;  and  in  May  they  are 
again  free  from  ice. 

Thefe  four  feveral  departments,  fo  different  from 
each  other,  mould  conftantly  be  kept  in  view  when- 
ever we  hear  or  read  of  the  climate  of  the  ruffian 
empire.  Hence  we  fee  that  there  are  governments 
which  partake  in  the  climate  of  two  ;  others  (for 
example,  Kolyvan)  of  three  ;  and  the  government 
of  Irkutfk  even  of  all  the  four.  Whatever  Nature 
produces  in  thefe  parallels,  Ruffia  porTeffes  or  might 
poffefs  ;  and  therefore  has  advantages  of  which  not 
one  other  european  ftate  can  boaft. 

The  high  northern  latitude  of  St.  Peterfburg, 
and  its  fituation  in  a  low,  marfhy,  and  woody  flat, 
with  many  large  rivers,  render  its  climate  cold, 
rude,  and  in  many  refpects  lingular.  The  imperial 
academy  of  fciences  has  kept  a  meteorological  ac- 
count, from  its  foundation  in  1725,  of  the  weather 
of  the  place ;  and  the  freezing  of  the  Neva  has 
been  regularly  marked  annually  from  the  year 
1718. 

The  froft  and  its  effects  are  here  remarkable. 
The  number  of  frofty  days  is  annually  from  150  to 
190 ;  and  their  continuance  and  feverity  freezes 
the  ground  every  winter  from  2  to  i\  and  fome- 
times  above  3  feet  deep  ;  and  the  ice  of  the  Neva 

*  Water-melons. 

it 
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is  from  24  to  36,  but  generally  28  inches  in  thick- 
nefs.  Though  this  body  is  formed  by  fheets  of  ice 
gliding  horizontally  upon  each  other,  yet  when 
large  fquare  blocks  of  it  fland  in  the  fun  upon  the 
ground  in  fpring,  they  gradually  fall  to  pieces  in 
perpendicular  Tpiculas  of  the  thicknels  of  one's  finger. 
Likewife  in  walking  over  the  river  in  fpring,  while 
the  ice  is  (till  thick,  the  walking-flick  is  eafily 
pufhed  through  the  ice,  by  preffing  down  fome  of 
the  fpiculse  out  of  their  contiguity. 

The  covering  of  the  Neva  with  ice,  and  the 
breaking- up  of  it,  are  remarkable  phenomena.  At 
firft  fmall  diftincl  flakes  of  ice  are  feen  floating  on 
the  furface,  which  foon  increafe  into  large  fheets, 
of  fuch  momentum  that  the  bridges  muft  be  re- 
moved in  all  hafte  to  prevent  their  being  carried 
away  by  the  frozen  element.  Thefe  fheets  of  ice 
drive  down  the  ftream  for  a  day  or  two ;  during 
which  people  pafs  in  boats  among  them  acrofs  the 
river,  till  at  laft  the  ice  flops,  or  the  fheets  of  ice 
freeze  on  one  another.  Immediately  the  river  is 
paffable  on  foot ;  and  nothing  is  more  common 
than  to  fee  boats  rowing  over,  and  in  an  hour  or 
two  afterwards  foot-paflengers  walking  to  the  other 
fide  in  great  numbers. 

The  breaking-up  of  the  ice  comes  on  as  fuddenly. 
In  fpring,  at  firft  the  fnow-water  ftands  on  the  ice ; 
then  the  ice  becomes  fpongy,  or  parts  in  fpikes, 
admits  the  water,  and  afTumes  a  blackifh  hue.  At 
length  it  gives  way,  but  leaves  the  beaten  roads  ftili 

{landing ; 
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{landing  ;  in  confequence  of  which  foot-walkers  are 
often  feen  upon  the  roads,  and  hetween  them  and 
the  floating  maffes  of  ice,  boats  rowed  in  various 
directions'.  When  at  lad  the  roads  too  break,  the 
ice  continues  driving  for  a  few  days  to  the  gulf, 
and  the  river  appears  with  its  clear  and  beautiful 
current.  In  a  week  or  a  fortnight  afterwards  the 
drift  ice  comes  down  from  the  Ladoga,  and  con- 
tinues floating  about- with  the  wind  for  two  or  three 
days,  making  for-  the  time '-the  atmofphere  uncom- 
monly cold. 

The  ice  and  the  cold  are  made  ferviceable  in 
various  ways.  Diftances  are  much  fhortened  by 
their  means,  i  inafmuch  as  people,  horfes,  and  car- 
riages of  all  forts,  and  of  ever  fo  great  burden,  can 
crofs  the  Neva,  and  the  other  rivers,  lakes,  and 
canals,  in  all  places  and  directions :  and  the  Cron- 
fladt  gulf  fupplies  in  fome  meafure  the  want  of  na- 
vigation during  the  winter,  by  the  tranfport  of 
commodities  of  every  denomination  over  the  ice. 
As  ice-ceHars  here  are  a  necefTary  of  life,  for  keep- 
ing provifions  of  all  kinds  during  the  fummer,  fo 
every  houfe  in  every  quarter  of  the  town  is  pro- 
vided with  one  filled  annually  with  large  blocks 
of  ice  cut  out  of  the  river.  This  operation  gene- 
rally takes  place  about  the  beginning  of  February. 
The  ice  alfo  adminifters  to  the  pleafure  of  the  in- 
habitants, by  affording  them  an  opportunity  for  the 
diverfion  of  fledge  and  horfe-racing,  and  for  that  of 
Hiding  down  the  ice-hills  fo  much  admired  by  the 

populace. 
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populace.  The  weight  of  thefe  ice-hills,  together 
with  that  of  a  multitude  fometimes  of  five  or  fix 
thoufand  perfons  {landing  about  them  on  holidays, 
give  the  fpeclator  a  furprifing  idea  of  the  ftrength 
and  folidity  of  the  ice. 

What  may  be  executed  in  ice  was  (hewn  by  the 
ice  palace  which  the  etnprefs  Anna  caufed  to  be 
built  on  the  bank  of  the  Neva  in  174©.  It  was 
eonftructed  of  huge  quadrats  of  ice  hewn  in  the 
manner  of  freeftone.  The  edifice  was  52  feet  in 
length,  16  in  breadth,  and  20  in  height.  The 
walls  were  three  feet  thick.  In  the  feveral  apart- 
ments were  tables,  chairs,  fophas,  beds,  and  all 
kinds  of  houfehold  furniture,  of  ice.  In  front  of 
the  palace,  befides  pyramids  and  ftatues,  flood  fix 
cannons  carrying  balls  of  fix  pounds  weight,  and 
two  mortars,  of  ice.  From  one  of  the  former,  as 
a  trial,  an  iron  ball,  with  only  a  quarter  of  a  pound 
of  powder,  was  fired  off.  The  ball  went  through 
a  two-inch  board  at  fixty  paces  from  the  mouth  of 
the  cannon ;  and  the  piece  of  ice-artillery,  with  its 
carriage,  remained  uninjured  by  the  explofion. 
The  illumination  of  the  ice-palace  at  night  had  an 
aflonifhingly  grand  effect. 

In  and  about  Mofco  the  rivers  freeze  over  in  the 
middle  or  towards  the  latter  end  of  November,  old 
flyle;  and  break  up  in  March  or  the  beginning 
of  April.  The  buds  of  the  birch-trees  expand  in 
IvLiy3  and  the  trees  fired  their  leaves  in  September. 

—The 
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—  The  river  Ural  ufually  flows,  near  Gurief,  free 
from  ice  about  the  beginning  of  March. 


The  greateil  degree  of  cold  fince  the  building  of 
the  city  of  St.  Peterfburg  was,  by  Reaumur,  32  §, 
the  6th  of  January  1760,  and  again  in  January 
1799. 

The  greateft  heat,  in  the  fhade,  was  2  8  \  degrees, 
the  2jdof  July  ^757,  and  the  5th  of  July  1758. 

By  taking  the  average  of  all  the  thermometrical 
obfervations  made  at  the  Imperial  Academy  of 
Sciences,  it  is  found  that  the  greateil  cold  happens 
in  the  month  of  January ;  and  that  its  mean  inten- 
fity  may  be  eftimated  at  22  degrees.  Again,  that 
the  greateil  heat  falls  in  July ;  and  that  its  mean 
force  is  23  degrees  of  Reaumur. 
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In  turning  over  the  pages  of  hiftory,  we  come  to 
paflages  where  we  almoft  ftand  aitonifhed  at  the 
then  climate  of  Germany,  where,  for  inflance,  it  is 
faid:  Thefe  countries  northward  beyond  the  Danube 
and  the  Rhine  are  covered  with  vaft  mows,  fo  that 
they  are  uninhabitable  from  their  almoft  perpetual 
winters.    Virgil  and  Ovid  would  not  have  affirmed, 
that  on  the  borders  of  the  Danube  and  in  Thrace 
it  was  the  cuftom  to  divide  the  frozen  wine  in  pieces, 
if  at  that  time  thefe  countries  were  not  fubjedt  to  fo 
fevere  a  frofl.     Pliny  the  elder  complains  of  the 
immenfe  fnows,  which  will  not  permit  the  objects 
the  lead  remote,  in  european  Scythia,  to  be  feen. 
Speaking  of  Thrace,  Pomponius  Mela  tells  us,  that 
the  clufters  of  grapes  never  come  to  maturity  ;  and 
all  the  antient  writers  talk  of  the  norchern  diftricts 
of  Germany    as   countries   confiding    entirely   of 
forefts,  lakes,  morafles,  mow,  and  ice  -,  complain- 
ing of  the  piercing  winds  that  bring  from  thefe  parts 
tempefts,  fnows,  and  frofls.     That  it  is  at  prefent 
of  a  totally  different  temperature  is  known  to  every 
inhabitant  of  that  country.  But  from  thefe  hiftorical 
paffages  we  might  perhaps  deduce  a  caufe  why  one' 
part  of  Ruflia,  though  lying  under  the  fame  parallel 
with  Milan,  Bourdeaux,  and  other  countries  and 
towns  enjoying  the  mod:  agreeable  climate,  is  never - 
thelefs  of  an  atmofpherical  temperature  entirely  dif- 
ferent.    Thus,  for  example,  Mofco  lies  under  the 
fame  parallel  with  England :  and  yet,  on  the  14th 
of  April,  notwithftanding  the  mild  winter  and  an 

unaom- 
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uncommonly  early  fpring,  the  whole  country  round 
was  covered  with  fnow.  The  ice  had  begun  to 
break  up  on  many  large  rivers,  while  the  Volga  was 
yet  fail  frozen.  The  degree  of  cold,  which  fre- 
quently in  Mofco  is  not  inferior  to  that  at  St. 
Peterfburg,  and  likewife  reaches  to  22  and- more 
below  the  freezing  point,  will,on:a-comparifon  with 
the  temperature  in  England,  fliew  an  extraordinary 
difference;  confequently  there  mud  be  fome  ma- 
terial reafons,  occafioning  fuch  considerable  dif- 
ferences under  the  fame  degree  of  latitude.  Con- 
fidering  thefe  countries  in  this  point  of  view,  they 
are  to  us  what  Germany  and  the  countries  lying 
above  the  50th  and  55th  degree  were  to  Italy  while 
they  ftill  remained  in  an  uncultivated  flate.  We 
may  therefore  partly  afcribe  this  colder  temperature 
to  the  great  number  of  moraftes,  lakes,  the  extraor- 
dinarily large  forefts  and  traces  of  uncultivated  land: 
and  the  rather,  as  it  cannot  be  attributed  to  the  high 
fituation  or  the  mountains,  which  in  this  region  are 
of  no  extraordinary  height,  and  the  generality  of 
the  country  is  a  flat.  As  it  is  a  well-known  obfer- 
vation  how  much  loofe  heat  is  abforbed  by  water 
when  it  goes  off  in  vapour,  of  courfe  thofe  regions 
which  contain  fuch  a  quantity  of  water  on  their 
furface  mud  be  conftantly  abforbing  heat,  which, 
by  uniting  with  that  element,  is  rendered  infenfible. 
The  alterations  in  the  atmofpherical  temperature 
that  have  been  obferved  in  our  times,  by  the  drain- 
ing of  moraffes  and  the  diminution  of  forefts,  like, 

wife 
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wife  fhew,  that  this  difference  may  be  attributable 
to  the  woods  and  fwamps  that  are  flill  fo  nume- 
rous. As  far  as  relates  to  the  northern  regions* 
it  is  very  comprehenfible  how  the  cold  muft  fo 
extremely  increafe,  as  by  the  flattening  of  our  earth 
at  the  poles,  they  in  the  fame  proportion  are  de- 
prived of  light  by  the  fouthern  declination  of  the 
fun :  fo  that,  for-  inftance,  in  Archangel  in  the 
month  of  December,  when  the  days  are  at  the 
morteft,  the  fun  remains  above  the  horizon  only 
3  hours  and  12  minutes,  on  the  contrary  in  the 
month  of  June  is  vifible  20  hours  and  48  minutes* 
and  the  flill  more  northern  countries  mud  be  en- 
tirely deprived  of  it  during  the  winter.  The  winds 
blowing  from  thefe  regions  are  in  this  feafon  of  an 
extraordinary  drynefs  >  as  no  heat  is  let  loofe,  fo 
there  is  no  evaporation  from  ice  or  fnow ;  whereas, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  quantity  of  heat  that  in 
mmmer  is  fet  free,  tempered  by  the  quantity  of 
rain,  ice,  and  fnow,  laftly  the  water  that  goes  off 
in  vapour,  confines  a  flill  greater  quantity  of  heat 
than  was  before  neceffary  to  liquefaction,  whereby 
the  fenfibility  of  the  particles  of  heat  muft  conflder- 
ably  decline. 

The  obfervations  made  by  count  Sternberg 
during  feven  months  in  St.  Peterfburg  will  fhew 
the  long  duration  of  the  cold.  The  firft  fnow 
fell  the  20th  of  September,  and  the  furface  of  the 
earth  was  not  feen  again  till  the  25th  of  April. 
The  dry  flate  of  the  air,  as  appeared  by  the  hygro- 

VOL.  i.  c  meter, 
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meter,  was  95  drought.  —  The  height  of  the  baro* 
meter  evinced  the  low  fituation  of  the  country,  and 
the  prefiure  of  the  atmofphere.  According  to  the 
mean  flation  of  the  barometer,  Peterlburg  lay 
137 — 12  lin.  lower  than  Prague*  The  firfl  froft 
1 79 1  was  the  14th  of  September,  and  the  3d  of 
May  1792  the  laft ;  the  interval  confequently  was 
two  hundred  and  thirty-two  days  ;  during  one  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  whereof  it  never  ceafed  to  freeze, 
and  twenty-five  on  which  it  did  not  freeze  at  all, 
and  one  hundred  and  feventy-three  when  the  ther- 
mometer flood  below  the  point  of  congelation,  one 
hundred  and  fixty-nine  days  the  fky  was  partly 
clouded,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  en- 
tirely overcaft.  Fogs  he  reckoned  forty-one.  During 
fixty-nine  days  it  mowed,  one  hundred  and  twelve 
days  it  rained,  and  two  days  hailed.  Thefe  obfer- 
vations  relate  to  St.  Peterfburg  ;  and  we  may  eafily 
conclude  from  them,  that  in  fuch  a  climate  but  few 
days  remain  to  the  hufbandman  for  the  culture  of 
his  field  ;  and  it  is  abfolutely  impoffible,  with  fo 
few  men  and  fuch  poor  implements,  to  lay  out  his 
ground  properly  in  fo  more  a  fpace  of  time.  That 
as  well  in  the  higher  regions  as  in  thofe  that  are  at 
a  greater  diftance  from  the  fea,  itill  fewer  days  are 
capable  of  being  employed  in  culture,  is  well  known; 
confequently  (till  lefs  can  be  performed,  until  the 
number  of  people  be  larger,  the  implements  better, 
and  they  are  in  pofTeflion  of  whatever  can  facilitate 
labour ;  or  the  atmofpherical  temperature  be  foft- 

ened 
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eried  by  the  gradual  alteration  of  the  furface; 
namely,  by  grubbing  up  the  vail  forefts,  and  drain* 
ing  the  fwamps  and  morafies. 


SECTION    III. 

Of  the  Commerce  of  Rujfid* 

The  whole  of  the  great  and  intricate  bufinefs 
comprehended  under  this  head,  is  naturally  reduc- 
ible to  the  following  branches :  Export,  import, 
and  the  exchange.  We  will  briefly  touch  on  each 
of  them  apart. 

It  is  hardly  poflible  to  give  a  true  ftatement  of 
the  value,  quality,  and  nature  of  the  exports,  with- 
out entering  into  a  dry  detail  of  cufiom-houfe  lifts. 
The  publicity  given  to  thefe  matters  here  faves  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  to  the  collectors  of  ftatiflical 
accounts,  in  their  relations  concerning  this  branch 
of  national  affairs,  The  following  ftatements  are 
the  refult  of  a  period  of  ten  years,  from  1780  to 
1^50.  During  that  fpace  were  annually  exported, 
2,655,038  poods  of  iron 

19,528     -      -      faltpetre 
2,498,950  poods  of  hemp 

792,932     -      -      flax 
2,907,876  arfhines  of  napkins  and  linen 
214704  pieces  of  fail-cloth  and  flems 

c  %  106,76% 
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106,763  poods  of  cordage 

167,432 

- 

hemp-oil  and  linfeed-oil 

192,328 

- 

linfeed 

52,645 

- 

tobacco 

129 

- 

rhubarb 

105,136 

- 

wheat 

271,976 

• 

rye 

35>864 

- 

barley 

200,000 

•              m 

oats 

*456 

mafts 

1,193,125 

planks 

85,647 

boards 

7487  poods  < 

)f  rofin 

9720 

- 

pitch 

37>336 

- 

tar 

$1,386 

.      - 

train-oil 

10,467 

m                m 

wax 

943,618 

- 

tallow  and  tallow-candles 

31,712 

- 

potafhes 

55*6 

- 

ifinglafs 

8958 

- 

caviar 

5635 

- 

horfe-hair 

69,722 

horfe-tails 

29,110 

poods  of  hog's  bridles 

106,045 

Ruffia 

mats 

292,016 

goat-fkins 

144,876  poods  of  hides  and  fole-leather 

621,^27  pieces 

of  fur 

9982 

ox-tongues 

73*350 

ox-bones. 

This 
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This  lift,  which  is  complete  to  the  exception  of  a 
few  articles  of  inferior  confequence,  contains,  be- 
fides  napkins,  linen,  fail- cloth,  cordage,  tallow- 
candles,  pot-afhes,  ifinglafs,  caviar,  furs,  and  leather, 
no  wrought  goods ;  and  even  fome  of  thefe  have 
only  fuch  a  preparation  as  is  neceflary  for  the  tranf- 
port  and  prefervation  of  the  product.  The  employ- 
ment of  the  nation,  confiderably  as  it  has  increafed 
fince  the  time  of  Peter  the  great,  is  (till  always  more 
directed  to  production  than  to  manufacture.  This 
is  the  natural  progrefs  of  every  human  fociety  ad- 
vancing to  civilization  ;  and  Ruflia  will  continue  to 
confine  itfelf  to  the  mere  production  and  the  com- 
merce in  products,  till  the  quantity  of  its  population 
and  employment  be  fufficient  to  the  manufacturing 
of  its  raw  materials. 

The  buying  up  of  the  foregoing  articles,  and  their 
conveyance  from  the  midland,  and  partly  from  the 
remoteft  regions  of  the  empire,  form  an  important 
branch  of  the  internal  commerce.  The  majority  of 
thefe  products  are  raifed  on  the  fertile  mores  of  the 
Volga  •,  this  ineftimable  river,  which,  in  its  courfe, 
connects  the  mod  diftant  provinces,  is  at  the  fame 
time  the  channel  of  bufinefs  and  induftry.  Wherever 
its  water  laves  the  rich  and  fruitful  coafts,  induftry 
and  diligence  have  fixed  their  abode :  its  courfe 
marks  the  progrefs  to  internal  civilization.  But 
even  from  a  diftance  of  from  five  to  fix  thoufand 
verfts,  froni  the  heart  of  Siberia,  rich  in  metals,  St. 
Peterfburg  receives  the  (lores  of  its  enormous  maga- 

c  3  zines. 
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zlnes.  The  greater  part  of  them,  at  lead  the  hard- 
wares,  are  brought  hither  from  the  eailernmoft  dif- 
tri&s  of  Siberia,  alrnoft  entirely  by  water.  The 
Selenga  receives  and  transfers  them  to  the  Baikal ; 
which  wafts  them  by  the  Angara  to  the  Yenifley ; 
whence,  pairing  along  the  Oby  into  the  Tobol, 
they  are  conveyed  over  a  tract  of  about  four  hun- 
dred verfts  by  land  to  the  TchufTovaiya ;  thence, 
falling  down  the  Kamma,  they  proceed  along  the 
Volga,  mooting  the  fluices  at  Viihney-Volotfhok,  into 
the  Volkhof ;  and,  paiTing  out  of  that  into  the  La- 
doga-lake, they  laftly,  after  having  completed  a 
journey  through  two  quarters  of  the  globe,  arrive 
in  the  Neva,  and  are  conveyed  to  the  place  of  their 
deflination.  This  aftoniihing  tranfport  becomes  (till 
more  interesting  by  the  reflection  that  thefe  pro- 
duels  conveyed  hither  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  north-eaftern.  ocean,  tarry  here  but  a  few  weeks, 
in  order  then  to  fet  out  on  a  fecond,  perhaps 
greater  voyage ;  or  after  being  unfhipped  in  diftant 
countries,  return  hither  under  an  altered  form,  and, 
by  a  tedious  and  difficult  navigation,  come  back  to 
their  native  land.  How  many  fcythes  of  the  fiberian 
boors  may  have  gone  this  circuitous  courfe ! 

The  number  of  the  veiTels  which,  according  to 
a  ten  years'  average,  from  1774  to  1784,  came  by 
the  Ladoga  canal  to  St.  Peteriburg,  was. 2 861  barks, 
797  half  barks,  508  one-mailed  veiTels,  n  13  cha- 
loups — in  all,  5339.  Add  to  thefe  6739  floats  of 
balks.    Sum  total,  12,678. 

The 
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The  prodigious  value  in  money  of  thefe  products 
is,  by  the  want  which  Ruffia  has  of  wrought  com- 
modities, and  by  the  ever-increafmg  luxury,  fo  much 
leffened,  that  the  advantage  on  the  balance  is  pro- 
portionably  but  very  fmali.  A  lift  of  the  articles  of 
trade  with  which  St.  Peterfburg  annually  furnifhes 
a  part  of  the  empire  affords  matter  for  the  mofl 
interefting  economical  commentary. 

The  annual  imports  at  St.  Peterfburg  for  the  fpace 
often  years,  from  1780  to  1790,  were 

Silken  fluffs  to  the  amount  of  2,500,000  rubles. 

Woollen  fluffs,  2,000,000  rubles. 

Cloth,  2,000,000  rubles. 

Cotton  fluffs,  534,000  rubles. 

Silk  and  cotton  ftockings,  10,000  dozen  pair. 

Trinkets,  700,000  rubles. 

Watches,  2000. 

Hardware,  50,000  rubles, 

Looking-glaffes,  50,000  rubles. 

Englifh  flone-ware,  43,800  rubles. 

Englifh  horfes,  250. 

Coffee,  26,300  poods. 

Sugar,  372,000  poods. 

Tobacco,  5000  poods. 

Oranges  and  lemons,  101,500  rubles. 

Frefh  fruit,  65,000  rubles. 

Herrings,  14,250  tons. 

Sweet  oil,  20,000  rubles. 

Porter  and  englifh  beer,  262,000  rubles, 

French  brandy,  50,000  ankers. 

c  4  Champagne 
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Champagne  and  burgundy,  4000  pipes, 

Other  wines,  250,000  hogiheads. 

Mineral  water,  12,000  rubles. 

Paper  of  different  forts,  42,750  rubles. 

Books,  50,150  rubles. 

Copper-plate  engravings,  60,200  rubles. 

Alum,  25,500  poods. 

Indigo,  3830  poods. 

Kochenille,  1335  poods. 

Glafs  and  glafs  wares,  64,000  rubles. 

Scythes,  325,000,  &c. 

A  ve*y  great  part  of  thefe  commodities  remain 
and  are  confumed  in  St.  Peterfburg.  The  reft  is 
conveyed  by  land-carriage  to  various  parts  of  the 
empire,  as  to  go  up  the  navigable  rivers  againft  the 
ftream  would  be  tedious  and  expenfive.  The  carts 
or  fledges  made  ufe  of  in  this  conveyance  are 
moftly  drawn  by  only  one  horfe,  each  having  a 
driver  ;  who  all  together  make  up  a  caravan  of  from 
©5  to  ioo  carts  :  fometimes,  on  long  journies,  there 
is  but  one  driver  to  every  three  carts. 

The  ftatements  of  the  exports  and  imports  above 
given  are  taken  from  the  cuftom-houfe  regifters. 
In  order  to  judge  of  the  worth  and  validity  of 
them,  it  is  neceffary  to  obferve,  that  all  veflels,  on 
their  arrival,  undergo  a  flrid  examination  both  at 
Cronftadt  and  at  St.  Peterfburg,  and  are  obliged  to 
unload  at  the  cuftom-houfe.  The  proper  officers 
examine  the  commodities  according  to  the  ftatement 
of  the  merchants,  who  are  obliged  to  particularize 

nof 
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hot  only  the  nature  of  them,  but,  when  the  duty  is 
to  be  paid  ad  valorem,  mud  alfo  fix  that  value.  If 
upon  examination  it  appears,  or  affords  caufe  to 
fufpect,  that  the  articles  are  rated  below  their  proper 
value,  the  officer  has  a  right  to  detain  them,  at  the 
price  thus  fet  upon  them,  with  an  additional  allow- 
ance of  20  per  cent,  for  the  profit.  This  method, 
which  is  called  underwriting,  obliges  the  trader  to 
mark  thefe  articles  of  importation  at  a  value  rather 
too  high  than  too  low :  and  this  practice  therefore 
(lamps  a  great  authenticity  on  the  cuftom-houfe 
lifts.  Whether,  however,  no  fraud  can  be  pra&ifed 
in  the  flatement  is  a  queftion,  the  folution  whereof 
is  only  to .  be  had  from  fuch  as  have  the  greater! 
intereft  in  denying  it.  For  the  reft,  it  is  the  general 
opinion  that  the  prudent  precautions  are  nowhere  in 
the  whole  empire  fo  good  as  at  St.  Petersburg ;  and 
that  consequently  any  frauds  in  the  cuftoms  are  no- 
where fo  difficult.  That  this  cannot  be  faid  of  all 
cuftom-houfe  officers  is  proved  from  the  experience 
of  late  years,  when  thofe  pn  the  borders  of  Poland 
were  difplaced.  Yet  thefe  matters  do  not  come 
properly  qualified  to  the  ftatiftic  till  feveral  years 
after,  as  the  fads  are  too  recent  for  obtaining  fure 
data  and  refults. 

It  remains  to  be  mentioned,  that  the  importation 
of  diamonds,  books,  inftruments,  and  the  like,  is 
duty-free ;  and  that  therefore  thefe  confiderable 
articles  either  have  no  place  in  the  entries,  or  are 
fet  down  at  pleafure. 

According 
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According  to  what  has  been  feen,  we  are  now 
enabled  to  ftate  the  value  of  the  imports  and  exports, 
and  the  balance  of  the  trade  to  St.  Peterfburg.  By 
the  mod  probable  eftimation,  on  an  average  of  ten 
years,  from  1780  to  1790,  the  account  is  as 
follows : — 

Rubles. 

Exports         -  13,261,942 

Imports         -  -  12,238,319 


Profit  -  -  1,023,623 

In  coined  and  uncoined  gold  and 
,  filver,  in  the  three  lad  years, 
were  annually  imported  -  337,064 


This,  added  to  the  foregoing,  makes         1,360,687 

The  amount  of  the  whole  commerce  was  there- 
fore in  the  faid  period,  from  1780  to  1790,  annually 
*5>$37>325  rubles. 

The  increafe  of  the  commerce  appears  in  a 
{hiking  progreiTion  from  the  following  ftate- 
ments : — 

IMPORTS.  EXPORTS. 

1780.         8,600,000  rubles.       10,900,000  rubles, 
1785.        io,ooOjOoo  13,400,000 

'1789.        15,300,000  18,700,000 


If 
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If  we  admit,  upon  the  mod  probable  computation, 
that  the  whole  commerce  of  the  empire  amounts  to 
about  50,000,000  of  rubles,  it  will  then  follow  that 
St.  Peterfburg  has  more  than  the  half  for  its  fhare. 
The  next  place  in  the  commercial  fcale,  after  the 
refidence*,  is  held  by  Riga  ;  the  commerce  of  which 
collectively  may  be  eftimated  at  about  6,000,000. 
This  proportion  may  ferve  to  fhew  the  rank  on  this 
fcale  that  may  be  allowed  to  the  other  trading  towns 
that  come  after  Riga. 

The  commerce  of  St.  Peterfburg  is  chiefly  carried 
on  by  commiffion  in  the  hands  of  factors.  This 
clafs  of  merchants,  which  confifts  almou:  entirely  of 
foreigners,  forms  the  moll  refpeclable  and  confider- 
able  part  of  the  perfons  on  the  exchange.  In  the 
year  1790,  of  the  foreign  counting  houfes  not  be- 
longing to  the  guilds,  were  eight  and  twenty  englifh, 
feven  german,  two  fwifs,  four  danifh,  fever al  pruflian, 
fix  dutch,  four  french,  two  portugueze,  one  fpr.nifh, 
and  one  italian.  Befides  thefe,  were  twelve  deno- 
minated burghers,  and  of  the  firft  guild  one  hun- 
dred and  fix,  with  forty-fix  foreign  merchants  and 
feventeen  belonging  to  other  towns,  though  feveral 
caufe  themfelves  to  be  enrolled  in  thefe  guilds  who 
are  not  properly  merchants. 

In  order  to  form  an  idea  of  the  exchange  and  the 
courfe  of  trade,  the  following  brief  account  will 

*  So  St.  Petersburg  is  flyled,  from  being  the  ufual  refidence 
of  the  later  fovereigns,  Mpfco  is  the  capital  of  Ruflia,  as  every 
reader  knows. 

fuffice. 
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fuffice.  The  ruffian  merchants  from  the  interior 
of  the  empire  repair,  at  a  Mated  time,  to  St.  Peterf- 
burg,  where  they  bargain  with  the  factors  for  the 
fale  of  their  commodities.  This  done,  they  enter 
into  contracts  to  deliver  the  goods  according  to  the 
particulars  therein  fpecified,  at  which  time  they 
commonly  receive  the  half  or  the  whole  of  the  pur- 
chafe-money,  though  the  goods  are  not  to  be  de- 
livered till  the  following  fpring  or  fummer  by  the 
barks  then  to  come  down  the  Ladoga  canal.  The 
quality  of  the  goods  is  then  pronounced  on  by 
fworn  brackets  or  forters,  according  to  the  kinds 
mentioned  in  the  contract.  The  articles  of  import- 
ation are  either  difpofed  of  by  ruffian  merchants 
through  the  refident  factors,  or  the  latter  deliver 
them  for  fale  at  foreign  markets ;  in  both  cafes  the 
Ruffian,  to  whofe  order  they  came,  receives  them 
on  condition  of  paying  for  them  by  inftalments  of 
fix,  twelve,  and  more  months.  The  ruffian  mer? 
chant,  therefore,  is  paid  for  his  exports  beforehand, 
and  buys  fuch  as  are  imported  on  credit ;  he  rilks 
no  damages  by  fta,  and  is  exempted  from  the 
tedious  tranfactions  of  the  .cuitonvhoufe,  and  of 
loading  and  unloading. 

The  clearance  of  the  mips,  the  tranfport  of  the 
goods  into  the  government  warehoufes,  the  packing 
and  unpacking,  unloading  and  difpatching  of  them, 
. — in  a  word,  the  whole  of  the  great  buttle  attendant 
on  the  commerce  of  a  maritime  town,  is  principally 
at  Cronfladt  and  that  part  of  the  refidence  called 

Vaffilioftrof. 
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Vaflilioftrof*.  Here  are  the  exchange,  the  cuftom- 
houfe,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  this  ifland,  namely  on 
a  fmall  ifland  between  that  and  the  Peterfburg 
ifland,  the  hemp  warehoufes  and  magazines,  in 
which  the  riches  of  fo  many  countries  are  bartered 
and  kept.  In  all  the  other  parts  of  the  city,  the 
tumult  of  bufinefs  is  fo  rare  and  imperceptible,  that 
a  ftranger  who  mould  be  fuddenly  conveyed  hither 
would  never  imagine  that  he  was  in  the  chief  com- 
mercial town  of  the  ruffian  empire.  The  opulent 
merchants  have  their  dwellings  and  compting-houfes 
in  the  moll  elegant  parts  of  the  town.  Their  houfes, 
gate-ways,  and  court-yards,  are  not,  as  in  Hamburgh 
and  Riga,  blocked  up  and  barricadoed  with  bales 
of  goods  and  heaps  of  timber  \  here,  befides  the 
compting-houfe,  no  trace  is  feen  of  mercantile 
affairs.  The  bufinefs  at  the  cuflom-houfe  is  tranf. 
acted  by  one  of  the  clerks,  and  people  that  are  hired 
for  that  purpofe,  called  expeditors ;  and  the  labour 
is  performed  by  artelfchiki,  or  porters  belonging  to 
a  kind  of  guild. 

The  factor  delivers  the  imported  goods  to  the 
ruffian  merchant,  who  fends  them  off,  in  the  above- 
mentioned  manner,  or  retails  them  on  the  fpot,  in 
the  markets,  warehoufes,  and  (hops. 

*  The  Peterfburg  ifland  was  formerly  called  Berefovoioftrof ; 
the  Vaflilioftrof,  while  Ingria  was  in  pofTeflion  of  the  Swedes, 
bore  the  name  of  Givifaari ;  the  Apothecary's  ifland  was  called 
Korpofaari ;  Kammenoioftrof  was  then  Kitzifaari ;  and  the 
parifh  where  Peterhof  ftands  wa3-  called  Tirief. 

There 
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There  would  be  no  exaggeration  in  affirming, 
that  it  would  be  difficult  to  point  out  a  people  that 
have  more  of  the  fpirit  of  trade  and  mercantile  in* 
duftry  than  the  Ruffians.  Traffic  is  their  darling 
purfuit :  every  common  Ruffian,  if  he  can  but  by 
any  means  fave  up  a  trifling  fum  of  money,  as  it  is 
Very  poffible  for  him  to  do,  by  his  frugal  and  poor 
way  of  living,  tries  to  become  a  merchant*  This 
career  he  ufually  begins  as  a  rafnofchik>  or  feller  of 
things  about  the  flreets ;  the  profits  arMng  from 
this  ambulatory  trade  and  his  parfimony  foon 
enable  him  to  hire  a  lavka  or  fhop  ;  where,  by 
lending  of  fmall  funis  at  large  intereft,  by  taking 
advantage  of  the  courfe  of  exchange,  and  by  em- 
ploying little  artifices  of  trade,  he  in  a  fhort  time 
becomes  a  pretty  fubftantiai  man.  He  now  buys 
and  builds  houfes  and  mops,  which  he  either  lets  to 
others,  or  fuinifhes  with  goods  himfelf,  putting  in 
perfons  to  manage  them  for  fmall  wages ;  begins  to 
launch  out  into  an  extenfive  trade,  undertakes  po- 
driads,  contracts  with" the  crown,  deliveries  of  mer^ 
chandize,  &c.  The  numerous  inftances  of  the 
rapid  fuccefs  of  fuch  people  almofl  exceed  defcrip- 
tion.  By  thefe  methods,  a  ruffian  merchant,  named 
Sava  Yacovlef,  who  died  not  many  years  ago,  from 
a  hawker  of  fifh  about  the  flreets  became  a  capitalifl 
of  feveral  millions.  Many  of  thefe  favourites  of 
fortune  are  at  firfl  vaiTals,  who  obtain  paffes  from 
their  landlords,  and  with  thefe  ftroll  about  the 
towns,  in  order  to  feek  a  better  condition  of  life,  as 
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labourers,  bricklayers,  and  carpenters,  than  they 
could  hope  to  find  at  the  plough-tail  in  the  country. 
Some  of  them  continue,  after   fortune   has   raifed 
them,  and  even  with  great  riches,  full  ilaves ;  pay- 
ing their  lord,  in  proportion  to  their  circumfiances, 
an  obrok  or  .yearly  tribute.     Among  the  people  of 
this   clafs  at  Peceriburg  are  many   who  belong  to 
count  Sheremetof,  the  richeft  private  man  in  Ruffia, 
and  pay  him  annually  for  their  pafs  a  thoufand  and 
more  rubles.    It  often  happens  that  thefe  merchants, 
when  even  in  fplendid  circumdances,   lull  retain 
their  national  habit  and  their  long  beard  ;    and  it  is 
by  no  means  rare   to  fee  them  driving  along  the 
[beets  of  the  refidence,  in  this  drefs,   in  the  moil 
elegant  carriages.     From  all  this  it  is  very  remark- 
able, that  extremely  few  ruffian  houfes  have  fuc- 
ceeded  in  getting  the  foreign  commiiiion  trade ;  a 
ftriking  proof  that  there  i$  fomething  befides  induftry 
and   parfimony   requjfite  to   mercantile  credit,    in 
which   the  Ruffians  mud  hitherto  have  been   de- 
ficient. 

All  the  ways  of  gaining  a  livelihood  among  the 
working  clafs  have  an  intimate  connection.  The 
raifing  the  products,  their  manufacture,  and  the 
barter  of  them,  are  equally  the  capital  of  the  nation, 
and  the  fource  of  its  profperity  and  wealth.  Among 
the  manufactories  the  imperial  eftablifhments  are  fo 
diflinguifhable  for  the  magnitude  of  their  plan  and 
the  richnefs  and  excellence  of  their  productions, 
that  they  may  enter  into  competition  with  the  mod 
*7  celebrated 
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celebrated  inftitutions  of  the  fame  kind  in  any  other 
country.     The  tapeftry  manufactory,  which  weaves 
both  hangings  and  carpeting,  produces  fuch  excel- 
lent work,  that  better  is  not  to  be  feen  from  the 
Gobelines  at  Paris.     The  circumftance  that  at  pre-< 
fent  only  native  Ruffians  are  employed,    enhances 
the  value  and  the  curiofity  of  the  eftabiifhnient. 
Nowhere,  perhaps,  is  the  progrefs  of  the  nation  in 
civilization  more  ftriking  to  the  foreigner  than  in 
the   fpacious   and   extenfive   work-rooms    of  this 
manufactory.     The  porcelain  manufactory  likewife 
entertains,  excepting  the  modellers  and  arcanifls, 
none  but  ruffian  workmen,  amounting  in  all  to  the 
number  of  four  hundred,  and  produces  ware  that 
for  tafte  and  finenefs  of  execution  approaches  near 
to  their  beft  patterns.     The  clay  was  formerly  got 
from  the  Ural,  but  at  prefent  from  the  Ukraine, 
and  the  quartz  from  the  mountains  of  Oionetz.    It 
is  carried  on  entirely  at  the  expence  of  government, 
to  which  it  annually  coils  15,000  rubles  in  wages, 
and  takes  orders.     But  the  price  of  the  porcelain 
is  high  ;  and  the  general  prejudice  is  not  in  favour 
of  its  durability.     The  fayence  manufactory   has 
hitherto  made  only  ineffectual  attempts  to  drive  out 
the  queen's  ware  of  England ;  but  the  neat  and 
elegant  chamber-ftoves  made  there,  give  it  the  c^on- 
fequence  of  a  very  ufeful  efiablifhment.     Almoft  all 
the  new-buihhou;es  are  provided  with  the  excellent 
work  of  this  manufactory  ;  and  confiderable  orders 
are  executed  for  the  provinces.  — A  bronze  manu-  - 
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factory,  which  was  fet  up  for  the  ufe  of  the  con- 
duction of  the  Ifaak  church,  but  works  now  for 
the  court  and  private  perfons,  merits  honourable 
mention,  on  account  of  the  neatnefs  and  tafte  of  its 
executions.  —  More  remarkable  by  the  mechanifm 
of  their  conftruction  are  the  (lone-cutting  works  at 
Peterhof.  All  the  inftrurnents,  faws,  turning-lathes, 
cutting  and  polifhing  engines,  are  worked  by  water 
under  the  floor  of  the  building.  Fifty  workmen  are 
here  employed  in  working  foreign,  and  efpecially 
ruffian  forts  of  ftone  into  flabs,  vafes,  urns,  boxes, 
columns,  and  other  ornaments  of  various  kinds  and 
magnitudes.  —  Many  other  imperial  fabrics  for  the 
ufe  of  the  army,  the  mint,  &c.  are  carried  on  in 
various  places ;  but  the  defcription  of  them  would 
lead  us  beyond  our  limits. 

The  number  of  private  manufactories  at  prefent 
fubfifting  in  St.  Peterfburg  amounts  to  about  one 
hundred.  The  principal  materials  on  which  they 
are  employed,  fome  on  a  larger  and  others  on  a 
fmaller  fcale,  are  leather,  paper,  gold  and  filver, 
fugar,  filk,  tobacco,  diftilled  waters,  wool,  glafs, 
clay,  wax,  cotton,  and  chintz.  Leather,  as  is  well 
known,  is  among  the  moll  important  of  their  ma- 
nufactures for  the  export  trade  ;  accordingly  here 
are  fixteen  tanneries.  The  paper  manufactories 
amount  to  the  like  number,  for  hangings  and  ge- 
neral ufe.  Twelve  gold  and  filver  manufactories 
fell  threads,  laces,  edgings,  fringes,  epaulets,  kc. 
Eight  fugar-works.     Seven  for  filk  goods,  gauze, 
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cloths,  hofe,  and  ftufTs,  and  feveral  others.  Here 
muft  not  be  forgotten  the  great  glafs-houfes  fet  up 
by  prince  Potemkin,  where  all  the  various  articles 
for  ufe  and  ornament,  of  that  material,  are  made  ; 
but  particularly  that  for  looking-glaffes,  where  they 
are  manufactured  of  fuch  extraordinary  magnitude 
and  beauty,  as  to  exceed  anything  of  the  kind  pro- 
duced by  the  famous  glafs-houfes  at  Murano  and 
Paris.  Among  many  others  which  we  have  not 
room  to  particularize,  are  no  lefs  than  five  letter- 
foundries,  one  manufactory  for  clocks  and  watches, 
&c.  &c. 

That  in  fo  large  and  opulent  a  city,  the  refidence 
of  a  brilliant  court,  the  neceflary  and  ufeful  trades 
mould  find  employment,  may  be  eafily  imagined  ; 
but  perhaps  it  is  not  generally  known,  that  in  a  city 
of  fo  modern  a  date,  that  for  the  fupply  of  not  only 
the  moft  neceflary,  but  alfo  of  the  mod  frivolous 
demands,  for  the  fimpleft  not  more  than  for  the 
moft  artificial  conveniencies,  for  the  mofl  curious 
as  well  as  the  moil  ordinary  luxuries,  here  are  ar- 
tifts  and  workfhops  of  all  defcriptions.  Allured  by 
the  numerous  wants  of  a  great  city,  and  the  profu- 
fion  of  a  court,  many  thoufands  of  induftrious  and 
ingenious  foreigners  have  been  induced  to  fettle 
here  ;  by  the  continual  influx  of  whom,  and  the 
communication  of  their  talents,  this  refidence  is 
become  not  only  the  feat  of  all  ingenious  trades, 
but  likewife  a  fource  of  induftry,  which  flows  in 
beneficial  ftreams  through  all  the  adjacent  provinces. 

No 
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No  country  has  contributed  in  fo  great  a  degree  to 
effect  this  falutary  change  as  Germany ;  all  ufeful 
trades,  and  a  great  part  of  thofe  for  the  accommo- 
dations of  luxury,  are  carried  on  by  Germans  and 
Ruffians  alone.  Next  to  the  Germans  in  this  refpect 
come  the  Swedes :  fome  few  French  live  here  in 
the  capacity  of  reftaurateurs,  cooks,  frifeurs,  clock- 
makers,  and  fome  others.  Two  or  three  breweries 
and  fome  handicrafts  are  profecuted  with  fuccefs  by 
Englifhmen.  Germans  are  difperfed  all  over  the 
empire :  upwards  of  twenty  thoufand  families  dwell 
in  the  Krimea  and  on  the  fhores  of  the  Volga ;  in 
Mofco,  Archangel,  and  feveral  of  the  inland  pro- 
vinces, many,  and  fome  of  them  confiderable  fa- 
milies, have  been  domeflicated  from  the  beginning 
of  the  eighteenth  century  and  earlier. 

Of  the  trades  which  are  followed  almoft  exclu- 
fively  by  the  Ruffians,  are  thofe  of  the  bricklayer 
and  carpenter.  Befides  the  bricklayers  and  mafons 
that  live  conftantly  at  St.  Peterfburg,  above  fix 
thoufand  of  them  come  annually  from  the  provinces 
to  work  during  the  fhort  fummer.  Spacious  and 
handfome  buildings  are  ufually  conftrucled  after 
the  plans  of  an  architect,  of  whom  the  court  has 
fome  of  the  firft  eminence  in  its  fervice,  and  under 
the  infpection  of  a  furveyor  ;  but  all  the  reft  is  per- 
formed by  ruffian  builders.  Thefe  and  the  mafons 
are  for  the  mod  part  boors,  who  employ  their 
paffport  in  working  for  the  ufe  and  embellifhment 
of  the  city.     It  is  impoffible  to  refrain  from  being 
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furprifed  at  the  talent  for  imitation  that  forms  the 
prominent  feature  in  the  chara&er  of  this  nation, 
on  feeing  how  quickly  thefe  clownifh  people,  defti- 
tute  of  all  idea  of  art,  attain  to  the  utmoft  dex- 
terity and  the  nicefr.  judgment  in  the  execution  of 
thefe  works.  The  plolniki,  or  carpenters,  are  equally 
expert  in  the  ufe  of  their  axe,  which,  though  fo 
firnple  in  its  conftruclion,  fupplies  with  them  the 
place  of  the  hammer,  the  plane,  the  faw,  and  the 
chifel.  With  this  compendium  of  all  tools  they 
build  houfes,  make  tables,  chairs,  carts  —  in  fhort, 
all  the  necerTaries  of  common  life  that  can  be  made 
of  wood.  On  account  of  their  dexterity  and  the 
cheapnefs  of  their  labour,  they  are  employed  in  the 
conftruclion  even  of  brick  and  (tone  houfes,  for 
executing  the  coarfer  carpentry. 

The  potteries  and  glazed  tile  works  are  all  in  the 
hands  of  Ruffians.  Befides  thefe,  the  natives  are 
the  only  butchers  and  gardeners.  The  latter  cul- 
tivate everything  which  the  foil  and  climate  can 
produce.  As  the  greatefl  advantage  of  this  profef- 
fion  is  to  produce  vegetables  at  extraordinary  fea- 
fons,  the  utmoft  endeavours  of  thefe  people  are 
exerted  to  that  end ;  and  perhaps  nowhere  under 
the  fame  parallel  are  all  the  vegetables  of  the  kitchen- 
garden  produced  fo  early  as  here.  This  trade  is 
moftly  followed  by  boors  from  Roftof  and  the  ad- 
jacent country,  who,  after  a  few  years  (lay,  return 
home  with  confiderable  property,  the  fruit  of  their 
induftry.     How  profitable  this  profeflion  muft  be, 

from 
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from  the  prevailing  luxury  of  the  table,  may  be 
eafily  conceived.  —  Prince  Potemkin,  during  his  lafl 
fojourn  in  the  refidence,  dining  one  day  with  count 
Chernichef,  an  experimentaly^Z/^M,  green-feller, 
announced  himfelf  with  five  uncommonly  fine  cu- 
cumbers, which  exactly  at  that  time  of  the  year 
were  extremely  rare,  and  of  which  the  prince  was 
known  to  be  particularly  fond.  The  houfe-fleward 
took  them  of  the  man,  and  prefented  them  to  his 
matter,  who  was  fitting  at  table  with  the  prince. 
The  cucumbers  were  devoured  in  a  trice  ;  and  the 
count  ordered  a  hundred  rubles  to  be  given  to  the 
green-feller,  as  a  prefent  for  the  agreeable  furprife  : 
but  the  latter  who  had  already  learnt  that  his  goods 
were  irrevocably  gone,  rejected  the  prefent,  and 
demanded  the  payment  of  five  hundred  rubles  ; 
till  at  length  he  was  with  great  difficulty  perfuaded 
to  be  contented  with  a  fmaller  fum. 

Thefe  and  a  few  other  lefs  important  trades  are 
confined  foiely  to  the  Ruffians.  In  all  the  reft  the 
Germans  are  as  numerous,  and  often  more  fo  than 
the  Ruffians.  This  is  principally  the  cafe  in  all 
handicrafts  that  depend  on  fafhion,  as  the  prejudices 
here  are  greatly  in  favour  of  foreigners.  Thus,  for 
example,  there  are  more  german  taylors  than  fhoe- 
makers,  in  proportion  to  Ruffians.  Among  the 
former  are  many  fubftantial  and  even  wealthy 
perfons,  who,  befides  their  houfe  in  town,  have 
another  in  the  country,  keep  an  equipage,  and 
whofe  wives  wear  diamonds.     Nay,  feverai  of  them 
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give  weekly  concerts  and  routs,  and  on  each  of  the 
family  feftivals  fpend  one  hundred  or  one  hundred 
and  fifty  rubles  on  the  table.  People  of  this  fort 
rife  above  their  trade ;  they  become  artifts ;  it  is 
not  fo  much  for  the  work  as  for  the  fafhion  that 
they  are  paid.  One  of  thefe  artifts  in  drefs,  whofe 
good  fortune  and  reputation  have  raifed  him  to 
opulence,  now  undertakes  nothing  more  than  the 
cutting  out  of  the  clothes,  and  then  gives  them  to 
other  taylors  to  few  them  together ;  for  this  trouble, 
under  the  article  pour  la  f agon,  he  charges  five  and 
twenty  rubles.  Many  of  thefe  people  too  are  not 
merely  taylors,  but  belong  to  the  clafs  called  in 
France  marchands-tailleurs.  Their  greateft  profit  is 
in  buying,  they  make  advances,  and  give  credit  to 
people  of  rank,  of  whom  they  have  frequently  fe- 
veral  thoufands  of  rubles  to  demand. 

Befides  the  trades  already  mentioned,  that  of  the 
fmith  is  one  of  the  mod  profitable ;  as  the  mafters 
can  employ  boors  in  the  coarfe  work,  and  who,  on 
firfl  coming  from  the  country,  are  to  be  had  at 
very  low  wages.  The  generality  of  german  fmiths 
fucceed  very  well,  build  themlelves  good  houfes, 
and  leave  their  children  wherewith  to  begin  the 
world.  But  in  general,  the  german  mechanic,  all 
things  confidered,  lives  nowhere  fo  well  as  here, 
as  he  can  nowhere  earn  fo  much  with  fo  much 
eafe.  The  bufmefs  of  the  mafter  confifts  in  looking 
after  his  workmen,  in  regulating  the  day's  work, 
in  taking  of  orders,  and  getting  in  his  debts.     At 

noon 
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noon  he  fits  down  to  a  well-furnifhed  table,  and 
the  evening  he  pafles  in  one  or  other  of  the  nu- 
merous clu^s  in  various  parts  of  the  town.  Far 
worfe  fares  it  with  the  ruffian  artifan.  His  work  is 
in  fome  cafes  (though  certainly  not  in  all,  for  the 
german  matter  has  often  only  ruffian  journeymen 
and  apprentices^  indeed  not  "quite  fo  good;  but 
the  price  of  his  workmanfhip  is  always  far  inferior 
to  the  value  of  his  labour.  In  very  many  of  the 
mechanical  trades  the  Ruffians  already  perform  all 
that  can  reafonably  be  expected ;  and  from  this, 
and  from  the  infolence  of  the  german  matters,  their 
cuftomers  increafe  from  year  to  year. 

Moft  of  the  trades  that  relate  to  luxuries  are 
here  carried  on  to  fuch  an  extent,  and  in  fo  great 
perfection,  as  to  render  it,  at  lead  for  the  refidence, 
unneceflary  to  import  thofe  articles  from  abroad. 
The  chief  of  thefe  are  works  in  the  nobler  metals. 
Here  are  forty-four  ruffian  and  one  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  foreign,  confcquently  in  all  one  hundred 
and  eighty-three  workers  in  gold,  filver,  and  trinkets, 
as  matters  ;  and  befides  them  feveral  gilders  and 
filverers  :  —  a  monftrous  difproportion,  when  com- 
pared with  thofe  employed  in  the  ufeful  and  indif- 
penfable  bufmeiTes.  The  pomp  of  the  court,  and 
the  luxury  of  the  rich  and  great,  have  rendered  a 
tatte  in  works  of  this  kind  fo  common,  and  carried 
the  art  itfelf  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  the  moft  extra- 
ordinary objects  of  it  are  here  to  be  met  with. 
Several  of  them  are  wrought  in  a  fort  of  manu- 
factory :  in  one  fet  of  premifes  are  all  the  various 
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workmen  and  fhops  for  completing  the  moft  ele- 
gant devices,  ornamental  and  ufeful,  from  the 
rough  bullion.  Even  the  embroiderers  in  gold 
and  filver,  though  they  are  not  formed  into  a  com- 
pany, are  yet  pretty  numerous.  The  works  they 
produce  are  finiflied  in  fo  high  a  tafte,  that  quan- 
tities of  them  are  fold  in  the  (hops  that  deal  in 
englifh  or  french  goods,  and  to  which  they  are 
not  inferior.  This  bufinefs,  which  is  a  perpetual 
fource  of  profit  to  a  great  number  of  widows  and 
young  women  of  jlender  incomes,  forms  a  ftrong 
obje&ion  to  the  declamations  againft  luxury. 
Perhaps  the  remark  is  not  unneceflary,  that  mam 
laces  and  embroidery  cannot  here  be  ufed,  even  on 
the  ftage.  Next  to  thefe  may  be  ranged  the  hoft 
of  milleners,  who  are  moftly  of  french  defcent ; 
and  here,  as  in  Paris,  together  with  their  induftry 
are  endowed  with  a  variety  of  agreeable  and  profit- 
able talents.  Their  numbers  are  daily  increafing  ; 
and,  furprifing  !  the  greater  their  multitude,  the 
better  they  feem  to  thrive.  Their  work  is  neat, 
elegant,  and  modifli  ;  but  they  certainly  bear  an 
enormous  price  :  a  marchande  des  modes,  if  fhe  un- 
derftand  her  bufinefs,  is  fure  to  make  a  fortune. 
The  generality  of  them,  after  completing  this  aim, 
return  to  their  native  country. 

The  coachmaker's  trade  is  likewife  here  in  a 
flourifhing  date.  The  great  concerns  in  which 
this  bufinefs  is  carried  on  in  all  its  parts,  from  the 
fimple  fcrew  to  the  finelt  varnifh ;  the  folidity  and 

durability, 
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durability,  the  elegance  and  the  tafte  of  the  car- 
riages they  turn  out,  the  multitude  of  people,  and, 
in  fhort,  the  large  fums  of  money  that  are.  em- 
ployed in  them,  which  would  otherwife  be  fent 
abroad  for  thefe  vehicles,  render  this  bufinefs  one 
of  the  moft  confequential  of  the  refidence.  In  the 
judgment  of  connoifTeurs,  and  by  the  experience 
of  fuch  as  ufe  them,  the  carriages  made  here  yield  ' 
in  nothing  to  thofe  of  Paris  or  London ;  and  in  the 
making  of  varnifh  the  Ruffians  have  improved 
upon  the  Englifh ;  only  in  point  of  durability  the 
carriages  are  faid  to  fall  fhort  of  thofe  built  by  the 
famous  workmen  of  the  laft-mentioned  nation ; 
and  the  want  of  dry  timber  is  given  as  the  caufe  of 
this  failure.  With  all  thefe  advantages,  and  not- 
withstanding the  vaft  difference  in  price  of  thofe 
that  come  from  abroad,  which  is  greatly  enhanced 
by  the  high  duties,  yet  they  are  yearly  imported 
to  a  great  amount ;  the  blame  of  which  practice  is 
generally  laid  by  the  Ruffians  on  the  prejudices  of 
the  Englifh  merchants  (who  lead  the  fafhions  in 
moil  inftances)  in  favour  of  the  carriages  of  their 
own  country.  The  Ruffians  have  fucceeded  in  ap- 
propriating the  far  greater  part  of  this  bufinefs  to 
themfelves  ;  the  fhape  of  their  carriages  is  in  the 
height  of  the  mode,  the  varnifh  is  excellent,  and 
the  outward  appearance  elegant  and  graceful ;  but 
for  durability  their  reputation  is  ftill  inferior  to 
thofe  even  of  the  german  workmen  here.  This 
cenfure   applies   to  all  the   ruffian  manufactures: 

their 
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their  exterior  is  often  not  to  be  found  fault  with ; 
but  they  are  deficient  in  the  folidity,   which  fo 
much  recommends  the  work  of  other  countries. 
In  excufe  for  the  Ruffians,  one  thing  ought  not 
to  be  forgotten,  that  they  have  to  contend  with  an 
obftacle  that  renders  it  impoffible  for  them  to  em- 
ploy fo  much  time,  labour,  and  expence  on  their 
work,  as  are  neceflary  for  bringing  it  to  the  ut- 
moft:  intrinfic  perfection ;  and  which,  as  long  as  it 
continues,  will  confine  and  impede  the  progrefs  of 
national   induftry.     This    obftacle   is  the  general 
prejudice  in  favour  of  englifh  commodities,  which 
indeed  is  the  cafe,  more  or  lefs,  in  all  countries  ; 
but  nowhere  in  fo  high  a  degree,  and  with  fuch 
exclufive  effects  as  here.      The  ruffian  manufac- 
turer,  therefore,    naturally  flrives   to   impofe   his 
work  on  the  cuftomer  for  foreign,  and  to  prefs  it 
upon  him  under  foreign  names :  where  this  is  not 
practicable,  (as  with  the  carriages  in  the  Yaemfcoi, 
which  everybody  knows  to  be  ruffian,)  he  is  forced 
to  facrifice  folidity   to    outward    appeal ance,   for 
which  he  can  only  expect  to  be  paid.     A  chariot 
made  by  a  german  coachmaker  is  not  to  be  had 
under  fix  or  feven  hundred  rubles  ;  whereas  a  ruf- 
fian chariot  can  be  bought  for  half  the  money  ; 
and  it  fometimes  happens  that  the  latter  is  even 
more  lading  than  the  former. 

Joinery  is  practifed  as  well  by  the  Ruffians  as  the 
Germans ;  but  the  cabinet-maker's  art,  in  which 
the  price  of  the  ingenuity  far  exceeds  the  value  of 

the 
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the  materials,  is  at  prefent  folely  confined  to  fome 
foreigners,  among  whom  the  Germans  diftinguifh 
themfelves  to  their  honour.  The  artifts  of  that 
nation  occafionally  execute  mafter-pieces,  made  at 
intervals  of  leifure  under  the  influence  of  genius 
and  tafte,  and  for  which  they  find  a  ready  fale  in 
the  refidence  of  a  great  and  magnificent  court. 
Thus  not  long  fince  one  of  thefe  made  a  cabinet, 
which  for  invention,  tafte,  and  excellency  of  work- 
manfhip,  exceeded  everything  that  had  ever  been 
feen  in  that  way.  The  price  of  this  piece  of  art  was 
feven  thoufand  rubles ;  and  the  artift  declared,  that 
with  this  fum  he  mould  not  be  paid  for  the  years  of 
application  he  had  bellowed  upon  it.  Another  mo- 
nument of  german  ingenuity  is  preferved  in  the 
academy  of  fciences,  in  the  model  of  a  bridge  after 
a  defign  of  the  ftate-counfellor  Von  Gerhard.  This 
bridge,  the  moil  magnificent  work  of  the  kind,  if 
the  poffibility  of  its  conftruction  could  be  proved, 
confifts  of  eleven  arches,  a  draw  bridge  for  letting 
vefiels  pafs,  diftinct  raifed  footways  and  landing- 
places,  &c.  The  beauty  of  the  model,  and  the 
excellency  of  its  execution,  leave  everything  of 
the  fort  very  far  behind.  The  late  emprefs  rewarded 
the  artificer  with  a  prefent  of  four  thoufand  rubles, 
and  he  has  ever  fince  been  employed  by  the  court. 
Among  the  more  capital  undertakers  of  this  clafs 
are  people  who  keep  warehoufes  of  ready-made 
goods  for  fale ;  one  in  particular,  who  has  by  him 
to  the  amount  of  many  thoufand  rubles,  in  inlaid 
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or  parquetted  floors  of  all  kinds  of  wood,  patterns, 
and  colours,  that  only  require  to  be  put  together, 
which  may  be  done  in  a  few  days.  Another  con- 
fines himfelf  to  the  making  of  coffins,  of  which  he 
keeps  a  great  quantity,  of  every  form  and  fize, 
and  at  all  prices.  Several ,  of  thefe  dealers  on  a 
large  fcale  have  neither  mop,  nor  tools,  nor  journey- 
men, but  engage  only  in  podriads ;  for  example, 
to  execute  all  the  timber  and  wood-work  in  a  new- 
built  houfe,  and  then  take  on  the  neceffary  work- 
men, over  whom  they  acl:  as  Surveyors. —  Before 
we  difmifs  this  fubjeft,  a  man  and  his  work  mull 
be  mentioned,  who  does  honour  to  his  country, 
Germany ;  and  in  his  line  has  excelled  anything 
that  the  mofl  refined  induftry  of  England  and  France 
has  ever  produced.  The  name  of  this  man  is 
Roentgen  ;  he  is  a  native  of  Neuwied,  and  belongs 
to  the  feci  of  Moravian  brethren.  He  has  lived 
many  years,  at  feveral  times,  in  St.  Peterfburg, 
and  has  embellifhed  and  enriched  the  palaces  of 
the  emprefs  and  the  great  perfonages  of  the  court 
with  the  aftonifhing  productions  of  his  art.  In  the 
imperial  hermitage  are  a  great  many  pieces  of  fur- 
niture, cabinets,  clocks,  and  other  works,  of  his 
invention  and  execution.  They  are  compofed  of 
the  greateft  variety  of  woods,  to  which  the  artifl, 
by  a  certain  preparation,  has  given  a  peculiar  hard- 
nefs  and  durability ;  and  which,  by  the  mod  la- 
borious and  extraordinary  mode  of  polifhing,  have 
received  a  glofs  which  needs  no  rubbing  for  its 

preservation. 


OF    THE    COMMERCE    OF    RUSSIA.  4$ 

prefervation.  The  workmanfhip  of  thefe  pieces  is 
not  lefs  wonderful  than  their  invention  ;  not  a  joint 
is  vifible  ;  all  is  fitted  fo  exactly  together  as  though 
it  were  molten  at  one  cafl: ;  fome  are  inlaid  with 
bronze- work  of  the  moll  beautiful  and  diverfified 
gilding  ;  others  with  bas-reliefs,  gems,  and  antiques. 
But  the  moft  fuperlative  produ&ion  of  this  artifl:  is 
a  bureau  or  writing-defk,  which  the  emprefs  pre- 
fented  to  the  mufeum  of  the  academy  of  fciences 
about  eight  years  ago.  Here  the  genius  of  the 
inventor  has  iavifhed  its  riches  and  its  fertility  iri 
the  greatefl  variety  of  compofitions :  all  feems  the 
work  of  enchantment.  On  opening  this  amazing 
defk,  in  front  appears  a  beautiful  group  of  bas* 
reliefs  in  bronze  fuperbly  gilt ;  which,  by  the  flight- 
eft  preffure  on  a  fpring,  vanifhes  away,  giving 
place  to  a  magnificent  writing-flat  inlaid  with  gems. 
The  fpace  above  this  flat  is  devoted  to  the  keeping 
of  valuable  papers  or  money.  The  bold  hand  that 
fhould  dare  to  invade  this  fpot  would  immediately 
be  its  own  betrayer  :  for,  at  the  lead  touch  of  the 
table-part,  the  moll  charming  flrains  of  foft  and 
plaintive  mufic  inftantly  begin  to  play  upon  the  ear ; 
the  barrel-organ  whence  it  proceeds  occupying  the 
lower  part  of  the  defk  behind.  Several  fmall  draw- 
ers for  holding  the  materials  for  writing,  &c.  like- 
wife  flart  forward  by  the  preffure  of  their  fprings, 
and  fhut  again  as  quicklj,  without  leaving  behind 
a  trace  of  their  exiflence.  If  one  would  change 
the    table-part    of  the   bureau  into   a    reading- 

defk, 
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defk,  from  the  upper  part  a  board  fprings  forward, 
from  which,  with  incredible  velocity,  all  the  parts 
of  a  commodious  and  wrel!-contrived  reading-deik 
expand,  and  take  their  proper  places.  But  the 
mechanifm  of  this  performance  of  art,  as  well  as 
its  outward  ornaments,  mould  be  feen,  as  nothing 
can  be  more  diflicult  to  defcribe.  The  inventor 
offered  this  rare  and  aftonifhing  piece  to  the  emprefs 
Catharine  II.  for  twenty  thoufand  rubles ;  but  fhe 
generoufly  thought  that  this  fum  would  be  barely 
fufficient  to  pay  for  the  workmanfhip  :  fhe  there- 
fore recompenfed  his  talent  with  a  farther  prefent 
of  five  thoufand  rubles. 

Several  other  branches  of  trade  and  commerce 
might  be  mentioned  ;  but  thefe  may  fuffice  for  the 
information  of  the  readers  of  the  prefent  work, 
efpecially  as  in  this  part  of  it  we  mud  necefiarily 
confult  brevity. 

For  want,  however,  of  a  true  flatement  of 
wreights,  meafures,  and  coins,  readers  juftly  com- 
plain of  difficulties  in  comprehending  the  authors 
who  treat  of  foreign  countries :  we  will  therefore 
conclude  our  Preliminaries  with  the  neceffary  in- 
formation on  thofe  fubje&s  with  regard  to  the  pre- 
fent work. 

The  ruffian  foot  is  exactly  the  fame  with  the  eng- 
lifh,  which  was  adopted  by  Peter  the  great  for 
the  fleet,  and  is  now  become  the  ftandard  for  the 
whole  empire.     It  is  divided  into  twelve  inches ; 

every 
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every  inch  into  ten  lines,  and  every  line  into  ten 
fcruples. 

The  ruffian  yard  is  called  arfhine.  It  is  in 
length  28  englifh,  or  i6\  french  inches.  It  is  divid- 
ed into  16  verfhoks,  each  of  which  is  therefore  i|* 
englifh  inches — 93-J  arfhines  make  100  ells  of  Berlin 
— 97I  arfhines  make  100  ells  of  Amfterdam — 8o|4 
arfhines  make  100  ells  of  Hamburgh,  &c.  At  Riga 
they  fometimes  meafure  by  the  ell,  formerly  in  com- 
mon ufe  there,  whereof  100  make  only  774  arfhines. 

The  ruffian  fathom  (fajene)  is  7  englifh  feet 
or  3  arfhines ;  the  englifh  and  the  dutch  are  no 
more  than  6  feet. 

A  ruffian  verfl  is  the  length  of  500  fathoms 
(fajene),  which  are  equal  to  3500  englifh  feet. 
A  geographical  mile  contains  6  verfls  475  fajenes 
and  y£  arfhines ;  and  a  geographical  degree  104^ 
verfls,  or,  exactly  fpeaking,  104  verfls  13 14  fa- 
jenes and  jT\  verfhoks.  An  englifh  mile  is  1 
verfl  %6$  fajenes  and  i\  arfhines ;  60  englifh  miles 
are  equal  to  1  degree  of  latitude,  as  are  104  ruf- 
fian verfls ;  a  french  league  4  verfls  84  fajenes ; 
a  fwedifh  mile  1  o  verfls  and  1 7  fajenes. 

Superficies  are  always  reckoned  by  fquare  verfls, 
defaettines,  and  fquare  fajenes,  but  mofl  commonly 
by  defaettines.  A  defaettine  is  80  fajenes  or  56a 
englifh  feet  long,  and  30  fajenes  or  210  feet  broad. 
It  contains  therefore  2400  fquare  fajenes  or  1 17,600 
ruffian  and  englifh  fquare  feet. 

Weights. 
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Weiohts.  —  The  Ieafl  ruffian  weight  is  a  folot* 
nik,  weighing  68,  but,  according  to  the  ruffian 
pharmacopoeia,  70  medicinal  grains.  In  the  com- 
mon courfe  of  trade  the  folotnik  is  divided  into  f,  f , 
and  4-  y  hut  the  afiayers,  jewellers,  and  goldfmiths, 
divide  it  into  96  parts,  and  call  each  a  part :  a 
diamond,  for  example,  weighs  2-J4*  &c. 

A  ruffian  lote  weighs  3  folotniks. 

A  pound  contains  32  lote  or  96  folotniks,  which 
make  8512  apothecary  grains,  or  7452  dutch  afle. 
Five-and-forty  ruffian;  pounds  are  38  hamburgh 
pounds.  The  parts  of  a  pound  are  ufually  named 
by  folotniks ;  what,  for  inflance,  weighs  7  lote,  is 
faid  to  weigh  2 1  folotniks. 

Thirty-fix  pounds  englifh,  or  40  pounds  rufs 
make  a  pood. 

Coin.     Gold.     Imperial       -             -  10  rubles. 

Half  Imperial  5 

Silver.     Ruble  -     «       100  copeeks. 

Half-ruble                       -  50 

Quarter^ruble     -     -     -  25 

Twenty-copeek  piece  20 

Fifteen- copeek  piece     -  15 

Grievnik       -       -       -  10 

Five-copeek  piece         -  5 

Copper.     Petaki  (5-cop.  piece)     -  5 

Grofch               -     -      -  2 

Copeek        -       -      -      -  I 

Denufhka                           -  \ 

.      Polufhka     .      -      -       -  $ 

V  it 
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%*  It  is  necefTary  to  mention,  that  the  relative 
value  of  the  ruble  to  the  money  of  other  countries 
varies'  with  the  courfe  of  exchange ;  it  will  be, 
however,  generally  adequate  to  all  hiftorical  pur- 
pofes,  if  the  reader  reckons  the  ruble  at  four  mil- 
lings. Dividing  by  five  will  then  give  him  the 
funis  fpecified  in  pounds  fterling.  This  may  ferve 
for  the  period  of  this  hiftory  :  but  at  prefent,  1798, 
the  ruble  is  worth  no  more  than  two  millings. 
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EMPRESS  CATHARINE  II. 


CHAP.    1. 

Events  previous  to  the  Revolution  in  the  Tear  1762. 
—  Birth  and  early  Tears  of  the  Emprefs.  —  Mar* 
riage  with  the  Grand  Duke  Peter  Fedorovitch.  — 
Tranfaclions  till  the  Death  of  Elizabeth. 

IT  is  now  fcarcely  poflible  for  any  great  events 
to  efcape  the  pen  of  hiftory ;  and  thofe  which  it 
feems  to  record  with  mod  delight  are  the  fangui- 
nary  cataflrophes  that  fhake  empires  to  their  bafe, 
or  caufe  the  reins  of  government  to-  pafs  from  one 
hand  to  another.  Vain  then  would  be  the  at- 
tempt to  conceal  or  difguife  the  caufes  of  that  re- 
volution which,  in  1762,  brought  the  throne  of 
Ruffia  under  another  fovereign.  Many  will,  doubt- 
lefs,  be  the  writers  who  will  endeavour  to  unveil 
them  ;  and  therefore  it  is  of  confequence  that  pos- 
terity mould  faithfully  be  made  acquainted  with 
that  tranfa&ion. 

£3  In 
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In  order  to  form  a  true  judgment  of  the  charac- 
ter of  Peter  III.  of  his  failings  and  misfortunes^ 
we  mufr.  firfr,  cad  an  eye  over  the  reign  of  Eliza- 
beth, to  difcover  the  intrigues  that  were  formed 
againfl  her  nephew  by  the  ambitious  and  fakhlefs 
courtiers  of  that  princefs. 

Elizabeth  Petrovna  was  the  daughter  of  Peter 
the  great  and  the  firft  Catharine ;  who,  notwith- 
flanding  her  great  power,  was  obliged,  at  her 
death,  to  leave  the  throne  to  the  young  *  Peter  II. 
fon  of  the  unfortunate  tzarovitch  Alexius,  deca- 
pitated by  order  of  his  father, 

Peter  II.  reigned  only  three  years,  and  was  fol- 
lowed f  by  the  emprefs  Anne,  daughter  of  the 
tzar  Ivan,  elder  brother  of  Peter  the  firft. 

To  Anne,  in  1740  j,  fucceeded  Ivan  III.  her 
nephew,  being  yet  in  his  cradle  ;  and  who,  by  a 
confpiracy  headed  by  a  germ  an  furgeon  of  french 
extraction,  named  Leftocq,  was  dethroned,  thir- 
teen months  afterwards  ||,  for  the  purpofe  of  raif? 
ing  Elizabeth  to  the  fovereign  power  §. 

Elizabeth, 

*   May  18,  1727.  I  February  I,  1730. 

;];  The  28th  of  October.  ||   December  7,  1741. 

§  Lellocq  became,  In  his  turn,  the  victim  of  a  cabal  that  was 
formed  againft  him.  The  chancellor  Befhchef,  and  feve-al 
pther  courtiers,  accufed  him  to  the  emprefs  Elizabeth  of  holding 
a  dangerous  correfpondence  with  the  ambaflador  of  Pruffra;  and 
the  deluded  princefs  facrificed  to  their  animofity  the  man  to 
yvhom  (he  owed  her  crown.  Leftocq  was  deprived  of  all  hi$ 
property,  and  exiled  to  a  rniferable  "village  in  the  province  of 

Archangel, 
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Elizabeth,  it  is  faid,  bore  a  likenefs  to  the  hand- 
fome  Catharine  her  mother,  and  even  tranfcend- 
ed  her  in  beauty.  She  was  of  an  advantageous 
height,  and  of  a  figure  remarkably  well  propor- 
tioned ;  and  though  her  features  were  rather  large, 
her  countenance  difplayed  an  inexpreffrble  fweet- 
nefs,  flill  increafed  by  the  charms  of  her  conver- 
fation,  which  was  often  gay,  and  almofl  always 
flattering.  But  if  (he  equalled  her  mother  in  thofe 
advantages  which  render  the  fociety  of  a  woman  fo 
agreeable ;  if  fhe  furpaffed  her  in  the  immoderate 
love  of  pleafure ;  fhe  was  very  far  from  pofTefTmg, 
like  her,  that  ftrength  of  mind  which  gives  to  them. 
to  whofe  fhare  it  falls,  the  irrefiftible  afcendant 
over  all  that  furround  them.  Inftead  of  having  the 
art  of  commanding,  Elizabeth  fubmitted  herfelf 
continually  to  the  guidance  of  others;  and  this 
weaknefs  was  a  primary  caufe  of  the  misfortunes 
of  Peter  III. 

That  fhe  might  fecure  her  independence,  Elisa- 
beth conftantly  refufed  to  take  a  hufband,  with 
whom  flie  mud  have  fhared  the  empire ;  but  fhe 
did  not  the  more  abftain  from  voluptuous  gratifi- 
cations, or  even  lading  the  pleafures  of  the  mater- 


Archangel,  where  he  was  abandoned  to  the  extrerneft  indigence. 
Peter  III.  recalled  him  ;  but  a  part  of  his  property  was  loft, 
•which  he  did  not  regret,  any  more  than  the  court,  where  he 
ceafed  to  appear,  as  he  was  now  apprifed  of  its  dangers.  He 
&&d  at  Peterfyurg  in  1767. 
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iial  flate  ;  and  as,  with  her  other  infirmities,  me 
had  that  of  being  a  bigot,  the  iield-marfhal  Alexey 
Gregorievitch  Razumoffky,  her  grand-veneur,  fuc- 
ceeded  in  determining  her  privately  to  give  him 
her  hand.  The  counts  Tarrakanof  and  their 
lifter  *  were  the  fruit  of  this  clandeftine  union. 
Razumoffky  f,  however,  was  not  the  only  lover 
of  Elizabeth ;  fhe  found  it  agreeable  to  make  fre- 
quent changes ;  but  the  crafty  favourite  permitted 
none  to  be  prefented  to  her  view,  except  fuch  as 
he  thought  to  have  too  little  underftanding  or  am- 
bition to  attempt  a  competition  with  him. 

To  her  propenfity  to  voluptuoufnefs,  Elizabeth 
fir  ft  added  the  love  of  good  cheer,  and  then  gave 
herfelf  up  to  the  pleafures  of  wine.  Banquets, 
balls,  mafquerades,  the  mod  frivolous  amufements, 
were  preferable  in  her  mind  to  the  perplexities  and 

*  We  fhalt  hereafter  relate  the  unhappy  end  of  this  young 
princefs,  and  the  cruel  treatment  (he  experienced  from  Catharine 
II.  and  Alexius  Orlof,  when  fhe  was  brought  off  by  the  latter 
from  Rcmej  whither  file  had  been  conducted  by  prince  Radzevil. 
One  of  the  brothers,  Tarrakanof,  is  flill  alive.  The  other  died 
miferably  at  Peterfburg.  Being  defigned  to  be  admitted  into 
the  college  of  Mines,  he  attended  a  courfe  of  chemiftry  under 
profeiior  Lthmann  :  and  in  fetting  on  the  furnace  a  veffel  iilK.d 
"with  poifonous  ingredients,  he  broke  it,  and  was  fuffocated. 

■\  The  emprefs  Elizabeth  loaded  Alexius  Razumoffky  with 
benefits.  She  made  him  a  prefent  of  the  palace  Annitzkoi, 
which,  after  the  death  of  that  favourite,  lapfed  back  to  the  do- 
mains of  the  crown  :  and  it  is  a  remarkable  circumitance,  that 
Catherine  \\.  afterwards  bellowed  this  palace  on  prince  Potemkin. 

trcv 
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troubles  of  bufinefs ;  and  therefore  confumed  the 
days-fhe  had  promifed  to  employ  for  the  profperity 
of  the  empire. 

Count  Ivan  Ivanovitch  Shuvalof  was  'one  of  the 
favourites  of  Elizabeth  ;  but  he  made  no  other  ufe 
of  his  influence  than  as  a  means  of  augmenting 
his  wealth,  which  was  already  enormous ;  leaving 
the  arts  of  intrigue  to  his  coufin  Peter  Ivanovitch 
Shuvalof  *;  Skilled  in  the  ways  of  flattery,  Ivan 
Shuvalof  made  humanity  and  glory  the  chief  fub- 
jecls  of  his  diicourfe  with  the  emprefs.  He  extort- 
ed from  her,  by  various  means,  prefents  of  immenfe 
value,  and  infpired  her  with  the  defire  of  caufmg 
the  hifcory  of  Rufiia  to  be  compofed  ;  a  defire 
which  he  was  artful  enough  likewife  to  turn  to  his 
advantage,  by  attracting  to  hittifelf  the .  praifes  of 
Voltaire. 

But  the  perfon  who  had  for  a  long  time  the  molt 
influence  on  the  mind  of  Elizabeth,  was  the  grand 
chancellor  Alexey  Beftuchef  Riumin  -f ,  the  boldeft 

*  Peter  Ivanovitch  Shuvalof  had  conceived  the  hepe  of  feiz- 
ing  the  throne  to  the  prejudice  of  the  grand  duke  ;  but  this  pro- 
ject appeared  fo  extravagant,  that  Elizabeth  herfelf  only  mad* 
it  a  fubjecl  for  laughter. 

f  The  grand  chancellor  was  the  fop  of  a  fcottiih  officer,  nam- 
ed Eeft,  whom  Peter  the  great  brought  with  him  at  his  return 
from  England.  Belt,  which  in  the  ruffian  language  fignifies 
btsfi,  is  a  horrid  term  of  abufe,  when  applied  to  a  man  or 
woman  ;  therefore  Peter  familiarly  told  him  to  change  it.  "  If 
your  majetty  does  not  approve  of  my  name,"  faid  the  lieutenant, 
"  I  Befeech  you  to  alter  it  to  your  own  mind."  —  <l  Well  then/' 
returned  the  tzar,  "  let  it  be  Beftuchef,  and  thou  art  a  ruffian 
at  once/* 

and 
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and  the  ableft  man  of  all  that  attended  the  im- 
perial court.  Though  not  her  lover,  he  governed 
at  once  the  emprefs,  her  favourite,  and  the  mi- 
nifters  of  ftate  ;  he,  in  a  manner,  directed  the  affairs 
of  the  empire  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

Beftuchef  had  applied  himfelf  to  bufinefs  and 
intrigue  for  more  than  forty  years.  After 
having  accompanied  the  ruffian  ambaffadors  at  the 
congrefs  of  Utrecht,  he  had  improved  himfelf  in 
England  under  the  minifters  of  George  I.  At  his 
return  to  Peteriburg,  he  was  appointed  minifter  to 
the  court  of  Stockholm,  and  afterwards  to  that  of 
Copenhagen.  At  length  he  became  attached  to 
Anna  Ivanovna,  duchefs  of  Courland,  who,  on  her 
coming  to  the  throne,  commiffioned  him  to  repair 
to  Hamburgh  in  quality  of  envoy  extraordinary  to 
the  circle  of  Lower  Saxony.  Being  devoted  to  the 
ferocious  Biren,  he  was  at  firfl  arretted  with  him, 
but  he  was  dextrous  and  lucky  enough  to  efcape 
partaking  in  his  exile.  On  Elizabeth's  acceffion  to 
the  crown,  Leftocq  prefented  to  her  Beftuchef,  who, 
being  foon  promoted  to  the  place  of  grand  chan- 
cellor, on  the  death  of  prince  Tfcherkafki,  fucceffor 
of  Oftermann,  employed  his  influence  in  repaying 
the  friendfhip  of  Leftocq  with  the  blacked  in- 
gratitude, 

Beftuchef  was  not  only  jealous  of  the  favour 
which  Leftocq  enjoyed,  but  hated  him  befides  for 
h;s  p  rtial'ty  to  France.  The  departure  of  La 
Chetardie  had  left  at  the  court  of  Peteriburg  an  open 

field 
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field  for  the  intrigues  of  Auftria  and  England,  the 
effech  whereof  at  his  return  he  was  not  able  to 
flop*.  Befluchef  found  means  to  perfuade  Eliza- 
beth that  the  french  ambaffador  was  only  returned 
to  form  cabals  againd  her.  He  had  the  infamous 
.-audacity  to  procure  the  afiafli  nation  of  a  courier  of 
that  miniiler,  and  having  feifed  the  difpatches  in 
.cypher,  which  he  interpreted  according  to  his.  own 
pleafure,  he  repaired  to  the  emprefs  and  laid  them 
before  her,  with  aflurances  that  the  y  were  replete 
with  calumnies  and  dangerous  machinations.  What 
he  faid  gained  credit  with  Elizabeth,  who  in  con- 
fequence .  gave  orders  for  La  Chetardie  to  leave  her 
court.  The  ambaflador  accordingly  fet  out.  Having 
been  informed  of  the  murder  of  his  courier,  he  had 
fome  apprehenfions  that  a  fimilar  a&  of  violence 
might  be  perpetrated  upon  himfelf :  and  in  this  he 
was  not  deceived  ;  for,  before  he  could  reach  the 
borders  of  Ruflia,  he  was  aflaulted  by  the  emhTarics 
of  Befluchef,  who  fired  at  him  feveral  times,  an4 
killed  a  fervant  that  flood  behind  his  carriage. 

Some  time  after  this  Befluchef  fucceeded  fo  far  as 
to  raifefufpicions  in  the  mind  of  the  emprefs  againft 
JLeflocq.  The  unhappy  Leflocq  was  arreted,  drip- 
ped of  all  his  property,  and  banifhed  to  a  village  in 
the  province  of  Archangel.     Thus  the  two  men  who 

*  Auftria  and  England  furnifhed  Befluchef  with  large  fums  of 
money.  This  minifrer  was  a  great  gamefter;  and  whenever  lie 
loft,  he  paid,  not  with  ruffian  coin,  but  v/ith  guineas  or  with, 
^erman  ducats, 

fed 
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bad  mod  contributed  to  raife  Elizabeth  to  the 
fovereignty,  were  on  a  flight  fufpicion  facrificed  by 
her :  a  lamentable  example  for  thofe  who  reckon  on 
the  gratitude  of  princes  1 

In  the  meantime,  Elizabeth,  determining  to 
deprive  the  family  of  Anna  Ivanovna  of  all  hope  of 
re-afcending  the  throne,  nominated  as  her  fucceflbr 
Charles  Peter  Ulric,  fon  of  the  duke  of  Holitein 
Gottorp  by  Anne  daughter  of  Peter  the  great ;  and, 
having  called  him  to  Peterfburg  in  1742,  {lie  made 
him  abjure  lutheranifm  and  adopt  the  greek  religion, 
arlume  the  name  of  Peter  Fedorovitch,  and  declared 
him  grand  duke  of  Ruma  and  her  prefumptive 
heir  ;  this  prince  being  at  that  time  only  fourteen 
years  of  age. 

The  very  next  day  to  that  whereon  Peter  was  ap- 
pointed fucceffor  to  the  emprefs  Elizabeth  *,  three 
ambaffadors  from  Sweden  arrived  at  Peterfburg  to 
announce  to  that  young  prince,  that  the  fenate  of 
Stockholm  had  made  choice  of  him  to  fill  the  place 
of  Frederic  I.  who  from  his  great  age  was  no  longer 
able  to  fway  the  fceptre.  Peter,  having  juft  devoted 
himfelf  to  Ruma,  thought  himfelf  not  at  liberty  to 
accept  the  election  of  the  Swedes ;  fortune  feeming 
to  offer  him  two  crowns  almofl  at  once,  only  to 
render  that  which  he  mould  prefer  more  fatal  to 
him.    Returning  thanks  to  the  fwedifh  ambaffadors, 

*  He  was  named  grand  duke  the  17th  of  November,  and  the 
Swedifh  ambafiadors  arrived  the  18th. — Thefe  ambaffadors  were 
count  Bjonde  and  the  barons  Hamilton  and  Schcefer. 

the 
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the  prince  charged  them  to  exhort  the  fenate  'to 
chufe  for  their  king  the  bifhop  of  Lubeck,  Adolphus 
Frederic  of  Holftein,  his  uncle,  who  was  accord- 
ingly elected  at  the  expiration  of  fome  months. 

Peter  might  by  his  birth  have  fooner  preferred 
his  claim  to  the  imperial  crown;  but  the  law  en- 
acted by  his  grandfather  Peter  I.  concerning  the 
freedom  of  choice  in  naming  a  fucceffor  *,  and  fe- 
veral  revolutions,  had  been  againft  him.  On  the 
death  of  Peter  in  1725,  his  widow  Catharine  I. 
got  pofieflion  of  the  throne,  more  by  the  boldnefs 

*  Peter  I.  pufhing  defpotifm  to  its  utmoft  extremity,  had 
made  a  law,  which  authorized  the  fovereign  to  defignate  for  his 
fucceffor  whom  he  would.  This  law  was  eafily  eluded  in  a  coun- 
try where  the  exifling  monarch  confiders  what  has  been  enafted 
by  his  predeceffovs  as  obligatory  only  when  it  is  his  intereft  to  do 
fo,  where  the  conllitution  and  the  form  of  government  have  no 
fecurities.  However,  the  law  was  made  and  adopted  ;  and  it 
was  net  for  the  legiflator  to  be  the  firft  to  infringe  it.  Peter  died 
without  designating  his  fucceffor,  without  even  knowing  who 
fhould  fill  his  throne.  That  monarch  put  his  fon  to  death,  that 
hi3  fceptre  might  not  fall  into  hands  which  he  thought  not  able  to 
wield  it ;  thus  (lifting  the  fentiments  of  paternal  affection  from 
attachment  to  the  empire  he  had  formed.  Though  apprehen-* 
five  that  his  painful  and  glorious  labours  would  not  be  continued, 
that  prince,  inftead  of  naming  his  fuccefibr,  and  thereby  declaring 
to  his  people  him  on  whom  he  founded  his  hopes,  died  without 
forefeeing  the  troubles,  the  incalculable  misfortunes,  fuch  a  ne- 
glect might  produce.  What  an  error  in  a  legiflator  !  what  incon- 
fiitency  in  theconoucl  of  Peter  1  So  true  it  is,  that  the  greatefk 
man  is  fometimes  guilty  of  faults  which  au  ordinary  perfon  would 
have  avoidedt 

cf 
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of  Mentchicof,    than  in  confequence  of  her  huf- 
band's  will.     After  her  death,   which  happened  in 
1727,  the  defcendants  of  Peter  recovered  the  fuc-, 
cefiion.      His   grandfon,  the   fon  of  the  unfortu- 
nate Alexey  Petrovitch,  inherited  the  throne,  which 
had  been  bequeathed  him  by  his  ft ep  grandmother  ; 
but  with  this  condition,  that  in  cafe  he  mould  die 
without  an  heir,  then  her  children  by  Peter  the 
great  mould  fucceed.     By  the  premature  death  of 
Peter  II.  in  1730,   the  male  line  of  the  ruffian  tzars 
of  the  houfe  of  Romanof  became  extinct  :  the  fe- 
male  fucceeded  of  courfe.      But,  during  the  lafl 
reign,  a  council  of  its  own  erection,  affuming  the 
ftyle  of  the  high  privy  council,  and  taking  upon 
itfelf  the  defpotic  decifion  in  all  matters  of  ftate,  in 
order  to  fecure  its  authority,   found  it   necefTary  to 
circumfcribe  that  of  the  princes.     This  council  juft- 
ly  imagined,  that    the    family  of  Peter  the  great 
would  never  fubmit  to  any  binding  capitulation, 
and  arbitrarily  palled  by  his  daughters.     Anna  Pe- 
trovna,  the  elded,  already  deceafed  in  1728,  was 
the  mother  of  Charles  Peter  Ulric,   duke  of  Hol- 
ftein  Gottorp,  who,  therefore,  for  this  time,  loft 
the  fucceiuon.     The   fecond  daughter,  Elizabeth, 
was  likewife-  paffed  over :    and   the  views   of  the 
nation  were  turned  to  the  female  poflerity  of  the 
emperor  Ivan  Alexieyvitch.     But  that  elder  bro- 
ther of  Peter  the  great,  and  for  a  time  his  partner 
in  the  empire,  had  voluntarily  relinquifhed  the  go- 
vernment,, 
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Vernment,  and  left  it  to  the  latter  alone :  accord- 
ingly the  offspring  or  the  latter  mould  of  right  fuc- 
ceed  to  the  fovereigns  their  progenitors,  even  if  no 
regard  were  to  be  paid  to  the  teflament  of  Catharine. 
But  in  refpecl  to  the  family  of  Ivan,  the  council 
now  purfued  a  like  arbitrary  conduct,  by  exclud- 
ing the  elded  daughter  Catharina  and  her  pofterity 
from  the  throne,  becaufe  they  dreaded  the  impe- 
tuous temper  of  her  hufband,  Charles  Leopold 
duke  of  Mecklenburg.  The  fecond  daughter  Anna 
Ivanovna  became  emprefs  in  1730,  under  a  very 
limiting  capitulation,  which  in  a  fortnight  after- 
wards fhe  tore  in  pieces.  The  pofterity  of  Peter 
was  farther  and  farther  removed  from  the  fuccef- 
fion.  Anna  named  her  nephew,  the  infant  fon  of 
her  elder  filler  Catharina,  who  in  the  meantime 
died,  to  be  her  fucceffor  :  and  this  child  was  called 
to  be  emperor,  under  a  regency,  upon  the  deinife 
of  his  aunt  in  1740,  Three  weeks  after,  a  revolu- 
tion difplaced  the  guardian  Biren  duke  of  Cour- 
land ;  and  from  that  event  a  year  had  fcarcely 
elapfed  when  a  fecond  revolution  depofed  the  in- 
fant emperor,  the  regent-mother,  and  the  whole 
family.  Elizabeth  Petrovna  was  raifed  to  the 
throne  in  December  i74r,  who  immediately,  as 
wras  before  obferved,  called  Peter,  the  only  fon  of 
her  deceafed  elder  filter  Anna,  in  order  to  nomi- 
nate him  grand  duke  and  heir  to  the  imperial 
throne. — Thus  then,  though  late,  the  fuccellion 
was  recovered  by  the  rightful  heirs,  according  to 
9  the 
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the  law  of  primogeniture  obferved  in  all  the  reft 
of  Europe. 

Peter  having,  as  we  have  before  obferved,  pub- 
licly adopted  the  greek  religion,  and  received  at 
his  confirmation  the  name  of  Peter  Fedoro- 
vitch  *,  was  now  folemnly  proclaimed  grand 
duke,  with  the  title  of  imperial  Highnefs,  and 
declared  fuceeffor  to  the  throne ;  at  the  end  of 
which  ceremony  all  prefent  took  the  oath  to  main- 
tain his  fucceilion. 

In  1745,  the  emprefs  refolved  to  provide  him  a 
fpoufe.  Elizabeth  and  the  great  Frederic  of  Pruilia 
were  ftlll  upon  amicable  terms.  They  took  up  the 
irs  of  Sweden ;  and  the  emprefs  firfl:  made  the 
propofal,  in  1 744,  to  marry  the  new  heir-apparent 
with  Louifa  Ulrica,  the  king  of  Pruflia's  filler. 
For,  it  is  faid  m  the  contemporary  accounts,  that 
Elizabeth  propofed  to  the  king  a  connection  be- 
tween his  youngeft  filler,  Anna  Amelia  f,  and  her 
nephew.     But  Frederic,  who  was  not  fond  of  the 


•"II  is  ufual  in  Raffia  to  add  to  the  chriflian  name  the  cluidiati 
name  of  their  father,  with  the  termination  ov'ttcb  or  eviic.b,  which 
denotes  the  fon,  as  ovna  or  evna  implies  the  daughter.  By  this 
means  foreigners,  on  coming  into  this  country,  drop  the  name 
they  have  hitherto  borne,  and  are  known  by  another.  Thus  a 
Mr.  John  Jennings,  if  his  father's  name  were  John,  on  his  arrival 
here  is  Ivan  Ivanovitch,  and  his  lifter  Anne  will  be  Anna  Ivan- 
ovna. — Theodore,  in  ruffian  orthography,  is  Feodor  or  Fedor, 
and  is  alfo  adopted  for  Frederic. 


■f   She  died  abbefs  of  Quedlinburg  in  1787, 


changes 
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changes  of  religion  required  in  this  country  on  fuch 
occafions,  declined  the  offer;  the  acceptance  of 
which  might  perhaps  have  occafioned  him  one  for- 
midable foe  the  lefs  in  the  feven  years  war.  In  his 
turn  he  amicably  propofed  the  princefs  Sophia  of 
Zerbft,  as  a  relation  of  the  grand  duke  *  ;  and  this 
propofal  met  her  full  approbation* 

The  father  of  Sophia  Augufta  Frederick  was 
Chriftian  Auguftus,  prince  of  Anhalt-Zerbft- 
Dornburg,  at  that  time  major-general  in  the 
pruffian  fervice,  commander  in  chief  of  the  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  and  governor  of  the  town  and 
fortrefs  of  Stettin*  Her  mother,  a  woman  of  parts 
and  beauty,  a  friend  and  correfpondent  of  Frederic 
prince  royal  of  Pruffia,  of  about  the  fame  age  with 
herfelf,  was  born  princefs  of  Holftein,  and  there- 
fore nearly  related  to  the  three  great  families  of  the 
north,  -v  On  the  death  of  John  Auguftus,  reigning 
prince  6f  Zerbft,  the  7th  of  November  1742, 
without  iftue,  he  was  mcceeded  by  his  two  coufins 
conjointly  in  the  government,  John  Lewis  and 
Chriftian  Auguftus.  The  eldeft  of  thefe  bro- 
thers died,  unmarried,  the  5th  of  November  1746; 
the  now  fole  prince  Auguftus  furvived  him  not  long, 
only  to  the  16th  of  March  1747,  when  he  died  a 
general  feldt-marfhal  'in  the  pruftian  fervice,  and 
governor  of  Stettin.  33efide  his  daughter,  he  left 
behind  him  only  one  fon,  who  had  not  yet  completed 
his  thirteenth  year.  The  dowager  princefs  was  called 

*  Their  grandfathers  were  brothers. 
VOL,  I.  F  tO 
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to  the  regency,  and  governed  in  his  name  till  July 
31, 1752,  when  the  young  prince,  on  being  declared 
of  age  by  the  emperor,  took  the  government  upon 
him.  The  mother,  as  in  firnilar  cafes  had  often 
been  done  by  the  princes  of  Germany,  retired  to 
Paris,  where  (he  died  the  20th  of  May  1760.  The 
fon  Frederic  Auguftus  bore  no  refemblance,  either 
in  mind  or  difpofitions,  to  his  illuflrious  filter.  He 
died  in  1793,  in  foreign  parts,  where  he  had  latterly 
lived,  lamented  by  none.  He  had  been  twice 
married,  but  was  always  childlefs :  the  branch 
Zerbft  of  the  houle  of  Anhalt  become  extinct  with 
him. 

The  princefs  Sophia,  of  whom  we  are  now  to 
fpeak,  and  whom  fortune  early  called  to  act  a  part 
upon  a  higher  ftage  than  that  of  Zerbft,  was  born 
at  Stettin  in  pruffian  Pomerania,  the  2d  of  May 
1729;  confequently  four  years  after  the  death  of 
Peter  the  great,  and  two  years  after  that  of  the  firfl 
Catharine,  and  in  the  territory  of  Frederic,  with 
whom  fhe  afterwards  fhared  the  renown  of  the  eight- 
eenth century.  Her  mother  took  the  care  of  her 
education  on  herfelf.  Burghers  are  (till  living  in 
Stettin,  who  remember  in  their  childhood  to  have 
played  with  the  princefs ;  for  fhe  was  brought  up  in 
the  fimpleft  manner,  and  was  called  by  her  parents, 
in  the  common  diminutive  of  her  name,  FiekeV 
Good-humour,  intelligence,  and  fpirit  were  even 
then  the  {hiking  features  of  her  character.  What- 
ever  was  the  play,  fhe  always  took  upon  herfelf  the 
2  ptincipal 
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principal  part,  making  alfo  her  little  companions 
know  theirs,  and  that  ibmetimes  with  the  full  em- 
phafis  of  command.  A  lady  of  quality,  who  fre- 
quently faw  her,  defcribes  her  in  the  following  man- 
ner :  u  Her  deportment  from  her  earlieft  years  was 
"  always  remarkably  good ;  flie  grew  uncommonly 
16  handfome,  and  was  a  great  girl  for  her  years. 
"  Her  countenance,  without  being  beautiful,  was 
<c  very  agreeable  ;  to  which  the  peculiar  gaiety  and 
cc  friendlinefs  which  (he  ever  difplayed  gave  additi- 
"  onal  charms.  Her  education  was  conducted  by 
"  her  mother  alone,  who  kept  her  ftriclly,  and  never 
"  fufFered  her  to  fhew  the  leaff.  fymptoms  of  pride, 
"  to  which  ihe  had  fome  propenfity ;  accuftoming 
H  her,  from  her  earlier!  infancy,  to  falute  the  ladies 
«c  of  diftin&ion,  who  came  to  vlnt  the  princefs, 
<c  with  the  marks  of  refpecl:  that  became  a  child  ; 
*  an  honour  which  my  mother  on  all  fuch  occafions 
"  enjoyed,  and  which  rnQ  was  obliged  never  to  omit, 
<c  by  the  exprefs  command  of  the  princefs." 

Thefe  days,  which  Sophia  paiTed  in  eafy  feclu- 
fion,  were  always  recollected  by  Catharine  with 
pleafure.  While  arbitrary  fovereign  of  the  ruffian 
empire,  fhe  ilill  regained  fentiments  of  affection  for 
the  place  of  her  birth,  and  for  feveral  perfons  of 
her  former  acquaintance.  She  annually  fent  to  the 
magilirate  of  Stettin  the  medals  fhe  caufed  to  be 
flruck  in  commemoration  of  the  events  of  her  reign, 
as  well  in  gold  asinfilver.  Shortly  after  her  coin- 
ing to   the  crown,  fhe  fent  to  the  fociety'of  markf- 

f  2  men 
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men  of  the  town  a  prefent  of  1000  ducats.  In  her 
youth  (he  had  frequently  attended  the  amufements 
of  thefe  burghers,  and  at  times  even  mot  at  the 
mark.  Soon  after  her  arrival  in  Petersburg,  fhe 
fent  the  lady  who  waited  upon  her,  and  gave  her  the 
firfl  leflbnsinthe  french  language*,  ib  me  beautiful 
furs  ;  and  to  her  writing-mailer  t>  a  fum  of  money. 
In  the  very  late  years  of  her  life,  me  tranfmitted  her 
picture,  accompanied  with  the  mod  flattering  ex- 
preflions  of  efleem,  to  a  lady  formerly  her  playmate. 
This  lady,  who  has  permitted  herfelf  to  be  named 
as  the  communicator  of  thefe  anecdotes  of  the  early 
life  of  Catharine,  is  the  countefs  von  Mellin,  at 
Gartz.  The  particulars,  though  trifling  in  them* 
felves,  yet,  as  authentically  relating  to  the  illuflri- 
ous  fubjecl  of  thefe  memoirs,  are  of  confequence 
enough  to  be  inferted  here. 

She  lived  till  her  fifteenth  year  alternately  in 
Stettin  and  in  Dornburg  or  in  Zerbfl;  but  fhe  always 
accompanied  her  mother  on  feveral  little  journies, 
which  contributed  much  to  the  forming  of  her  mind 
and  manners.  The  princefs  often  made  fome  flay 
at  Hamburg  with  her  mother,  the  widow  of  the 
bifhop  of  Lubeck,  at  whofe  court  was  a  M.  von 
Brummer,  filling  the   pod  of  a  gentleman  of  the 

*  A  demoifelle  Quardel,   then  married  to  a  burgomafler   of 
Demmin. 

f  Laurent,  the  fchoolmafter  belonging  to  the  french  congre- 
gation in  Stettin. 

bed. 
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bed-chamber*,  who  communicated  to  the  young 
princefs  the  moft  inftrucMve  works  of  the  then  living 
authors,  which  had  a  beneficial  efFeft  on  her  mind 
and  heart.  She  was  always  addifted  to  reading,  to 
reflection,  to  learning,  and  to  employment.  Still 
oftener  was  the  Princefs  at  Brunfwick,  with  her 
relation  and  former  preceptrefs,  Elizabeth  Sophia 
Maria,  dowager  duchefs  of  Wolfenbuttel,  born 
princefs  of  Holftein-Norburg.  Here  flie  ufed  fome- 
times  to  pafs  the  whole  fummer  ;  where  me  was 
alfo  in  December  1743,  and  caufed  her  daughter 
Sophia  to  be  daily  inftru&ed  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
lutheran  religion,  by  the  court-preacher  Dove,  who 
at  that  time  little  thought  that  his  illultrious  difciple 
would  fo  fuddenly  afterwards  adopt  the  very  dif- 
ferent faith  of  another  church.  The  vifits  to  Berlin 
were  likewife  not  unfrequent ;  for  example,  in 
January  1742,  on  occafion  of  the  marriage  cere- 
mony of  the  prince  of  Pruflia,  father  of  the  prefent 
king ;  and  for  the  lafl  time  about  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1744,  whence  the  journey  was  farther  con- 
tinued to  Ruflia. 

Three  years  after  Peter  had  been  called  to  Ruffia, 
it  was  therefore  agreed  to  marry  him  with  Sophia 
Augufla  of  Anhalt-Zerbft,  who  was  about  one  year 
younger  than  himfelf,  and  who,  on  embracing  the 
greek  religion,  changed  her  name  to  that  of  Ca- 

*  Afterwards  an  oberhof-marfhal  von  Brummer  went  from 
Holftein  with  the  grand  duke  Peter  to  Ruflia.  Query,  whether 
the  fame  ? 
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tharina  Alexievna,  a  name  which  fne  has  rendered 
fo  illuftrious  fmce. 

All  Europe  was  deceived  on  the  caufes  of  this 
alliance,  which  was  attributed  to  the  intervention 
of  the  king  of  Pruffia.  It  is  true  that  Frederic 
was  defirous  of  feeing  it  brought  to  effect,  but, 
without  a  motive  unconnected  with  politics,  the 
follicitations  of  that  monarch  would  have  fallen  to 
the  ground. 

Long  ere  me  mounted  the  throne  of  the  tzars, 
Elizabeth  had  been  promifed  to  the  young  prince  of 
f  Holftein-Eutin,  brother  to  the  princefs  of  Anhalt- 
Zerbft,  mother  of  Catharine ;  but  at  the  inftant 
when  the  marriage  was  about  to  be  celebrated,  the 
piince  fell  fick,  and  died.  Elizabeth,  who  loved 
him  to  excefs,  became  inconfolable  ;  and  in  the 
bitternefs  of  her  grief  made  a  vow  to  renounce  the 
nuptial  tie :  a  vow  which,  as  we  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  was,  at  Ieaft  as  to  the  public,  religioufly 
kept.  Even  if  Elizabeth  was  feen  afterwards  to 
yield  to  the  gallantries  of  feveral  of  her  courtiers,  me 
neverthelefs  retained  a  lively  tendernefs  for  the 
object  cf  her  firft  affection.  She  paid  a  fort  of 
worfhip  to  his  memory,  and  never  mentioned  hinx 
without  tears. 

The  princefs  of  Anhalt-Zerbfl,  not  ignorant  of 
the  tender  remembrance  preierved  by  Elizabeth  for 
}ier  brother,  refolved  to  take  advantage  of  it  for 
fecuring  a  throne  to  her  daughter.  She  trulted  her 
plan  to  the  king  of  Pruffia,  who  applauded  her 

for 
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for   it,    and   fhortly  after  fupported  it  with  all  his 
might. 

The  princefs  of  Zerbft  repaired  to  Peteriburg, 
where  Elizabeth  received  her  with  friendfnip.  Her 
daughter,  who  was  haudfome,  and  endowed  with 
all  the  graces  of  youth,  immediately  made  a  pretty 
forcible  impreflion  on  the  heart  of  the  young  grand 
duke;  and  as  he  himfelf  was  at  that  time  well  made, 
and  of  a  very  good  figure,  the  attachment  became 
reciprocal  ;  and  ic  was  foon  the  fubject,  of  the  con- 
verfations  at  court.  Elizabeth  herfelf  remarked 
them  without  feeming  to  be  difpleafed.  The 
princefs  of  Zerbft,  who  fpied  the  favourable 
moment,  loft  no  time,  but  ran  and  threw  herfelf 
at  the  feet  of  the  emprefs,  represented  to  her  the 
inclination  Of  the  two  young  lovers  as  an  uncon- 
querable paftion ;  and  calling  to  her  mind  the 
love  flie  had  herfelf  borne  to  the  prince  of  Holftein, 
her  brother,  (he  conjured  her  to  promote  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  niece  of  that  fo  much  regretted 
prince. 

There  was,  doubtlefs,  no  need  of  all  this  for  de- 
termining the  emprefs  to  confent  to  their  union. 
She  mingled  her  tears  with  thofe  of  the  princefs  of 
Zerbft ;  and,  embracing  her,  promifed  her  that  her 
daughter  mould  be  grand  duchefs. 

The  day  following  the  choice  of  Elizabeth  was 
announced  to  the  council  and  to  the  foreign  mi- 
nifters.  The  marriage  was  fixed  for  a  day  fhortly 
to  arrive ;  and  preparations  for  its  celebration  were 
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arranged  with  a  magnificence  worthy  of  the  heir  of 
the  throne  of  the  Ruffians. 

But  fortune,  which  had  hitherto  feemed  fo  fa- 
vourable to  the  grand  duke,  now  began  to  change 
its  courfe  ;  and  Catharine  was  threatened  with  the 
Jofs  of  her  lover,  as  Elizabeth  had  been  deprived  of 
hers.  The  grand  duke  was  attacked  with  a  vio- 
lent fever ;  and  a  fmall  pox  of  a  very  malignant 
nature  foon  after  made  its  appearance  *.  The 
prince,  however,  did  not  fall  under  the  violence  of 
this  difeafe,  though  he  retained  the  cruel  marks  of 
it.  The  metamorphofis  was  terrible.  He  not  only 
loft  the  comelinefs  of  his  face,  but  it  became  for  a 
time  diftorted,  and  almoft  hideous. 

None  were  permitted  to  approach  the  young 
princefs  from  the  apartment  of  the  grand  duke  ; 
but  her  mother  regularly  brought  her  tidings  of 
the  turns  of  the  prince's  diftemper.  Obferving 
how  much  he  was  altered,  and  defirous  of  weak- 
ening the  effect  the  firlt  fight  of  him  might  have 
upon  her  daughter,  fhe  defcribed  him  as  one  of  the 
uglieft  men  imaginable  ;  recommending  her,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  diffemble  the  difgufl  fhe  muft  na- 
turally feel  at  his  appearance.  Notwithftanding 
this  fage  precaution,  the  young  princefs  could  not 
revifit  the  grand  duke  without  feeling  a  fecret 
horror  ;  fhe  was  artful  enough,  however,  to  reprefs 
her  emotion,  and  running  to  meet  him,  fell  upon 

*  It  was  on  returning  from  Kief  in  the  Ukraine,  whither  the 
devout  Elizabeth  had  been  on  a  pilgrimage  with  her  court. 

his 
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his  neck,  and  embraced  him  with  marks  of  the  mod 
lively  joy.  But  no  fooner  was  fhe  retired  to  her 
apartment  than  fhe  fell  into  a  fwoon ;  and  it 
was  three  hours  before  fhe  recovered  the  ufe  of  her 
fenfes. 

The  uneafinefs  which  the  young  princefs  had 
juft  experienced,  was  however  no  inducement 
to  her  to  endeavour  at  deferring  the  period  of  her 
union  with  the  grand  duke.  The  emprefs  con- 
templated this  alliance  with  pleafure ;  the  princefs 
of  Zerbfl  was  paflionately  defirous  to  fee  it  con- 
cluded ;  and  the  fuggeftions  of  ambition  acling 
more  powerfully  on  the  heart  of  Catharine  than 
even  the  will  of  her  mother,  and  that  of  the  em- 
prefs, permitted  her  not  a  moment's  hefitation. 

,  The  nuptials  were  accordingly  folemnized  ;  but, 
notwithstanding  the  attachment  which  was  fo  ma- 
nifefl  between  the  grand  duke  and  the  princefs  from 
the  firfl  moment  of  their  meeting,  their  love  was 
fated  not  to  be  of  long  duration  \  however,  they 
lived  fome  time  in  an  apparently  good  understanding, 
which  Catharine  fupported  as  long  as  ihe  conceived 
it  to  be  neceffary. 

This  princefs,  brought  up  with  all  poflible  care 
under  the  eye  of  a  prudent  mother,  and  at  no  great 
diftance  from  the  court  of  the  great  Frederic,  where 
reigned  fuch  a  tafte  for  the  fciences  and  the  fine 
arts,  added  to  the  beauty,  and  to  the  quicknefs 
of  underflanding  which  fhe  had  received  from 
nature,  a  very  extenfive  knowledge,  and  the  fa- 
cility 
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cility  of  exprefling  herfelf  with  elegance  in  feveral 
languages. 

Peter  too  had  fenfe  ;  but  his  education  had  been 
totally  neglected.  He  poffeffed  an  excellent  heart; 
but  he  wanted  politenefs.  He  was  of  a  good  ftature, 
but  ugly  and  almoft  deformed.  He  frequently 
blufhed  at  the  fuperiority  of  his  wife,  and  his  wife 
often  blufhed  at  feeing  him  fo  little  worthy  of  her  ; 
the  alteration  that  had  taken  place  in  the  features 
of  the  prince's  vifage  was  not  the  fole  caufe  of  the 
indifference  of  his  young  confort  :  in  fhort,  though 
young  and  affectionate,  he  was  not  capable  of 
making  her  happy  *.  Hence  arofe  that  mutual 
diflike  which  the  people  of  the  court  were  not  long 
in  finding  out,  and  which  was  vifibly  augmenting 
from  day  to  day. 

By  one  of  thofe  itrange  perverfions  of  judg- 
ment, which  often  appear  in  the  uncultivated  mind, 
Elizabeth  pretended  to  think  that  her  nephew  was 
too  well  informed,  and  that  he  was  in  danger  of 

*  II  avoit  une  imperfection  qui,  quoiqu'  aifee  a  detruire, 
fembloit  bien  plus  cruelle  ;  la  violence  de  fon  amour,  fes  efforts 
reitercs  ne  purent  le  faire  reuffir  a  confommer  !e  manage.  Si  ce 
prince  ctoit  confie  a  quelqu'un  qui  eut  un  peu  d'experience, 
Pobftacle  qui  s'oppofoit  a  fes  deiirs  eut  £ie  vaincu.  Le  dernier 
rabin  de  Peterfbourg  ou  le  moindre  chirurgien  Pen  auroit  delivre. 
Mais  telle  etoit  la  honte  dont  Paccable  ce  malheur  qu'il  n'eut  pas 
meme  le  courage  de  le  reveler,  &  la  princeffe,  qui  ne  recevoit  plus 
fes  careffes  qu'avec  repugnance,  &  qui  n'etoit  pas  alors  moins 
inexperimentee  que  lui,  ne  fongea  ni  a  le  confoler  ni  a  lui  faire 
chercher  des  moyens  qui  le  ramenaffent  dans  fes  bras. 

becoming 
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becoming  too  amiable  by  his  manners,  and  too 
enviable  by  his  knowledge.  From  the  very  mo- 
ment o;  her  choofing  him  for  her  fucceilor,  me  re- 
garded him  as  a  rival.  For  this  reafon  it  probably 
was,  mat  (he  took  him  from  under  the  tuition  of  the 
enlightened  Brummer,  who  had  begun  his  education 
in  Holftein ;  and  placed  about  him  Tmoglokof,  a 
man  of  mean  talents  and  a  narrow  mind.  In  vain 
did  a  few  difinterelted  perfons  at  the  court  of 
Peterfburg,  for  there  are  fome  fuch  in  all  courts ; 
in  vain  did  fome  eftimable  women,  for  there  Were 
fome  fuch  even  about  Elizabeth  ;  in  vain  did  thefe 
perfons,  lamenting  the  ignorance  and  the  fort  of 
defertion  in  which  the  young  Peter  was  left,  en- 
deavour to  reprefent  to  his  aunt  the  danger  he  in- 
curred :  the  emprefs  was  deaf  to  their  remon- 
ftrances,  and  even  on  fome  occafions  repulfed  them 
with  harihnefs. 

Among  many  examples  one  only  need  be  men- 
tioned, that  of  a  woman  of  the  bed-chamber  named 
Johanna,  who  had  the  fpirit  to  a(k  this  princefs  why 
flie  kept  the  grand  duke  from  all  the  deliberations 
of  the  council.  "  If  you  permit  him  not  to  know 
ic  anything  of  what  is  neceifary  for  governing  the 
"  country,"  added  (he,  "  what  do  you  think  wil! 
M  become  of  him,  and  what  do  you  think  will 
*c  become  of  the  empire  ?"  All  the  anfwer  me  got 
was,  that  Elizabeth,  looking  at  her  angrily,  faid3 

<c  Johanna,  knoweft  thou  the  way  to  Siberia  ?" - 

However,   the    generous    Johanna    efcaped  with 

only 
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only  the  fright,  and  took  care  for  the  future  to 
make  no  more  remonftrances  on  that  head  to  her 
miftrefs. 

But,  if  fome  few  dared  to  lift  up  their  voice  in 
favour  of  Peter,  a  great  many  others  made  them- 
felves  heard  againfl  him.  The  principal  families 
had  beheld  him  with  jealoufy  from  the  inftant  of 
his  arrival,  as  a  man  who  would  fhare  with  them 
the  power  they  had  now  long  enjoyed,  or  perhaps 
entirely  deprive  them  of  it.  Among  thofe  who 
{trove  the  moft  to  injure  him,  we  may  reckon  the 
great  chancellor  Beftuchef.  From  the  very  day  of 
the  grand  duke's  marriage,  he  had  formed  the 
defign  of  excluding  that  prince  from  the  throne  j 
and  though  his  plan  was  fo  bold  and  dangerous, 
he  was  perpetually  employed  about  the  means  of 
bringing  it  to  effect.  His  forefight  was  too  great  to 
allow  him  to  flatter  himfelf  with  the  expectation  of 
feeing  Peter  completely  difinherited,  but  he  hoped 
at  leaft  to  banifh  him  to  the  camps  and  armies,  and 
to  place  Catharine  at  the  head  of  affairs. 

No  fooner  had  Beftuchef  matured  his  plan,  than 
he  communicated  it  to  feveral  of  the  courtiers  whom 
he  knew  to  have  imbibed  the  fame  rancour  with 
himfelf.  Even  women  were  admitted  into  the 
confidence,  and  they  were  not  the  lead  ferviceable 
in  promoting  the  chancellor's  plan.  This  minifter 
conducted  his  intrigue  with  the  utmofl  addrefs.  He 
every  day  wrote  the  inftructions  which  he  gave  to 
the  perfons  of  his  party,  on  fmall  fcraps  of  paper, 

and 
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and  in  terms  which  could  be  underftood  by  none 
but  themfelves ;  then  (hutting  thefe  papers  in  a 
fnuff-box  with  a  double  bottom,  under  pretence  of 
offering  muff,  he  diftributed  them  to  the  individuals 
for  whom  they  were  defigned.  By  this  means  his 
confidants  were  informed  of  all  they  were  to  fay  or 
to  do  throughout  the  day.  Their  principal  employ- 
ment was  to  blacken  the  grand  duke  in  the  eyes  of 
Elizabeth.  They  magnified  his  flighted  defects, 
they  aggravated  his  mofl  venial  faults,  they  imputed 
to  him  vices  which  he  had  not  as  yet,  and  which 
they  wanted  to  make  him  contract.  They  even 
went  fo  far  as  to  alarm  the  emprefs  with  fears  that 
her  nephew  might  become  dangerous  to  her  au- 
thority. 

The  feeble-minded  Elizabeth  was  but  too  prone 
to  lend  an  ear  to  thefe  vile  infmuations.  Naturally 
timid  and  fufpicious,  fhe  at  length  abhorred  him 
whom  fhe  had  no  reafon  to  diftruft  for  a  fingle 
moment. 

But  to  what  caufe  are  we  to  afcribe  this  conduct 
in  the  ambitious  Befluchef  ?  Keen  and  crafty,  this 
minifter  had  long  perceived  the  grand  duke's  cha- 
racter to  be  feeble  and  unlettled.  Doubtlefs,  with 
equal  perfpicacity,  he  had  obferved  that  the  grand 
duchefs  was  the  very  reverie  of  her  hufband.  Ought 
he  not  then  reafonably  to  have  expected,  that  if 
they  mounted  the  throne,  it  would  be  more  eafy  for 
him  to  govern  the  prince  than  the  princefs  ?  No  ; 
he  cherifhed  no  fuch  expectation  ;  for  he  knew  that 

Peter 
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Peter  entertained  a  ftrong  refentment  againit  hint 
for  over-reaching  the  duke  his  father,  in  relation  to 
his  hereditary  eftates  in  Holftein. 

Palling  through  Kiel,  when  on  his  million  to 
Hamburg,  Beftuchef  had  had  the  temerity  and 
addrefs  to  carry  off  from  the  archives  of  the  dukes 
of  Holflein,  the  laft  will  of  the  emprefs  Catharine  I. 
and  the  original  records  relative  to  the  connections 
between  thofe  dukes  and  the  court  of  Peterfburg, 
and  to  the  rights  of  the  children  of  Anna  Petrovna 
to  the  heritage  of  the  throne  of  Ruffia  *.    Confcious 

*  It  is  well  known  that  count  Rabutin,  ambaiTador  from  the 
emperor  Charles  VI.,  Oftcrmann,  and  Bafievitch,  in  concert  with 
Mentfhikcf,  fabricated  the  pretended  teftament  of  the  tzaritza 
Catharine  I.  For  giving  an  air  of  authenticity  to  this  writing, 
■they  took  care  to  infert  fume  articles  in  favour  of  the  princeffes 
Anne  and  Elizabeth.  Thofe  that  moll  concerned  the  houfe  of 
Kolftein  are  as  follow  : 

"  i .  The  duke  and  the  duchefs  of  Holftein  (hall  be  members  of 
"'  the  privy  council,  to  whom  I  leave  the  adminiftration  of  the 
"  empire  of  the  Ruflias  till  the  majority  of  the  young  tzar  Peter 
"  Alexievitch,  which  I  fix  to  be  at  his  feventeenth  year. 

'f  2.  I  declare  that  in  cafe  the  young  tzar  (hall  happen  to  die 
"  without  heirs,  the  princefs  Anne  and  the  duke  her  hufband 
il  (hall  fuccecd  him. 

<f  3.  My  will  is,  that  the  duke  and  his  heirs  (hall  enjoy  in  per- 
(t  petuity  the  apanages  which  have  been  heretofore  granted  them 
«  in  Ruffia, 

<f  4.  I  intend  and  I  will  alfo  that  the  emperor  Peter  Alexie- 
"  vitch  fulfil  the  promifes  made  by  Peter  the  great  to  the  duke 
ie  of  Holftein,  for  putting  him  in  poifeffion  of  the  duchy  of 
"  Schlefvig,  and  that  he  proteel  him  in  all  matters  relating  to  it, 
if  bv  affifting  him  with  all  his  force," 

of 
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of  having  committed  againfl  him  fo  grievous  an 
injury,  Beituchef  imagined  that  Peter  could  never 
forget  it,  and  therefore  wanted  to  render  him  un- 
able to  punifh  it. 

Beftuchef  thought  befides,  that  Peter  had  a  juft 
caufe  of  diilike  to  him  for  always  fupporting  the 
houfe  of  Auflria  with  his  aunt  againfl  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  for  whom  the  young  prince  cherifhed  an 
admiration  little  ihort  of  idolatry. 

The  grand  chancellor  had  had  the  addrefs  to 
bring  into  his  party  almoft  all  thofe  for  whom 
Peter  feemed  to  have  an  inclination,  and  who 
only  approached  him  as  fpies  upon  his  actions 
in  order  to  injure  him.  Of  this  number  was 
Cyril  Razumofsky,  who  had  made  one  of  thofe 
fortunes  which  are  regarded  as  prodigies  in  other 
countries,  but  which  are  very  frequent  in  Ruffia. 
Cyril  was  a  young  peafant  who,  immediately  ©n 
being  informed  of  the  favour  which  the  grand- 
veneur  his  brother  enjoyed  with  the  emprefs,  fet 
out  from  the  Ukraine,  his  native  place,  and  ar- 
rived with  his  balalaika*  at  Peterfburg.  Thence 
he  was  firft  fent  to  Berlin,  and  placed  for  fome  time 
to  board  with  the  famous  Euler,  whom  he  had  the 
merit  of  bringing  afterwards  into  Ruffia.  Soon, 
after  his  return  from  Pruffia,  Cyril  was  created 
count,  commander  of  the  ifmail  of  guards,  hetman  of 

*  A  rude  fort  of  guitar,  with  oply  three  firings,  in  common  ufe 
among  the  ruffian  boors. 

ihe 
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the  Kozaks  of  the  Ukraine,  and  even  prefident  of 
the  academy  of  fciences  *.  Though  of  an  extrac- 
tion fo  grofs,  and  without  education,  Cyril  Razu- 
mofsky  eafily  infinuated  himfelf  into  the  good  graces 
of  the  grand  duke  f  ;  and,  though  but  lately  come 
to  court,  he  betrayed  the  prince  with  an  effrontery 
and  bafenefs  worthy  of  an  experienced  courtier. 

To  the  defire  of  promoting  the  aims  of  the  grand 
chancellor,  were  foon  added,  in  the  heart  of  Cyril 
Razumofsky,  the  motives  of  perfonal  vengeance. 
In  proportion  as  his  honours  increafed,  he  only 
bore  with  impatience  the  humours  of  the  grand 
duke ;  who,  to  fay  the  truth,  in  the  orgies  to 
which  Cyril  himfelf  would  excite  him,  frequently 
recalled  to  his  mind,  in  too  coarfe  a  manner  and 
too  publicly,  his  birth,  his  balalaika,  and  the  fervile 
occupations  of  his  youth. 

The  grand  duke  had  another  favourite,  who  did 
not  betray  him  ;  but  who  unhappily  had  neither 
the  foreflght  nor  the  addrefs  to  prevent  the  reft 
from  betraying  him  :  this  was  his  aide-de-camp 
General  Gudovitch.  A  native  of  the  Ukraine, 
Gudovitch  wifhed  to  become  its  hetman,  ;and  Peter 

*  He  was  in  the  fiequcl  knight  of  the  orders  of  St.  Andrew, 
of  St.  Alexander  Nefski,  of  St.  Anne,  and  of  the  white  eagle 
of  Poland. 

•f  The  grand  duke  called  him  his  brother,  his  friend,  which 
is  not  extraordinary,  as  drug  mot  and  hratitz  are  common  terms 
of  familiar  addrefs  and  falutation  from  fupenors  as  well  as  equals : 
but  Peter  would  have  Cyril  Razumofsky  to  give  him  the  fame 
appellations. 

favoured 
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favoured  his  pretenfions,  even  in  the  face  of  Cyril 
Razumofsky.  Thenceforward  Cyril  vowed  in  his 
heart  an  implacable  hatred  to  the  prince. 

He  offered  the  grand  chancellor  a  country-houfe 
which  he  pofleifed   not  far   from   Kamennoinofs, 
as  a  place   where  they  might  deliberate  more  at 
eafe  on  the  project  of  ruining  the  grand  duke  ;  and 
it  was  at  that  very  houfe  that  afterwards  were  held 
all  thofe  traitorous  councils,  at  the  head  whereof 
were    at    firfl    Beftuchef,    Cyril,    and   afterwards 
Shuvalof,  the  young  princefs  Dafhkof,  and  Maria 
Simeonovna  Tfhoglokof,    maid  of  honour  to  the 
emprefs,  and  one  of  her  mod  dangerous  confidants. 
The  confpirators  confulted  concerning  the  perfons 
whom  they  thought  it  would  be  ufeful  to  aflbciate 
with   them.     They  gave  an  exact  account   of  all 
the  fteps  they  had  feverally  taken,  prepared  new 
projects  of  attack,  and  concerted  the  fureft  mea. 
fures  to  deprive  of  the  throne  the  laft  fprout  from 
the  (tern  of  Peter  the  great. 

They  wanted,  for  example,  to  perfuade  the  em- 
prefs that  her  nephew  was  addicted  to  drunken- 
nefs,  even  long  before  he  was  in  the  habit  of  drink- 
ing to  any  degree  of  excefs ;  a  habit  which  he  con- 
tracted at  firft,  without  doubt,  merely  from  the 
want  of  employment,  from  the  irkfomenefs  of  his 
fituation,  and  from  the  bafe  fuggeftions  of  thofe 
that  furrounded  him.  The  method  they  adopted 
was  the  following  ; 

vojl.  j.  g  Simeonovna 
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Simeonova  Tfhoglokof,  difcourfing  one  day  with 
Elizabeth,  and  perceiving  that  the  monarch  was 
difcontented  with  the  grand  duke,  obferved  to  her 
with  an  air  of  deep  concern,  that  it  was  a  great 
misfortune  that  this  prince,  who  was  ftill  fo  young, 
fhould  addicl  himfelf  to  drinking.  Elizabeth,  who 
now  for  the  firft  time  heard  the  grand  duke  accufed 
of  that  vice,  confidered  it  as  mere  calumny,  and 
defied  Simeonovna  to  make  good  her  aflertion. 
"  Nothing  is  eafier,"  returned  the  impudent  Si- 
meonovna. "  Your  majefty  may  be  convinced  of 
it  by  your  own  eyes.**  A  few  days  afterwards, 
knowing  that  the  grand  duke  was  a  little  out  of 
order  and  kept  his  room,  fhe  went  to  vifit  him ; 
when,  watching  her  opportunity,  fhe  afked  him 
permiflion  to  keep  him  company  at  dinner.  Peter 
good-naturedly  confented,  and  bid  her  place  her- 
felf  at  table  with  him.  During  the  repaft,  Simeo- 
novna putting  on  a  humour  uncommonly  gay  and 
fond,  told  the  prince  that  fhe  would  cure  him  with 
a  bottle  of  champagne.  The  bottle  was  called  for ; 
the  artful  Simeonovna  feized  it,  flily  threw  into  it 
fome  narcotic  or  inebriating  ingredient,  and,  ma- 
king the  grand  duke  repeatedly  drink  bumpers  of 
it  to  the  health  of  his  aunt,  fhe  completely  intoxi- 
cated him.  The  perfidious  maid  of  honour  imme- 
diately ran  to  acquaint  the  emprefs.  Elizabeth 
came;  and,  not  knowing  the  particulars  of  the 
icene  that  had  juft  pafTed,  beheld  with  grief  and 
indignation  the  fad  condition  of  her  unhappy  ne- 
phew. 
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phew.  Already  too  much  difpofed  to  take  up  pre- 
judices againft  him,  (he  thenceforward  more  readily 
believed  all  that  Simeonovna  Tfhoglokof  and  her 
accomplices  were  defirous  of  imputing  to  the 
prince ;  and,  emboldened  by  this  fuccefs,  the  con- 
fpirators  proceeded  in  their  infolence  to  propagate 
againft  him  the  molt  fcandalous  reports. 

To  all  this,  it  mult  be  added  that  the  flate  of 
inactivity  and  lonelinefs  in  which  Peter  was  left  to 
languifh,  and  the  unhappy  pliancy  of  his  character, 
tended  infallibly  to  favour  the  defigns  of  his 
enemies. 

When  the  emprefs  was  perfuaded  that  he  deli- 
vered himfelf  up  to  excefs,  fhe  not  only  fupprefifed 
the  gratification  of  fifty  thoufand  rubles,  of  which 
fhe  cuftomarily  made  him  a  prefent  on  the  anniver. 
fary  of  his  birth,  but  gave  orders  fo  far  to  diminifh 
the  expences  of  his  table,  that  the  prince  and  his 
guefts  had  not  always  fufficient  to  eat.  Peter  on 
thefe  occafions  would  fuffer  fome  complaints  to 
efcape  him  not  entirely  free  from  expreflions  of  pe- 
tulance and  ill-humour ;  and  thefe  complaints  were 
carefully  preferved,  exaggerated,  and  delivered  to 
the  emprefs. 

Shortly  after  the  marriage  of  the  grand  duke, 
his  aunt  had  made  him  a  prefent  of  Oranienbaum ; 
a  country-palace  that  had  formerly  belonged  to  the 
famous  Mentchikof ;  and  as  foon  as  the  fair  wea- 
ther permitted  him  to  leave  Peterfburg,  where  he 
lived  more  like  a  ftate  prifoner  than  the  heir  to  the 

g  2  throne, 
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throne,  thither  Peter  ufed  to  retire  #.  There,  freed 
from  the  prefence  of  his  aunt,  and  throwing  off  all 
conftraint,  heamufed  himfelf  with  dremng  his  people 
in  a  german  uniform,  and  making  them  perform 
the  pruflian  exerciie.  Elizabeth  feemed  highly  to 
approve  of  this  occupation,  thinking  it  might  pre- 
ferve  her  nephew  from  getting  a  tafte  for  dangerous 
pleafures,  and  even  from  a  difpofition  to  political 
intrigues,  which  fhe  confidered  as  ftill  far  more 
dangerous.  At  the  fame  time  fhe  gave  orders  that, 
from  feveral  regiments,  a  fufficient  number  of  foK 
diers  mould  be  drafted  and  fent  to  the  garrifon  at 

*  The  palace  of  Oranienbaum  was  built  by  prince  Mentchi- 
kofin  1727,  as  bis  country  refidence :  on  whofe  fall  it  reverted 
to  the  crown.  It  ftands  on  the  coaft  of  the  gulf  of  Finland  in 
590  52',  N.  L.  40  verfts  from  St.  Peterfourg,  8  from  Peterhof, 
and  7  from  the  ifland  of  Cronftadt.  The  palace  is  fituated,  like 
that  of  Peterhof,  on  a  rife  about  15  fathom  above  the  level  of  the 
fea,  formed  into  terraces ;  by  means  whereof  it  has  a  beautiful 
profpeft  of  the  gulf,  of  Cronftadt,  and  the  fhips,  gallebts,  &c. 
continually  paffing  in  the  fummer  feafon.  The  palace  is  not 
large,  confifts  of  a  central  building  of  two  (lories,  crowned  with 
a  turret  and  two  wings,  each  connected  with  it  by  a  colonnade. 
To  walk  on  the  top  of  thefe  colonnades  for  enjoying  the  pure 
air  and  the  fine  profpect  is  extremely  agreeable.  One  of  the 
wings  is  a  chapel ;  and  fome  of  the  apartments  are  very,  richly 
fitted  up ;  one  with  all  kinds  of  coftly  porcelaine,  another  lac- 
quered in  the  chinefe  tafte,  black  and  gold,  &c.  Within  thefe 
few  years  the  late  emprefs  Catharine  II.  gave  it  for  the  ufe  of 
the  noble  fea-cadet  corps.  It  lias  fpacious  gardens  belonging  to 
it.  -—  That  corps  has  fince  been  removed  to  the  Vafiilioftrof, 
and  the  palace  of  Oranienbaum  has  been  granted  to  the  grand 
duke  Conftantine. 

Oranienbaum, 
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Oranienbaum,  in  addition  to  thofe  of  the  grand 
duke ;  but  this  attention,  which  wore ,  the  fem- 
blance  of  a  favour  conferred  on  the  prince,  was 
perhaps  nothing  more  than  an  additional  precau- 
tion againfl  him.  However  that  might  be,  he 
received  it  with  tranfport,  and  gave  himfelf  up, 
with  renovated  ardour,  to  his  military  and  pruflian 
inclination. 

It  has  long  been  the  cuflom  for  numbers  of  Ger- 
mans to  go  and  feek  their  fortunes  in  Ruflia.  The 
elevation  of  a  holftein  prince  to  the  rank  of  grand 
duke  drew  them  thither  in  ftill  greater  multitudes. 
The  foldiers  whom  Peter  kept  at  Oranienbaum 
were  almoft  all  of  that  nation.  Befides  thefe,  he 
had  made  a  felection  of  many  others  who  under- 
flood  mufic  or  difplayed  talents  for  acting  of  plays  ; 
and  of  thefe  he  formed  a  company,  whom  he  made 
to  reprefent  the  bed  pieces  of  the  german  theatre. 

However,  neither  the  theatre  nor  military  exer- 
cifes  could  employ  the  whole  time  of  the  prince ; 
and  the  void  was  but  too  often  filled  up  with  the 
habits  he  had  begun  to  contract  in  the  indolence 
of  the  palace  of  Petersburg. 

The  party  formed  againfl  'him,  knowing  his  ex- 
treme propenfity  to  everything  that  was  pruflian, 
had  found  means  to  perfuade  him  that  in  Pruffia 
every  officer  had  continually  his  pipe  in  his  mouth, 
and  was  as  conftantly  employed  in  drinking  and 
gaming.  The  young  people  who  furrounded  him 
added,  if  not  from  malice,  at  lead  from  libertin- 

G  3  ifni, 


86  LIFE    OF    THE 

ifm,  example  to  precept ;  and,  in  conformity  to  it, 
he  became  fmoaker,  drinker,  gamefter. 

Catharine  all  this  time  was  purfuing  a  conduct 
diametrically  oppofite  to  that  of  her  hufband. 
Directed  by  her  vigilant  mother,  fhe1  was  folely 
employed  in  gaining  partifans  from  among  the 
moil:  powerful  perfons  of  the  court.  Her  violent 
difpofition  to  pleafure  was  mute  at  the  calls  of 
ambition  \  and  if  fhe  did  not  fucceed  fo  far  as  to 
captivate  the  friendfhip  of  the  emprefs,  fhe  at  lead: 
extorted  her  efleem. 

In  the  mean  time,  what  will  perhaps  feem 
difficult  to  be  believed,  the  princefs  of  Zerbft  was 
neglectful  of  that  circumfpe&ion,  with  regard  to 
herfelf,  which  fhe  infpired  into  her  daughter. 
Elizabeth  confidered  her  as  a  friend  or  a  filter,  and 
repofed  an  unlimited  confidence  in  her.  Proud  of 
her  influence,  the  princefs  of  Zerbft  feemed  in 
hafte  to  abufe  it.  She  mixed  in  the  intrigues  of 
the  courtiers,  made  herfelf  the  difpenfer  of  im- 
perial favours,  in  fhort,  fhe  pryed  into  the  fecrets 
of  the  moit  important  concerns.  Her  arrogance 
difgufted  the  favourites,  her  curiofity  was  vexatious 
to  the  minifters.  They  united  together  to  roufe 
the  jealoufy  of  the  emprefs,  and  to  free  her  from 
a  yoke  under  which  fhe  had  infenfibly  bowed  her 
neck.  Their  efforts  were  not  in  vain.  Elizabeth 
almoft  immediately  withdrew  the  confidence  fhe 
had  granted  to  the  mother  of  Catharine. 

'   '     The 
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The  princefs  of  Zerbft,  diftreffed  at  this  reverfe 
of  fortune,  turned  on  every  fide  for  a  remedy. 
She  afked  advice  of  the  king  of  Pruflia  and  of  the 
king  of  Sweden  ;  but  fhe  was  obferved  with  a 
watchful  eye.  It  became  extremely  difficult  for 
her  to  maintain  correfpondences.  She  was  fain  to 
have  recourfe  to  the  refinements  of  artifice  to  get 
a  letter  conveyed  to  the  king  of  Sweden.  On  one 
occafion  fhe  adopted  the  following  method  :  A  ball 
was  given  at  court ;  the  princefs  of  Zerbft  was 
there  with  the  grand  duchefs  her  daughter.  Le- 
ftocq, who  was  exiled  fhortly  after,  was  there  alfo ; 
and,  according  to  his  cuflom,  amufing  himfelf  in 
chatting  with  the  women.  All  at  once  the  grand 
duchefs  advanced  towards  him,  and,  throwing  a 
glove  at  him,  faid  fhe  would  dance  with  him. 
On  taking  up  the  glove,  Leftocq  perceived  that  it 
contained  a  paper.  On  this  the  artful  courtier, 
fmiling  to  the  grand  duchefs,  faid,  "  I  accept  the 
Cl  challenge,  madam  :  but,  inftead  of  reftoring 
"  you  your  glove,  I  befeech  you  to  give  me  the 
"  other,  that  I  may  prefent  them  both,  from  you, 
"  to  my  wife ;  the  favour  will  then  be  complete.'* 
The  country  dance  being  finifhed,  Leftocq  Ro\q 
away,  hiding  the  gloves  under  his  waiftcoat,  fear- 
ing left  the  emprefs  might  have  fome  intelligence  of 
what  had  paired,  and  mould  caufe  him  to  be 
fearched  at  the  door. 

All  the  ftratagems  put  in  pra&ice  by  the  prin- 
cefs of    Zerbft  were  not    fo    fuccefsful.       Every 
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day  brought  with  it  fome  complaint  againft  her, 
or  difcovered  fome  frefh  intrigue.  The  refentment 
of  the  emprefs  was  now  at  its  height ;  fhe  ordered 
the  princefs  to  quit  the  empire. 

The  princefs  of  Zerbft,  at  parting  from  her 
daughter,  experienced  the  moft  poignant  forrow. 
To  complete  her  diftrefs,  fhe  found  it  impoilible 
for  her  to  go  and  refide  with  the  king  of  Sweden, 
her  brother,  who  was  afraid  that  her  prefence  at 
Stockholm  might  give  umbrage  to  the  emprefs. 
Equally  difcarded  by  her  other  relations,  fhe  repair- 
ed to  the  court  of  France,  and  obtained  to  her 
death  an  afylum  in  the  Luxemburg  *. 

Catharine  herfelf  could  not,  without  great  re- 
gret, fee  her  mother  depart ;  but  the  hope  of  the 
throne  which  had  fortified  her  againft  other  mif- 
fortunes,  fupported  her  under  this ;  and  love  foon 
brought  its  confolations  to  mingle  them  with  thofe 
of  pride. 

The  young  men  that  furrounded  the  grand  duke 
did  not  all,  like  the  prince,  refign  themfelves  en- 
tirely to  the  pleafure  of  the  table,  to  play,  and  to 
military  parade.  There  was  efpecially  one  who 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  as  much  by  his  tafte  for  the 
amiable  arts,  as  he  was  admired  for  the  graces  of 
his  ptrfon  :  it  was  Soltikof,  the  prince's  chamber- 
lain.    He  made  one  in  all  his  parties :  but  he  was 

*  She  died  there  the  30th  of  May  1760,  leaving  behind  her 
a  number  of  debts,  which  Catharine  II.  always  refufed  to  pay. 
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afhamed  of  his  compajiy.  He  was  tolerably  well 
verfed  in  french  literature  ;  he  knew  by  heart  the 
fined  paffages  of  Racine  and  Voltaire,  and  in  the 
recitation  of  them  his  voice  feemed  to  heighten 
their  beauties.  Though  fcarcely  outgrown  the  boy, 
he  had  already  the  reputation  of  having  obtained 
the  favours  of  feveral  belles  of  the  court ;  and  his 
fuccefs  made  him  proud.  Soltikof,  it  is  true,  was 
held  rather  deficient  in  courage  with  the  men,  but 
he  was  not  the  lefs  prefumptuous  nor  lefs  bold 
with  the  women.  Perhaps  he  would  have  trem- 
bled at  the  fight  of  a  naked  fword  ;  but  for  ex- 
tending the  number  of  his  conquefb  in  gallantry, 
he  had  often  been  thought  to  brave  the  deferts  of 
Siberia.  In  fhort,  the  hufbands  of  Peterfburg  re- 
garded him  as  the  mod  agreeable  and  the  mod 
dangerous  man  in  town. 

Soltikof  was  not  long  ere  he  lifted  his  eyes  even 
to  the  fpoufe  of  his  matter ;  and  vanity  yet  more 
than  love  led  him  to  conceive  the  temerarious  de- 
fign  of  captivating  her  heart.  He  began  by  fedu- 
loufly  fludying  the  inclinations  of  the  princefs.  He 
perceived  that,  notwithstanding  the  conflraint  in 
which  fhe  lived,  Catharine  had  always  a  propenfity 
to  pleafure  ;  and  that,  the  folitude  of  Oranienbaum 
rendered  diffipation  neceilary  to  her.  He  accord- 
ingly procured  her  fome  new  amufemcnt  with  every 
returning  day.  He  engaged  the  grand  duke  to 
give  frequent  entertainments,  he  took  upon  him- 
felf  the  talk  of  inventing  and  directing  them,  fe- 
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cretly  giving  the  grand  duchefs  to  underftand  that 
fhe  was  the  fole  object  for  which  they  were  made, 
and  that  it  was  to  him  alone  fhe  was  indebted  for 
them.  Catharine  was  not  infenfible  to  fuch  gal- 
lant, fuch  continued  attentions.  The  feducing 
figure  of  Soltikof,  and  the  vivacity  of  his  wit,  had 
made  impreflion  on  her  mind.  His  afliduities  con- 
firmed him  matter  of  her  affections;  but  Soltikof, 
fenfible  that  the  heart  of  the  grand  duchefs  was 
no  ordinary  conqueft,  was  afraid  of  betraying  him- 
felf  by  an  imprudent  explanation.  It  is  even  not 
impofnble  that  at  firft  he  meant  only  to  feign  a 
paflion  which  in  the  fequel  grew  up  into  a  real 
attachment.  In  fhort,  for  a  considerable  time 
paft,  their  fondnefs  had  been  mutual,  without  any 
declaration  on  the  part  of  either. 

An  unfortunate  event  was  the  occafibn  of  acce- 
lerating this  declaration.  Soltikof  loft  his  father. 
His  duty  obliged  him  to  repair  to  Mofco.  He  ob- 
tained the  grand  duke's  permifhon  to  depart,  and  at 
taking  leave  of  Catharine  he  was  not  fufficiently 
matter  of  his  feelings  to  prevent  his  difcovering  how 
much  this  parting  coft  him.  The  princefs,  who  faw 
his  tears,  was  no  lefs  touched  herfelf  at  the  caufe 
whence  they  flowed  ;  and  fixing  her  eyes,  with  a 
look  of  extreme  Significance,  on  Soltikof,  fhe  con- 
jured him  to  fhorten  his  abfence  as  much  as  he 
could,  and  to  return  and  forget  his  grief  in  the 
midft  of  a  brilliant  court,  where  without  him  there 
could  be  no  fuch  thing  as  pleafure. 

The 
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The  chara&er  of  Soltikof  renders  it  eafy  to  judge 
what  erTecl:  thefe  words  mud  have  produced.  He 
thought  he  perceived  that  he  was  beloved  ;  and  his 
confcious  pride  redoubled.  His  journey  took  him 
up  but  a  few  days.  What  were  domeftic  concerns 
when  balanced  with  the  felicity  he  expected  ?  What 
was  Mofco  to  him  in  comparifon  of  Peterfburg  ? 
He  abandoned  all  for  the  fake  of  returning  to 
fecure  his  triumph. 

However,  on  approaching  again  the  grand  duch- 
efs,  all  the  flattering  ideas  with  which  he  had  re- 
galed his  delighted  imagination  began  fuddenly  to 
diffoive  and  vanifti.  His  audacity  forfook  him.  He 
found  himfeif  a  prey  to  the  mofl  ferious  and  gloomy 
reflections.  He  faw  at  once  all  the  danger  of  his 
amour.  He  could  no  longer  prefume  to  flatter 
himfeif  that  Catharine  would  fo  far  forget  what  fhe 
owed  to  her  rank,  to  her  fpoufe,  as  to  accept  the 
afliduities  of  a  fimple  chamberlain.  But  if  he  were 
fo  happy  as  to  fee  her  vouchfafe  to  correfpond  to 
his  pafTion,  could  he  imagine  that  he  mould  de- 
ceive the  penetrating  eyes  of  the  jealous  and  humi- 
liated courtiers  by  whom  me  was  furrounded  ?  In 
a  word,  how  rifk  a  confeflion  which  might  be  re- 
paid by  a  perpetual  imprifonment,  or  even  with  the 
lofs  of  his  life!  He  fhuddered,  he  trembled,  he 
refolved  to  renounce  the  fallacious  hopes  his  un- 
bounded arrogance  h?.d  made  hi:n  cherifh. 

In  this  ftate  of  perturbation  and  defpondence, 
Soltikof  no  longer  difplayed  that  brilliant  gaiety  for 

which 
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which  he  had  hitherto  been  always  diftinguifhed, 
In  vain  did  he  fometimes  affect  an  air  of  eafy  ele- 
gance which  he  now  no  more  porTefled.  A  fettled 
melancholy  corroded  his  heart,  and  was  depicted 
on  his  face  ;  his  health  was  vifibly  declining.  The 
grand  duchefs  took  the  alarm  ;  and  one  day,  on 
finding  herfelf  alone  with  him,  defired  him  to  re- 
veal the  caufe  of  fo  fudden  an  alteration.  Soltikof, 
unable  at  that  moment  to  ftifle  or  refill  a  paffion 
thus  preying  on  his  vitals,  avowed  it  in  expreffions 
of  the  tendered  emotion.  Catharine  heard  him 
without  anger  ;  fhe  feemed  even  to  pity  him  ;  but, 
with  a  collected  air,  me  counfelled  him  to  renounce 
an  inclination,  of  the  irregularity  and  danger 
whereof  he  ought  to  be  fenfible.  Although  ft  ill  very 
young,  Soltikof  knew  but  too  well  the  female  heart 
to  be  ignorant,  that  fhe  who  allows  herfelf  to  liflen 
to  a  lover  has  already  begun  to  approve  him.  He 
took  courage.  He  threw  himielf  at  the  knees  of 
the  grand  duchefs,  and  embraced  them  with  bold- 
nefs.  The  princefs  was  agitated  ;  fhe  let  fall  fome 
tears ;  and  retiring  precipitately  from  the  tranfports 
of  Soltikof,  to  go  and  fhut  herfelf  in  her  cabinet, 
fhe  addrefled  to  him  that  verfe  which  Monimia 
fpeaks  to  Xiphares  in  the  tragedy  of  Mithri- 
dates  :  — 

*'  Et  meritez  les  pleurs  que  vous  m'allez  couter  *.", 

From  that  moment  the  chamberlain  refumed  his 
wonted  gaiety  with  returning  hope ;  and  the  happy 

*  And  merit  thofe  tears  you  are  about  to  coft  me. 

altera- 
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alteration  in  his  behaviour  was  felt  by  all  around 
him. 

While  the  grand  duke  and  the  grand  duchefs 
were  palling  the  fummer  at  Oranienbaum,  the  em- 
prefs  Elizabeth  remained  at  Peterhof  *,  though  not 
without  fending,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  impe- 
rial couple  to  fhare  in  the  pleafures  of  her  court. 
On  thefe  little  expeditions  Soltikof  never  failed  to 
make  one  of  the  party.  In  order  to  avoid  being 
prefent  at  the  entertainments  and  feftivities  of  the 
palace,  where  the  prying  eyes  of  indifcreet  obferv- 
ers  would  throw  too  great  a  reftraint  on  her  con- 
duel,  Catharine  feigned  an  indifpofition.  [1753.] 
The  grand  duke  was  fo  infatuated  in  regard  to  his 
chamberlain,  that  he  even  engaged  him  himfelf  to 
fhare  in  the  folitude  of  his  wife,  and  to  exert  all 
the  talents  of  his  capacity  to  amufe  and  to  cheer  her. 
This  was  exactly  what  the  two  lovers  defired  ;  and 
it  is  not  difficult  to  imagine  that  they  turned  the 
moments  to  profit.  This  tide  of  fuccefs  feemed 
now  at  its  height ;  and  the  young  chamberlain 
experienced  a  fignal  turn  of  affairs.  The  grand 
duchefs  was  not  always  fufficiently  on  her  guard  for 
concealing  the  inclination  fhe  entertained  for  him. 
The  courtiers,  always  artful,  always  envious,  began 
by  remarking  the  preference  that  wounded  their 
pride,  and  were  not  long  in  tracing  k  to  its  fource. 
The  ruin  of  Soltikof  was  now  pretty  certain.     The 

*   A  country-palace,  fituate  25  verfts  from  Petersburg  ;  on  the 
border  of  the  gulf  of  Finland,  built  by  Peter  I. 

very 
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very  men  who  mewed  him  the  mofl  marks  of  friend- 
fhip,  and  who  of  courfe  had  the  mod  means  of 
doing  himdiffervice,  fecretly  found  the  method  of  con- 
veying to  the  emprefs  their  fufpicions  of  an  amour 
between  the  chamberlain  and  the  grand  duchefs. 
Of  an  amorous  difpofition  herfelf,  Elizabeth  per- 
haps was  not  bound  to  take  great  offence  at  the 
intrigue :  but  ihe  was  haughty ;  and  in  the  firft 
burfts  of  her  indignation,  me  declared  that  Sold- 
kof  mould  pay  for  his  temerity  by  an  exile  into 
Siberia. 

Soltikof,  informed  of  the  dangers  that  menaced 
him,  immediately  fet  about  the  means  of  avoiding 
them.  He  faw  that  the  bed  method  of  preventing 
the  florin  from  bur  fling  upon  him  was  boldly  to 
brave  it.  AfTuming,  therefore,  a  look  of  affurance, 
and  putting  on  the  air  of  affronted  innocence,  he 
ran  to  the  grand  duke  to  complain  of  the  calumnies 
that  had  been  fo  audacioufly  fpread.  He  reminded 
the  prince  that  he  had  only  prefented  himfelf  to  the 
grand  duchefs  in  confequence  of  exprefs  orders  re- 
ceived from  himfelf;  and  that  he  had  never  beheld 
her  but  with  all  the  refpect  that  was  due  to  her  rank. 
He  remarked  to  him,  that  thefe  invidious  flanders, 
though  outwardly  lanced  againfl  him,  were  intended 
as  a  clandefline,  but  certain  attack  on  the  heir  of 
the  empire,  fmce  in  thefe  infamous  reports  the 
honour  of  the  crown  was  infinitely  more  implicated 
than  the  reputation  of  an  individual  like  him. 
lie  concluded  by  adding,  that  in  order,  to  furnifli 
5  K° 
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no  farther  pretence  to  the  jealoufy  of  his  ene- 
mies, and  to  calm  the  mind  of  the  emprefs,  he 
prayed  the  grand  duke  for  permiflion  to  retire  to 
Mofco. 

The  fpeech  of  Soltikof  not  only  impofed  on  the 
credulous  prince,  but  perfuaded  him  that  for  his 
own  honour  he  fhould  keep  the  chamberlain  about 
the  perfon  of  his  fpoufe.  He  ordered  him  to  re- 
main ;  then  afked  for  an  audience  of  the  emprefs, 
in  which  he  complained  of  the  infolent  reports  that 
had  been  induftrioufly  fent  abroad :  he  defended 
Soltikof  with  fo  much  vehemence,  and  with  fuch 
fpecious  arguments,  that  Elizabeth  herfelf  began  to 
believe  that  the  reports  which  had  been  railed  about 
him  might  poflibly  be  no  more  than  the  fabrication 
of  envy. 

While  this  fcene  was  tranfa&ing  in  the  apartment 
of  Elizabeth,  the  grand  duchefs  did  not  remain 
idle :  fhe  was  more  interefled  than  any  one  in  put- 
ting a  flop  to  thefe  injurious  reports,  and  to  prefer vc 
her  lover.  Indeed,  who  was  more  capable  than 
herfelf  of  undertaking  her  own  defence  ?  Informed 
by  madame  Narifhkin  of  the  pains  the  grand  duke 
had  taken  in  the  j unification  of  Soltikof,  and  of 
the  fuccefs  he  had  jufl  obtained,  (he  immediately 
prefented  herfelf  to  the  emprefs.  Forgetting  the  air 
of  meeknefs  fhe  had  hitherto  always  put  on  in  the 
prefence  of  the  fovereign,  fee  broke  forth  into  re- 
proaches on  the  credit  that  could  be  given  to  fuch 
odious  fufpicions.     She  reprefented  how  much  the 
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proofs  demanded  by  the  emprefs  of  her  innocence 
muft  be  fallacious  and  uncertain,  and  how  all  public 
inquiry  muft  infallibly  be  attended  with  difgrace,  as 
on  every  occafion  of  this  nature  the  fmaileft  doubt 
always  left  an  indelible  blot.  ,  Grief,  vengeance, 
rage,  by  turns  gave  fo  much  force  to  her  eloquence, 
that  Elizabeth  was  unable  to  refift  it :  ihe  appeared 
moved,  melted,  perfuaded ;  and  the  victory  of 
Catharine  was  ftill  more  complete  than  that  of  the 
grand  duke. 

In  the  evening,  as  is  the  cuftom  at  the  court  of 
St.  Peterfburg,  there  was  a  circle  at  the  palace,  and 
the  emprefs  with  eagernefs  embraced  the  opportu- 
nity for  teftifying  in  the  eyes  of  the  court,  that  Sol- 
tikof  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from  her.  The 
chamberlain  was  engaged  at  play :  Elizabeth 
advancing  to  the  back  of  his  chair,  afked  him,  with 
that  grace  which  (lie  had  the  art  of  throwing  into  all 
that  flie  laid,  whether  he  was  happy  ? —  "  By  no 
"  means,  madam,"  returned  Soltikof.  — "  I  am 
"  forry  for  it,"  flie  replied  ;  "  but  perhaps  that 
"  may  be  partly  by  your  own  fault.  It  is  faid  that 
"  you  intend  to  quit  the  grand  duke  ?  I  cannot 
"  believe  it ;  and  I  invite  you  to  remain  about  him: 
<«  be  allured  that  if  your  enemies  mould  attempt 
"  again  to  injure  you,  I  (hall  be  the  nrft  to  defend 
«c  you." 

Though  it  had  been  true  that  Soltikof  had  fen- 
oufly  formed  the  defign  of  retiring  from  court,  thefe 
words  would  have  been  enough  to  have  detained 
trim  $  and  even   though  his  enemies   might   have 
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acquired  the  moft  convincing  proofs  of  his  auda- 
city, they  would  have  flopped  their  mouths  for 
ever. 

In  the  mean  time  the  grand  duke  cohabited  with 
his  fpoufe  ;  and  thenceforward  Solfikof  thought 
he  had  no  longer  any  danger  to  prevent  \  he  now 
tailed  without  difturbance  or  remorfe  thofe  pleafures 
from  the  confequences  of  which  he  had  nothing  to 
dread.  Catharine  herfelf  no  longer  needed  to  be  fo 
flrict  in  her  precautions  ;  her  firft  fuccefs  had  given 
her  additional  boldnefs.  Befides,  the  example  of 
the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  whofe  manners  were  grow- 
ing more  and  more  corrupt,  and  who  engaged  in 
new  follies  from  day  to  day,  feemed  to  afford  fome 
excufe  for  her  paflion.  The  emprefs  queilioned 
nothing  of  an  intrigue  which  {he  might  eafily  have 
perceived  ;  or  if  (lie  obferved  it,  (lie  at  lead  no 
longer  evinced  either  anger  or  fufpicion. 

1754.  Time,  which  enfeebles  and  often  extin- 
guifhes  the  moil  ardent  pafhons,  diminithed  not  that 
of  Catharine.  That  princefs  expected  fhonly  to  be- 
come a  mother  5  Soltikof  was  daily  acquiring  a 
greater  afcendant  over  her  heart  ;  but  his  happinefs 
was  at  its  ultimate  term ;  he  became  himfelf  the  arti- 
ficer of  his  ruin. 

The  grand  chancellor  Befluchef,  with  the  reft  of 
the  courtiers,  had  been  filent  on  the  favour  enjoyed 
by  Soltikof;  but  he  was  not  on  that  account  the  lefs 
vigilant  and  attentive.  IncerTantiy  occupied  with 
the  project  of  difplacing  the  grand  duke  from  his 
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fucceffion  to  the  throne,  the  veteran  'minifter  per- 
ceived that  the  fureft  means  for  fucceeding  was  to 
gain  over  the  favourite  of  the  prince,  in  order  to 
undo  him  firft. 

Buftuchef,  whom  the  title  of  grand  chancellor, 
united  with  the  general  adminiflration  of  affairs,  his 
influence,  and  his  profound  policy,  rendered  one  of 
the  mod  powerful  perfons  of  the  empire,  became 
the  humble  fycophant  of  Soltikof.  He  lavifhed  on 
him  the  marks  of  deference,  praifes,  careffes,  in  the 
greatell  profufion.  He  revealed  to  him  the  fecrets 
that  were  of  the  utmofl  importance  ;  he  frequently 
confulted  him,  or  feigned  to  confult  him  ;  he  at 
length  fo  completely  gained  his  confidence,  that  the 
chamberlain,  blinded  by  pride,  thought  he  had  no 
firmer  a  friend  than  the  wily  minifter :  while  he, 
who  now  faw  what  authority  he  had  acquired  over 
Soltikof,  and  who  thought  of  nothing  but  to  free 
himfelf  from  fo  dangerous  a  rival,  induced  him  to 
take  the  moft  fatal  meafures.  He  told  him,  that 
for  augmenting  the  afcendancy  he  had  gained,  and 
to  render  himfelf  entirely  matter  of  the  grand  duke's 
mind,  it  was  neceflary  to  put  away  from  the  prince 
all  perfons  of  birth,  of  ambition,  or  talents,  and  to 
let  him  have  none  about  him  but  vile  and  obfcure 
people,  or  who,  being  placed  by  Soltikof  himfelf, 
would  be  fervilely  devoted  to  his  intereft.  Soltikof 
perceived  not  the  fnare.  He  was  moreover  incapa- 
ble of  penetrating  into  the  motive  of  fo  perfidious 
an  advice.  His  favour  made  all  things  poffible  to 
2  him  1 
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him  ;  his  ambition  increafed  ;  he  attempted  to  fe- 
cure  to  himfelf  an  abfolute  fway  ;  and  he  was  eager 
to  put  in  practice  what  the  old  chancellor  had  told 
him.  Thus  one  moment  of  imprudence  demolifhed 
a  triumph  of  feveral  years. 

This  new  temped  raifed  againft  the  favourite, 
blackened' all  at  once.  The  young  courtiers  feeing 
themfelves  removed  from  the  heir  of  the  throne, 
broke  out  into  murmurs,  and  joined  their  efforts  to 
thofe  of  the  friends  of  Beftuchef.  The  chancellor 
rekindled  the  audacity  of  Tfchoglokof,  of  Razu- 
moffky,  and  thofe  of  their  party  ;  who  at  length  all 
united  together  to  caufe  their  complaints  to  reach  the 
ears  of  Elizabeth.  Beftuchef  perceived  that  it  was 
time  for  him  to  fpeak  to  the  emprefs  himfelf.  He 
accordingly  had  a  fecret  conference  with  her ;  in 
which  he  recalled  to  her  mind  all  that  me  already 
knew  of  the  weaknefs  of  the  grand  duke,  of  his  ex- 
travagancies,  and  the  riot  to  which  he  was  addicted. 
He  told  her  that  thefe  extravagancies  and  this  riot 
took  their  origin  from  Soltikof ;  who,  that  he  might 
the  more  effectually  fubject  the  prince  to  his  will, 
fuffered  none  to  approach  him  but  abject  flatterers 
and  wild  debauchees.  He  revived  the  fufpicions, 
but  too  well  founded,  and  for  fo  long  time  fpread, 
on  the  criminal  intercom- fe  carried  on  by  the  cham- 
berlain with  the  grand  duchefs.  He  concluded 
by  reprefenting  him  as  a  perfidious  favourite, 
whofe  ambition  threatened  Ruffia  with  an  odious 
reign. 

uz  The 
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The  emprefs,  incenfed  at  what  Hie  heard,  refolvecj 
once  more  to  punifh  Soltikof;  but,  directed  by  the 
aged  chancellor,  (he  took  at  this  time  furer  meafures 
than  before.  The  fecret  was  kept,  and  the  difgrace 
of  the  chamberlain  was  covered  by  the  pretext  of 
an  honourable  embaffy.  Elizabeth  commiflioned 
him  to  repair  to  Stockholm  with  the  title  of  envoy 
extraordinary,  to  notify  to  the  king  of  Sweden 
the  birth  of  Paul  Petrovitch,  of  whom  the  grand 
duchefs  had  juft  been  delivered  *.  The  prefumptuous 
Soltikof  at  firft  confidered  this  employ  as  a  new  mark 
of  the  emprefs's  favour.  He  accepted  it  with  grati- 
tude, repaired  haftily  to  Sweden,  and  left  it  with  equal 
ipeed.  But  fcarcely  had  he  quitted  Stockholm  to  re- 
turn to  St.  Petersburg,  when  he  was  (lopped  on  the 
way  by  a  courier,  who  put  into  his  hands  the  order 
for  him  to  go  and  refide  at  Hamburg,  in  quality 
of  minider  plenipotentiary  from  the  court  of 
Ruflia. 

Soltikof  new  opened  his  eyes.  He  faw  that  he 
had  been  cruelly  deceived.  He  wrote  to  the  grand 
duchefs,  and  engaged  her  to  folicit  his  recall.  That 
princefs,  not  lefs  fenfible  than  he  to  this  reparation, 
wiihed  at  firft  to  employ  her  influence  and  her  elo- 
quence with  the  emprefs,  to  induce  her  to  command 
his  return  ;  but  the  chancellor,  who  had  forefcen  all 
that  happened,  went  to  her  with  fpeed,  to  convince 
her  of  the  danger  of  this  propofal.     He  told  her 

*  The  iVof  Odober  1754. 
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plainly  that  the  fteps  (he  hazarded  in  favour  of  Sol- 
tikof  would  corroborate  the  fufpicions  that  were 
already  excited  againit  her,  and  would  effectually 
tend  to  her  ruin.  She  was  entirely  convinced 
by  his  arguments.  Ambition  irnpofed  filence  on 
love. 

Catharine,  however,  preferved  for  fome  time  the 
paflicn  (he  had  conceived  for  the  chamberlain.  She 
wrote  to  him,  and  frequently  receil  ..!  letters  from 
him.  Misfortune  feemed  even  to  augment  her  ten- 
dernefs ;  when  all  at  once,  the  prefence  of  a  ftranger 
whom  fortune  had  brought  to  the  court  of  RufTia, 
caufed  her  to  forget  the  lover  whom  (he  no  longer 
few. 

1755.  The  young  count  Scaniflaus  Poniatofsky, 
whom  Catharine  firii  raifed  to  the  throne  of  Poland, 
and  afterwards  hurled  indignantly  from  ir,  was  the 
happy  fucceffor  of  Soltikof.  Born  a  fimple  noble- 
man, and  deftitute  of  fortune,  but  endowed  with 
a  handfome  figure  and  full  of  ambition*,  Poniatof- 

The  father  of  Poniatofsky  was  an  adventurer  ;  who,   from 
the  condition  of  a  domestic  in  the  family  of  Michitlky  in  Lithua- 
nia, went  bto  the  fen-ice  cf  Charles  XII.  and  obtained  the  con- 
:e  oi  that  prince.     He  afterwards  attached  himfclf  to  king 
Lechiniky,  whom  he  betrayed  by  conveying  from  him 
:h  ApguftusII.  had  formerly  given   him   in 
:  Charles  XH.     Provided  with  this  important  record, 
Poniatofsky  repaired  to  Warfaw,  where  Auguftus  rewarded  his 
pcxfid]  Qg   him  in  marriage  the  princefs  Chartorinfky,  a 

defeendant  of  the  houfe  of  Yagellon.     Staniflaus  Poniatofsky 
torai  the  fruit  of  this  marriage. 

H3  Iky 
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Iky  amufed  for  fome  time  in  Germany  and  France 
his  anxiety  and  his  vague  expectations.     He   met 
with  tolerable  fuccefs  at  Paris,  where  the  friendfhip 
of  the  fwedifh   ambaflador   procured   him  diftin- 
guifhed  connections:  but  his  mother,  who  dreaded 
the  influence  which  the  too  bewitching  pleafures  of 
that  city  might  have   upon  him,  wrote  to  him  her 
orders  to  leave  it.     In  this  fhe  was  right,  as  Ponia- 
toffky  had  already  brought  himfelf  into  jail  for  debt, 
whence  he  owed  his  deliverance  to  the  generofity  of 
madame  Geoffrin  *.     Poniatoffky  immediately  quit- 
ted France  and  repaired  to  England,  where  he  found 
fir  Charles  Hanbury  Williams,  whom  he  had  for- 
merly known  at  the  court   of  Warfaw ;  and  who, 
being  appointed  by  the  cabinet  of  London   to  the 
embaffy  of  Peterfburg,  engaged  him  to  accompany 
him  thither.     Without  bearing  any  title  that  at- 
tached him  to  the  embaffy,  the  young  Pule  employ- 
ed himfelf  in  the  cabinet  of  the  ambaflador,   and 
ferved  him  in  the  orHce  of  fecretary.     He  even  de- 
termined at   fir  ft  to  confine  himfelf  to  diplomatic 
affairs ;  but  the  taite  for  diffipation  to  which  he  had 
long  been  accuftomed,  his  youth,  the  feducing  op- 
portunities which  daily  prefented  themfelves,   foon 
brought  him  back  to  the  purfuit  of  pleafure.     Pie 
was  by  nature  of  a  gay,  witty,  and  fpirited  difpofi- 
tion,  and  therefore  adapted  to  fucceed  at  a  court 

*  For  an  account  of  this  extraordinary  woman,  fee  "  Vane- 
«  ties  of  Literature,"  vol  iu  p.  33  i,jj 

where 
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where  amufement  feemed  to  be  the  mod  important 
concern.  Accordingly  it  was  not  long  before  he 
perceived  the  impreflion  he  had  made  upon  the  heart 
of  Catharine. 

1756.  Poniatofsky,  bold  and  even  audacious, 
was  yet  awed  by  the  high  rank  of  the  grand 
duchefs  ;  and  the  obfervant  eyes  of  the  numerous 
courtiers  obliged  him  to  reprefs  his  ardour.  For 
Tome  time  the  two  lovers  converfed  only  by  their 
looks ;  but  to  thefe  mute  converfations  at  length 
others  fucceeded  in  which  they  reciprocally  declared 
their  attachment,  and  confulted  on  the  means  of 
indulging  their  inclinations  without  conftraint. 

Led  by  the  feveral  motives  of  intereft  and  vanity, 
fome  perfons  of  the  court,  who  watched  the  mo- 
tions of  the  grand  duchefs  only  to  thwart  and  cen- 
fure  her  views,  loft  no  time  in  informing  the  em- 
prefs  Elizabeth  of  the  new  intrigue  of  her  adoptive 
niece. 

Elizabeth  had  no  efteern  for  her  nephew ;  fhe 
cared  but  little  for  the  honour  of  the  grand 
duchefs ;  fhe  was  in  general  not  more  fevere  to- 
wards the  conduct  of  others,  than  careful  of  her 
own  ;  in  fhort,  fhe  was  always  afraid  to  punifh  : 
but  the  extreme  facility  with  which  fhe  followed 
the  counfels  of  the  perfons  about  her,  made  her 
often  act  with  a  rigour  entirely  abhorrent  to  her 
general  character.  She  gave  orders  to  Poniatofsky 
to  quit  Ruffia  without  delay.     Poniatofsky  obeyed. 

h  4  By 
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By  continuing  to  cabal  againft  the  grand  duke, 
and  by  removing  Soltikof  from  the  court,  the  chan- 
cellor Beftuchef  had  neglected  nothing  for  flrength- 
ening  his  party  with  that  of  the  grand  duchefs. 
His  devotion  to  this  princefs  appeared  to  increafe 
from  day  to  day.  He  flattered  her  inclinations  ; 
he  even  miniftered  to  them  ;  he  made  her  at  length 
forget  that  he  had  been  the  chief  caufe  of  the  ruin 
of  her  firft  lover.  She  thought  (he  might  make 
ufe  of  him  in  recovering  the  fecond.  The  old  mi- 
nifter  promifed  his  return,  and  haftened  his  endea- 
vours to  fulfil  it.  Poniatofsky  he  thought  far  lefs 
to  be  dreaded  than  Soltikof.  He  knew  that  the 
heart  of  Catharine  could  never  remain  in  a  (late  of 
inaction :  he  therefore  preferred  feeing  a  foreigner 
rather  than  a  Ruffian  the  object  of  her  choice. 

1757.  The  grand  chancellor  was  intimately 
connected  with  the  count  de  Bruhl,  prime  -mini- 
fter  of  the  king  of  Poland  *.  He  acquainted  him 
by  letter  with  the  paflion  the  grand  duchefs  enter- 
tained for  Poniatofsky,  and  the  advantage  to  be 
derived  of  fending  the  young  Pole  to  Ruma,  in- 
veiled  with  a  character  that  would  ferve  as  a  plau- 
Tible  pretext  for  his  return.      The  count  de  Bruhl 

*  Bruhl  had  been  page  to  Augutlus  II.  and  by  his  intrigues 
affifted  Auguftus  III.  in  obtaining  the  crown,  which  procured 
him  the  favour  of  that  monarch.  Bruhl  devoted  himfelf  to  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Peterfburg,  who  both  contributed  to  keep 
him  in  his  place.  Of  all  the  men  of  his  time,  fays  Frederic  II. 
he  had  the  greateft  number  of  clothes,  watches,  laces,  boots, 
fhoes,  and  flippers, 

immediately 
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immediately  perceived  tto  nportance  of  the  pro- 
ject ;  fome  embarrarTment,  however,  attended  its 
execution  :  two  pofitive  laws  in  direct  oppofition 
to  his  views  on  the  favourite  muft  be  infringed  in 
their  behalf. 

Every  Pole,  in  porTeffion  of  a  ftarofty,  was  pro- 
hibited by  the  former  from  quitting  the  republic. 

The  other  enjoined,  that  a  Pole  could  never  be 
charged  at  a  foreign  court  with  the  management 
of  the  affairs  of  Saxony,  nor  a  Saxon  with  thofe  of 
Poland. 

But  Bruhl  had  often  the  art  of  making  the  laws 
fubfervient  to  his  will.  The  neceflity  of  gaining 
the  afcendant  at  the  court  of  Ruflia,  and  the  defire 
of  further  conciliating  the  favour  of  the  ruffian 
minifter,  whom  the  Saxon  regarded  as  one  of  his 
chief  fupports,  obviated  every  objection.  Ponia- 
tofsky  was  publicly  decorated  with  the  .order  of 
the  White  Eagle  ;  and  foon  after  a  fecret  council 
was  held,  in  which  he  was  named  minifter  pleni- 
potentiary of  the  republic  and  king  of  Poland  to 
the  emprefs  Elizabeth.  The  cuftomary  convoca- 
tion of  the  fenatus  concilium  was  even  neglected  on 
this  occafion. 

The  indignation  of  all  patriot  Poles  was  excited 
at  this  tranfa&ion.  But  they  were  not  aware  that 
the  new  plenipotentiary  was  the  creature  of  Char- 
torinfky,  and  devoted  to  the  politics  of  England 
and  Pruflia. 

Durand, 
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Durand,  a  man  of  perfpicacity  and  courage, 
charged  with  the  concerns  of  France  in  the  abfence 
of  the  count  de  Broglio,  repaired  to  count  Bruhl, 
to  remonftrate  with  him  on  the  choice  he  had 
made,  at  a  moment  when  it  was  of  fo  much  im- 
portance to  Poland  to  keep  on  good  terms  with  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Verfailles.  The  count  by  a 
falfehood  attempted  to  impofe  on  the  agent  of 
France ;  he  protefted  that  he  had  exerted  no  in- 
fluence in  the  nomination  of  Poniatofsky  ;  and  in 
the  meanwhile  haftened  his  departure  with  the 
greater  zeal. 

Bruhl,  become  now  the  patron  of  Poniatofsky, 
omitted  nothing  on  his  part  to  enfure  a  fuccefs 
that  might  juftify  his  choice.  He  well  knew  the 
uneafmefs  that  pervaded  the  ruffian  court,  while  it 
affected  an  exterior  of  oriental  magnificence.  He 
was  not  ignorant  that  Elizabeth  was  Javifhing  on 
her  minions,  and  the  inventors  of  fumptuous  and 
fantaflical  feftivities,  the  fums  that  mould  have 
been  applied  to  the  wants  of  the  empire ;  in  fhort, 
he  knew  that  the  grand  duke  and  grand  duchefs 
were  languiihing  in  a  penury  unworthy  of  their 
rank.  He  therefore  remitted  to  Poniatofsky  fix 
thoufand  ducats,  that,  on  prefling  emergencies,  he 
might  advance  them  to  the  prince  and  his  confort, 
and  thereby  ^conciliate  their  entire  concurrence. 
Poniatofsky  dexteroufly  profited  by  the  counfels  and 
benefactions  of  Biuhl.  He  was  already  fure  of 
the  grand  duchefs's  heart ;  he  fucceed'ed  foon  after 

with 
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with  the  fpoufe.  He  talked  englifh  and  german 
with  him ;  he  drank,  fmoked,  fpoke  ill  of  France, 
abufed  the  French,  and  extolled  the  king  of 
Pruflia  with  unlimited  praife.  In  addition  to  fo 
many  recommendations,  he  affected  an  immoderate 
purfuit  of  pleafure.  But  the  Poles,  and  even  the 
Ruffians,  foon  penetrated  his  ambitious  defigns, 
and  pretended  that  he  was  facrificing  the  interefls 
of  his  mailer  and  the  Chartorinfkys  to  his  own 
private  views.  Time  has  fince  fhewn  that  they 
were  not  deceived. 

What  indeed  might  not  a  man  of  penetration 
and  addrefs  have  done  in  thofe  days  at  the  court 
of  Peterfburg  ?  What  were  the  principal  perfonages 
at  that  luxurious,  intriguing,  and  profligate  court? 

The  emprefs  Elizabeth  had  infenfibly  proceeded 
from  moderate  pleafures  to  the  extravagance  of 
fenfuality  ;  and  her  tafte  for  devotion  augmented 
with  her  voluptuoufnefs.  She  continued  whole 
hours  on  her  knees  before  the  picture  of  fome 
faint  *,  to  which  fhe  fpoke,  which  me  even  confult- 

ed, 

*  The  worfhip  of  the  pictures  of  faints  is  an  univerfal  prac- 
tice in  the  orthodox  greek  church.  The  decalogue,  it  feems, 
forbids  only  graven  images.  —  Notwithstanding  the  unbounded 
toleration  which  prevails  in  Ruffia,  there  is  ilill  what  is  called 
a  predominant  religion,  and  to  which,  as  John  James  obfer-ves, 
the  prince  and  the  executioner  always  belong.  The  fyftem  of 
faith  adopted  by  the  tzar  and  the  native  Ruffians  is  that  deno- 
minated by  divines  the  greek  religion,  which  in  fome  particulars 
differs  from  the  latin.     Without  tiring  the  reader  with  a  circum- 

flantial 
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ed,  and  pafled  alternately  from  ads  of  bigotry  to 
the  intemperance  of  lull,  and  from  fcenes  of  lafci- 
vioufnefs  to  the  opiates  of  prayer.  She  would  fre- 
quently drink  to  excefs  \  and  at  fuch  times  too 
fenfual,  too  impatient  for  the  delays  of  unlacing, 
her  women  ufed  to  effect  the  fame  purpofe  by  means 
of  the  feifTars.  In  what  manner  fuch  nights  were 
pafled,  it  becomes  not  the  hiftorian  to  undraw  her 
curtains  to  reveal. 

The  grand  duchefs,  blinded  by  her  paiiion,  and 
confequently  unmindful  of  the  lefTons  of  prudence 
which  her  mother  had  left  her,  but  which  fhe  af- 
terwards took  for  the  guides  of  her  conduct,  be- 
trayed a  faint  imitation  of  the  irregularities  of  her 
aunt.  She  followed  no  counfels  but  thofe  of  Be- 
ituchef,  the  englifli  ambaflador  Williams,  and  the 
gallant  Poniatofsky  :  on  which  occafion,  a  foreign- 
er *  then  at  Petersburg  obferved,  in  allufion  to 
thefe  three  perfonages,  that  fhe  could  not  fail  of 
being  badly  conducted,  fince  fhe  took  for  her 
guides  men  fo  confummate  in  knavery,  madnefs, 


£antial  expofition  of  thefe  idle  difiin&ions,  to  fay  nothing  of 
their  feveral  notions  about  the  proceffion  of  the  holy  ghoft,  and 
of  the  quality  of  the  bread  in  the  facrament,  it  will  be  fufficient 
to  obferve,  that  the  Greeks  deny  the  fupremacy  of  the  raman 
pontiff  in  church  matters,  and  condemn  the  worfhfp  of  carved 
images.  Accordingly  they  have  no  images  in  their  churches, 
but  multitudes  of  pictures,  reprefenting  thoufands  of  faints,  to 
which  they  pay  almoft  the  fame  divine  honours  as  to  the  deity 
himfelf. 

*   M.  de  PHopital,  ambaifador  from  France. 

and 
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and  folly.  Poniatofsky  was  never  from  her;  fhe 
devoted  to  hirn  the  whole  of  her  time  ;  and  fhe 
made  fo  little  fecret  of  this  intimacy,  that  public 
report  was  very  loud  to  her  prejudice.  The  grand 
duchefs  was  after  fome  months  delivered  of  the 
princefs  Anne  *,  who  lived  only  fifteen  months. 

1758.-  The  grand  duke  was  the  only  man  at 
court  that  knew  nothing  of  what  was  palling.  Nor 
ought  this  to  excite  our  furprife.  Peter,  though, 
as  we  have  feen,  apparently  marked  out  for  par- 
ticular exploits,  by  having  at  once  two  feparate 
offers  of  a  crown,  yet  the  people  among  whom  he 
was  thrown  did  not  co-operate  with  the  finger  of 
fortune,  but  feemed  rather  anxious  to  fruftrate 
her  views.  His  education  had  been  entirely  neg- 
lected in  Holftein  ;  his  naturally  good  underfland- 
ing  was  not  enriched  with  fcience ;  his  vehement 
temper  was  undirected  to  ufeful  exertion,  unfoftened 
by  culture  to  the  tender  affections,  and  by  any 
attachment  to  the  arts  that  embellifh  life.  In  Ruffia 
his  fituation  afforded  him  but  little  opportunity, 
awed  as  he  was  by  the  chancellor  Beftuchef  Riumin, 
for  improving  his  qualities  or  extending  his  know- 
ledge. He  was  young,  and  had  no  honeft  friend. 
The  image  of  his  illuftrious  grandfather  might  pre- 
fent  itfelf  to  his  imagination  :  but  he  found  no 
guide  to  aiTift  him  in  the  emulation  of  his  great 
example.  Kept  at  a  diftance  from  all  bufinefs  of 
public  concern,  he  confined  himfelf  almofl  folely 

*  In  the  month  of  February  175 8. 

to 
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to  the  company  of  his  Holfleiners,  and  to  the  exer* 
cifes  of  his  german  foldiers.  His  enemies  had  even 
robbed  him  of  the  affection  of  his  aunt,  and  {trove 
to  fow  difcord  between  him  and  his  fpoufe.  Dif- 
trufl  and  apprehenfion  mud  frequently  have  gotten 
pofleflion  of  his  foul ;  and  in  thofe  moments  he 
had  recourfe  to  artificial  exhilarations  that  were 
unworthy  of  him. 

What  wonder  then  that  he  was  blinded  to  what 
fo  nearly  concerned  him  ?  Befides,  being  always 
a  great  admirer  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  he  now  de- 
voted himfelf  entirely  to  copy,  with  a  fervile  affec- 
tation, the  air,  the  manners,  the  tone  of  that  mo- 
narch. He  dreffed  his  little  army  at  Orarrienbaum 
4n  the  pruffian  uniform,  and  wore  it  himfelf;  he 
fatigued  his  foldiers  in  ufelefs  manoeuvres  and  pain- 
ful exercifes  :  from  thefe  he  fat  down  to  the  ex- 
ceffes  of  the  table,  and  in  the  delirium  of  intem- 
perance would  declare,  that  he  would  one  day  be 
the  conqueror  of  the  north,  and  the  rival  of  the 
prufiian  hero.  But  how  great  the  difference 
between  the  imitator  and  the  model ! 

.The  grand  chancellor  inceffantly  occupied  in  his 
project  of  vilifying  and  calumniating  the  prince, 
and  of  favouring  the  inclination  of  Catharine,  in 
the  hope  that  when  fire  mould  have  afcended  the 
throne  me  would  keep  him  in  his  place,  forgot  the 
intereft  of  the  empire  in  attending  to  his  own.  The 
other  minifters,  who  for  the  moft  part  were  crea- 
tures 
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tures  devoted  to  his  views,  followed  the  fleps  of 
their  matter. 

The  Razumofskys,  the  Schuvalofs,  the  Tlhoglo- 
kofs,  the  Narifhkins,  the  Vorontzofs,  and  the  whole 
herd  of  courtiers,  while  they  faw  the  depravity  of 
their  patrons,  meanly  fupprefled  their  contempt,  or 
flifled  it  with  flattery. 

The  people,  who  could  cafily  fee  the  diforders 
of  the  court,  feemed  afraid  to  lift  their  eyes  on 
Elizabeth.  They  revered  in  her  the  blood  of 
Peter  the  great,  without  taking  umbrage  at  her 
vices.  Such  force  has  dill  the  impulfion  given  by 
the  reforming  defpot  of  RufTia !  So  far  is  the  Ruf- 
fian addicted  to  obedience,  and  hardened  to  the 
yoke ! 

The  grand  chancellor  Beftuchef  having  fucceed- 
ed  in  reconciling  the  court  of  Vienna  with  that  of 
St.  Peterfburg,  the  emprefs  Elizabeth  and  Maria 
Therefa  of  Auftria  had  formed,  in  1748,  an  offen- 
five  and  defenfive  alliance  againft  the  king  of  Pruf- 
fia,  to  which  the  king  of  Poland,  Auguftus  III. 
had  acceded  as  elector  of  Saxony. 

The  French  and  the  Englifh,  juftiy  confidered 
as  the  two  principal  nations  of  Europe,  and  formed 
for  a  reciprocal  efteem  of  each  other,  feemed  only 
capable  of  entertaining  a  mutual  hatred.  The  pof- 
feflion  of  fome  uncultivated  tracts  of  land  in  Ame- 
rica, rekindled  the  flames  of  war  between  them ; 
and  the  fir  ft  fpark,  iffuing  from  the  extremities  of 
Canada,  occafioned  a  conflagration  which  foon 
fpread  over  the  two  quarters  of  the  globe.  Fre- 
deric 


112  LIFE    OF    THE 

deric  II.,  now  become  the  ally  of  England,  and 
the  inveterate  enemy  of  Maria  Therefa  and  of 
Auguftus  III.  began  his  hoftilities  by  the  invafion 
of  Saxony  *,  and  by  the  capture  of  the  whole  faxon 
army,  intrenched  in  the  camp  of  Pirna,  and  com- 
pofed  of  feventeen  thoufand  men  :  while  another 
pruffian  army,  having  entered  Bohemia,  defeated 
the  Auftrians  in  two  or  three  encounters. 

The  emprefs  Elizabeth  ordered  fieldmarfhai 
Apraxin  to  march  with  forty  thoufand  Ruffians  to 
avenge  the  elector  of  Saxony,  and  to  allifl  Maria 
Therefa  in  driving  the  Pruflians  out  of  Bohemia, 
and  to  reconquer  Silefia,  which  Frederic,  fixteen 
years  before,  had  ravimed  from  her.  Apraxin  flrfl 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  Memel,  and  then  advanced 
to  the  vicinity  of  Grofs-Ya^gerfdorf,  where  the  Pruf- 
fians,  commanded  by  marfhal  Lehvald,  came  and 
attacked  him.  The  victory  was  for  a  long  time 
obftinately  difputed,  but  at  length  remained  with 
the  Ruffians,  who,  after  having  killed  more  than 
two  thoufand  of  the  Pruffians5  forced  them  to 
abandon  the  field  of  battle,  leaving  twenty-nine 
pieces  of  cannon  f . 

*  Frederic  II.  in  his  hiftory  of  the  feven  years  war,  fays, 
that  he  only  got  the  ftart  of  his  enemies,  and  that  he  was  ap- 
prised of  th<°ir  intentions ;  as  a  clerk  of  the  chancery  of  Drefden, 
gained  ever  by  the  pruffian  minifter,  conveyed  to  him  every 
week  a  c<  py  of  the  difpatches  which  the  court  of  Saxony  re- 
ceived from  Peterihurg  and  from  Vienna. 

•f  Frederic  II.  eftimates  the  iofs  of  the  Pruflians  at  only  four- 
teen hundred  men,  and  thirteen  pieces  of  cannon. 

if 
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If  Apraxin  had  profited  by  this  -  firfl  advantage, 
and  the  terror  he  had  thereby  raifed,  it  would  have 
been  eafy  for  him  to  have  marched  to  Berlin.  But, 
to  the  extreme  aftonifhment  of  the  Ruffians,  and  to 
the  offence  of  their  allies,  he  faced  about  towards 
Courland,  and  made  all  poffible  hafte  to  get  into 
winter  quarters.  The  grand  duke,  lamenting  to 
fee  thefe  fuccours  difpatched  againft  \  monarch 
whom  he  admired  to  idolatry,  applied  to  Beftuchef 
to  induce  him  to  recall  the  troops.  The  count 
entertained  no  violent  affection  for  Frederic ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  was  a  warm  partifan  of  the  court 
of  Vienna.  Above  all,  he  had  no  defire  to  do 
anything  that  would  pleafe  the  grand  duke.  But 
Elizabeth  was  juft  fallen  fick,  the  grand  duke 
might  prefently  be  called  to  the  throne ;  and  Be- 
ftuchef, wifhing  at  any  price  to  preferve  his  audio* 
rity,  facrificed  his  hatred,  his  affections,  and  the 
honour  of  the  empire,  to  his  unbridled  ambition. 
He  fent  orders  to  general  Apraxin  to  abandon  his 
conquefts,  and  to  haften  his  return :  but  for  this 
once  he  was  the  dupe  of  his  own  cunning. 

This  retreat,  fo  unaccountable  to  Elizabeth, 
gave  her  ground  to  fufpecl  that  me  had  been  be- 
trayed by  her  miniftcrs  or  her  generals.  Marfhal 
Apraxin  was  removed  from  the  command,  and 
put  under  arreft.  He  juitified  bis  conduct  by 
producing  the  orders  from  count  Beftuchef. 
Beftuchef  was  removed  from  his  office,  and  zlfo 
put    under    arreft.      Count   Vorontzof  fucceeded 

vol.  I.  I  Beflughef 
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Beftuchef  in  his  employment,  and  the  generals 
Brown  #  and  Fermer  took  the  command  of  the 
army  in  the  place  of  Apraxin. 

The  affair  was  thus  :  —  Though  Beftuchef  had 
a  great  number  of  partifans,  and  a  flill  greater 
number  of  creatures,  he  had  alio  many  enemies ; 
and  thefe  enemies  had  a  glimpfe  of  a  means  for 
effecting  his  ruin,  which  they  eagerly  feized  f.  They 

*  General  Brown  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  was  born  in  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent  century.  Being  a  roman  catholic,  he 
was  compelled  to  feek  his  fortune  in  foreign  countries  by  the 
exertion  of  thofe  talents  which  he  would  willingly  have  dedicated 
to  the  fervice  of  his  own.  He  firft  entered  the  auftrian,  and 
afterwards  the  ruffian  fervice.  While  acting  under  count  Munich 
againft  the  Turks,  in  the  campaigns  of  1737  and  1738,  he 
diilinguifhed  himfelf  at  the  fiege  of  Otchakof :  being  fent  with  a 
corps  of  troops  into  Hungary,  he  was  taken  prifoner  by  the  Turks, 
fold  as  a  Have,  and  transferred  to  four  different  mailers.  At  one 
time  he  was  bound  back  to  back  with  another  prifoner  foreight- 
and-forty  hours,  and  expofed  almoft  naked  at  the  various  places 
where  flaves  are  brought  for  fale.  He  had  then  borne  the  rank 
of  colonel  in  the  ruffian  fervice,  but  gave  out  that  he  was  only  a 
captain,  in  order  to  lelfen  the  price  of  his  ranfom.  Having  been 
accidentally  met  by  a  gentleman  to  whom  he  was  perfonally 
known,  he  fent  an  account  of  his  fituation  to  the  french 
ambaffador,  who  found  means  to  purchafe  him  for  three 
hundred  ducats.  But  his  turkifh  mafter  discovering  that  he  was 
of  higher  rank  than  he  had  pretended,  re-claimed  his  prifoner, 
and  threatened  to  ufe  force  in  order  to  recover  him.  The  french 
ambafTador,  however,  applied  to  the  grand  vizir,  who  decided  in 
his  favour.  Count  Brown  recovered  his  liberty,  and  returned  to 
Ruflia,  where  he  was  gradually  promoted,  and  died  governor  of 
Riga  in  1789,  at  the  age  of  88.  —  See  Coxe's  Travels,  8vo.  vol,  ii. 

p.  417>4l8- 

f  M.  de  l'Hopital  was.one  of  thofe  who  managed  this  intrigue. 

perceived 
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perceived  that  it  would  be  no  difficult  matter  for 
them  to  caufe  hatred  and  quarrels  to  fucceed  to  the 
coldnefs  which  for  a  long  time  had  been  vifible 
between  Peter  and  his  fpoufe,  and  that  they  might 
then  bring  Beftuchef  to  punifhment,  as  the  primary 
caufe,  not  only  of  thefe  difagreeinents,  but  even  for 
the  eftrangement  which  the  emprefs  evinced  to  her 
nephew. 

This  plan  once  concerted,  the  firft  Hep  was  to 
call  the  prince's  attention  to  the  frequent  con- 
verfations  of  Poniatofsky  with  the  grand  duchefs. 
Their  geftures  were  watched ;  every  little  word  that 
efcaped  them,  which  might  ferve  as  a  pretext  for 
fome  allufion,  was  carefully  laid  hold  of.  One 
evening  in  particular,  when  the  grand  duchefs  was 
at  table  with  a  numerous  company,  and  feated 
facing  Poniatofsky,  the  difcourfe  fell  upon  the 
dexterity  with  which  fome  women  managed  a  horfe, 
and  the  dangers  to  which  they  expofed  themfeives 
in  that  exercife.  Catharine,  who  had  her  eyes 
fixed  on  her  lover,  anfwered  in  her  lively  manner  : 
tc  There  are  few  women  fo  bold  as  I  am.  I  am  of 
ic  an  unbounded  courage."  Thefe  words  were 
immediate  reported  to  the  grand  duke,  accompanied 
with  fuggeftions  that  might  occafion  fome  finifter 
application  to  arife  in  his  mind. 

The  jealoufy  of  Peter  being  thus  alarmed,  they 
loft  no  time  to  Softer  thefe  furmifes  of  the  hufband 
into  proofs  of  the  infidelity  of  the  wife,  in  her  love 
for  the  Polander,  and  the  criminal  correfpondence 

1 2  they 
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they  mutually  entertained.  The  prince  was  over- 
whelmed with  grief  and  confirmation.  He  be- 
wailed his  misfortune,  and  condemned  his  im- 
prudence. He  no  longer  obferved  the  confideration 
and  refpeft  he  had  hitherto  fhewn  the  grand  duchefs, 
and  forbad  her  to  be  feen  with  Poniatofsky.  He 
then  haftened  to  the  emprefs,  and  befought  her  to 
avenge  the  affront  he  had  received ;  telling  her  at 
the  fame  time,  that  the  chancellor  had  not  only 
favoured  the  mifconduct  of  the  grand  duchefs,  but 
had  repeatedly  betrayed  the  confidence  of  his  im- 
perial aunt.  He  concluded  this  addrefs,  by  fhewing 
her  the  order  fent  by  that  minifter  to  marfhal 
Apraxin,  to  make  him  retreat  fromSilefia. 

Elizabeth,  moved  at  the  forrows  of  her  nephew, 
and  incenfed  at  the  treachery  of  Befluchef,  gave 
orders  to  arrefl  him  on  the  fpot.  The  chancellor 
was  at  once  deprived  of  his  place,  tried,  pronounced 
guilty  of  high  treafon,  and  fentenced  to  death. 
But  the  emprefs  contented  herfelf  with  banifhing 
him  to  Goretovo  an  eftate  one  hundred  and  twenty 
verfts  beyond  Mofco.  Thus  paffed  all  at  once, 
from  the  pinnacle  of  power  into  bondage,  that  man 
who  could  make  Ruffia  tremble  at  his  word,  and 
controlled  the  fortunes  of  a  great  part  of  Europe ! 
The  confequence  was,  as  faid  above,  that  count 
Mikhaila  Vorontzbf  fucceeded  Befluchef  in  the 
office  of  grand  chancellor. 

Catharine,  who  thought  fhe  had  everything  to 
apprehend  from  the  refentment  of  her  hufband,  now 

faw 
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faw  herfelf  abandoned  on  all  fides.  The  courtiers 
who  had  been  the  moft  afliduous  in  their  flatteries, 
were  now  the  fir  ft  to  forfake  her.  Great  minds 
rebound  from  error  with  a  force  proportionate  to 
that  which  impelled  them  to  it :  the  grand  duchefs 
was  fenfible  to  the  extent  of  her  imprudence  ;  but 
her  courage  never  forfook  her.  Refolved  to  employ 
that  eloquence  which  had  formerly  fucceeded  fo 
well  with  the  emprefs,  fhe  demanded  an  audience  ; 
which  Elizabeth  refilled.  She  then  thought  it 
advifable  to  apply  to  the  ambalTador  of  France  *, 
becaufe,  as  well  from  his  fituation  as  his  perfonai 
talents,  that  minifter  had  considerable  influence  at 
court.  She  entreated  him  to  ufe  his  intercfl  on  her 
behalf,  and  to  reprefent  to  the,  emprefs  how  ex- 
tremely fhe  was  diftreffed  at  the  lofs  of  her  favour  ; 
and  that,  if  it  were  poflible  fhe  could  difpleafe  her, 
the  fincerity  of  her  contrition,  with  fuch  a  heart  as 
Elizabeth's,  could  not  plead  in  vain  for  pardon. 

The  ambaffador  was  not  deficient  in  marks  of 
refpedl:  for  the  princefs ;  he  gave  her  fuch  con- 
folations  and  advice  as  his  prudence  fuggefted  ;  but 
he  thought  it  not  confiftent  with  propriety  to  attempt 
to  effect  a  reconciliation  which  appeared  to  him 
impoffible. 

Catharine  therefore  remained  for  fome  time 
in  this  diftreiTing  fituation.  She  had  at  once  to 
fupport  the  averfion  of  the  grand  duke,  the  indig- 

*  M.  de  i'Hopital, 

1 3  nation 


Il8  LIFE   OF   THE 

nation  of  the  emprefs,  the  infulting  difdain  of  a 
court  wliich,  a  few  days  before,  was  lavifh  of  its 
afliduities  and  fmiles ;  and,  what  afflicted  her  much 
more,  the  dread  of  lofing  for  ever  her  favourite 
Poniatofsky.  , 

The  young  Pole  was  not  lefs  a  prey  to  dif- 
quietude  than  herfelf.  He  had  juft  received  from 
Warfaw  letters  of  recall ;  and  yet  he  could  not 
refolve  upon  quitting  Ruma.  Feigning  an  indif- 
pofition,  he  confined  himfelf  all  day  to  his  hotel, 
and  in  the  obfcurity  of  the  winter  evenings  repaired 
to  Catharine's  apartments.  But  the  ever-waking 
eyes  of  fufpicion  and  malice  were  continually 
upon  them.  Their  places  of  aflignation  were  dif- 
covered  ;  and  the  emprefs,  whofe  ears  were  open 
to  every  tale,  was  foon  made  acquainted  with  thefe 
tranfaclions  #. 

The  return  of  fummer  threw  frefh  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  thefe  interviews.  The  grand  duchefs 
was  obliged  to  accompany  her  hufband  to  Ora- 
nienbaum  ;  and  Poniatofsky  was  reduced  to  the 
neceflity  of  having  recourfe  to  all  manner  of  dif- 
guifes  for  gaining  admiffion  to  this  palace.  One 
day,  having  put  on  a  convenient  habit,  and  faun- 
tering  in  one  of  the  walks  of  the  grounds  where 
Catharine  had   appointed  to  meet  him,   he  was 

*  Thefe  noclurnal  rendezvous  were  very  frequent.  Catharine 
in  difgnife  got  out  of  the  palace  by  a  window,  and  Dalolio,  an 
Italian  comedian,  conducted  her  to  the  houfe  of  M.  Yelaguin, 
where  Poniatofsky  was  waiting  for  her. 

recognized 
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recognized  by  one  of  the  domeftics,  who  prefently 
ran  to  acquaint  the  grand  duke.  The  prince, 
willing  to  humiliate  Poniatofsky,  ordered  one  of  the 
mod  athletic  of  his  ruffian  officers  to  be  fetched ; 
and  after  having  given  him  the  chara&eriftic  de- 
fcription  of  the  Pole,  commanded  him  to  go  up  to 
him  unawares  in  the  grounds,  and  bring  him 
either  voluntarily  or  by  force  to  the  corps-de- 
garde. 

The  officer  was  not  long  in  coming  up  with  the 
man  who  anfwered  the  defcription  he  had  received  ; 
when  he  roughly  interrogated  him,  Who  he  was?  and 
what  he  would  have  ?  Poniatofsky,  thus  taken  by 
furprife,  fcarcely  knowing  what  anfwer  to  make, 
Hammered  out  the  firft  thing  that  occurred  :  that  he 
was  a  german  taylor,  and  that  he  was  come  to 
Oranienbaum  to  take  meafure  of  a  holftein  officer 
for  a  fuit  of  clothes.  u  I  have  orders  to  bring  you 
"  to  the  grand  duke,"  replied  the  Ruffian.  —  "I 
u  mufl  decline  the  honour,  though  my  fortune 
u  may  depend  upon  it :  I  have  not  a  moment  of 
"  time,"  returned  the  Pole.  — "  Oh,  as  to  the 
u  matter  of  time,  whether  you  have  time  or  not, 
"  you  mull  follow  me,"  anfwered  the  officer. 
Having  faid  this,  on  perceiving  fome  figns  of  re- 
luctance on  the  part  of  the  other,  he  made  a  flip- 
knot  in  his  handkerchief,  which  he  threw  over  his 
neck,  and  thus  led  him  captive  to  the  feet  of  the 
prince. 

1 4  The 
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The  grand  duke   on  being  certified  of  the  ar- 
reflation  of  Poniatofsky,  afiembled  a   council  of 
war,  intimating  that  the  Pole  mould  be  condemned 
to  be  hanged  for  having  entered  by  Health  within 
the  lines  of  his  fortifications.     General  Tottleben, 
whom  the  emprefs  had  placed  about  him  to  watch 
his  conduct,  pretended  to   applaud  the  refolution : 
but  obferved  that  as  Poniatofsky  was  inverted  with 
the  character  of  foreign  minifter,  the  fentence  could 
not  be  executed  till  the   confent   or  the  emprefs 
fhould  be  obtained.     A  courier  was  therefore  im- 
mediately difpatched  to  Peterfburg.     Kratfchinfky, 
who    was    attached  to   Poniatofsky  by  the  ties  of 
friend/hip,  and  by  his  quality  of  a  gentleman  of  the  , 
embaffy,  and  lover  of  the  countefs  Romantzof  *, 
employed  the  influence  of  this  latter  with  Elizabeth, 
whofe  confidence  fhe  enjoyed,  to  have  the  polifh 
minifter  fet   at  liberty.     In  the  meantime  fome  of 
the  grand  duke's  courtiers,  at  the  infligation   of 
Catharine,  had  been  tempting  the  covetoufnefs  of 
the  prince's  miflrefs ;   and  by  virtue  of  a  fum  of 
money  the  girl  had  engaged  her  lover  to  releafe 
Poniatofsky. 

Poniatofsky  was  now  brought  like  a  malefactor 
before  the  grand  duke,  as  if  he  had  been  ftill 
ignorant  who  his  prifoner  was.     He  even  afTumed 


*  She  was  mother  of  field-marfnal  Romantzof,  who  has  fince 
rid  en 
Turks, 


rendered  himfelf  famous  in  the  war  of  the   Ruffians  againft  the 


an 
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an  angry  air,  and  in  a  feigned  paffion  foundly  rated 
the  officer  for  making  fuch  a  miftake ;  but  after- 
wards amufed  himfelf  with  the  adventure  at  the 
expence  of  the  count,  and  affected  chiefly  to  relate 
it  in  the  prefence  of  Catharine. 

It  was  a  little  before  this,  whether  in  compliance 
with  an  involuntary  paffion,  for  paffions  are  in- 
voluntary in  fuch  characters  as  Petef,  or  whether  he 
thought  to  avenge  himfelf  for  the  infidelities  of  his 
wife,  the  grand  duke  formed  an  attachment  with 
one  of  the  three  daughters  of  the  fenator  Vorontzof, 
brother  of  the  new  chancellor.  The  elded  of  thefe 
lifters,  madame  Butturlin,  was  juftly  reckoned  one 
of  the  handfomeft  ladies  of  Ruffia.  The  youngeft, 
who  has  fince  played  fo  active*  and  refolute  a  part, 
under  the  name  of  the  princefs  Dafhkof,  was  not 
very  handfome,  but  fpirited  and  endowed  with 
fuperior  talents  ;  as  for  the  third,  however, 
Elizabeth  Romanovna  Vorontzof,  of  whom  Peter 
was  fo  paffionately  enamoured,  fhe  w7as  neither 
witty  in  converfation,  graceful  in  behaviour,  nor 
beautiful  in  perfon  *.  Her  good-humour,  fo  con- 
genial to  his  own,  feduced  him,  her  caprices  amufed 
him,  and  the  habit  of  living  with  her  foon  gained 
her  an  imperious  afcendant  over  him.     The  fenator 

*  However,  fhe  is  generally  faid  to  have  been  very  hand- 
fome at  that  time  ;  latterly,  t  is  true,  me  grew  corpulent. 
As  madame  Polianlki,  fhe  was  an  excellent  wife  to  the  admiral 
of  that  name,  a  good  mother,  and  a  charitable  and  worthy- 
woman. 

Vorontzof, 
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Vorontzof,  an  infipid  and  ambitious  courtier,  with 
abject  complaifance,  connived  at  the  commerce  of 
the  prince  with  his  daughter. 

Marfhal  Apraxin,  as  we  have  feen,  was  deprived 
of  his  command,  fent  prifoner  to  Narva,  and 
judged  by  a  council  of  war,  who  agreed  not  to  find 
him  guilty. 

General  Fermer,  who  fucceeded  Apraxin,  took 
poflemon  of  Kcenigfberg,  raifed  heavy  contributions, 
went  and  laid  fiege  to  Kuftrin,  defeated  a  pruffian 
army #  that  was  on  its  march  to  the  relief  of  that 
place,  and  entered  that  city  as  conqueror.  After 
fo  glorious  a  campaign,  Fermer;  knowing  the  at- 
tachment of  the  grand  duke  for  the  Pruffians,  and 
dreading  left  that  prince  mould  hereafter  punifh 
him  for  his  victories,  under  pretext  of  the  ill  ftate 
of  his  health,  requefted  permiffion  to  retire. 

1759.  Soltikof  fucceeded  Fermer,  and  gained 
fuccefies  not  lefs  brilliant.  He  vanquifhed  the 
Pruffians  in  two  fucceffive  engagements,  near 
Croflen  and  near  Frankfort  on  the  Oder,  and  ren- 
dered himfeif  mafter  of  both  thofe  towns.  At 
Frankfort  the  Ruffians  were  joined  by  the  auflrian 
army,  commanded  by  the  generals  Haddick  and 
Laudohn.  Frederic,  who  had  in  vain  exerted  all 
his  talents  and  activity  to  oppofe  this  junction, 
attacked  the  Ruffians  at  Kunerfdorf  f ;  but  his* 
ability,  his  efforts,  and  the  valour  of  his  troops  were 

*  On  the  25th  and  26th  of  Auguft. 
t  The  1 2th  of  Auguft. 

again 
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again  ineffectual :  the  victory  was  againft  him . 
The  battle  of  Kunerfdorf  was  one  of  the  mof.t 
bloody  that  had  been  fought  during  the  war,  as  it 
coft  the  lives  of  thirty-two  thoufand  men.  The 
Ruffians  made  feven  thoufand  prifoners,  feizeid 
twenty-fix  colours,  and  took  a  hundred  and  fix  ty 
pieces  of  cannon,  with  a  great  part  of  the  amm  u- 
nition  aftd  baggage  of  the  pruflian  army.  It  feem^  id 
as  if  all  the  ruffian  generals  had  an  invincible 
fuperiority  over  Frederic.  Neverthelefs  that  mo- 
narch had  the  advantage,  not  only  of  knowing  b  oth 
their  orders  and  their  plans  of  campaign,  which  the 
grand  duke  communicated  to  him  by  means  of  the 
fecretary  of  ftate  Vofkof,  but  even  of  being  f  ome- 
times  favoured  by  them. 

General  Soltikof  reftrained,  undoubtedly  by  the 
fame  motives  as  his  two  predecefTors,  appeared  to 
difdain  all  new  fuccefles,  and  remained  in  perfect 
inaction  to  the  end  of  the  campaign  *. 

1760.  The  year  following,  the  ruffian  general 
Tottleben,  feconded  by  the  auftrian  general  Lafcy, 
got  pofTeflion  of  Berlin,  made  the  garrifon  prifoners 
of  war,  put  the  inhabitants  to  ranfom,  and  looked 

*  He  anfwered  marfhal  Daun,  on  his  preffing  him  to  acl  with 
vigour :  "  I  have  done  enough  this  year,  fir.  I  hav.£  gained 
M  two  battles  which  coft  RufTia  twenty-feven  thoufand  men.  I 
**  wait  till  you,  as  an  encouragement  for  me  to  proceed,  have 
11  gained  a  couple  vi&ories  in  your  turn.  It  is  not  equitable 
«'  that  the  troops  of  my  fovereign  mould  ad  entirely  alone. " 
Hi/lory  of  the  Seven  Tears  War. 

on 
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on  while  his  foldiers  carried  off  the  pictures  and 
mutilated  a  part  of  the  fine  flatues  of  the  gallery  of 
Charlottenburg. 

1 76 1.  The  courtiers  jealous  of  Soltikof's  re- 
nown, the  grand  duke  and  the  englifh  ambafTador 
Keith  mortified  at  feeing  the  talents  he  oppofed  to 
Frederic,  the  minifters  of  Auftria  and  of  France 
more  diffatisfied  (till  at  his  not  doing  all  that  he  was 
capable  of  doing ;  all  parties,  in  fhort,  vied  with 
each  other  in  caballing  againft  the  general,  and 
caufed  him  to  be  replaced  by  marfhal  Butturlin. 

In  the  mean  time  the  health  of  Elizabeth  began 
vifibly  to  decline  ;  and  the  neceflity  of  indulging 
repofe,  in  addition  to  her  natural  indolence,  ren- 
dered her  more  negligent  than  ever  of  the  affairs 
of  government.  It  was  with  difficulty  the  new 
grand  chancellor  Vorontzof  could  prevail  on  her 
to  fet  her  fignature  to  the  official  difpatches ;  fhe 
could  only  fummon  up  the  fcattered  remains  of  her 
fpirits  for  hercuftomarydifiipations.  Feftivities,  balls, 
mafquerades,  and  brilliant  fhows  frill  yielded  a  faint 
amufement ;  and  dreading  to  lie  down  Kupon  a 
reftlefs  pillow,  fhe  went  to  the  opera  or  the  play  at 
eleven,  paffed  the  reft  of  the  night  at  table,  and 
went  to  bed  at  five  in  the  morning.  Bufmeffes  of 
the  graved  import  appeared  now  as  trifles  to  her. 
Acquainted  with  the  paflion  of  her  nephew  for  the 
young  countefs  Vorontzof,  to  whom  fhe  fcornfully 
gave  the  nick-name  of  la  Pompadour,  fhe  liftened 
with  avidity  to  the  idle  tales  that  were  brought  her 

cf 
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of  the  particulars  of  their  amorous  revels;  feeming 
to  feek  in  fuch  anecdotes  fome  palliation  for  her 
own  infirmities.  But  fhe  neverthelefs  continued  to 
meet  the  looks  of  the  prince  with  a  face  of  indif- 
ferencer  and  often  of  coldnefs. 

Catharine,  who  waited  with  impatience  for  a 
favourable  opportunity  of  reconciliation  with  the 
emprefs,  now  that  a  fufficient  interval  of  nlence 
had  elapfed,  thought  it  her  duty  to  renew  her 
efforts.  She  threw  herfelf  at  her  feet,  and  implored 
her  forgivenefs  ;  but  the  irritated  monarch  would 
liften  to  no  accommodation,  except  on  the  moil 
mortifying  conditions-  It  was  afterwards  pro- 
pofed  to  her,  by  menage,  to  confefs  her  guilt,  and 
to  fubmit  to  the  clemency  of  her  hufbaitid  and  the 
emprefs. 

From  this  moment  Catharine  fummo  ned  up  all 
her  pride.  She  purpofely  avoided  appearing  at 
court,  kept  clofe  to  her  apartments,  and  afked  leave 
of  the  emprefs  to  retire  into  Germai  iv ;  a  per- 
mifnon  which  fhe  was  very  hire  of  being  refufed ; 
becaufe,  knowing  the  extreme  fondnefs  of  Elizabeth 
for  the  young  Paul  Petrovitch,  fhe  had  no  reafon 
to  apprehend  that  that  princefs  would'  confent  to 
fee  the  departure  of  the  mother  of  a  child  which 
would  thereby  be  expofed  to  the  hazard  of  being 
hereafter  declared  illegitimate.  The  ftratagem. 
fucceeded  :  an  accommodation  fhortly  after  enfued. 
At  the  very  moment  when  fhe  was  thought  on  the 
brink  of  irremediable  difgrace,  to  the  great  afto- 

nifhment 
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nifhment  of  the  court,  me  made  her  appearance  at 
the  theatre,  by  the  fide  of  the  emprefs,  who  care- 
i fully  drew  upon  her  the  notice  of  the  fpe&ators  by 
tihe  particularity  of  her  attentions. 

It  is  true  that,  in  the  private  converfation  which 
the  grand  duchefs  had  with  the  emprefs,  fhe  pro- 
mifeil  no  longer  to  permit  the  vifits  of  Poniatofsky; 
and  t  henceforward  fhe  actually  held  a  greater  re- 
ferve  in  hnr  conduct.  Poniatofsky  almofl  imme- 
diately d'era  tanded  his  audience  of  leave.  But  as  his 
attachment  to  Catharine  was  founded  more  on  am- 
bition than  love,  and  determined  to  neglect  nothing 
that  might  add  frefh  fuel  to  a  paflion  which  after- 
wards elev  ated  him  to  the  throne  of  Poland,  he 
found  new  pretences  for  ftili  prolonging  his  flay  in 
Peter fburg  . 

The  ca  bai  formed  by  the  grand  chancellor 
Beftuchef  1  lad  not  been  annihilated  by  the  difgrace 
of  that  mini'  ifler;  and  the  enemies  of  the  grand  duke 
continued  on  all  occafions  to  blacken  him  in  the 
eyes  of  his  aunt.  They  gladly  took  advantage  of  the 
ficknefs  an  d  infirmity  of  that  princefs,  to  make  her 
believe  thai  I  Peter  openly  rejoiced  in  her  approaching 
diflblution.  ,  and  manifefled  his  impatience  to  enter 
into  his  he  ritage.  The  mind  of  the  emprefs,  al- 
ready too  I  mcenfed  againft  her  nephew,  was  cruelly 
wounded  1  >y  thefe  reports.  In  the  firfl  emotions  of 
refentmen  t,  fhe  fuffered  ibme  menaces  to  efcape  her 
of  deprivi  ng  him  of  the  fucceffion.  At  firfl  it  was 
thought T  oy  fome  that  fhe  intended  to  reflore  the 
5  inheritance 
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inheritance  to  prince  Ivan,  dethroned  by  her  twenty 
years  before,  and  whom  fhe  flill  kept  languifhing  in 
a  dungeon.     Others  fuppofed,  with  greater  reafon, 
that  fhe  had  formed  the  defign  of  caufing  the  infant 
Paul  Petrovitch  to  fupplant  his  father.     Not  many 
days  after*,  while  the  grand   duke  was  at  Ora- 
nienbaum,  fhe  unexpectedly  gave  orders  to  have  a 
play  got  ready ;  and,    contrary  to  ufual  cuftom, 
fhe  had  neither  the  foreign  miniflers  nor  the  perfons 
of  her  court  invited.     The  grand  duchefs,  her  fon, 
and  the  mod  intimate  favourites  were   her   only 
attendants.     No  fooner  was  me  feated  in  the  im- 
perial box,  when  me  began  to  complain  of  the  thin- 
nefs  of  the  houfe,  and  concluded  by  faying  that  the 
foldiers  of  her  guard  mud  be  admitted.     In  an 
inftant  the  theatre  was  full.     Then,  taking  in  her 
arms  the  little  Paul  Petrovitch,  fhe  prefented  him  to 
the  view  of  thofe  veteran  warriors  to  whom  fhe 
was   indebted   for  the  throne;   and,   praifing  his 
winning  fmiles,  his  finking  phyfiognomy,  his  en- 
dearing  qualities  of  heart  and  mind,  fhe  feemed  to 
afk  of  them  the  fame  attachment  for  him  which 
they  had  fhewn  to  her.     The  foldiers  replied  by 
reiterated   fhouts  of  applaufe.     If  Elizabeth   had 
proceeded   to   explain  herfelf  farther,    Peter  had 
been  excluded  from  the  throne  for  ever ;  but,  not- 
withflanding  the  enthufiaftic  vociferations  of  her 
guards,  the  emprefs  flopped  fhort  in  her  encomiums, 

*  In  the  month  of  December  1761. 

fat 


128  LIFE    OF   THE 

fat  down  in  her  feat,  and  the  piece  went  on.  It  is 
probable  that  fhe  thought  it  neceflary  firft  to  found 
their  difpofitions,  in  order  to  execute  her  project 
with  greater  folemnity  and  precaution ;  it  may  be 
likewife,  that  fhe  meant  only  to  intimidate  the 
grand  duke  by  fhewing  him  how  dependent  he  was 
on  her  will. 

The  news  of  this  fcene  was  prefently  fpread 
abroad,  and  gave  rife  to  many  reflections.  On  this 
occafion  the  public  recollected  an  old  opinion,  un- 
doubtedly falfe,  but  which,  circulated  in  whifpers, 
had  gained  fome  credit,  at  the  time  of  the  birth  of 
Paul  Petrovitch.  It  was  pretended,  that  the 
emprefs  Elizabeth  had  gained  over  by  bribes  the 
nurfe  of  the  grand  duchefs's  child,  and  caufed  a 
fon  fhe  had  had  by  Razumofsky  to  be  fubftituted  in 
its  place. 

Yet,  whatever  were  the  defigns  of  the  emprefs 
Elizabeth,  the  execution  of  them  was  prevented  by 
the  hand  of  death.  A  few  days  after  the  tranfaction 
in  favour  of  the  infant  prince,  fhe  perceived  her 
health  to  be  fenfibly  declining  from  day  to  day. 
Tormented  with  violent  pains  in  her  bowels,  which 
no  medicines  were  found  to  aifuage,  for  procuring 
fome  refpite  to  fuffering  nature,  fhe  had  more  fre* 
quent  recourfe  to  her  cuftomary  means  of  flifling 
fenfibility  in  the  flupefa&ions  brought  on  by  the 
ufe  of  (Irong  waters.  In  vain  did  her  phyficians 
reprefent  to  her  that  fhe  herfelf  was  contributing  to 
fruflrate  their  efforts,  and  accelerating  the  period 

of 
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of  her  days.  In  vain  did  her  attendants,  by  facri- 
ficing  obedience  to  affection,  fecretly  remove  or 
deflroy  the  intoxicating  beverage  :  fhe  would  con- 
ftantly  have  a  cafe  of  it  in  her  chamber,  of  which  the 
key  was  always  kept  within  reach.  It  was  now 
clearly  feen  that  her  end  was  rapidly  approaching. 
The  interefted  and  ambitious,  who  had  feverally 
been  contending  for  honours  or  wealth,  now 
formed  into  bands  in  order  to  ftrengthen  their 
forces,  and  prefently  divided  into  two  very  oppofite 
parties. 

The  former  was  made  up  of  the  remains  of  the 
friends  of  Beftuchef,  whofe  cabals  all  tended  in 
favour  of  Catharine,  and  of  which,  after  the  exile  of 
the  old  chancellor,  count  Ivan  Ivanovitch  Schuvalof 
had  been  confidered  as  chief.  Schuvalof,  whofe 
rapacity  made  the  ruffian  merchants  tremble,  and 
whofe  infolent  peculations  incenfed  the  grand 
duke  ;  Schuvalof,  convinced  that  his  power  and  his 
profperity  ran  great  hazard  of  becoming  extinct 
with  the  life  of  Elizabeth,  and  feeing  no  other 
means  of  efcaping  the  vengeance  of  the  prince  than 
by  cutting  him  oft  from  ail  hopes  of  the  crown; 
fleadily  adhering  to  the  plan  that  had  been,  twenty 
years  before,  chalked  out  by  Beftuchef,  and  reiling 
on  the  well  known  intentions  of  the  emprefs,  con- 
sented fo  far  that  Peter  mould  be  elected  fovereign 
of  Ruflia,  but  was  for  giving  the  regency  to  the 
grand  duchefs,  under  the  authority  of  a  council,  in 
which  he  modeflly  offered  himfelf  to  prefide. 

vol.  1.  k  Though 
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Though  fccretly  irritated  at  feeing  Ivan  Schuvalof 
appropriating  to  himfelf  fo  great  a  fhare  in  this 
partition,  yet  the  grand  duchefs  feconded  with  all 
her  efforts  the  plan  of  the  favourite.  To  this  fhe 
was  animated  by  the  twofold  motive  of  ambition 
and  fear.  But  the  more  fhe  was  defirous  of  ob- 
taining the  fovereign  power,  the  more  carefully  (he 
concealed  that  defire.  Towards  thofe  who,  from 
the  nature  of  their  employment  or  ftation,  ap- 
proached her  but  feldom,  fhe  covered  her  fchemes 
with  an  apparent  indifference,  and  fhe  perpetually 
repeated  to  her  mod  intimate  confidants,  that  "  the 
<c  title  of  the  mother  of  the  emperor  me  fliould 
"  always  think  preferable  to  that  of  his  fpoufe.'* 
On  the  other  hand,  fhe  could  not  -diflemble  that, 
fmce  her  infidelities  were  known  to  the  grand  duke, 
fhe  had  everything  to  dread  from  the  refentment 
of  that  prince.  He  did  not  conceal  the  animofity 
he  bore  her,  of  which  fhe  had  evident  proofs  at 
various  times. 

The  other  party  into  which  the  court  was  fplit, 
and  which  defended  the  rights  of  Peter  to  fuccee.d 
to  the  throne,  was  headed  by  the  fenator  Vorontzof, 
brother  of  the  new  grand  chancellor.  This  Vo- 
rontzof was  more  ambitious,  and  at  the  fame  time 
more  fordid  than  any  of  his  competitors  for  power. 
He  was  not  deftitute  of  fagacity  and  courage ;  but 
the  former  he  only  employed  in  feeking  means  of 
intrigue,  and  his  courage  in  braving  contempt.  His 
daughter  was  publicly  the  miftrefs  of  the  grand 
2  duke  $ 
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duke ;  and  the  fenator,  who,  as  before  obferved, 
had  himfelf  prepared  and  formed  this  connection, 
now  neglected  nothing  for  drawing  it  clofer.  The 
accefs  which  he  had  to  the  grand  duke,  furnifhed 
him  with  frequent  opportunities  of  exafperating 
him  more  againft  his  wife,  and  of  difcourfing  on 
what  it  Would  be  advifable  to  do  on  afcending  the 
throne.  He  fucceeded  fo  well  in  gaining  his  confi- 
dence, that  the  prince  determined  on  nothing  till 
he  had  confulted  the  count,  or  previoufly  informed 
him  of  his  intention  through  his  daughter.  In  fhort, 
according  to  the  inftigations  of  Vorontzof,  and 
fome  other  courtiers  at  the  devotion  of  that  fenator, 
the  grand  duke  refolved  to  affemble  the  troops  at 
the  inftant  the  emprefs  mould  clofe  her  eyes,  to 
caufe  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed  emperor,  to  re- 
pudiate the  grand  duchefs,  to  declare  the  young 
Paul  Petrovitch  illegitimate,  and  publicly  to  marry 
his   mifirefs  Elizaveta  Romanovna  Vorontzof. 

All  things  feemed  to  concur  to  the  fuccefs  of  this 
enterprife.  The  grand  duke,  it  is  true,  was  not 
agreeable  to  the  courtiers,  but  he  was  ftill  rcfpecled 
by  the  people,  who  looked  up  to  him  as  the  offspring 
of  Peter  the  great.  Vorontzof  had,  moreover, 
far  greater  addrefs  than  Schuvalof,  and  he  laid  his 
account  that  England  would  furniih  him  with  con- 
fid  erable  fums. 

In  the  midft  of  this  train  of  things,  the  perpetual 

intrigues  and  agitations  with  which  the  two  parties 

filled  the  court  of  the  dying  monarch,   and  whofe 

k  2  animofuies 
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animofities  were  augmenting  from  day  to  day,  there 
ftarted  up  all  at  once  a  man  who  undertook  to  calm 
their  tempers,  compromife  their  differences,  and 
even  reconcile  their  opinions.  This  man  was  Ni- 
kita  Ivanovitch  count  Panin,  who  afterwards  for 
many  years  filled  the  place  of  prime  minifler  to 
Catharine,  and  was  then  juft  returned  from  Stock- 
holm,  where  he  had  long  refided  in  a  diplomatic 
capacity. 

Count  Panin  was  of  an  obfeure  family,  and  fet 
out  in  life  as  a  foldier  in  one  of  the  regiments  of 
hone  guards  *.     Under    the  patronage  of  prince 

Kurakin 

*  Count  Nikita  Ivanovitch  Panin,  minifler  of  the  department 
for  foreign  affairs,  was  born  the  15th  of  September  17  18.  His 
family  was  originally  from  the  republic  of  Lucca,  whence  they 
came  to  Ruflia  fome  time  in  the  fifteenth  century.  His  father 
ferved  under  Peter  the  great,  and  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  obtain 
the  particular  favour  of  his  fovereign.  He  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  general,  and  died  in  1736  of  the  confequences 
ef  the  wounds  he  had  received  in  feveral  battles,  leaving  behind 
him  two  fons.  The  elder  was  entrufted  with  the  moft  important 
concerns  of  the  empire,  and  educated  the  heir  of  the  crown  ; 
the  fecond  gave  many  proofs  of  courage  and  military  fkill  in  the 
pruffian  war,  governed  as  ftadtholder  the  whole  of  the  country 
conquered  from  Pruffia,  afterwards  led  his  army  again  ft  the  Turks, 
ftormed  Bender,  effectuated  the  independency  of  the  Krim  Tar- 
tars ;  laftly,  after  he  had  for  fome  years  retired  from  the  fervice 
at  his  own  requeft,  quelled  the  great  infurreclion  under  Pugat- 
fhef;  and,  by  this  important  fervice  rendered  to  his  country, 
obtained  the  appellation  of  defender  of  the  nobles,  againft  whom 
the  attacks  of  the  rebels  were  chiefly  directed.  Nikita  Ivano- 
vitch, by  his  good  conduct,  and  the  intereit  of  his  relation  prince 

Kurakin, 
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Kurakin  he  became  gentleman  of  the  bed-chamber. 
The  emprefs  foon  noticed  him  from  the  people  of 
the  palace,  and  thought 'he  might  be  employed  in 
confidential  affairs.     Accordingly  fhe  fent  him  in 
1748  to  Sweden,  with  the  title  of  minifter  plenipo- 
tentiary at  the  court  of  Stockholm.     On  his  return 
he  had  been  appointed  governor  to    prince  Paul 
Fetrovitch.     Panin  had  received  but  little  help  from 
education  ;   in  natural  talents  he  did  not  rife  above 
mediocrity  ;    but,  as  is  often  obfervable  in  minds  of 
that  (lamp,   he  found  nothing  arduous  or  difficult, 
but  thought  always  that  cunning  was  equal  to  wif- 
dom.      Obflinate   and   inflexible  in   his  opinions, 
which  being  neither  founded  on  judgment  nor  de- 
rived from  experience,  were  not  always  the  moft 
iuft,  he  feemed  to  imagine  that  what  he  knew  and 


Kurakin,  who  bad  married  his  filler,  procured  him  acctfs  to  the 
court 'on  all  occafions.  The  emprefs  Elizabeth  Petrovna,  at  her 
acceflion,  made  him  a  gentleman  of  the  bed-chamber  ;  and  the 
particular  favour  which  (he  fhewed  him  prefently  made  him  an 
object  of  jealoufy  and  envy,  two  vices  that  are  faid  to  be  no 
flrangers  in  courts.  His  enemies  engaged  in  feveral  intrigues  in 
.hopes  of  removing  him  from  the  palace  ;  but,  as  in  all  his  beha- 
viour they  could  find  no  handle  for  calumny,  they  were  reduced 
to  the  necefiity  of  employing  his  merits  to  further  their  aim. 
They  represented  to  the  emprefs  his  dexterity  in  political  matters, 
and  he  was  fent  in  1747  as  rninifter  plenipotentiary  to  the  danifli 
court,  whence  the  following  year  he  was  ordered  to  Stockholm. 
This  year  he  received  the  order  of  St.  Anne,  in  1751  that  of  St. 
Alexander  Nefsky,  and  in  1 755  was  promoted  to  be  lieutenant- 
general.     He  remained  twelve  years  in  Sweden. 

k  3  what 
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what  he  thought  was  always  the  belt.  However,  in 
the  latter  years  of  his  life,  after  he  had  done  with 
all  public  affairs,  he  has  often  confefTed  to  his  friends, 
that  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  miniftry  he  made 
it  thebafis  of  his  conduct  in  all  negotiations,  either 
foreign  or  domeftic,  to  gain  time,  and  truft  chiefly 
to  the  chapter  of  accidents :  and  he  had  feldom  been 
miftaken  in  the  event.  Indeed  the  face  of  human 
affairs  is  in  fuch  perpetual  fluctuation,  and  is  fubjeft 
to  fuch  an  endlefs  variety  of  changes,  that  the 
chances  attending  on  what  a  day  may  bring  forth 
are  frequently,  both  in  private  and  public  life,  feen 
to  favour  the  maxim  of  this  conceited  politician. 
His  refidence  in  Sweden  had  taught  him  to  believe 
that  an  ariftocratic  conflitution,  with  the  forms  of 
a  fenate,  was  the  m afterpiece  of  governments.  To 
thefe  notions  he  pertinacioufly  adhered.  The  reft 
of  his  character  was  made  up  of  indolence,  inaccu- 
racy, and  a  paflion  for  goffiping. 

In  accepting  the  poft  of  preceptor  to  the  young 
prince,  he  had  now  to  determine  his  choice  between 
the  grand  duke  and  his  conlbrt.  Panin  did  not  al- 
low himfelf  a  moment's  hefitation.  He  devoted 
himfelf  entirely  to  Catharine.  Being  admitted 
into  her  confidence,  and  informed  of  her  defign 
to  fnatch  the  fceptre  from  the  hand  of  her  hufband, 
he  eafily  perceived  the  extent  of  the  danger  to  which 
fiie  was  expofed.  He  was  feniible  that  fhe  might 
fail  in  the  attempt,  and  be  covered  with ,  ruin  ;  that 
fhe  might  fuddenly  be  hurled  from  the  throne  and 

the 
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the  bed  of  the  emperor,  and  that  her  fori  would 
partake  in  her  fall.  It  was  this  that  the  governor 
dreaded  the  moil. 

The  firft  thought  that  occurred  to  him  for  avoid- 
ing this  misfortune,  was  to  engage  the  two  oppofite 
parties  to  abate  of  their  extravagant  pretenfions ; 
and  he  could  no  otherwife  hope  to  gain  their  con- 
fent  to  this  mutual  furrender,  than  by  employing 
thofe  fears  they  reciprocally  entertained  of  each 
other.  He  accordingly  refolved  to  bring  about 
a  coalition,  thereby  to  pave  the  way  for  Peter  to  be 
feated  on  the  throne,  and  in  order  that  he  might  be 
proclaimed  emperor,  not  by  the  troops,  but  by  the 
fenate,  who  at  the  fame  time  would  limit  his  power, 
and  fecure  the  authority  to  his  wife  and  fon. 

This  project  once  conceived,  Panin  fet  himfelf 
ferioufly  about  the  means  of  its  execution.  Ambi- 
tion ail  at  once  gave  a  momentary  turn  to  his  cha- 
racter. His  indolence  gave  place  to  activity,  difcre- 
tion  fucceeded  to  his  temerity,  and  referve  to  his 
ufual  babble.  He  diftrufted  even  Catharine  herfelf, 
and  never  imparted  to  her  a  (hare  in  his  fecret.  He 
went  farther ;  he  affected  no  longer  to  frequent, 
and  feigned  to  have  abandoned  his  party.  But,  no 
fooner   did  he  think  himfelf  fafe  from  all  fufpicion 

of  his  intentions,  than  he  reforted  in  fecret  to  the 

houfe  of  Ivan  Schuvalof. 

Ivan  Schuvalof  had  given  himfelf  up  to  the  mod 

pungent  anxieties.     He  fhuddered,   he  even  ihed 

tears  at  the  thoughts  of  being  the  leader  of  a  party, 
k  4  an4 
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and  at  feeing  the  dangerous  honour  afcribed  to  him 
of  a  project  conceived  by  Peter  Schuvalof,  his  am- 
bilious  coufin  *  ;  who,  confined  at  this  time  to  his 
bed  by  a  ficknefs  that  laid  him  foon  after  in  the 
grave,  could  not  fupport  the  infolence  he  had  for 
fome  time  infpired  into  the  haughty  and  pusillani- 
mous favourite  of  Elizabeth. 

The  circumftance  was  favourable  to  Panin.  He 
failed  not  to  turn  it  to  his  advantage.  Me  dexter- 
ouily  employed  his  ingenuity  in  augmenting  the 
horrors  of  Ivan  Schuvalof,  by  exaggerating  the 
dangers  to  which  he  was  expofed.  —  "  How  can 
cc  you  venture,"  faid  he,  cc  to  contend  with  unr 
"  equal  forces,  againft  the  grand  duke,  bringing 
u  upon  yourfelf  an  irreparable  ruin  and  a  certain 
"  death,  by  endeavouring  to  fet  afide  from  the 
<c  throne  a  prince  who  is  called  to  it  by  the  choice 
"  of  the  fovereign,  and  who,  by  his  birth,  is  the 
cc  only  legitimate  heir  ?  But  even  fuppofing  you 
<c  could  fucceed  in  preventing  the  fceptre  from  pall"- 
"  ing  into  his  hand,  have  you  any  reafon  to  hope 
**  to  preferve  your  influence  for  any  confiderable 
«  time,  during  a  minority,  the  weaknefs  whereof 

*  Count  Peter  Schuvalof  was  of  a  bold  and  romantic  turn, 
and  the  oppofite  in  all  things  of  his  coufin  Ivan,  whofe  only  pro- 
penfity  was  to  fordid  intrigue.  Peter  Schuvalof  made  himfelf 
famous  in  Ruffia  for  his  ambition,  and  in  Europe  for  the  invention 
of  the  cannons  that  bear  his  name.  He  fancied  himfelf  aloive 
able  to  prevent  the  grand  duke  from  reigning,  and  only  ma^de 
p.fe  of  his  coufin  Ivan  as  an  ordinary  inftrunicnt. 

«  will 
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M  will  embolden  your  rivals,  and  raife  up  a  hoft  of 
"  malcontents,  inceffantly  plotting  your  difgrace  ? 
"  If  you  are  victorious  over  one  faction,  can  you 
"  equally  flatter  yourfelf  with  efcaping  the  other  ? 
c<  If  the  firft  blow  that  is  (truck  at  you  falls  fhort  of 
<c  its  aim,  by  the  fecond,  more  fuccefsful,  you  may 
"  be  eafily  overthrown.     If  you  would  follow  the 
cc  advice  of  a  friend,  and  the  dictates  of  prudence, 
* c  you  will  feduloufly  frequent  the  levees  of  the  grand 
•^  duke   and  conciliate    his  favour.     Time  dill  is 
u  yours.     He  himfelf  is  well  informed  of  the  ob- 
c*  ftacles  to  be  thrown  in  his  way,  and  he  will  think 
^  himfelf  happy  enough,  if,  at  the  expence  of  fome 
*c  facrifices,  he  deprives  them  of  the  power  to  hurt 
**  him.     Let  us  leave  him  then  the  quiet  pofleflion 
"  of  the  throne ;  but  let  us  oblige  him  to  purchafe 
**  it  on  conditions  that  will  thenceforward  difpel 
^  our  fears,  and  for  ever  difable  the  prince  from 
"  abufing  his   power.     It  would  be  unneceflary  at 
<c  prefent  for  me  to  fpecify  thofe  conditions  :   but, if 
"  you  comply  with  my  advice,  I  have  not  the  leaft 
cc  doubt  but  the  grand  duke  will  eafily  be  brought 
<c  to  agreement,  and  I  promife  to  furnifh  you  with 
<c  a  plan  adapted  to  reconcile  the  feveral  parties  that 
*c  divide  the  court.0 

Count  Ivan  Schuvalof  anfwered  not  a  fingle 
word  ;  but  convinced  of  the  wifdom  of  Panin's  ad- 
vice, he  immediately  repaired  to  his  coufin  Peter, 
and  imparted  to  him  in  whifpers  the  counfels  he  had 
j uft -received.     Difeafe  had  abated  the  courage  of 

Peter 
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Peter  Schuvalof,  and  relaxed  the  fpnngs  of  his  am- 
bition. Bat,  though  he  eafily  yielded  to  the  perfua- 
fion  of  the  reality  of  all  the  formidable  apprehen- 
fions  that  terrified  Ivan,  yet,  in  rdinquifhing  his 
project,  he  was  determined  to  play  the  principal 
part. 

He  fent  an  humble  meffage  to  the  grand  duke, 
acquainting  him,  that,  having  to  communicate  to 
him  fecrets  of  the  utmolt  importance,  and  being 
prevented  from  quitting  his  bed  by  a  painful  difeafe, 
he  was  his  fubmiilive  petitioner  for  the  honour  of  a 
vifit.  The  prince  went  directly  to  his  chamber. 
Being  feated  by  his  couch,  Peter  Schuvalof  addreffed 
him  with  the  energy  and  awful  folemnity  of  a  man, 
who,  trembling  on  the  brink  of  the  grave,  knows  of 
no  artifices  for  concealing  the  truth,  and  has  no- 
thing any  longer  to  defire  or  to  fear.  — "  My 
*c  prince/'  faid  he,  cc  you  are  not  ignorant  of  the 
"  preporTeilions  that  are  abroad  againft  you.  The 
"  people  imagine  that  you  incline  more  to  the  Ger- 
"  mans  than  to  them  ;  the  clergy  dread  you  ;  the 
ce  principal  nobility  hate  you.  The  clouds  that  are 
"  gathering  round,  feem  to  threaten  you  with  a 
*6  tempeftuous  reign.  All  circumflances  concur  to 
<€  demonfrrate  that  for  preventing  the  alterations 
*6  you  are  thought  to  intend,  your  enemies  will 
*'  proceed  to  extremities.  I  pretend  not,  my  prince, 
<c  to  know  what  are  the  defigns  you  really  meditate; 
*c  I  cannot  forefee  whether  you  will  triumph  over 
*?  thofe  who  are  feeking  your  ruin,  or  whether  they 

«  will 
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Cf  will  get  the  better  of  you.  But  if  you  carry  into 
$t  effecl  what  it  is  fuppofed  you  are  determined  to 
w  do ;  if  you  repudiate  the  grand  duchefs,  to  ele- 
"  vate  to  her  place  a  woman  fo  vile  and  contemptible 
"  as  the  countefs  Vorontzof,  be  affured  that  you 
w  will  draw  upon  yourfelf  a  feries  of  calamities,  to 
*c  which,  fooner  or  later,  you  will  fall  a  victim,  and 
Ci  that  you  and  your  memory  will  be  difhonoured 
<c  for  ever." 

As  he  liflened  to  this  difcourfe,  the  grand  duke 
was  obferved  at  feveral  times  to  change  colour ;  and 
on  perceiving  that  Peter  Schuvalof  had  left  off  fpeak- 
ing,  he  allured  him,  that  the  charge  of  any  defign 
to  diffolve  his  marriage  was  a  falfe  imputation,  and 
that  nothing  mould  ever  perfuade  him  to  it.  But 
what  might  lead  to  a  fufpicion  of  the  iincerity  of 
thefe  proteftations,  is,  that  the  prince  added  thefe 
remarkable  words :  ct  Romanovna  herfelf  may  per* 
"  haps  give  credit  to  reports  that  flatter  her  vanity : 
*c  fhe  is  a  fimpleton,  whom  I  never  promifed  to 
"  marry  but  in  cafe  the  grand  duchefs  mould  die  \ 
•■  and  fhe  is  Hill  alive." 

However,  as  Peter  Schuvalof  was  fincerely  defir- 
ous  of  an  accommodation  with  the  grand  duke,  he 
omitted  to  give  this  lafl  avowal  all  the  interpretation 
of  which  it  was  fufceptible,  and  was  fatisfied  with  the 
promife  given  him  by  the  prince,  that  he  would 
blot  from  his  memory  all  the  machinations  that  had 
beea  &  daringly  formed  againft  him. 

This 


I4<3  LIFE    OF    THE 

This  reconciliation  was  effected  without  trouble  ; 
but  one  other  (till  remained,  not  lefs  important,  and 
far  more  difficult  to  obtain.  We  have  feen  what 
odious  fufpicions  the  enemies  of  the  grand  duke  were 
continually  pouring  into  the  ears  of  the  emprefs. 
That  princefs  was  alarmed  with  the  apprehenfion 
that  her  nephew  might  be  led  to  get  rid  of  her  by 
poifon,  and  thefe  fears  augmented  her  weaknefs,  and 
filled  her  with  averfion  for  him  that  had  raifed  them. 
Ever  fince  her  illnefs  had  prevented  her  from  ap- 
pearing in  public,  me  had  ordered  the  grand  duke 
to  be  denied  admittance  to  her  apartment ;  and  that 
this  order  might  appear  the  lefs  extraordinary,  fhe 
had  caufed  it  in  like  manner  to  be  iignined  to  the 
grand  duchefs.  The  fecret  of  thefe  divifions,  of 
thefe  difturbances  in  the  imperial  family,  was  ft  ill 
confined  within  the  walls  of  the  palace  ;  but  it  might 
eafily  get  vent,  and  be  fpread  through  the  town  ; 
and  if  this  mould  be  the  cafe,  if  the  emprefs  mould 
have  died  without  feeing  the  prince  and  his  fpoufe, 
the  populace,  always  implicitly  credulous,  would 
have  thought  the  unjuft  fufpicions  of  Elizabeth  to 
have  been  founded  in  truth,  and  would  have  eagerly 
attributed  to  the  nephew  the  death  of  the  aunt. 
Something  was  therefore  to  be  done  to  induce 
that  princefs  to  call  the  grand  duke  to  her  pre- 
fence. 

Count  Ivan  Schuvalof  was  grand  chamberlain, 
and  the  principal  perfon  about  the  emprefs.     Panin 

thought 
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thought  him  the  propereft  man  to  follicit  the  re- 
conciliation he  wanted ;  but  whether  it  was  thaC 
Schuvalof  was  afraid  of  troubling  the  emprefs  too 
much  in  her  prefent  infirm  condition  ;  whether  he 
was  willing  to  keep  the  grand  duke  longer  in  an 
anxious  fufpenfe,  and  avoid  an  explanation  of  the 
uttermohY  danger  to  all  thofe  who  had  endeavoured 
to  injure  that  prince  ;  or  whether,  in  a  word,  he 
reckoned  on  the  furreptitious  teflament  it  was  pro- 
pofed  to  bring  to  light  *  ;  however  it  be,  he  abfo- 
lutely  refufed  to  make  this  requeft. 

Panin,  on  feeing  the  failure  of  his  flrft  attempt, 
addreffed  himfelf  now  to  the  confeffor  of  Elizabeth. 
He  frankly  acknowledged  to  him,  that  the  com- 
mimon  with  which  he  was  charged  was  of  a  nature 
extremely  delicate  ;  and  that  though  his  follicitude 
for  the  falvation  of  the  fovereign  might  bring  upon 
him  remedilefs  misfortune,  yet  the  glory  and 
comfort  that  would  accrue  to  him  from  the  fuccefs 
of  his  aim,  mould  make  him  fcorn  difgrace,  and 
expect,  his  recompenfe  in  a  better  world.  He 
allured  him  likewife  of  the  gratitude  of  the  grand 
duke  and  grand  duchefs :  and  the  monk,  not  lefs 
wifhing,  it  may  be  fuppofed,  to  cherifh  the  favour 
of  the  heir  to  the  throne,  than  zealous  for  the 
eternal  repofe  of  the  emprefs,  promifed  to  deliver 

*  It  is  well  known,  that  the  chancellor  Befluchef  had  long- 
flnce  prepared  this  fpurious  will  by  which  his  party  was  to  wreft 
the  reias  of  government  out  of  the  hands  of  Peter  III. 

his 
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his  exhortations   to   her   with   all   the  energy  of 
facred  eloquence. 

Every  needful  precaution  was  taken.  A  moment 
was  chofen  when  Ivan  Schuvalof  was  abfent ;  and 
then  the  confefibr  approaching  the  bed  of  Elizabeth, 
difcourfed  to  her  of  heavenly  things,  of  the  fupreme 
and  immortal  Sovereign  by  whom  -earthly  monarchs 
reign,  of  his  juflice,  of  his  clemency,  of  his  tri- 
bunal, before  which  only  they  who  forgive  can 
obtain  forgivenefs,  and  of  that  kingdom  of  God 
of  which  the  terreflrial  paradife  was  no  more  than 
a  faint  adumbration,  but  where  only  the  charitable 
can  obtain  admiffion,  but  where  only  the  merciful 
can  hope  for  mercy  :  which  ended,  he  obtained  of 
her  a  fign  of  confent.  At  this  inftant  the  grand 
duke  entered,  leading*  Catharine  by  the  hand,  who 
both  fell  on  their  knees  by  the  bedfide,  and 
Elizabeth  pronounced  in  an  indiflincl  tone  of  voice, 
and  as  if  no  more  than  the  animal  machine  was 
concerned  in  the  utterance,  whatever  was  dictated 
to  her  by  the  pried.  She  faid  to  the  prince  and 
princefs : — "  That  fhe  had  always  loved  them ; 
*c  and  that  with  her  dying  breath  fhe  wiihed  them 
"  all  kinds  of  bleffings." 

Thofe  that  were  witneffes  of  this  fcene  faw  clearly, 
that  the  pardon  came  only  from  her  lips  ;  but  ap- 
pearances fufficed  the  prince ;  and  his  partifans  did 
not  fail  emphatically  to  repeat  through'  the  city  the 
affectionate  words  pronounced  by  the  emprefs,  with 
feveral  additions  of  their  own. 

On 
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On  the  other  hand,  Ivan  Schuvalof,  who  had 
not  been  able  to  make  a  merit  of  the  reconciliation 
with  the  grand  duke,  but  refolved  not  to  furnifh 
an  occafion  for  irritating  that  prince  againft  him, 
ftudioufly  omitted  to  contradict  whatever  they 
pleafed  to  publifh  on  the  matter. 

Proud  of  the  important  fervice  he  had  been 
rendering  the  grand  duke,  Panin  imagined  he  had 
thenceforward  acquired  fuch  a  confequence  with 
him  as  to  make  him  confent  entirely  to  the  plan 
he  had  marked  out.  According  to  which,  Peter, 
as  foon  as  the  emprefs  had  departed  this  life,  was 
to  repair  to  the  fenate,  and  there  receive  the  crown 
by  a  folemn  decree. 

Panin  therefore  demanded  an  audience  of  the 
grand  duke,  This  the  prince  granted  without 
hefitation.  He  began  by  telling  the  prince,  that 
what  he  had  to  deliver  was  worthy  of  his  utmofl 
attention.  He  then  addrefled  him  to  the  following 
effect :  —  "It  is  en  the  fir  ft  ftep  you  fhall  take  on 
"  afcending  the  throne,  that  the  profperity  of 
tc  your  reign  and  the  glory  you  will  merit  chiefly 
"  depend.  There  are  two  methods,  my  prince, 
cc  of  invefting  yourfelf  with  the  fovereign  power; 
u  the  former,  by  caufing  yourfelf  to  be  proclaimed 
"  emperor  by  the  army  ;  the  fecond,  by  receiving 
"  the  crown  at  the  hands  of  the  fenate.  The 
"  former  is  mote  prompt  -,  the  latter  more  furs. 
"The  eyes  of  all  Europe  and  a  great  part  of  Alia 

"  are 
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<c  are  fixed  upon  you.  Refleft  then  on  the  honour 
<c  you  will  acquire  among  the  numerous  nations 
<c  in  fubjection  to  your  fovereignty,  and  even 
"  foreigners  too,  when  they  behold  you  fo  generous 
<c  as  to  wifh  to  hold,  from  the  free  choice  of  the 
<c  reprefentatives  of  the  ruffian  empire,  an  autho- 
"  rity  which  your  predeceflors  owed  only  to  the 
"  force  and  venality  of  the  troops. 

"  You  know  how  frequent  revolutions  have 
<c  been  in  this  empire ;  you  know  with  what  fa-* 
"  cility  a  feduced  or  mutinous  foldiery  have 
"  crowned  or  dethroned  their  monarchs.  The 
*'  method  that  I  propofe  is  the  only  one  adapted 
"  to  the  prevention  of  dangerous  machinations. 
u  The  fenate,  having  once  elected  you,  will  feel 
(l  itfelf  interefted  in  fupporting  the  work  of  i£s 
cc  hands ;  and  the  people,  regarding  your  perfon 
"  more  facred,  will  always  be  ardent  in  your 
"  defence. " 

The  grand  duke  was  moved;  he  was  juft  yield- 
ing to  the  impreffion,  when  fuddenly  two  of  his 
courtiers  entered.  He  communicated  to  them  the 
propofal  of  Panin,  and  alked  their  opinion.  One 
of  them,  who  prefently  perceived  the  infidious 
nature  of  the  meafure  propofed  to  the  prince, 
advifed  him  to  fubmit  his  decifion  to  the  judgment 
of  the  old  prince  Trubetfko'i,  whofe  long  experience 
and  confummate  wifdom  rendered  him  a  proper 
guide.     Prince  Trubetikoi'  had  indeed  been  witnefs 

of 
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of  feveral  revolutions,  and  was  a  perfect  matter  of 
the  ufages  and  cuftoms  of  his  country  *. 

He  was  fent  for.  The  grand  duke  repeated  to 
him  all  that  he  had  juft  been  hearing  from  the 
mouth  of  Panin,  and  did  not  conceal  his  inclination 
to  follow  the  advice  of  the  count.  But  Trubetfkoi 
expreffed  himfelf  of  a  different  opinion,  and  delivered 
it  with  all  the  boldnefs  of  a  veteran  foldier,  jealous 
of  the  honour  of  his  fovereigns. 

"  My  prince,"  faid  he>  "  the  ftep  you  have  been 
<c  advifed  to  take  is  not  only  attended  with  far 
cc  greater  danger  than  that  you  are  inttrucled  to 
<c  dread,  but  in  direct  oppofition  to  the  cuftoms 
ct  of  the  empire.  The  ruffian  conflitution  is 
"  purely  military  ;  and  the  fenate  has  never  pre- 
u  tended  to  interfere  in  the  election  of  the  tzars. 
<c  And  what  is  that  imaginary  glory  in  preferring 
<c  to  be  crowned  by  a  juridical  aflfembly  rather 
u  than  by  a  victorious  army  ?  Chofen  by  a  diet  or 
"  by  a  fenate,  will  the  kings  of  Poland  and  of 
"  Sweden  ever  take  precedence  of  the  emperor  of 
"  all  the  Ruffias  ?  The  true,  the  only  glory  of  a 
"  monarch  is  to  reign  worthily.  Make  it  your 
<c  endeavour  then  to  merit  that  glory  without  dif- 
"  quieting  yourfelf  about  a  vain  formality,  and 
"  putting  yourfelf  under  the  tutelage  of  an  ambitious 
"  fenate,  who  will  foon  make  you  repent  the  con- 

*  It  was  prince  Trubetfkor  who,  in  1730,  induced  the 
emprefs  Anne  to  break  the  conditions  impofed  on  her  by  the 
fenate  on  calling  her  to  the  throne. 

vol.  i.  l  "  fidence 
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"  fidence  you  have  rcpofedin  it.  But  if  unhappily 
"  your  throne  fhould  fhake,  will  that  fenate  have 
cf  the  force  to  eftablifh  it  ?  and  if  you  fhould  fet 
"  out  with  rendering  the  army  diffatisfied  by  dif. 
€C  daining  to  follow  their  ancient  ufage,  will  you 
u  not,  fooner  or  later,  have  reafon  to  dread  their 
"  vengeance  ?" 

This  fpeech  caufed  the  grand  duke  to  waver  in 
his  refolution.  He  was  flattered  by  the  brilliant 
novelty  of  the  counfels  of  Panin;  but  the  dread 
of  affronting  the  army  deprived  him  of  courage  to 
follow  them.  In  this  perplexity  of  mind,  not  know- 
ing what  determination  he  ought  to  adopt,  he 
difpatched  one  of  his  chamberlains  to  confult  the 
grand  duchefs. 

Catharine,  whofe  ambition  was  roufed  by  Eliza- 
beth's approaching  diflblution,  and  who  felt  the 
neceffity  of  conciliating  the  popular  favour  by  art 
cxtenor  of  piety,  which,  by  thofe  who  beft  knew 
her,  was  fuppofed  not  to  proceed  from  her  heart ; 
Catharine  was  punctual  in  frequenting  the  churches 
at  the  ftated  times  of  public  devotion ;  but  more 
particularly  at  the  prayers  that  were  now  daily  put 
up  for  imploring  the  re-eftabliffiment  of  the  health 
of  the  emprefs.  Panin  had  imprudently  neglected 
to  inform  her  of  his  project  She  was  (till  in  the 
dark  concerning  the  advantages  to  accrue  from  it 
to  her.  Befides,  (lie  had  been  employed  feveral 
days  in  framing  herfelf  the  form  of  the  proclama- 
tion acknowledging  the  emperor,  as  well  as  that  of 

the 


EMPRESS    CATHARINE    II»  I47 

the  oath  to  be  taken  by  the  troops:  and  as  (lie 
plumed  herfelf  on  writing  in  a  ftyle  of  peculiar 
elegance,  and  imagining  that  thefe  two  pieces  would 
be  received  with  admiration  by  the  people  at  large, 
fhe  would  not  facrifice  a  labour,  that  would  be  loft 
if  the  prince  mould  caufe  himfelf  to  be  elected  by 
the  fenate,  as  that  body  would  itfelf,  in  tuat  cafe, 
prefcribe  the  new  form  of  the  oath,  and  dictate 
the  new  proclamation.  She  therefore  returned  an 
abrupt  anfwer  to  the  grand  duke,  "  that  he  ought 
*'  to  conform  to  eftablifhed  cudon!." 

1762.  Almoft  at  the  moment  the  grand  duke 
received  this  anfwer,  word  was  brought  him,  that 
his  aunt,  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  "  commanded 
<c  him  to  live  long  *  $"  in  other  words,  that  fhe 
was  dead.  The  tzaritza  expired  on  Chriftmas-day 
1 76 1  f,  after  a  longillnefs,  and  in  excruciating  pains, 
in  the  fifty-fecond  year  of  her  age,  and  the  twenty- 
fecond  of  her  reign.  This  princefs  was  fecond 
daughter  to  Peter  the  great ;  and,  from  being  little 
better  than  a  prifoner,  became  in  a  moment  a  des- 
potic fovereign,  holding  in  her  feeble  and  negligent 
hands  the  reins  of  this  gigantic  empire,  the  moil 

*  The  ufual  form  of  announcing  to  another  the  death  of  fomc 
perfon,  in  practice  among  all  claffcs  and  conditions  of  people. 
Procopy  Kirillitch  prikazal  jeet  :  Procopius  the  fon  of  Cyril, 
or  perhaps  Procopius  Fitz-Cyril,  ft  orders  you  to  live,"  is  the 
fame  as  to  tell  you  that  he  is  dead  :  or  as  often,  Afanafi  Vamllie- 
vitch,  Athanafius  the  fon  of  Bafil,  prikazal  do1. go  jeet,  orders 
you  to  live  long. 

f  Or  the  5th  of  JanvJtry  1762  N.  S. 
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extenfive  on  the  globe  of  the  earth;  one  part 
whereof  alone,  the  ruffian  Afia,  is  (as  has  already 
been  obferved  in  our  preliminaries)  far  greater  than 
all  Europe  taken  together :  nay,  of  which  part 
only,  one  province,  Siberia,  greatly  exceeds  an 
empire  of  the  firfl:  magnitude,  namely  China,  with 
all  its  adjacent  territories.  For  Elizabeth  poiTeiTed 
neither  the  abilities  nor  the  inclination  for  being 
an  active  fovereign :  and  the  illuftrious  family  of 
this  mighty  monarch  was  more  than  once  difturbed 
by  inteftine  revolutions.  In  dungeons  at  various 
distances  from  the  refidence,  were  languishing,  in 
her  reign,  a  dethroned  emperor,  exiled  princes  and 
dukes,  vanquifhed  magnates,  banifhed  commanders, 
flatefmen,  courtiers,  and  women. 

The  reign  of  Elizabeth  may  be  defervedly  termed 
peaceful  and  tranquil ;  yet,  without  reckoning  the 
grand  tumult  at  her  acceflion  to  the  throne,  jthere 
were  not  wanting  revolutions  of  an  inferior  kind. 
In  the  year  1743,  not  long  before  the  arrival  of 
Catharine,  a  court  confpiracy  againft  the  emprefs 
was  detected  :  which,  though  it  coft  none'  of  the 
accomplices  their  lives,  yet  the  minister  for  the 
marine,  Lapoukin,  his  very  beautiful  lady,  his  ion, 
the  countsfs  Beftuchef,  filter- in-law  to  the  chancel- 
lor of  the  empire,  feveral  gentlemen  of  the  chamber, 
and  officers,  received  the  knoot,  had  the  fore-half 
of  their  tongues  cut  out,  and  were  feht  to  Siberia. 
In  the  year  1748,  count  Leltocq,  formerly  body- 
iurgeon.  to  the  emprefs,  and  the  principal  instru- 
ment 
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inent  of  her  elevation  to  the  throne,  was  difgraced 
by  the  chancellor  Befluchef,  whom  he  himfelf  had 
promoted  to  that  office,  and  by  general  Apraxin : 
he  was  firft  imprifoned  in  the  cattle,  and  afterwards 
exiled  to.fome  obfcure  and  folitary  place  in  the 
government  of  Archangel.     Ten  years  afterwards 
the  chancellor's   own  turn  came;  being  in   1758 
accufed  of  high  treafon,  and  fent  off  to  one  of  his 
eftates   one   hundred   and    twenty   verfts    beyond 
Mofco.  —  Of   more   confequence   to   the  country 
was    Elizabeth's  participation    in    the    formidable 
league  againft  Frederic  of  Pruffia,  at  the  mitiga- 
tion of  Befluchef,  and  which  the  grand  duke  beheld 
with  extreme  difcontent.     During  the  ever-memo- 
rable war    of  1757  — 1762,   that   monarch    was 
cruelly   haraffed  by  the  ruffian    arms,    though  at 
times  fuch  glorious  victories  were  gained  over  them 
by  his  own ;  but  what  benefit  could  accrue  from 
all  this  to  the  enormous  empire  ?    What  was  there 
to  compenfate  the  thoufands  of  lives  and  the  pro- 
digious fums  of  money  that  it  coft  to  Ruffia? 

The  eafinefs  and  indolence  of  Elizabeth's  cha- 
racter fubjecled  her  to  the  humours  of  favourites, 
who  made  a  bad  ufe  of  her  authority.  Her  devo- 
tion often  rendered  her  impious,  and  her  clemency 
cruel.  At  the  commencement  of  her  reign  me 
made  a  vow  never  to  punifh  a  malefador  with 
death:  the  judges  therefore,  who  could  not  deca- 
pitate criminals,  deprived  them  of  their  lives  by 
the  barbarous  punifnment  of  the  knoot  $  and  never 
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were  there  more  tongues  cut  out,  and  more  wretches 
fent  to  Siberia,  than  under  the  reign  of  this  princefs, 
fo  unjuftly  extolled  for  her  clemency  *. 

It  is  fnppofed  that  her  government  cofl  every 
year  to  the  empire  at  lead:  one  thoufand  of  her 
fubjei.  5  L  private  imprifonment,  which,  during 
the  twenty  years  and  upwards  that  fhe  reigned, 
makes  the  number  amount  to  above  twenty  thou- 
fand. Nothing  was  more  eafy  than  to  obtain  a 
fecret  order  for  this  purpofe  by  the  flatterers  of  all 
ranks  that  fw  armed  about  her  perfon.  It  was 
fufEcient  for  one  of  the  maids  of  honour  to  think 
herfelf  flighted,  for  getting  an  order  to  have  a  per- 
fon taken  out  of  bed  in  the  night,  carried  away 

*  The  panegyrifts  of  Elizabeth  (fays  Mr.  Coxe)  would  cer- 
tainly have  entertained  fome  doubts  concerning  her  boafled  cle- 
mency, if  they  had  recoll-vcted   that  Ihe  did  not  sboliih,  but 
retained,  the  following  horrid  procefs  for  the  purpofe  of  extorting 
confeifion  from  perfons  charged  with  treafonable  defigns.     The 
arms  of  the  fufpe&ed  perfon  being  tied  behind  by  a  rope,  he  was 
drawn  up  in  that  pofture  to  a  confiderable  height  in  the  air ; 
whence  being  fuddenly  lowered  to  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  the 
ground,  and  the  motion  being  there  as  fuddenly  checked,  the 
▼iolence  of  the  concuffian  diflocated  his  moulders,  and  in  that 
deplorable  fituation  he  underwent  the  knoot.     To  this  dreadful 
engine  of  barbarity  and  defpotifm,   Elizabeth,  amidit  all  her  im- 
puted  lenity,    gave  unlimited  fcope ;  and,   during  her  whole 
reign,  it  was  ordinarily  applied  even  at  the  discretion  of  inferior 
and  ignorant  magiftrates;  nor  was  it  aboliflied  until  theacccfljon 
of  the' prefent  emprefs  (Catharine  II.),  who  has  prohibited  the 
ufe  of  torture  in  all  criminal  cafes.     Coxc's  Travels,  870.  edit, 
vol.  iii.  p.  igo> 

blindfolded 
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blindfolded  and  gagged,  and  immured  under 
ground,  there  to  drag  out  the  remainder  of  life  in 
a  folitary  and  loathfome  dungeon,  without  ever 
being  charged  with  any  crime,  or  even  knowing 
in  what  part  of  the  country  he  was.  On  the  dif- 
appearance  of  any  fuch  perfon  from  his  family, 
from  his  relatives,  from  the  circle  of  his  acquaint- 
ance, it  was  highly  dangerous  to  make  any  in- 
quiries after  him.  "  He  has  difappeared,"  was 
held  a  fufficient  anfwer  to  queftions  of  that  nature. 
Many  of  thefe  were  known  to  be  ftill  miferably 
wearing  out  exiflence  under  the  baftions  and 
towers  of  Schluffelburg  and  other  fortrefles  fo 
lately  as  the  winter  of  1780,  not  to  mention  the 
exiles  to  Siberia.  To  all  this  it  may  be  added, 
that  her  reign  was  never  marked  by  a  fingle  acT: 
that  could  juftify  the  revolution  that  placed  on  her 
head  the  crown  of  Ruflia.  In  a  word,  me  was 
fitter  to  have  vegetated  in  the  floth  of  a  convent, 
than  to  be  feated  on  the  throne  of  one  of  the  largeft 
of  the  chief  empires  of  the  world. 


LA 
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Acceffion  of  Peter  III.  —  He  recalls  a  great  Number  of 
the  Exiles ,  among  others  Munich  and  Biren.  — 
Ukafe  in  favour  of  the  Nobility.  —  Peace  with 
Prujfia.  —  Admiration  of  Peter  111.  for  Frederic  II. 
—  Mifunderftanding  between  Peter  III.  and  Ca* 
tharine.  —  Intrigues  againjl  that  Prince^ —  The 
Orlofs,  Princefs  Dafhkof  Panin9  enter  into  a  Plot 
for  dethroning  him.  —  He  makes  a  Vifit  to  Ivan  in 
the  Prifon  of  Schluffelburg.  —  His  Befign  to  nomU 
nate  that  Prince  his  Succejfor.  —  Preparations 
againjl  Denmark. 

I  he  part  taken  by  Elizabeth  in  the  feven  years* 
war,  though  it  might  in  fome  meafure  have  been 
dictated  by  refentment,  might  at  the  fame  time  have 
patted  for  the  refult  of  the  founded  policy.  Np 
power  but  that  of  the  king  of  Pruflia  was  capable  of 
checking  hers.  He  was,  not  only  from  his  ftrength 
and  character,  but  from  the  fituation  of  his  do- 
minions, the  only  prince  in  Europe  from  whom  it 
could  be  materially  her  intereft  to  make  conquefts. 
By  the  capture  of  Colberg  on  one  hand,  an4 
Schweidnitz  on  the  other,  the  Idpg  of  PrumVs 
dominions  were  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  his 
enemies  -7  his  forces  were  worn  away,  and  even  his 

effort^ 
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I  efforts  had  gradually  declined  :  a  complete  victory, 
though  this  was  an  event  not  at  all  probable,  could 
not  have  faved  him.  The  Ruffians,  by  wintering  in 
Pomerania,  and  by  the  pofieflion  of  Colberg,  which 
infured  them  fupplies  by  a  fafe  and  expeditious 
channel,  were  in  a  condition  to  commence  their 
operations  much  earlier  than  ufual,  as  well  as  to 
fuftain  them  with  more  fpirit  and  uniformity.  No 
refource  of  policy  could  be  tried  with  the  leafl 
expectation  of  fuccefs.  After  fuch  a  refiftance  for 
five  years,  of  which  the  world  never  furnifhed  an- 
other example,  the  king  of  Pruflia  had  nothing  left, 
jbut  fuch  a  conduct  as  might  clofe  the  fcene  with 
glory ;  fince  there  was  fo  little  appearance  of  his 
.concluding  the  war  with  fafety. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  gloomy  appearances,  his 
inveterate  and  inflexible  enemy,  the  emprefs  of 
Ruffia,  died ;  and  he  was  extricated  by  that  event 
alone  from  the  diftreffes  by  which  he  was  actually 
furrounded,  and  the  greater  miferies  that  feemed  to 
await  him. 

With  regard  to  her  own  dominions,  Elizabeth, 
for  her  perfonal  conveniency,  had  created  a  go- 
vernment by  favourites  ;  and  by  her  paffion  for 
pomp  and  fenfual  gratifications,  had  incurred 
enormous  debts. 

No  fooner    had   the   emprefs  clofed  her  eyes,  V v 
than  the  courtiers  prefled  in  crowds  to  the  grand 
duke.      This  prince,    laying   afide    at   once   his 
^eaknefs    and    indention,*  accofted    them    with 

dignity, 
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dignity,  and  received  the  oaths  of  the  officers  of 
hfs  guard. 

In  about  an  hour  he  got  on  horfeback,  and  tra- 
verfed  the  ftreets  of  St.  Peterfburg,  diftributing 
money  to  the  multitude.  As  he  went,  thejoldiers 
flocked  about  him,  crying,  "  If  thou  take  care  of 
"  us,  we  will  fcrve  thee  as  faithfully  as  we  ferved 
"  our  good  emprefs."  The  people  mixed  their 
(houts  of  joy  with  the  acclamations  of  the  foldiers ; 
and,  though  the  enemies  of  the  grand  duke  had 
long  fince  fucceeded  in  their  attempts  to  bring 
odium  and  contempt  upon  him,  yet  his  acceflion  to 
the  throne  was  not  attended  with  the  leafl  mark  of 
difcontent  or  ill-will. 

As  for  himfelf,  delivered  on  a  fudden  from  the 
long  and  fervile  conftraint  in  which  he  had  been 
kept  by  his  aunt,  he  negligently  let  his  fatisfa&ion 
appear,  but  without  betraying  an  indecent  joy.  He 
took  the  name  of  Peter  III. 

It  was  eafy  for  him  to  efface  the  memory  of  his 
preueceffor ;  yet  it  was  obfervable  that  there  was 
little  appearance  of  thofe  cheerful  fentiments  which 
ufually  take  pofieffion  of  the  hearts  of  the  fubjects 
on  the  acceflion  of  a  young  prince  to  the  throne. 
All  tempers  feemed  out  of  tune :  the  emperor 
neither  found  nor  felt  any  more  affe&ion  in  the 
larger  circle  of  the  court,  that  in  the  fmaller  one  of 
his  family. 

The  Ruffians  were  at  that  time,  generally 
Ipcaking,   indifpofed   towards    foreigners,    though 

numbers 
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numbers  of  them,  fince  the  time  of  Peter  the  great, 
had  always  held  places  at  the  court,  in  the  army, 
in  the  fleet,  and  in  the  civil  departments.  Eli- 
zabeth had  flattered  this  old  ruflian  prejudice; 
and,  in  order  to  ingratiate  herfelf  with  the  people, 
on  her  coming  to  the  crown,  had,  promifed  to 
remove  the  foreigners  :  but  in  the  opinion  of  many 
of  the  nobility,  and  efpecially  of  the  army,  fhe  came 
very  far  fhort  of  her  word.  During  her  reign,  in 
the  year  1740,  an  infurrection  broke  out  on  this 
account ;  the  foldiers  in  the  camp  near  Vyborg, 
during  the  fwedifh  war,  began  on  a  fudden  to 
maltreat  their  foreign  officers,  and  were  threatening 
to  proceed  to  very  dangerous  extremities,  when 
difcipline  and  order  were  prefently  reftored  by  the 
great  prefence  of  mind  of  the  intrepid  Keith.  Even 
in  Peterfburg  a  fimilar  mutiny,  fhortly  after  the 
former,  broke  out,  which,  though  at  firft  only  an 
attack  on  a  german  officer,  yet  proceeded  to  fo 
great  a  height  as  to  fill  the  whole  city  with  alarm 
and  conflernation.  It  was  chiefly  on  account  of 
this  national  humour,  that  generals  Lcevendahl, 
Keith,  Manftein,  and  other  deferving  foreigners, 
afterwards  took  leave  of  the  fervice. 

Indeed  the  grand  duke  Peter  could  not  properly 
be  deemed  a  foreigner;  he  had  rather  a  juit  claim,  r 
on  the  national  love,  as  the  grandfon  of  Peter  the 
great.  But  he  was  after  all  an  Holfteiner  ;  he  had 
not  long  been  refident  in  Ruffia ;  and  lived  there 
almoft  like  a  foreigner.    Neither  in  manners.,  nor 

in 
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in  language,   nor  in  religious  profeffion,  did  he 
feem  a  complete  and  genuine  Ruffian.     His  con- 
A  <    fidence  and  familiarity  were  confined  to  the  Ger- 
mans from  his  dukedom ;  all  his  affections  feemed 
to  centre  in  Holftein  alone,  while  he  fhewed  only 
coldnefs  or  even  repugnance  to  the  concerns  of  his 
future  empire.     Nor  was  this  at  all  furprifing,  as 
the  fituation  in  which  he  was  held,  by  keeping  him 
at  a  diftancefrom  the  deliberations  of  the  cabinet, 
naturally  diminifhed  his  attention  to  public  affairs ; 
and  as  he  juftly  difapproved  of  the  violent  par- 
ticipation with  which  his   aunt    and  her  miniftry 
engaged  in  the  great  german  war.  —  Both  parties, 
if  they  had  not  yet  proceeded  to  intemperate  mea- 
fures,  had,  however,  already  concerted  their  plans, 
or  rather  had  begun  to  put  them  in  play.     The 
grand  duke,  according  to  fome,  ought  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  lucceflion  ;  and  then  they  could  cafr. 
their  eyes  on  no  perfon  fo  proper  for  it  as  his  con- 
fort  ;  who,  though  a  foreigner  likewife,  had  yet  in 
her  whole  behaviour  ailimilated  herfelf  more  with 
the  nation,  and  might  reign  as  the  guardian  of  her 
fon.     On  the  other  hand,  the  grand  duke  wanted, 
as  was  faid  by  others,  or  perhaps   by  the  fame, 
entirely  to  new- model  the  whole  fyftem  of  Ruflia, 
to  put  everything  on  a  german  footing,   to  employ 
the  force  of  the  empire  only  in  the  aggrandifement 
of  Holftein  ;  and,  in  order  to  enable  himfelf  to  a& 
with  perfect  freedom,  and  to  annihilate  the  oppofite 
party  at  a  flroke,  to  detach  himfelf  from  his  family, 

and 
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and  to  fecure  to  a  paternal  relation  the  expe&ative  of 
the  crown. 

Such  was  the  temper  of  the  times  when  Peter 
acceded  to  the  imperial  dignity.  In  the  manifcflo 
by  which  he  proclaimed  this  event  to  the  empire, 
he  mentioned  neither  his  confort  nor  even  his  fon ; 
and  interpreters  were  not  wanting,  who  clearly  per- 
ceived in  this  omiflion  the  overthrow  of  the  here- 
ditary fucceflion.  A  circumftance  that  operated 
with  greater  impreflion  was,  that  he  made  no  pre- 
parations for  his  coronation  at  Mofco  ;  a  folemnity 
of  the  utmoft  importance,  as  a  practice  of  high  an-  ^ 
tiquity,  and  as  conferring  an  awful  fan&ion  on  the 
authority  of  the  fovereign  in  the  minds  of  the 
people.  Inftead  of  this  he  puflied  his  blind  paflion 
for  imitating  the  king  of  Pruflia  fo  far,  that  he  made 
preparations  in  this  immature  ftate  of  his  govern- 
ment to  quit  Ruflia,  and  go  into  Germany ..  for  the 
fake  of  an  interview  with  that  great  monarch,  whofe 
genius,  principles,  and  fortune  he  fo  extravagantly 
admired. 

The  impartial  hiftorian  cannot  withhold  the 
tribute  of  praife  from  his  conduct  at  the  beginning 
of  „  his  reign.  To  fay  that  he  revenged  himfelf  on 
no  one,  though  he  very  well  knew  who  had  taken 
pains  to  injure  him  with  the  lute  emprefs,  would  be 
but  flight  commendation,  in  comparifon  of  the  acls 
of  beneficence  andjuftice  with  which  he  fignalized 
his  firft  acceffion  to  the  fupreme  command^  to  the 
aflonifhment  of  thofe  who  knew  him  only  by  his 

vices.. 
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vices.  The  transformation  appeared  as  complete 
as  it  was  fudden.  Gentlenefs  and  humanity  took 
the  place  of  violence,  and  reflection  fucceeded  to 
paffion.  The  grand  duke  had  been  inconfiftent, 
impetuous,  and  wild  :  Peter  III.  now  mewed  him- 
felf  equitable,  patient,  and  enlightened.  He  ex- 
ercifed  kindnefs  towards  all  who  had  been  attached 
to  the  late  emprefs  his  aunt.  He  continued  in  their 
pods  almoft  all  the  great  officers  of  ftate.  He  par- 
doned  his  enemies.  He  raifed  to  the  rank  of  field- 
marfhal  Peter  Schuvalof,  who  had  been  long  con- 
fined  to  Lis  bed,  and  who  died  fhortly  after.  He 
;  left  the  place  of  grand-veneur  to  Alexey  Grego- 
//  rievitch  Razumofsky*,  the  favourite  of  Elizabeth, 
He  even  conferred  benefits  on  Ivan  Schuvalof, 
though  he  had  frequently  made  an  unworthy  ufe  of 
his  influence. 

Prince  ShakofskoY,  advocate  of  the  fenatex_of 
whom  Peter  III.  had  great  reafcn  to  complain,  was 
the  only  perfon  he  removed  from  his  employment ; 
but  he  exacted  of  him  nothing  more  than  a  fimple 
refignation,  leaving  him  both  his  liberty  and  his 
pofTeilions.  At  the  fame  time  a  certain  Glebof,  who 
from  being  but  a  common  attorney,  was  appointed 
to  tranfacl  the  affairs  of  Holflein,  and  in  that  admi- 

*  Alexey  Razumofsky  had  often  injured  the  grand  duke  with 
the  emprefs  Elizabeth.  The  grand  duke  one  day  fent  him  an 
axe  upon  a  red  fattn  cufnion,  as  a;  Ijint  of  the  cataftrophe  that 
awaited  him  ;  but  when  this  jjrince  was  feated  on  the  throne,  he 
difdained  every  idea  of  revenge. 

niftration 
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niftration  had  obtained  the  good-will  of  the  prince, 
was  put  into  the  place  of  Shakofskoi.  Glebof  after- 
wards but  ill  requited  fo  fignal  a  mark  of  the  con- 
fidence of  his  matter*. 

The  grand  duchefs,  who  could  not  think  without 
dread  of  the  moment  when  her  hufband  fhould  be 
inverted  with  the  fuprerrte  command,  and  expected 
nothing  fhort  of  a  very  fevere  animadverfion  upoii 
herfelf,  received  from  him  the  mod  flattering  falu- 
tations,  and  marks  of  the  greateft  confidence.  He 
ftemed  to  forget  the  wrongs  he  had  fuffered,  in  the 
elegancies  of  her  mind,  and  the  force  of  her  genius. 
He  paiTed  a  great  part  of  the  day  in  her  apartments: 
difcourfed  with  her  on  the  mod  friendly  footing,  and 
confulted  her  on  all  delicate  and  important  affairs.. 
The  courtiers,  furprifed  at  this  conduct,  felicitated 
Catharine  on  the  happinefs  of  her  lot.  Catharine 
was  almoft  the  only  perfon  who  was  not  deceived. 
She  eafily  faw  that  her  huiband  was  not  capable  of 
governing  by  himfelf,  and  me  was  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  his  character,  to  miftake  that  for 
benevolence  which  was  only  weaknefs. 

With  regard  to  the  government  of  his  country, 
nothing  could  be  more  popular  and  aufpicious  than 
his  firft  meafures.  The  earlieft  ufe  the  new  tzar 
made  of  his  abfolute  power,  was  to  [ct  the  ruffian 

*  Glebof  had  a  conilderable  fhare  of  good  fenfe,  together  with 
many  defects.  In  the  reign  of  Catharine  II.  lie  was  long  at  the 
head  of  the  war  department ;  but  the  enormous  embezzlements 
of  which  he  was  guilty,  canted  him  to  be  turned  out. 

4  nobility 
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nobility  and  gentry  free,  and  to  put  them  on  the 
fame  footing  with  thofe  of  their  rank  in  the  other 
more  moderate  governments  of  Europe.  He  re- 
called that  multitude  of  flate  prifoners  with  whom 
the  fufpicious  temper  of  Elizabeth,  and  the  jea- 
loufies  of  her  fervants,  had  peopled  the  deferts  of 
Siberia  *.  Among  thefe  unfortunate  wretches  was 
the  famous  Biren  f ,  who  had  long  been  the  haughty 

lover 

*  It  is  faid  that  Peter  III.  recalled  to  the  number  of  feven- 
teen  thoufand  exiles. 

•\  Ernefl:  John  Biren,  become  fo  famous  by  his  great  advance- 
ments and  his  not  lefs  extraordinary  reverfes  of  fortune,  was 
born  in  Courland,  of  a  family  of  mean  extraction.  His  grand- 
father had  been  head  groom  to  James  the  third,  duke  of  Courland, 
and  obtained  from  his  mafter  the  prefent  of  a  fmall  eftate  in  land. 
His  fon  accompanied  prince  Alexander,  youngeft  fon  of  the 
duke,  in  a  campaign  into  Hungary  againft  the  Turks,  in  quality 
of  groom  of  his  horfe,  and  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant.  Prince 
Alexander  being  killed  before  Buda,  in  i636,  Biren  returned  into 
Courland,  and  was  appointed  mailer  huntfman  to  the  duke. 
Ernefl  John  his  fecond  fon  was  born  in  1687,  received  the  early 
part  of  his  education  in  Courland,  and  was  fent  to  the  univerfity 
of  Kcenigfburg,  where  he  continued  till  fome  youthful  impruden- 
cies  compelled  him  to  retire.  In  J 7  14,  he  made  his  appearance 
at  St.  Pcterfburg,  and  follicited  the  place  of  page  to  the  princefs 
Charlotte,  wife  of  the  tzarovitch  Alexey ;  but  being  contempe- 
tuoufly  rejected  as  a  perfon  of  mean  extraction,  retired  to  Mittau, 
where  he  chanced  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  count  Beftuchef, 
mailer  of  the  houfehold  to  Anne,  widow  of  Frederic  William, 
duke  of  Courkind,  who  refided  at  Mittau.  Being  of  a  haudfome 
figure  and  polite  addrefs,  he  foon  gained  the  good-will  of  the 
duchefs,  and  became  her  fecretary  and  chief  favourite.  On  her 
being  declared  fovercign  of  Ruffia,  Anne  called  Biren  to  Pcterf- 
burg, 
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lover  and  the  cruel  minifter  of  the  emprefs  Anne. 
Peter  III.  reftored  him  only  to  liberty ;  hut  Ca- 
tharine afterwards  gave  him  back  the  duchy  of 
Courland  ;  and  Biren,  inftru&ed  in  the  fchool  of 
adverfity,  paffed  the  reft  of  his  life  as  a  practica1! 
philofopher,  and  became  the  father  of  a  people 
whom  he  had  formerly  oppreffed. 

Peter  III.   brought  alfo    from  Siberia   marfhal 
Munich  *,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  upon  which 

one 


burg,  and  the  fecretary  foon  became  duke  of  Courland,  and  firft 
miniller  or  rather  defpot  of  Ruffia.  All  now  felt  the  dreadful 
eflefts  of  h?3  extreme  arrogance,  his  bafe  intrigues,  and  his  horrid 
barbarity.  The  cruelties  he  exercifed  on  the  molt  illu'flrious 
perfons  of  the  country  almoft  exceed  belief:  and  Manftein  con- 
jectures, that  during  the  ten  years  in  which  Biren's  power  con- 
tinued, above  twenty  thoufand  perfons  were  fent  to  Siberia,  of 
whom  fcarcely  five  thoufand  were  ever  heard  of  more.  It  is 
affirmed  that  the  emprefs  has  often  fallen  on  her  knees  before 
him,  in  hopes  of  moving  him  to  clemency,  but  neither  the  prayers 
nor  the  tears  of  that  princefs  were  able  to  affecl:  him'.  —  On  the 
death  of  Anne,  which  happened  in  1740,  Biren  being  declared 
regent,  continued  daily  increafing  his  vexations  and  cruelties,  till 
he  was  arretted  on  the  18th  of  December,  only  twenty  days  after 
he  had  been  appointed  to  the  regency,  and  at  the  revolution  that 
enfued  he  was  exiled  to  the  frozen  Chores  of  the  Cby. 

*  Chrivlopher  Burchard,  better  known  under  the  name  of 
marfhai  Munich,  was  fon  of  an  officer  in  the  fervice  of  Denmark. 
After  having  received  a  good  education,  he  entered  at  the  ao-e  of 
feventeen  into  the  fervice  of  the  landgraf  of  HefTe-Darmftadt, 
and  diftinguilhed  himfelf  in  his  firil  campaign  under  prince  Eugene 
and  the  duke  of  Marlborough.     He  afterwards  went  into  Poland, 

vol.  i.  M  and 
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one  of  his  fons  who  was  yet  alive,  and  thirty-two  of 
his   grandchildren   and   great-grandchildren,,  went 
to  accoft  him  on  his  approach  to  the  fuburbs  of 
the  imperial  refidence.     The  old  foldier  prefented 
himfelf  before   the  emperor  with    his    numerous 
family,  and  drefifed  in  the  fame   fheepfkin  pelice 
which  he  had  worn  in  the  deferts  of  Pelim  ;  but 
the  prince  haftily  reflored  him  the  badges  of  the 
order  of  St.  Andrew,  together   with   his  rank  of 
field-marfhal,  and  faid  to  him,  in  a  friendly  tone 
of  voice :  tc  I  hope  that,  notwithstanding  your_  ad- 
"  vanced  age,  you  may  ftill  ferve  me."  — Munich 
replied  :    cc  Since  your   majefty   has  brought  me 
«  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  called  me  from  the 
"  depths  of  a  cavern  to  admit  me  to  the  foot  of 
«  the  throne,  you  will  find  me  ever  ready  to  expofe. 


and  thence  paired  on  to  Ruma,  where  his  bravery  and  his  talent? 
obtained  him  the  rank  of  field-marfhal.  His  capital  defeft  wai 
being  too  circumftantial  and  over-nice  in  matters  of  fmall  import : 
accordingly  the  flighted  inftance  of  forgetfulnefs,  the  lead  inat- 
tention of  a  fubaltern,  threw  him  into  a  rage,  though  he  was 
prefently  after  afhamed  of  his  violence.  When  Elizabeth  had 
afcended  the  throne,  (he  fought  to  avenge  herfelf  of  Munich,  for 
having  formerly  caufed  one  of  her  lovers  to  be  put  into  pnfon. 
Being  brought  to  an  iniquitous  trial,  he  was  condemned  to  be 
quartered;  but  his  fentence  was  changed  by  the  emprefs  into 
perpetual  banifhment  in  Siberia.  He  was  followed  into  exile  by 
his  wife  and  feveral  domeflics.  He  was  allowed  but  twelve  co- 
peeks  per  day  for  the  maintenance  of  them  all,  but  he  procured 
fome  addition  to  this  allowance  by  felling  milk,  and  giving 
kfibns  in  geometry  to  the  young  people  that  came  to  his  lohtudc 
from  the  neareft  towns. 

««  my 
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"  my  life  in  your  fervice.  Neither  a  tedious  exile, 
tc  nor  the  feverity  of  a  fiberian  climate,  have  been 
*c  able  to  extinguifh,  or  even  to%  damp  the  ardour 
*c  I  have  formerly  (hewn  for  the  interefts  of  Ruffia 
u  and  the  glory  of  its  monarch  *."  —  Thus-  proving 
himfelf  fuperior  to  the  difgufts  which  might  natu- 
rally have  arifen  in  his  breaft  at  the  difgraces  he  had 
unjuftly  received,  and  at  the  fame  time  teftifying  a 
dignified  gratitude  to  the  fovereign  who  had  recalled 
him. 

Leflocq,  the  fame  to  whom  Elizabeth  in  a  great 
meafure  owed  her  elevation  to  the  throne,  and  whom 
fne  afterwards  bafely  facrifked  to  the  intrigues  of  his 
enemies,  who  only  coveted  his  property,  was  alfo 
recalled  by  Peter  III.,  and,  by  living  afterwards 
at  Peterfburg  contented  with  an  humble  medio- 
crity, proved  that  he  had  fhewn  no  lefs  docility  to 
the  leuons  of  adverfity  than  Biren  and  Munich, 

Thus  every  day  was  feen  arriving  at  Peterfburg 
fome  of  the  victims  of  the  foregoing  reign ;  and 
their  return  prefented  an  affecting  ken^  to  the 
people,  and  a  fubjeel  of  benedictions  to  the  tzar. 
The  whole  empire  refounded  with  the  praifes  of  its 
new  fovereign  ;  and  it  is  impoflible  to  defcribe  the 
admiration,  the  tranfports  of  joy,  that  it  occafioHed 
on  his  going  in  ftate  to  the  fenate,  and  reading  a 
declaration,  by  which   he   permitted  the  nobility 

*  Munich  enjoyed  the  favour  and  patronage  of  Peter  III.  and 
Catharine  II.  and  died  on  the  1 6th  of  October  1767,  in  the 
eighty-fifth  year  of  his  age. 

M  2  either 
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either  to  bear  arms  or  not,  at  their  own  difcretion, 
and  to  travel  abroad,  a  liberty  not  allowed  them 
before.  He  affranchifed  them  at  the  fame  time 
from  the  fervitude  in  which  they  had  been  held  by 
his  predeceffors.  The  nobility,  in  the  excefs  of 
their  gratitude,  would  do  no  lefs  thari  erect  to  him  a 
ftatue  of  gold:  but  this  enthufiafm  lafted  not  long  *. 
,;  A  benefit  more  effential  which  Ruffia  owes  to 
Peter  III.  was  the  abolifhment  of  that  inquifition, 
that  terrible  tribunal,  or,  as  his  fucceffor,  when  fhe 
confirmed  the  emperor's  ukafe,  veryjuftly  named 
it,  the  fecret  inquifition  chancery,  a  perfecuting 
court  that  fhunned  the  light,  in  which  every  cruelty 
of  indefinite  accufation,  and  an  examination  with- 
out judicial  forms  prevailed,  and  which  perpetrated 
fo  many  horrors  under  the  reign  of  the  fufpicious 
and  timid  Elizabeth.  Alexey  Mikhailovitch,  the 
father  of  Peter  the  great,  was  the  inftitutor  of  this 
tyrannical  tribunal,  under  the  name  of  the  fecret 
committee,  which  was  bufied  in  judging  or  rather 

*  See  the  appendix  No.  II.  at  the  end  of  the  volume.  Catha- 
rine, not  willing  to  difoblige  the  nobility,  and  being  moreover 
very  fure  that  this  ordinance  would  only  be  executed  as  far  as  (he 
pleafed,  left  it  to  fubfift  ;  in  fuch  manner,  that  if  the  nobles 
would  travel,  they  might  do  fo  of  right,  but  not  of  fact,  fince 
they  mull  aflc  permifiion  of  the  fovereign ;  and  that  princefs  did 
not  always  grant  it.  Of  this  count  Stroganof  was  a  proof. 
For  more  than  three  years  he  was  defirous  of  making  the  tour  of 
Europe ;  but  it  was  in  vain  that  he  follicited  the  confent  of  the 
emprefs  ;  who  always  gave  him  for  anfwer,  that  fhe  could  not 
difpenfe  with  him  ;  and  he  remained  at  home. 

in 
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in  condemning  all  fuch  as  were  aecufed  of  high 
treafon,  in  other  words,  whoever  was  difpleafing  to 
the  prince  or  his  informers*  Perfons  of  all  ranks 
and  fexes  were  liable  to  be  arretted  upon  the  flighted 
fufpicions,  and  tortured  in  the  moil  dreadful  man- 
ner. There  was  a  by- word,  u  Slovo  i  delo,  words 
<c  and  deeds ;"  which  if  any  one  only  pronounced 
againft  another,  was  fufficient  caufe  for  them  both 
to  be  immediately  apprehended,  and  fent  to  the 
fecret  committee,  where  the  accufer  alfo  under- 
went the  torture  if  the  aecufed  perfifted  in  his 
denial. 

But  it  ought  to  be  noticed  how  Peter  III.  came 
to  utter  thefe  two  declarations,  diftated  by  the 
moil  enlightened  notions  of  juftice,  and  the  moil 
generous  confidence.  It  mould  be  explained  how 
it  happened,  that  in  the  conduct  of  this  prince  was 
to  be  [een  fuch  an  extraordinary  mixture  of  fore- 
fight  and  forgetfulnefs,  of  dignity  and  weaknefs. 
His  defects,  his  vices,  were  the  unhappy  and  necef- 
fary  effect  of  his  education ;  his  worthy  actions 
might  charitably  be  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  the 
noble  ambition  of  doing  good :  but  this  ambition 
was  often  in  need  of  being  roufed, 

The  tzar  had,  in  quality  of  his  genera!  aide-de- 
camp, an  intimate  friend,  a  young  Ukrainer,  nameJ 
Gudovitch*,  of  whom  we  have  before  made  men- 

*  The  fame  whom  the  tzar,  while  only  grand  duke,  would 
have  made  hetman  pf  the  Kozaks  in  the  room  of  Cyril  Razu- 
mofijey. 

M  3  tion, 
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tion,  and  who,  of  all  his  courtiers,  was  the  only 
one  that  loved  him  fmcerely.      It  was  Gudovitch, 
who,  when  Peter  was  on  the  point  of  coming  to 
the  throne,  induced  him  to  follow  the  advice  of  the 
old  prince  Trubetfkoi,    rather  than  implicitly  to 
rely  on  that   of  Panin  ;  it  was  he   likewife   who 
prompted  him  to  all  thofe  prudent  and  dignified 
meafures  that  fignalized  the  fir  ft  days  of  his  reign. 
But  the   emperor,  furrounded  by  his  corrupters, 
foon  fell  back  into  his  indolence,  and  more  than 
ever  abandoned  himfelf  to  his  cuftomary  habits. 
Shut   up   for    feveral   days   fucceffively   with    his 
miftrefs  and  fome  of  his  convivial  companions,  he 
was  in  a   ftate  of  almoft    continual  intoxication, 
when  Gudovitch  prefented  himfelf  before  him,  and, 
with   a   countenance   of  ftudied   feverity,  faid   to 
him:  "  Peter   Feodorovitch,    I  now  plainly  per- 
"  ceive  that  you  prefer  to  us  the  enemies  of  your 
?f  fame.      You    are    irrecoverablv   fubfervient    to 
*c  them  ;  you  acknowledge  them  to  have  had  good 
cc  reafon  for  faying  that  you  were  more  addicted 
Ci  to  low  and  degrading  pleafures,  than  fit  to  govern 
cc  an  empire.      Is  it   thus   that  you  emulate  your 
"  vigilant  and  laborious  grandfire,  that  Peter   the 
"  great  whom  you  have  fo  often  fwore  to  take  for 
"  your  model  ?     Is  it  thus  that  you  perfevere  in 
cc  the  wife  and  noble  conduct,  by  which,   at  your 
"  acceilion   to  the  throne,   you  merited   the  love 
a  and  the  admiration  of  your  people  ?     But  that 
"  love,   that   admiration2    are    already   forgotten. 

«  They 
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u  They  are  fucceeded  by  difcontent  and  murmurs. 
"  Peterfburg  is  anxioufly  inquiring  whether  the  tzar 
*c  has  ceafed  to  live  within  its  walls  ?  The  whole 
cc  empire  begins  to  fear  that  it  has  cherifhed  only 
"  vain  expectations  of  receiving  laws  that  fhall 
"  revive  its  vigour  and  increafe  its  glory.  The 
<c  malevolent  are  alone  triumphant ;  and  foon  will 
"  the  intrigues,  the  cabals,  which  the  firfl  moments 
cc  of  your  reign  had  reduced  to  filence,  again  raife 
*c  their  heads  with  redoubled  infolence.  Shake  off 
<c  then  this  difgraceful  lethargy,  my  tzar !  haiten 
iC  to  fhew  and  to  prove,  by  fome  refplendent  a£t  of 
ct  virtue,  that  you  are  worthy  of  realifmg  thofe 
Cf  hopes  that  have  been  formed  and  cherifhed  of 
"  you." 

Peter  liftened  to  this  difcourfe  with  a  mixture  of 
confirmation  and  fhame ;  and  when  Gudovitch 
had  left  off  fpeaking,  he  afked  what  he  would  have 
him  to  do  to  compenfate  the  empire  for  the  days 
he  had  been  fpending  in  riot.  Gudovitch  in- 
ftantly  prefented  him  the  two  declarations  that  had 
been  put  into  his  hands  by  the  grand  chancellor 
Vorontzof — one  for  reftoring  the  nobility  to  their 
rights,  and  the  other  for  abolifhing  the  fecret  com- 
mittee. Peter  took  thefe  papers  without  (laving 
to  confider  of  them,  and  putting  them  under  his 
arm,  went  and  read  them  to  the  fenate. 

All  thofe  who  were  apprized  of  the  contents  of 
thefe  new  declarations  made  their  difcontentment 
give  place  to  joy,  and  fondly  imagined  that  the 

M  4  emperor 
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emperor  had  been  folely  employed,  during  his  late 
retreat,  in  framing  thefe  wife  and  falutary  laws. 

Peter  III.  undertook  alfo  to  correcl  the  numerous 
abufes  that  had  crept  into  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice,  and  to  eftablifh  fome  forms  of  jurifprudence 
more  prompt  in  deciding,  and  lefs  favourable  to 
the  arts  of  chicane  ;  but  as  an  alteration  attended 
with  fo  many  difficulties  was  not  the  work  of  a  day, 
it  was  neceffary  for  him  to  begin  by  gaining!  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  courts,  and  a  clofe  in- 
vefligation  of  their  practice.  He  repaired  to  the 
fenate  at  an  inftant  when  he  was  not  expe&ed ; 
and  finding  it  nearly  deferted,  he  fent  for  the  fena- 
tors,  and  reprefented  to  them  with  fharpnefs,  but 
with  dignity,  how  fenfible  he  was  of  their  negli- 
gence *. 

Commerce,  the  fciences,  the  arts,  were  equally 
the  obje&s  of  attention  to  the  new  tzar.  In  Ruifia 
almoft  every  department  of  the  adminiftration  is 
confided  to  a  certain  number  of  perfons,  who  form 
a  board,  to  which  is  given  the  title  of  College : 
thus  it  is  faid,  the  College  of  Commerce,  the  Col- 
lege of  Juftice,  the  College  of  War,  the  College  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  and  the  like.  Peter  III.  frequently 
yifited  thefe  colleges ;  he  aftifted  at  their  delibe- 
rations ;  he  even  fummoned   them  together  ;   and 

*  On  a  fimilar  occafion,  Peter  I.  behaved  with  fomewhat  lefs 
moderation.  He  gave  each  of  them  a  fhower  of  blows  with  his 
doubine  —  a  ftaff  that  he  always  carried  with  him,  and  which  in 
fize  vfas  not  one  of  the  fmalleft. 

though 
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though  he  might  not  enlighten  them  by  his  fagacity, 
he  at  lead  animated  them  by  his  encouragements. 

He  feemed  to  have  it  at  heart  to  induce  the 
people  to  put  confidence  in  him.  But  this  was  no 
eafy  talk  ;  for  the  people,  by  the  fuggeftion  of  the 
popes  *,  knew  that  this  prince  preferred  lutheranifm 
io  the  orthodox  greek  religion,  and  the  Germans 
to  the  Ruffians.  Neverthelefs  the  tzar,  docile  to 
the  advice  of  his  friend,  and  fedulous  to  imitate 
the  example  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  gave  eafy  audi- 
ence to  all  who  came,  received  their  petitions,  and 
took  the  pains  himfelf  to  fee  that  juftice  was  done 
them.  His  very  enemies,  therefore,  could  not  for- 
bear to  extol  a  popularity  that  reminded  them,  in 
fome  refpecls,  of  that  of  Peter  the  great. 

Peter  III.  on  his  frrft  accellion  to  the  crown,  in- 
vited the  foreign  miniilers  to  his  audience,  and  re- 
ceived their  congratulations  with  dignity.  This 
noble  and  becoming  behaviour,  In  entire  oppofition 
to  the  idea  they  had  aimed  all  formed  of  this  prince, 
exceedingly  furprifed  them :  but  what  aftonifhed 
them  Mill  more  was,  that  in  a  fplehdxd  repaft  which 
he  gave  them,. he  was  very  referved  in  his  difcourfe, 
and  drank  with  moderation!.     In  fhort,  the  Ruf- 

*  All  theparifh  priefts-'in  RuiTia  are  called  popes.  The  pope 
pf  fuch  a  church,  village,  See,. 

•£  His  enemies,  always  faithful  to  their  plan  of  calumny,  ftu- 
dioufiy  prorogated,  both  within  and  without  the  empire,  the 
feport  that  this  prince  was  almoft  perpetually  in  a  flate  of 
inebriety. 

fians 
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fians  and  foreigners  vied  with  each  other  in  ad- 
miring a  change  which  they  could  fcarcely  credit. 
Even  the  court  of  Vienna  for  fome  time  fecurely 
repofed  in  the  intentions  of  the  new  tzar.  Maria 
Therefa  flattered  herfelf  that  the  death  of  Elizabeth 
would  not  totally  diflblve  the  alliance  that  fubfifted 
between  the  two  empires :  but  me  was  deceived 
in  her  expectations. 

It  was  impoflible  for  Peter  III.  to  diflemble  j 
and  of  all  the  fentiments  he  entertained,  that 
which  he  was  leaft  able  to  conceal  was  his  en- 
thufiafm  for  the  king  of  Pruffia.  He  fet  at  liberty 
all  the  pruffian  prifoners  that  were  confined  at 
Petersburg,  and  admitted  them  to  his  table.  One 
of  them,  whom  he  •  treated  with  the  greatefl  de- 
ference, was  the  count  de  Hordt,  a  fwedifh  officer, 
who  had  entered  into  the  fervice  of  Frederic,  and 
whom  Elizabeth  had  detained  three  years  in  exile*. 
The  tzar  took  him  into  his  confidence,  made  him 
his  friend,  and  the  king  of  Pruflia  was  almoft 
always  the  topic  of  their  converfation. 

*  Count  de  Hordt,  lieutenant-general  of  the  Pruffian  troops, 
was  made  prifoner  by  the  Ruffians  after  the  battle  of  Cuftrin, 
Elizabeth  fent  him  into  banifhment  in  revenge  for  the  treatment 
of  a  ruffian  officer,  whom  the  king  of  Pruffia  had  caufed  to  be 
broke  alive  on  the  wheel,  for  forming  a  plot  of  revolt,  and  me- 
ditating to  maflacre  the  garrifon  of  Cuftrin,  where  he  was  kept 
prifoner.  When  Hordt  appeared  before  Peter  III.  and  related 
to  him,  that,  independently  of  the  ill-treatment  he  had  received 
in  prifon,  he  had  been  denied  the  ufe  of  books  ;  Catharine,  who 
was  orefent,  exclaimed  ;   "  That  was  very  barbarous. " 

3  He 
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He  but  rarely  invited  the  foreign  miniflers  to  his 
court,  excepting  the  pruflian  envoy  and  Mr.  Keith, 
the  britifh  ambaifador  ;  which  rendered  his  coolnefs 
the  more  difagreeable  to  the  reft.  Peter  had  long 
kept  up  a  clofe  correfpondence  with  Frederic,  whom 
he  addrelfed  in  his  letters  under  no  other  ftyle  than 
his  dear  brother  or  his  worthy  mailer.  He  reminded 
him  in  one  of  them,  that,  previous  to  his  being 
elected  grand  duke,  he  had  had  the  honour  of  ferving 
in  his  army  ;  and  went  fo  far  as  to  pray  him  to  grant 
him  a  higher  rank. 

The  king  of  PrufTia  very  dexteroufly  took  advan- 
tage of  the  friendfhip  of  the  tzar.  He  gave  him  not 
immediately  the  rank  he  follicited,  that  he  might 
increafe  his  avidity  for  it :  but  after  fome  time  had 
elapfed,  wrote  him  word,  that  he  had  appointed 
him  major-general,  not  on  account  of  his  quality  as 
a  prince,  but  folely  becaufe  of  the  m^fiary  fkill  he 
knew  him  to  pofTefs.  This  pretended  favour  filled 
Peter  with  joy.  His  fafcination  for  the  king  of 
Pruffia  now  became  ftronger  than  ever.  Pie  caufed 
the  portrait  of  that  monarch  to  be  placed  in  his 
chamber*,  and  celebrated  this  inauguration,  and 

*  It  was  a  portrait  which  count  Tottlebcn  had  made  aprefent 
of  to  the  erriprefs  Elizabeth,  who  had  difmiffed  it  into  an  obfeure 
corner  of  the  palace  ;  and  during  the  whole  of  her  reign  nobody 
might  keep  a  portrait  of  the  king  of  Prirffia.  The  grand  duke 
alone  had  a  miniature,  which  he  wore  on  his  finger  in  a  ring, 
arjd  which  he  took  care  to  conceal  when  he  was  in  the  prefence 
pf  his  aunt. 

the 
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the  glory  he  had  acquired  in  being  admitted  to  a 
rank  at  Berlin,  by  a  fplendid  repaft,  in  which  he 
forgot  that  temperance  which  he  had  for  fome  time 
obferved. 

If  Peter's  infatuation  for  the  king  of  Pruflia  had 
not  been  complete,  he  might  have  been  Corrected  of 
it  by  fome  leffons  he  received  from  his  own  fubjects. 
To  mention  but  one :  —  "  Do  you  know/7  faid  he 
one  day  to  the  hetman  Razumofsky  ;  "  do  you 
cc  know  that,  before  I  was  grand  duke,  I  was  lieu- 
"  tenant  in  the  fervice  of  the  king  of  Pruflia  ?"  — 
<c  Well !"  replied  the  kozak,  "  your  majefty  may 
u  now  make  the  king  of  PrufTia  a  field-marfhal." 

The  pruflian  afcendant  was  not  only  difpleafing 
to  the  generality  of  the  courtiers  and  to  fome  of  the 
foreign  minifters,  but  the  alterations  introduced  by 
the  tzar  did  not  meet  with  univerfal  approbation. 
Some  of  trjfci  even  created  him  a  great  number  of 
enemies,  and  evinced  that  if  he  had  fometimes  good 
intentions,  he  was  deficient  in  judgment,  and  efpe- 
cially  in  that  energy  of  character  fo  neceffary  for  the 
ruler  of  a  nation.  Together  with  the  wifeft  plans 
he  often  adopted  fuch  as  were  ufelefs,  and  others 
that  were  even  dangerous.  The  defire  of  making 
improvements  made  him  imprudently  hazard  pre- 
mature reformations. 

Peter  took  the  vaft  porTefTions  of  the  church,  and 
made  them  into  domains  of  the  crown,  putting  the 
clergy  on  yearly  falaries,  but  forming  a  very  decent 
income,  of  five  thoufand  down  to  a  hundred  and 

fifty 
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fifty  rubles.  It  was,  undoubtedly,  jufl  and  bene- 
ficial to  diminifh  the  wealth  of  the  monks,  and  to 
attack  prejudices  injurious  to  the  ftate ;  but  at  the 
commencement  of  a  reign  againft  which  prepof- 
feflions  had  long  been  formed,  in  a  nation  funk  in 
fuperftition,  and  jufl  beginning  to  emerge  from  bar- 
barian, was  it  expedient  to  irritate  a  numerous  clafs 
of  men,  who  by  their  fituation  had  fo  much  in- 
fluence over  the  reft  ?  Was  it  expedient  to  take 
from  the  churches  the  figures  of  the  faints,  which 
to  the  Ruffians  are  the  objects  of  profound  vene- 
ration ?  Was  it  expedient  to  excite  the  facred  rage 
of  the  devotees  by  banifhing  the  archbifhop  of 
Novgorod,  who  flood  forth  againft  this  violation  ? 
Surely  not :  and  yet  this  was  what  Peter  did ;  but 
he  found  himfelf  fuddenly  obliged  to  recall  that 
prelate :  and  by  this  additional  inftance  of  weaknefs 
he  revived  the  hopes  of  his  enemies,  and  did  not 
pacify  the  offended  popes.  They  fpread  a  report 
from  one  end  of  the  empire  to  the  other,  that  the 
emperor  had  only  feigned  to  embrace  the  greek 
communion  to  qualify  himfelf  for  filling  the  throne, 
but  that  he  was  ftill  a  lutheran  at  heart,  of  which 
he  was  every  day  giving  frefh  proofs  by  mewing  a 
profound  contempt  for  the  rites,  the  ceremonies, 
and  the  religion  of  the  Ruffians. 

To  corroborate  thefe  reports,  the  people  were 
reminded,  that  he  had  caufed  to  be  built,  in  his 
palace  at  Oranienbaum,  a  lutheran  chapel,  at  the 
folemn  confecration  whereof  he  himfelf  had  affifted, 

diftributing 
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diftributing  with  his  own  hands  hymn-books  among 
his  hoiftein  foldiers,  though  he  had  not  deigned  to 
fet  his  foot  in  a  greek  church  that  was  conftrufted 
about  the  fame  time.  It  was  faid  that  he  had  again 
infulted  the  faints,  in  naming  two  of  his  ncwly-con- 
ftru&ed  (hips,  one  from  his  uncle,  the  Prince 
George,  and  the  other  the  Frederic,  after  the  king 
of  Pruffia*.  It  was  induftrioufly  propagated,  that 
he  never  fpoke  but  with  difdain  of  the  ruffian  empire, 
and  never  mentioned  the  Germans  but  with  refpectr. 
All  thefe  reports,  circulated  with  artifice,  foon  alie- 
nated from  the  prince  thofe  hearts  which  the  firfl 
days  of  his  reign  had  won  him. 

While  his  adverfaries  were  thus  eafily  rendering 
him  fo  fufpecled  of  the  people,  he  himfelf  was 
feemingly  taking  pains  to  offend  the  army.  He  was 
continually  (hewing  preferences  to  the  german 
foldiers  c^ver  the  ruffian  troops.  He  difbanded  the 
noble  guards,  who  had  formerly  placed  Elizabeth  on 
the  throne ;  he  deprived  the  horfe  guards  of  the 
fervice  they  performed  at  court,  and  fubftituted  his 
holftein  guards  in  their  place.  He  introduced  the 
pruffian  exercife,  which  was  undoubtedly  better 
than  that  to  which  they  had  been  accuftomed,  but 
which  difpleafed  becaufe  it  was  null  to  be  learned  j 

*  Catharine,  who  knew  how  to  flatter  the  people,  changed  the 
names  of  thefe  two  mips.  The  one  was  called  the  St.  Nicholas, 
the  other  the  St.  Alexander.  Their  holy  patrons,  however,  did 
not  fave  them  from  the  Turks  in  the  war  of  1768  ;  they  were 
both  taken. 

he 
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he  excited  difcontents  in  the  regiments  of  Ifmailof 
and  Preobajenfky,  by  ordering  one  part  to  leave 
St.  Peterfburg,  and  march  into  Pomerania,  to  join 
the  army  he  had  deftined  to  act  againfl  Denmark. 
He  raifed  his  uncle,  prince  George  of  Holftein,  an 
officer  of  but  little  experience,  to  the  rank  of 
generaliflimo  of  the  ruffian  armies,  giving  him  at 
the  fame  time  the  particular  command  of  the  horfe 
guards  —  a  command  which  had  hitherto  never 
belonged  to  any  one  but  the  fupreme  head  of  the 
empire.  In  fhort,  he  fo  far  prejudiced  his  troops 
againft  him,  that  the  moft  beneficial  alteration  oc- 
cafioned  a  general  difcontent.  It  was  even  made  a 
fubjecl:  of  murmur,  that  he  defigned  to  diftinguifh 
the  regiments  by  different  facings  and  collars  #.  — 
It  was  faid  to  be  a  german  fafhion,  not  proper  for 
RuiTia. 

But  that  which  difpleafed  all  parties  at  once  was, 
the  declared  intention  of  Peter  III.  to  retake  by 
force  of  arms  the  duchy  of  Schlefvig,  on  which  the 
kings  of  Denmark  had  feized  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
dukes  of  Holftein.  The  moment  for  undertaking 
this  war  was  certainly  by  no  means  favourable ;  but, 
to  enable  us  to  judge  whether  the  motives  of  Peter 
deferved  to  be  condemned,  it  will  be  neceflary  to 
recollect  on  what  his  pretenfions  were  founded. 

*  It  has  b,een  falfely  aflertecj  that  Peter  III.  wanted  to  intro- 
duce In  Ruffia  the  bine  colour  inftead  of  green  in  the  clothing  of 
the  troops  :  he  changed  nothing  but  this  trimmings  and  the 
facings  of  the  uniform  pf  the  infantry* 

The 
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The  king  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  Frederic  II. 
who  reigned  about  the  middle  of  the  fixteenth 
century,  pofTefled,  independently  of  his  kingdom, 
the  duchies  of  Holftein  and  Schlefvig,  and  was  de- 
firous  that  at  his  death  his  three  fons  mould  fhare 
thefe  duchies  between  them.  Chriftian  III.,  who 
reigned  immediately  after  him,  had  therefore  one 
part,  prince  John  another,  and  prince  Adolphus, 
the  primitive  flock  of  the  houfe  of  Holflein-Gottorp^ 
took  pofleflion  of  the  reft. 

Thefe  three  princes,  united  alike  by  blood  and 
friendfhip,  agreed  to  govern  Holftein  and  Schlefvig 
in  common  ;  and  this  convention  Was  not  diffolved, 
even  by  the  death  of  John,  who  left  no  pofterity. 
But  the  defendants  of  the  two  others,  to  whom 
the  fame  conditions  were  prefcribed,  would  not  all 
ccndefcend  to  fubmit  to  them.  The  kings  of 
Denmark,  more  powerful  than  the  dukes  of  Hol- 
ftein, were  perpetually  feeking  means  to  opprefs 
them,  and  at  laft  made  themfelves  mafters  of 
Schlefvig.  The  dukes  protefted,  and  in  vain  had 
recourfe  to  arms  againft  this  ufurpation.  After 
fucceflive  quarrels  that  lafted  upwards  of  a  century, 
they  were  both  defeated  of  their  claims  upon 
Schlefvig  by  a  treaty  concluded  in  1720,  under  the 
mediation  of  England  and  France. 

Duke  Charles  of  Holftein,  who  married,  a  few 
years  after,  that  is,  in  1726,  one  of  the  daughters  of 
tzar  Peter  I.  and  who  was  the  father  of  Peter  III. 
flattered  himfelf  at  firft  that  Ruffia  would  oblige  the 

Danes 
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Danes  to  reftore  to  him  that  part  of  his  patrimony 
which  they  retained ;  but  on  the  death  of 
Catharine  I.  all  thefe  expectations  vanifhed. 

On  the  26th  of  May  1732,  the  emperor 
Charles  VI.  and  the  king  of  Denmark  entered  into 
a  treaty,  to  which  the  tzaritza  Anne  acceded,  fanc- 
tioning  the  fpoliation  of  the  duke  of  Kolftein,  by 
charging  the  king  of  Denmark  to  pay  him,  Within 
the  fpace  of  two  years,  a  million  of  crowns ;  at  the 
fame  time  requiring  the  duke  of  Holflein  to 
accept  this  payment  at  the  term  prefcribed,  other- 
wife  the  danim  monarch  to  be  affranchifed  from  all 
compenfation. 

The  duke  of  Holftem  condantly  rejected  the 
treaty  and  the  payment  that  was  offered.  In  which 
his  example  was  followed  by  his  fon  Peter  III.  and 
it  was  in  order  to  do  himfelf  juftice  on  this  head, 
that,  on  his  acceffion  to  the  throne  of  Ruffia,  he 
began  great  preparations  againfl  the  king  of  Den- 
mark. But  thefe  preparations  were  not  lefs  ill — 
directed  than  unfeafonably  undertaken*  Peter  III. 
who  was  more  apt  to  follow  the  emotions  of  his 
heart  than  the  dictates  of  reafon,  and  was  blindly 
attached  to  the  hetman  Cyril  Razumofsky,  ignorant 
as  he  was  of  his  treachery,  offered  him  the  com- 
mand of  his  army.  The  hetman  artfully  eluded  this 
offer  by  a  witticifm,  which  might  have  opened  th$ 
eyes  of  the  tzar  on  the  dangers  of  his  enterprife : 
<c  Your  majefty,"  faid  he,  "  mud  then  give  me  a 

vol.  i,  n  "  fecond 
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<f  fecond  army  to  drive  forward  that  which  I  am  to 
"  command." 

The  king  of  Pruffia,  whom  Peter  III.  informed, 
with  fcrupuious  care,  of  all  that  he  was  doing, 
frequently  gave  him  advice.  His  firfl  ftep  was  to 
diffuade  him  from  the  plans  of  hoflility  he  was 
meditating  againft  Denmark,  in  order,  to  recover 
his  dukedom  of  Holftein :  but  feeing  that  he  could 
not  induce  him  to  alter  his  refolution,  he  advifed 
him,  previous  to  his  entering  on  the  war,  to  go  and 
be  crowned  at  Mofco,  with  all  the  cuftomary  pomp 
and  ceremony,  and  not  to  fet  out  on  his  march  for  the 
army  without  taking  with  him  the  foreign  minifters, 
and  all  the  Ruffians  whofe  fidelity  he  had  reafon  to. 
fufpect.  He  alfo  recommended  him  not  to  begin  too 
foon  to  touch  the  pofTefiions  of  the  church,  and  not  to 
meddle  with  the  drefs  of  the  monks,  as  all  thefe 
minute  particulars  are  of  the  utinoft  confequence  in 
the  eyes  of  a  bigoted  race.  In  fhort,  he  ufed  every 
argument  to  perfuade  him  to  keep  up  that  deference 
and  refpecl  which  he  owed  to  his  fpoufe,  and  efpe- 
cially  for  his  own  fecurity  *. 

It 

*  Peter  III.  was  fo  remote  from  all  miftruft,  that  lie  anfwered 
the  king  of  Pruflia :  —  "  In  regard  to  the  concern  you  take  in 
"  my  fafety,  I  befeech  you  to  give  yourfelf  no  uneafinefs.  The 
"  foldicrs  call  me  their  father  ;  they  fay  that  they  had  rather  bs 
"  governed  by  a  man  than  a  woman.  I  take  my  walks  alone 
"  about  the  ftreets  of  Peterfburg  ;  if  any  one  defigned  po  do  me 
4<  haroij  he  would  have  executed  his  purpofe  long  ago  :   but  I  am 

(i  continually 
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It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  Frederic,  who  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  character  of  Peter  and 
that  of  Catharine,  had  long  forefeen  what  hap- 
pened afterwards.  Accordingly,  writing  to  his 
minider  to  continue  to  live  in  intimacy  with  the 
tzar,  he  gives  him  orders  to  pay  great  attentions  to 
the  emprefs. 

However,  Peter  unhappily  thought  it  not  ne- 
ceflary  to  follow  in  all  things  the  le(Tons  of  the 
monarch  whom  he  flyled  his  matter.  He  infenfibly 
refumed  his  vicious  habits ;  frequently  paiTing  the 
whole  day  in  drinking  and  fmoaking  amidd  a 
company  of  bafe  courtiers,  who,  for  the  mod  part, 
were  eagerly  feeking  his  ruin,  and  perfidioufly  ap- 
plauding his  fantaflical  humours  and  his  moil  dan- 
gerous innovations. 

His  behaviour  to  his  fpoufe  was  equally  incon- 
fiftent.  At  the  very  moment  when  he  was  doing 
homage  to  the  fuperiority  of  her  mind,  he  would 
let  flip  fome  plain  intimations  of  the  indignation  his 
wrongs  had  infpired  into  his  bread.  In  the  mod 
facred  and  pompous  ceremonies  of  the  ruffian 
church,  fuch,  for  example,  as  the  benediction  of  the 
waters *,  he  made  her  appear  adorned  with  all  the 

marks 


"  continually  doing  good  on  all  occafions  that  offer,  and  I  truft  in 
**  the  protection  of  God  alone ;  with  that  I  have  nothing  to 
"  fear." 

*  The  greek  church  has  fome  fimilarity  with  the  latin  in  point 
of  ceremonies,  but   exceeds  it,  which  is  not  faying  a  little,  in 

n  2  fuperftitious 
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marks  of  imperial  dignity,  while  he  was  content  td 
follow  her  train  as  a  fimple  colonel,  as  if  he  in- 
tended 


fuperftitious  rites.     Among  others,  for  example,  annually  on  the 
6th  of  January,  twelfth-day,  as  it  is  called  with  us,  a  fingular  feaft 
is  folemnized,  denominated  by  the  Ruffians    the  blefling  of  the 
waters.     For  this  ceremony  at  St.  Petersburg,  a  fort  of  wooden 
chapel  or  tabernacle,  painted  green  and  (hick  about  with  boughs 
of  fir,  is  conftrucied  on   the  ice  of  the  Neva,  between  the  Ad- 
miralty and  the  imperial  palace.     This  little  building  is  covered 
with  a  dome,  refting  on  eight  fmall  columns,  on  which  Pands  the 
figure  of  John  the  baptift  with  the  crofs  in  his  hand,  amidft.  bul- 
rufhes;   the  in  fide  of  the  edifice  being  decorated  with  paintings 
reprefenting  the  baptifm  of  Jefus,  his  transfiguration,  and  other 
tranfaelions  of  his  life.     From  the  centre  of  the  dome  is  fuf- 
pencled  by  a  chain  a  monflrous  large  holy-ghoft  of  wood  over  the 
i'pertu-re  in  the  ice,  round  which  are  fpread  rich  carpets.     This 
little  temple   is  entirely  furrounded  with  palifadoes,  which  are 
alio  ornamented  with  fir-branches  :   the  fpace  within  being  like- 
wife  covered  with  carpets.     A  fort  of  gallery  round  the  building  - 
communicates  with  a  window   of  the  palace,  from  which  the 
imperial  family  come  forth  to  attend  the  ceremony.     (For  feveral 
years  pail  the   emprefs  and   her  grandehildren  only  faw  the  fo- 
lemnity  from  the  windows  of  the  palace.)   The  ceremony  begins 
immediately  when  the  regiments  of  guards  have  taken  their  ifation 
on  the  river.     Then  the  archbiihop  appears  amid  the  found  of 
church  bells  and  the  firing  of  the  cannon  of  the  fortrefs,  and  pro- 
ceeds along  the  carpets,  attended  by  his  train  of  bifhops  and  other 
eccltfiaflics,  into  this  little  church,  where,  ftanding  at  the  hole  in 
the  ice,  he  dips  his  crucifix  three  times  in  the  water,  at  the  fame 
time  repeating  prayers,   and  concludes  with  a  particular  one  to 
the  great  faint  Nicholas ;  which  done,   the   water  is  accounted 
bleffed.     The  prelate  then  fprinkles  with   it  all  the  furrounding 
multitude,  and  the  banners  of  all  the  regiments  which  are  at  that 

time 
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tended  to  {hew  to  his  people,  that  (he  was  born  to 
reign,  and  he  to  obey.  Even  at  court  he  would 
often  leave  her  to  execute  the  whole  of  the  repre- 
ientation ;  while  he,  dreffed  in  the  uniform  of  his 
regiment,  refpeclfully  came  and  reprefented  to  her 
his  officers,  whom  he  called  his  comrades.  Peter  the 
great  had  formerly  done  the  like  with  Catharine  I. 
and  his  minifter  Mentchikof ;  but  Peter  the  great 
knew  how,  whenever  he  had  occafion  to  difplay 
the  emperor,  to  employ  means  which  Peter  III. 
had  nor. 

However,  the  apparent  favour  of  the  emprefs 
was  not  of  long  duration.  No  fooner  did  the  tzar 
think  himfelf  well  fettled  on  the  throne,  than  he  no 
longer  concealed  his  indifference,  and  fometimes 
«ven  made  her  experience  it  in  a  very  humiliating 
manner.  At  the  time  of  the  celebration  of  the 
peace  that  had  juft  been  figned  with  the  king 
of  PruiTia,  Peter,  who,  during  the  exhibition  of 
the  fireworks,  was  feated  by  the  fide  of  Catharine, 
on  feeing  the  countefs  Vorontzof,  his  miftrefs,  pafs 


time  iu  Peterlburg.  The  confecration  ended,  he  retires  ;  and 
row  the  people  prefs  in  crowds  to  the  hole  in  the  ice,  where  they 
drink  it  with  pious  avidity  :  mothers,  jiotwithltanding  the  cold, 
d;p  their  naked  babes  in  the  dream,  and  men  anxl  women  pour  it 
on  their  heads  ;  every  <3ne  holds  it  a  duty  to  take  home  a  viel&l 
of  the  water,  in  order  to  purify  their  haufes,  and  for  the  cure  of 
certain  difeafes,  for  which  it  is  affirmed  to  be  a  powerful  fpecific. 
During  which  four  popts,  one  at  each  corner  of  the  aperture, 
chant  a  fort  of  litany  for  the  occafion, 

N  3  by, 
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by,  called  to  her,  and  made  her  fit  down  befide  him : 
Catharine  immediately  retired,  without  any  en- 
deavour to  detain  her  being  vouchsafed  on  the  part 
of  her  hufband. 

The  fame  evening,  at  fupper,  he  drank  the 
health  of  prince  George  of  Holftein  ;  at  which  all 
the  company  role  up,  excepting  Catharine,  who 
pretended  to  have  got  a  hurt  in  her  foot.  Peter, 
irritated  that  the  emprefs  fhould  affect  to  fail  in  the 
refpect  which  fhe  owed  to  her  uncle,  launched  at 
her  an  epithet,  which,  whether  or  not  fhe 'deferved, 
the  emperor  ought  to  have  fpared  his  fpoufe. 
Catharine  was  fo  mortified  that  fhe  could  not  refrain 
from  weeping,  and  fpoke  for  fome  time,  in  a  low 
voice,  of  this  affront  to  her  chamberlain  StroganoP, 
whom  fhe  had  again  the  vexation  to  fee  almofl  im- 
mediately  put  under  arrefl.  But  her  tears  interefled 
the  fpe&ators,  as  the  harifmefs  of  Peter  excited, 
their  indignation. 

It  was  by  fcenes  of  this  nature  that  the  emprefs 
felt  her  hopes  revive.  She  faw  that  fhe  fhould  foon 
get  the  better  of  the  tzar,  by  oppofmg  to  his  flights 
and  imprudent  rudenefs,  great  circumfpe&ion  and 
the  arts  of  addrefs.  She  now  made  it  her  fole 
employment  to  gain  thofe  hearts  which  he  was  lofing. 
Inftrucled  from  her  infancy  in  the  arts  of  difTimu- 
lation,  it  was  not  difficult  for  her  to  affect,  in  the 
fight  of  the  multitude,  fentiments  the  mod  foreign 

*  Baron    Stroganof  pcified    for   one     of    the    favourites  of 
Catharine. 

to 
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to  her  mind.  The  pupil  of  the  philofophers  now 
put  on  the  air  of  a  bigot :  fhe  feduloufly  repaired 
every  day  to  the  churches  of  Petersburg,  praying 
with  all  the  femblance  of  a  fmcere  and  fervent  de- 
votion, punctual  in  the  mod  fuperititious  practices 
of  the  greek  religion,  accofting  the  poor  with  be- 
nignity, and  treating  the  popes  with  reverence ; 
who  failed  not  afterwards  to  go  proclaiming  her 
praifes  from  houfe  to  houfe. 

In  the  apartments  of  the  palace,  the  way  of  life 
purfued  by  this  married  couple  was  not  lefs  dif- 
ferent. While  Peter  III.  was  fliut  up  with  the 
countefs  Vorontzof,  Mr.  Keith,  fome  pruflian  offi- 
cers, and  others  of  his  favourites ;  while  he  was  fo 
far  forgetful  of  his  rank  as  to  live  familiarly  with 
buffoons,  and  to  make  them  at  times  fit  at  table 
with  him*,  the  emprefs  kept  her  court  with  fuch 
a  mixture  of  dignity  and  affability  as  charmed  all 
thofe  that  approached  her  ;  me  particularly  made  it 
her  fludy  to  attract  to  her  fuch  perfous  as,  by  their 
reputation,  their  courage,  or  their  intrigues.,  might 
become  ufeful  to  her. 

By  thefe  acts  of  imprudence  the  tzar  difpleafed 
not  only  the  greater  part  of  the  Ruffians,  but  al- 
moft  all  the  agents  from  the  foreign  courts.  The 
minifter  of  Denmark  never  appeared  before  him, 

*  One  evening  among  others,  after  the  play,  at  the  countefs 
Narifhkin's,  he  caufed  the  comedians  to  fit  down  promifcuoufly 
with  the  ladies  and  grandees  of  the  court,  and  feated  befide  him 
a  dancer,  whom  he  called  his  little  wife, 

K  4     •  but 
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but  he  was  fure  to  meet  with  fome  difagreeable  be* 

haviour  ;  that  of  Auflria  was  always  accofted  with 

coolnefs ;    and  even  the  ambaiTador  of  France  *, 

who  had   enjoyed  fuch  high  confideration  during 

the  late  reign,   was  prefently  made  to  perceive  that 

the  intentions  of  Peter  III.  were  not  more  favourable 

towards   the   court  of  Verfailles  than  to   that   of 

Vienna  f. 

Peter 

*  It  was  M.  de  Breteutl,  who  fucceeded  M.  dc  PHopital. 
When  Peter  concluded  a  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  with  Frederic* 
there  was  certainly  nothing  blarneable  in  his  enthufiaftical  at- 
tachment to  one  of  the  mo'ft  extraordinary  characters  of  modem 
hiftory  ;  only  in  many  difplays  of  this  attachment  and  admiration, 
we  do  not  difcern  the  autocratic  monarch  of  a  mighty  empire. 
If  Peter,  on  one  hand,  put  a  ftop  to  the  flaughter  and  ravages 
of  war,  and  in  their  (lead  reftored  tranquillity  and  the  blefnngS 
of  peace  ;  yet,  on  the  other,  he  only  began  with  more  violence,. 
and  contrary  to  the  advice  of  all  experienced  perfons,  his  long- 
concerted  hoftilities  againft  Denmark,  which,  according  to  hi* 
plan,  were  to  proceed  to  a  real  war  of  extermination,  as  it  was 
his  determination  to  drive  Frederic  V.  out  of  all  his  european 
territories,  and  confine  him  to  the  dominion  of  Tranquebar. 

•f  Peter  gave  proofs  of  this  on  every  occafion.  When  the, 
model  of  the  new  rubles  was  (hewn  him  for  his  approbation,  per- 
ceiving that  the  artifl  had  reprefented  him  with  a  large  wig  of 
monftrous  curls  flowing  down  his  moulders,  he  exclaimed  that  he 
would  not  have  fuch  a  head-drefs  as  that ;  it  would  make  him  look 
like  the  king  of  France.  Supping  one  evening  with  the  gran4 
chancellor  Vorontzof,  where  the  foreign  minifters  were  invited, 
the  tzar  kept  inceffantly  talking  of  the  king  of  Prufiia  all  fupper- 
time.  He  was  acquainted  with  all  his  campaigns,  even  to  the 
minuted  particulars.  He  harangued  upon  them  with  delight, 
always  accompanying  the  encomiums  he  lavilhed  on  his  hero  with 

farcaitical 


J762.]  EMPRESS    CATHARINE    II.  l%$ 

Peter  III.  had  already  come  to  the  refolution  of 

4 

putting  an  end  to  hoftilities  againfl  Frederic  by  a  fe- 
parate  peace,  and  an  offenfive  and  defenfive  alliance. 
To  this  end,  he  fent  Gudovitch  into  Germany,  on 
pretence  of  announcing  the  event  of  his  acceffion  to 
the  throne  to  his  brother-in-law,  the  prince  of  Anhait 
Zerbft  5  giving  fecret  orders  at  the  fame  time  to 
Gudovitch,  on  his  return,  to  take  Breflau  in  his 


farcaftical  and  ironical  inve&ives  againfl  his  enemies.  He  rofe 
from  table  after  having  drank  greatly  too  much;  then  the  punch 
that  he  took,  and  the  tobacco  that  he  fmoaked,  it  is  faid,  com- 
pleted his  intoxication.  A  party  at  cards  was  propofed  ;  the 
emperor  accepted  it,  and  was  one  of  the  firft  who  loll  againfl  the 
french  ambaffador.  Then,  feeing  the  fpanifh  minifter,  M.  d'AI- 
modovar,  who  had  taken  his  place,  he  went  up  to  the  former  and 
faid  in  his  ear,  alluding  to  the  war  againfl:  the  Englifh  :  ((  Spain 
"  will  lofe."  —  "I  think  not,"  returned  the  Frenchman  ;  u  we 
"  are  on  her  fide,  and  me  has  fhewn  herfelf  formidable  even 
■'  when  alone."  —  The  emperor,  with  a  (hrug  and  a  fncering 
fmile,  only  faid,  "  Ah  i  ah!"  — (<  However,  fir,"  anfwered 
the  ambaffador  gravely,  "  France  and  Spain  are  very  eafy  on 
"  that  fcore  :  and  if  they  retain  the  alliance  of  your  majefty,  they 
*l  will  be  equally  fo  in  regard  to  the  war  on  the  continent  and 
"  with  Germany."  —  Peter  paufed  for  a  moment,  and  then 
anfwered  in  a  hiVh  tone  of  voice  :  "  I  will  have  peace."  ■— 
**  We  wifh  for  it  as  much  as  your  majefty,"  replied  the  ambaffa- 
dor ;  "  but  we  would  have  it  fafe,  honourable,  and  in  concert 
?c  with  our  allies."  — "  Juft  as  you  pleafe,"  exclaimed  the 
tzar :  "  for  me,  I  will  have  peace  :  do  afterwards  as  you 
u  think  proper."  This  anecdote  was  related  by  M.  de  Btetetril 
Jiimfelf;  but  it  does  not  prove,  it  mould  feem,  that  the  tzar  wes 
quite,  fo  drunk  as  that  minifter  pretended. 

way, 
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way,  for  communicating  his  intentions  to  the  king  of 
Prufiia.  Frederic  eagerly  accepted  the  offers  of  a 
prince  who  facrificed  to  him  all  the  benefit  he  might 
obtain  from  the  war  ;  for  the  Ruffians  were  already 
matters  of  royal  Prufiia,  and  the  courts  of  Vienna 
and  Verfailles  had  guaranteed  the  poffefTion  of  it 
to  the  emprefs  Elizabeth.  Not  fatisfied  yet  with 
evacuating  Prufiia,  Peter  III.  prefently  refolved  to 
enable  Frederic  to  extricate  himfelf  out  of  all  his 
difficulties,  and  to  procure  an  honourable  peace : 
afking  in  return  for  fo  many  advantages,  no  more 
than  the  friendfhip  of  the  prufiian  monarch,  and  an 
aid  of  fix  thoufand  men  againfl  the  Danes. 

The  tzar,  being  of  a  character  little  fitted  to  wait 
the  flow  produce  of  a  joint  negotiation,  thus  gave 
way  to  his  ardent  defires  for  peace,  and  to  the  fen- 
timents  of  that  extravagant  admiration  which  he 
had  conceived  for  the  king  of  Prufiia.  A  fufpen* 
fion  of  hoftilities  was  concluded  between  them  on 
the  1 6th  of  March ;  and  it  was  followed  not  long 
after  *  by  a  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance.  Nothing 
was  flipulated  by  the -tzar  in  favour  of  his  former 
confederates,  whom  he  entirely  abandoned.  He 
even  agreed  to  join  his  troops  to  thofe  of  the  king 
of  Prufiia  to  act  againfl  them.  In  a  little  time  a 
ruffian  army  was  feen  in  conjunction  with  one  of 
Prufiia,  to  drive  out  of  Silefia  thofe  Auflrians  who 
had  been  a  few  months  before  brought  into  that 
province  by  the  ruffian  arms. 

*  May  the  5th. 

This 
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This  was  a  miraculous  turn  of  affairs.  Fortune, 
who  had  fo  long  abandoned  the  king  of  Pruffia  to 
his  genius,  after  having  perfecuted  him  for  near 
five  years,  and  overpowered  him  with  the  whole 
weight  of  her  anger,  at  length  made  amends  by  a 
fudden  turn,  and  did  for  him,  at  one  ftroke,  the 
only  thing  by  which  he  could  porTibly  be  faved. 

Sweden,  who  after  me  recovered  her  liberty, 
loft  her  political  importance,  and  for  a  long  time 
acted  entirely  under  the  direction  of  ruffian  coun- 
cils, followed,  on  this,  as  on  other  occafions,  the 
example  of  the  court  of  Petersburg,  and  figned  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  king  of  Pruffia  on  the  2  2d 
of  May. 

In  order  to  account  for  whatever  was  not  the 
refult  of  mere  perfonal  character  in  this  extraor- 
dinary revolution  of  politics  in  RufHa,  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  remind  the  reader,  that  the  tzar  Peter 
the  Third  was  duke  of  Holftein  ;  and  that  the  dukes 
of  Holftein  had  pretenfions  to  the  duchy  of  Sch  lei  vig. 
Thefe  pretenfions  were  compromifed  by  a  treaty  in 
1732.  But  as  the  ceflion  made  by  the  houfe  of 
Holftein  in  this  treaty  was  the  effect  of  neccfTity,  it 
had  been  always  apprehended  that  fhe  would  make 
life  of  the  firft  fafe  opportunity  of  reclaiming  her 
ancient  rights.  The  tzar  feized  eagerly  on  the 
great  one,  which  the  poffeflion  of  the  whole  ruffian 
power  afforded  him,  and  he  refolved  to  enter  into 
an  immediate  war  for  this  object,  to  which  his  pre- 
dilection for  his  native  country  gave  in  his  eyes 

a  far 
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a  far  greater  importance  than  to  all  the  conquefts 
of  his  predeceifor.  As  long  as  this  war  with  the 
king  of  Prufiia  fubfifted,  it  was  impoffible  that  his 
defigns  againft  Denmark  could  be  profecuted  with 
any  hope  of  fuccefs.  Wholly  indifferent  therefore 
to  all  others,  and  paflionately  fond  of  this  object, 
as  foon  as  he  came  to  the  throne,  without  asy  dif- 
pute  or  negotiation,  he  offered  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
in  his  extreme  diftrefs,  everything  he  could  have 
hoped  from  a  feries  of  victories;  and  whilft  he  joined 
his  arms  to  thofe  of  that  monarch  in  Silefia,  he 
caufed  an  army  to  march  towards  Holftein. 

The  return  of  Gudovitch  to  Petersburg  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  arrival  of  count  Schverin,  already 
known  to  Peter  III.  *  The  king  of  Pruffia  had 
fent  him  to  afTift  his  minifter  .Goltz  in  concluding 
the  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance  fo  generoufly  offered 
by  the  tzar ;  and  the  prefence  and  the  counfeis  of 
Schverin  contributed  not  a  little  to  render  that 
treaty  advantageous  to  Frederic.  The  englifh  mi- 
nifter Keith  t  was  alfo,  on  that  occafion,  extremely 

*  Count  Schverin,  aid-de-camp  to  the  king  of  Prnfiia,  had 
been  made  prifoner  by  the  Ruffians  at  the  battle  of  Zorndorf, 
and  brought  to  Peterfburg,  where  Peter  III.  at  that  time  grand- 
duke,  had  (hewn  him  many  ioftances  of  good-will. 

■f  Keith,  miniflcr  from  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  was  of  a 
Scots  family.  He  had  in  Pruffia  two  of  his  uncles,  field-marfhal 
Keith,  and  the  celebrated  lord  marechal,  the  friend  of  John 
James  RoufTeau,  of  d'Alembert,  and  of  all  men  of  letters. 

ferviceable 
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ferviceable  to  the  king  of  Pruffia,  whofe  interefls 
he  had  long  promoted  with  Peter  III. 

The  tzar  had  already  difpatched  his  orders  to 
general  count  Chernichef,  who  commanded  the 
thirty  thoufand  ruffian  auxiliaries  in  the  auftrian 
army,  which  had  taken  up  their  winter-quarters  in 
Moravia,  to  march  them  into  Poland  through  Silefia. 
A  fecond  meflenger  followed  clofe  at  the  heels  of 
the  former,  with  orders  to  the  fame  general  to  aft 
with  his  troops  in  concert  with  thofe  of  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  and  to  conform  in  all  things  to  the  pleafure 
of  that  monarch.  The  tzar  did  not  even  deign  to 
communicate  thefe  meafures  either  to  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Verfaiiles,  nor  to  the  minifters  from 
thofe  courts,  who  were  then  refident  at  Peterfburg. 
The  firft  intimation  they  had  of  them  was  through 
the  gazettes. 

Some  time  afterwards,  the  ruffian  ambafTador  at 
Vienna  declared  to  prince  Kaunitz,  <c  that  the  tzar, 
*c  finding  the  method  of  a  congrefs  too  tardy,  had 
"  preferred  a  direct  negotiation  with  the  king  of 
"Pruflia;  that  he  was  on  the  eve  of  making  a 
"  peace  with  that  monarch  ;  that  he  advifed  the 
"  court  of  Vienna  to  imitate  his  example  ;  and  that 
"  it  would  be  aftoniffiing  if  it  mould  take  in  ill 
"  part  what  he  had  done,  fmce  the  war  of  Germany 
Ci  was  not  only  foreign  to  him,  and  prejudicial  to 
6C  himfelf,  but  burdenfome  to  his  people.' * 

This  declaration  was  immediately  followed  up  by 
the  treaty  which  he  concluded  May  5,  with  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  king  of  Pruflia. 

Peter 
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Peter  III.  caufed  the  peace  to  be  celebrated  with 
the  greatefl  magnificence.  The  rejoicings  lafted 
feveral  days  ;  he  himfelf  was  prefent  at  them,  drefled 
in  a  pruflian  uniform,  decorated  with  the  order  of 
the  black  eagle  which  had  been  fent  him  by  Frederic : 
and  as  if  he  had  been  refolved  to  feize  the  oppor- 
tunity afforded  by  thefe  feflivities  for  inflicting  a 
greater  infuit  on  Auflria,  he  caufed  the  *  ambaffador 
from  Maria  Therefa  to  be  invited  ;  but  that  minifler 
indignantly  rejected  the  invitation. 

During  all  the  time  that  thefe  entertainments 
laded,  fcarcely  a  day  paffed  that  Peter  did  not  fmifh 
by  drinking  to  excels,  and  his  exceffes  were  always 
followed  by  fome  dangerous  indifcretion.  One 
evening,  according  to  cuflom,  he  turned  the  con- 
verfation  on  Frederic  ;  then,  fixing  the  eyes  of  the 
councillor  of  (late  Volkof,  he  fuddenly  exclaimed  : 
<c  You  mud  agree  that  he  is  a  magician,  a  forcerer, 
€l  that  king  of  PrufTia  !  He  knew  all  our  plans  for 
<c  the  campaign,  as  foon  as  we  had  refolved  on 
"  them."  Volkof  reddened  with  embarrafifment. 
Peter  faid  to  him,  "  Why  that  embarraffment  ?  you 
<c  have  no  longer  any  need  to  fear  Siberia.  Is  it 
"  not  true,  that,  nptwithftanding  the  dread  you 
"  had  of  it,  you  communicated  to  me  all  the  plans 
"  and  projects  that  were  refolved  on  in  the  council, 
t(  and  that  I  fent  them  off  to  his  majefty  the  king  f  ?" 

*  The  count  de  Mcrci,  who  was  afterwards  ambafTador  in 
France. 

f  It  was  thus  lie  ftyled  Frederic  IT.  unlefs  when  he  called 
him  his  preceptor,  his  friend,  his  brother. 

Towards 
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Towards  the  termination  of  the  rejoicings  that 
were  made  for  celebrating  the  peace  between  Ruflia 
and  Pruflia,  the  tzar,  who  gueffed  how  much  the 
ambafTador  of  Vienna  muft  be  incenfed,  and  doubt- 
lefs  was  inclined  more  deeply  to  affront  him,  fent 
him  word,  "  that,  fmce  the  ernprefs-queen  alone 
"  threw  obftacies  in  the  way  of  a  general  pacifica- 
"  tion,  from  a  fpirit  of  unbounded  ambition,  and 
u  the  unjuft  defire  of  recovering  Silefia  and  the 
"  county  of  Glatz,  fo  folemnly  ceded  to  PrufTia,  he 
"  had  refolved  to  fend  twenty  thoufand  men  more 
"  into  Germany,  in  order  to  force  Maria  Therefa 
<f  to  relinquifh  her  illegitimate  pretenfions." 

Everything  feemed  to  announce  that  this  would 
not  end  in  an  empty  menace.  The  king  of  Pruffia 
already  began  to  flatter  himfelf  that  frefh  fuccours 
would  foon  be  added  to  the  Ruffians,  who  were 
marching  under  his  banners ;  and  fuch,  in  fact,  were 
the  intentions  of  the  tzar.  But  a  fuclden  cataftrophe 
fruflrated  the  expectations  of  Frederic,  and  wrought 
a  change  in  the  court  of  Ruffia. 

In  the  midfl  of  thefe  warlike  preparations,  of 
thefe  reformations  undertaken,  but  feldom  effected, 
and  of  thefe  ufelefs  feftivities,  Peter  III.  was  not 
unmindful  of  the  countefs  Vorontzof ;  he  allowed 
her,  on  the  contrary,  daily  to  gain  over  him  addi- 
tional influence.  This  young  woman,  not  fhrewd, 
but  ft upidly  proud,  and  directed  by  an  ambitious 
and  crafty  father,  found  means  to  induce  the  tzar, 
one  while  by  flattering,  at  another  by  fcolding,  and 

fometimes 
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fometimes  by  carrying  her  frowardnefs  fo  far  as 
to  dare  to  beat  him,  to  renew  the  promife  he  had 
made,  while  yet  only  grand  duke,  that  he  would 
marry  her,  and  place  her  in  the  room  of  Catharine 
on  the  throne  of  Ruffia. 

Proud  of  this  hope,  fhe  had  the  imprudence  to 
boaft  of  it,  and  this  imprudence  brought  on  her 
ruin.  While  her  father  and  fome  of  the  courtiers 
who  were  devoted  to  him,  were  labouring  at  paving 
her  way  to  the  throne,  the  jealoufies  without  num- 
ber that  her  prefent  influence  and  her  apparently 
approaching  grandeur  had  created,  the  enemies  of 
the  tzar  and  the  partifans  of  the  emprefs,  were  all 
ftriving,  as  if  by  confent,  to  find  means  for  exclud- 
ing her  from  it. 

Peter  III.  not  a  whit  Iefs  indifcreet  than  the 
countefs  Vorontzof,  feemcd  to  authorife  by  his 
conduct  the  reports  that  fhe  fpread,  and  he  even 
no  longer  feemed  to  take  any  pains  to  conceal  his 
intention  to  repudiate  Catharine,  and  to  declare  the 
illegitimacy  of  Paul  Petrovitch.  However,  he  had 
refolved  to  cover  this  act  of  defpotifm  with  an 
appearance  of  juftice ;  fondly  imagining,  that,  on 
publifhing  to  the  world  the  proofs  of  the  infidelities 
of  Catharine,  his  conduct  would  meet  the  approba- 
tion of  all  his  fubjects  and  the  reft  cf  Europe. 

The  countefs  Vorontzof,  informed  by  the  aged 

fenator  her  father  of  the  firit  amours  of  the  emprefs 

with  Soltikof,  had  long  fince  taken  care  tlttt  the  tzar 

fhould  have  noreafon  to  complain  that  fhe  kept  the 

3  fecret 
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fecret  from  him  :  fhe  apprized  him  of  it ;  and  this 
it  was  that  prevailed  on  the  prince  to  refolve  on 
declaring  the  illegitimacy  and  the  exheridation  of 
his  fon.  In  confequence  of  this  determination,  he 
recalled  Soltikof  from  Hamburgh,  where  he  had 
conftantly  refided  fmce  Elizabeth  had  appointed 
him  her  minifter.  He  loaded  him  with  careffes  and 
benefits,  and  put  every  flratagem  in  practice  to 
draw  from  him  the  authentic  avowal  of  the  cri- 
minal commerce  he  had  formerly  held  with  Ca- 
tharine. It  was  vifible  to  all  the  court,  that 
Soltikof,  incited  by  the  hope  of  glorious  rewards, 
or  intimidated  by  the  dread  of  ferious  chaftifements, 
would  do  whatever  the  tzar  defired,  and  the  tzar 
himfelf  was  not  deceived  in  his  expectations  that 
his  worthy  chamberlain  would  favour  his  inclinations* 
He  was  now  only  retrained  by  the  difficulty  in  the 
choice  of  a  fuccerTor. 

Although  this  prince  lived  openly  with  the  coun- 
tefs  Vorontzof ;  though  he  held  frequent  aflignations 
with  a  handfome  ftage-dancer  of  Peterfburg ;  though 
he  gave  reafon  to  think  that  he  had  various  adven- 
tures of  gallantry,  he  was  not  perhaps  therefore  the 
fitter  for  obtaining  an  heir.  By  an  operation  in  a 
fmall  degree  fimilar  to  that  of  the  judaical  rite, 
which  he  had  undergone  in  the  fir  ft  years  of  his 
marriage,  he  was  freed  from  an  obftacle  without 
procuring  greater  means.  Nature  had  infpired  him 
with  an  ardent  paflion  for  women  ;  his  defires  were 
impetuous,  but  all  feemed  to  prove  that  his  efforts 

vol.  1.  o  were 
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were  doomed  to  be  fruitlefs.  Thinking  himfelf  well 
allured  of  his  misfortune,  and,  wifhing  notwithstand- 
ing to  raife  fome  one  to  the  place  of  Paul  Petrovitch, 
he  conceived  ail  at  once  a  very  fingular  project. 
He  determined  to  adopt  prince  Ivan,  who  had  been 
dethroned  by  Elizabeth,  to  declare  him  his  fucceffor, 
and  to  unite  him  in  marriage  with  the  young  princefs 
of  Holflein-Beck,  who  was  then  at  St.  Petersburg, 
and  whom  he  cherifhed  as  his  daughter. 

Peter  III.  then  with  a  very  few  attendants,  went 
privately  to  the  fortrefs  of  SchlufTelburg,  in  the 
defign  of  making  a  vifit  to  Ivan,  without  difcovering 
himfelf  to  him,  in  order  that  he  might  form  a 
judgment  whether  he  was  worthy  of  the  elevated 
itation  he  intended  to  give  him. 

It  has  already  bee#  feen  that  Ivan  III.  was  flill  in 
his  cradle  when  the  revolution  that  placed  Elizabeth 
on  the  throne,  in  1741,  occafioned  him  to  be  fhut 
up,  with  the  regent  i^nne  his  mother  and  all  his 
family,  in  the  fortrefs  of  SchlufTelburg.  In  the 
firft  moments  of  that  revolution,  the  kldiers  who 
entered  the  apartment  of  the  young  emperor  found 
him  afleep,  and  waited  refpectfully  till  he  mould 
awake,  to  carry  him  to  Elizabeth.  That  princefs 
took  him  up  in  her  arms  and  fondly  careiTed  him ; 
when,  perceiving  him  to  fmile  at  the  fhouts  of 
"  Hourra  Elizaveta  !"  which  refounded  from  the 
gates  of  the  palace,  fhe  could  not  reftrain  her  pity, 
laying :  <c  Unhappy  child !   thou  knoweft  not,  alas ! 

"  that 
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u  that  they  are  the  cries  of  joy  of  triofe  that  are 
"  pufhing  thee  from  the  throne  !" 

From  SchlufTelburg  Ivan  was  tranfported,  toge- 
ther with  his  family,  to  the  fortrefs  of  Riga,  where 
they  remained  eighteen  months.  From  Riga  they 
were  conveyed  to  Dunamunde,  and  afterwards  to 
Oranienburg,  a  town  built  by  Mentchikof,  in  the 
cold  province  of  Voronetch.  There  Ivan  was  fepa- 
rated  from  his  family,  who  were  tranfported  to 
Kolmogor  *.  A  monk  who  had  accefs  to  the  prifon 
where  Ivan  was  detained,  carried  him  off  from 
Oranienburg,  in  the  defign  to  conduct  him  to  Ger- 
many :  but  he  was  arretted  at  Smolenfk.  Ivan  was 
then  fhut  up  in  a  monaltery  fituate  in  the  Valdai* 
not  far  from  the  road  that  leads  from  St.Peterfburo- 

o 

to  Mofco.  The  emprefs  Elizabeth  having  a  defire 
to  fee  him,  in  1756,  caufed  him  to  be  brought  back 
to  Schluflelburg,  where  he  had  been  put  immedi- 
ately on  his  dethronement.  He  was  led  very 
fecretiy  to  the  houfe  of  Peter  Schuvalof,  in  St. 
Peterfburg,  where  Elizabeth  had  a  pretty  long  con* 
verfation  with  him,  but  without  making  herfelf 
known  to  him.  Ivan  was  then  about  fixteen :  he 
was  of  a  good  height,  of  an  interfiling  figure,  with 
fine  hair,  and  a  voice  of  much  fweetnefs.  Elizabeth 
flied  many  tears  as  fhe  talked  with  him  :  but  that 
did  not  fave  Ivan  from  beine;  led  back  to  his  difmal 

*  It  was  at  Kolmogor  that   Anne  died  in   childbed   in  the 
month  of  March  1746. 

o  2  dungeon, 
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dungeon,  where  Peter  III.  fix  years  after  went  to 
fee  him. 

The  emperor,  on  this  expedition,  was  only  at- 
tended by  count  Leof  Alexandrevitch  Narifhkin, 
his  grand  ecuyer,  baron  Ungern-Sternberg,  one  of 
his  general  aides-de-camp,  baron  Korf,  mafter  of  the 
police  at  St.  Petersburg,  and  the  counfellor  of  ftate 
Volkof.  He  was  himfelf  furnifhed  with  an  order 
iigned  in  his  own  hand,  in  which  he  enjoined  the 
commandant  to  give  the  bearers  free  leave  to  walk 
about  the  whole  fortrefs,  without  even  excepting 
the  place  where  Ivan  was  confined,  and  to  leave 
them  to  converfe  alone  with  that  prince.  Peter 
moreover  took  care  to  conceal  the  enfigns  of  his 
dignity,  and  to  recommend  Leof  Narifhkin,  who 
was  tall  and  of  a  portly  figure,  to  ad  fo  as  that  he 
fhould  be  taken  for  the  emperor.  But  Ivan  was 
not  thus  deceived.  After  having  contemplated  for 
fome  time  the  (bangers  that  entered  his  cell,  he 
threw  himfelf  all  at  once  at  the  feet  of  the  tzar. 
"  Tzar !"  faid  he,  "  you  are  the  mafter  here.  I 
"  mail  not  importune  you  by  a  long  petition  ;  but 
"  mitigate  the  feverity  of  my  lot.  I  have  been 
"  languishing  for  a  number  of  years  in  this  gloomy 
"  dungeon.  The  only  favour  I  entreat  you  to  grant, 
"  is,  that  I  may  be  permitted,  from  time  to  time,  to 
"  breathe  a  freer  air."  Peter  was  extremely  af- 
fected at  thefe  words :  "  Rife,  prince !"  faid  he  to 
Ivan;  and,  gently  flapping  his  moulder;  "  be 
"  under  no   uneafinefs  for  the  future.      I    will 

"  employ 
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<c  employ  all  the  means  in  my  power  to  render 
"  your  fituation  more  tolerable.  —  But  tell  me, 
"  prince,  have  you  any  recollection  of  the  mif- 
<c  fortunes  you  have  experienced  from  your  earlier 
cc  youth  ?"  —  "  I  have  fcarcely  any  idea  of  thofe 
"  that  befell  my  infancy/'  replied  Ivan  ;  <c  but, 
"  from  the  moment  that  I  began  to  feel  my  mifery, 
"  I  have  never  ceafed  from  mingling  my  tears  with 
"  thofe  of  my  father  and  my  mother,  who  were 
<c  miferable  folely  becaufe  of  me :  and  my  greateft 
"  diftrefs  proceeds  from  the  thoughts  of  the  ill 
"  treatment  they  received,  as  we  were  transported 
"  from  one  fortrefs  to  another.'*  —  "  Hah  !  whence 
"  came  that  ill  treatment  ?"  interrogated  the  tzar. 
"  From  the  officers  who  conducted  us,  and  who 
"  were  almoft  always  the  moft  inhuman  of  man- 
"  kind,"  returned  Ivan.  "  Do  you  recollecl:  the 
"  names  of  thofe  officers  ?"  faid  Peter.  —  "  Alas  !" 
replied  the  young  prince,  "  we  were  not  very 
"  curious  to  learn  them.  We  were  content  to 
<c  return  thanks  to  heaven  on  our  bended  knees, 
cc  when  thefe  monflers  were  relieved  by  officers  of 
<c  a  lefs  favage  difpofltion.5,  —  "What!"  faid  the 
emperor,  "  you  never  fell  into  the  hands  of  fuch 
"  as  had  any  humanity?"  — <c  Only  one  deferved  ta 
"  be  diflingui (lied  from  that  pack  of  tigers,"  an- 
fwered  Ivan.  cc  He  gained  our  efteem,  and  we 
"  lamented  the  lofs  of  him.  His  good  nature,  his 
"  generous  attentions  will  never  depart  from  my 
M  remembrance."  — "  And   you   know    not    the 

Q  3  *6  name 
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c<  name  of  that  worthy  man  ?"  eagerly  afked  the 
tzar.  —  "  Oh,  as  to  him,  I  remember  him  very 
u  well,"  replied  Ivan:  "  he  was  called  Korf." 

This  fame  baron  Korf,  as  we  have  already 
feen,  was  one  of  thofe  who  accompanied  Peter, 
He  melted  into  tears  as  he  heard  thefe  particulars , 
and  the  tzar,  who  was  no  lefs  affecled  than  him, 
took  him  by  the  arm,  and  faid  in  a  broken  voice  : 
"  Baron,  you  fee  how  a  good  aftion  is  never 
"  loft!" 

That  he  might  have  time  to  recover  from  his 
emotion,  Peter  went  out  with  Korf,  Narifhkin,  and 
Volkof,  leaving  baron  Ungem-Sternberg  alone 
with  Ivan.  cc  How  then  did  you  come  hither, 
*c  prince?*'  faid  Ungern-Sternberg,  u  Who,"  re- 
turned Ivan,  "  can  be  guarded  and  fecured  againft 
M  razboiniks  *  ?  One  day  an  order  from  I  know 
<c  not  who  was  brought  to  the  prifon  where  I  was 
*c  with  my  parents.  The  razboiniks  fell  upon  my 
<c  family,  and  tore  me  from  the  only  perfons  I  knew 
<<  in  the  world,  and  who  alone  had  gained  my 
'c  affection  and  my  confidence  :  I  mean  my  father 
<s  and  my  mother,  and  my  brothers  and  my  fitters. 
<l  O  how  I  did  cry  !  and  how  they  themfelves,  if 
<c  they  are  yet  alive,  mud  lament  the  death  of  their 
*:  fon  and  their  brother !"  —  "  What  do  you  think 
*<  will  be  the  lot  of  our  new  emperor?"  afked  the 
baron.     *c  If  I  may  judge  from  my  idea   of  the 

*  Robbe::?. 

"  Ruffians, 
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"  Ruffians,  it  will  not  be  more  happy  than  mine. 
"  My  father  and  my  mother  have  often  repeated 
"  to  me  that  foreign  princes  will  always  be  hated 
"  and  dethroned  by  the  treacherous  and  haughty 
"  Ruffians." 

The  tzar  now  re-entered,  with  Narifhkin,  Korf, 
Volkof,  and  accompanied  this  time  by  the  com- 
mandant, to  whom  he  faid,  in  the  prefence  of  Ivan: 
"  I  order  you  to  give  the  prince  from  this  moment 
<c  all  the  fuccours  he  mall  afk,  and  to  allow  him  at 
«*  all  times  to  walk  and  divert  himfelf  within  the 
"  precincls  of  the  fortrefs.  I  will  fend  you  written 
<c  orders  containing  more  particulars,  by  which 
w  you  are  henceforward  to  regulate  your  conduct  in 
Ct  regard  to  his  facred  perfon." 

On  coming  out  of  Ivan's  chamber  the  emperor 
went  over  the  infide  of  the  fortrefs  * ;  and,  after 
having  examined  a  fpot  that  feemed  to  him  proper 
for  the  conilruction  of  an  edifice  for  conveniently- 
lodging  the  prifoner,  he  gave  orders  to  the  com- 
mandant to  fet  the  proper  workmen  about  it,  and 
added:  u  Let  it  run  in  a  ftraight  line  from  one 
"  wall  to  the  other  of  this  angle  of  the  fort,  fo  as 

*  The  fortrefs  of  SchlufTelburg,  while  in  the  pofleffion  of  the 
Swedes  called  Nceteborg,  occupies  a  fmall  ifland,  fituate  juft 
where  the  Neva  flows  out  of  the  lake  Ladoga,  in  590  50'  N.  L. 
It  is  in  the  antique  form,  with  high  walls  and  vaulted  ramparts, 
and  being  ufed  for  the  confinement  of  ilate-prifoners,  is  only  in- 
habited by  the  garrifon.  Schluffel  in  german  fignifies  a  key. 
Its  prefent  name  was  given  it  by  Peter  I.  as  being  the  key  to 
his  new  city. 

04  "  to 
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<f  to  form  nine  rooms  in  front,  and  the  reft  of  the 
cc  fpace,  to  the  extremity  of  the  angle,  may  be 
*'  made  into  a  little  garden,  with  which  he  may 
Cf  amufe  himfelf  in  the  air,  and  find  fome  alleviation 
<c  of  the  feverity  of  his  confinement.  When  the 
Ci  building  fhall  be  finifhed,  I  will  come  myfelf  and 
€<  put  the  prince  in  ponrenrion.,, 

Probably  the  tzar  only  fpoke  in  this  manner  to 
the  commandant  of  Schluffelburg  as  a  blind,  to 
prevent  him  from  furmifing  his  real  intentions  ;  for 
otherwife  what  need  had  he  to  give  orders  for  the 
conftru&ion  of  a  new  prifon  for  him  to  whom  he 
meant  to  give  the  throne  ?  Befides,  it  has  heen  re- 
ported that  this  prifon  had  a  quite  different  object. 
It  was  fuppofed  that  Catharine  was  the  perfon  for 
whom  it  was  defigned  by  her  hufband  *. 

Before  he  quitted  Schluffelburg,  Peter  went  once 
more  into  the  prince's  dungeon  ;  after  this,  he  re- 
turned to  St.  Peterfburg ;  where  no  one  entertained 
a  fufpicion  of  the  extraordinary  interview  he  had 

*  Though  it  is  currently  taken  for  granted,  that  it  was  the 
emperor's  plan  to  caufe  his  wife  to  be  arretted,  and  to  be  (hut  up 
in  Schluffelburg,  ytt  it  is  very  far  from  being  fatisfadtorily  mnde 
out,  even  by  the  evidence  arifing  from  this  new  houfe  creeled  in 
the  fortrefs,  defigned,  it  is  faid,  for  the  emprefs.  It  is  thought 
by  numbers  of  people,  that  it  was  really  intended  for  prince  Ivan, 
inftead  of  the  difmal  and  inconvenient  hole  in  which  he  was 
lodged.  Peter,  by  having  him  removed  to  Kexholm,  brought 
him  more  within  his  reach,  in  order  perhaps  to  produce  him 
whenever  occafion  might  offer.  This  may  eafily  be  fuppofed  an 
after-thought. 

juft 
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juft  had,  and  much  Iefs  of  what  he  was  meditating 
in  favour  of  Ivan. 

When  prince  George  of  Holftein,  the  emperor's 
uncle,  was  informed  of  the  vifit  this  monarch  had 
made  to  Ivan,  he  advifed  him  to  fend  that  unfortunate 
prince  into  Germany,  together  with  duke  Anthony 
of  Brunfwic,  his  father,  and  the  reft  of  the  family. 
Peter,  to  avoid  railing  any  fufpicion  of  his  plan  in 
the  mind  of  his  uncle,  pretended  to  approve  his 
advice,  but  for  the  prefent  he  refted  fatisfied  with 
caufing  Ivan  to  be  conveyed  to  the  fortrefs  of 
Kexholm,  built  on  a  little  ifle  in  the  Ladoga  lake, 
and  much  nearer  to  the  refidence  than  Schluflel- 
burg.  It  is  impofTible  on  this  occafion  to  forbear 
remarking  that  a  fort  of  adverfe  fate  feemed  every 
where  to  purfue  the  unfortunate  Ivan  ;  for/ as  he 
was  rowed  from  Schluflelburg,  to  get  on  board  the 
galleot  that  was  to  convey  him  to  Kexholm,  the 
fkiff  in  which  he  was,  narrowly  efcaped  being  loft, 
by  one  of  the  tempefts  that  fuddenly  rife  in  fummer, 
and  dangeroufly  agitate  that  flormy,  and,  in  many 
places,  unfathomable  lake  #. 

In 

*  To  fecure  the  barks  coming  with  goods  from  the  Volkof 
acrofs  the  Ladoga,  from  the  dangerous  ftorms  and  whirlpools  of 
this  boifterous  lake,  was  the  view  of  Peter  I.  in  digging  the 
Ladoga  canal ;  and  this  defign  is  fully  attained.  This  canal, 
which  Peter  began  in  1 7 1 9,  and  which  the  emprefs  Anne  finimed 
by  count  Munich  in  1730,  follows,  through  a  morafs,  thefouthern 
fhore  of  the  Ladoga,  and,  ten  fathom  broad,  and  from  fcven  to 
ten  feet  deep,  extends  its  courfe  of  a  hundred  and  four  verils,  to 

SchlufTelburg, 
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In  the  mean  time  the  indifcretions  of  the  tzar 
revived  from  day  to  day  the  hopes  of  Catharine ; 
and  the  defigns  he  had  formed  againft  her,  a  part 
whereof  were  but  too  well  known,  emboldened 
her  to  run  all  hazards  in  order  to  prevent  them. 
DifmifTed  to  Peterhof,  and  lodged  in  one  of  the 
apartments  the  mod  retired,  and  lead  apparent  of 
the  palace,  me  palled  her  days  in  meditating  the 
project  for  precipitating  her  hufband  from  the 
throne,  and  her  evenings  in  the  company  of  a 
peculiar  intimate,  whom  me  had  made  the  mod  in- 
trepid of  the  confpirators. 

The  power  of  the  tzars,  though  abfolute  and  un- 
controllable in  its  exercife,  is  extremely  weak  in  its 
foundation.  There  is  not  perhaps  in  Europe  a 
government  which  depends  fo  much  on  the  good- 
will and  affection  of  thofe  that  are  governed,  and 
which  requires  a  greater  degree  of  vigilance  and  a 
fteadier  hand.  The  regular  fucceffion  which  has 
been  fo  often  broken,  and  the  great  change  of  man- 
ners, which  in  lefs  than  a  century  has  been  intro- 
duced, have  left  jn  Ruffia  a  weaknefs  amidft  all  the 
appearance  of  ftrength,  and  a  great  facility  to  fudden 
and  dangerous  revolutions. 


SkhliVflelburg,  where  it  enters  the  left  bank  of  (he  Neva.  The 
Ladoga  receives  the  waters  of  the  rivers  Rcebona.  Lava, 
Sd»aJ«Jica,  Nafi.i,  and  Llfjfca,  to  which  the  only  outlet  is  the 
Neva* 

Peter 
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Peter  III.  paid  little  attention  to  thofe  difficulties, 
"which  to  him  were  the  greater,  as  he  was  a  foreigner 
born.  They  were  augmented  by  the  fuperior  and 
invidious  regard,  he  feemed  to  pay  to  foreign  in- 
tereils,  and  foreign  perfons. 

Since  the  removal  of  count  Poniatofsky,  though 
the  emprefs  had  the  addrefs  to  appear,  in  the  eyes  of 
the  molt  attentive  of  the  courtiers,  faithful  to  her  at- 
tachment to  him,  yet  in  the  intimacy  of  this  friend 
fte  found  the  means  of  compeniating  his  abfence. 
Thus,  to  encourage  the  miitake  of  her  prying  ob- 
fervers,  me  had  the  twofold  motive  of  interefting 
them  in  behalf  of  a  difappointed  pallion,  and  of 
averting  their  looks  from  her  obfcurer  indulgences. 
Her  very  friends  were  deceived,  [vl,  ue  Ereteuil, 
who  imagined  himielf  a  per  ion  of  great  difcernment, 
and  that  he  was  in  the  entire  confidence  of  Catharine, 
thought  her  fo  condant  to  Poniatofsky,  that  he  de- 
graded his  quality  of  ambaffador  fo  far  as  to  de- 
liver into  her  hand  all  the  letters,  from  the  count, 
and  to  forward  her  anfwers.  Princefs  Dafhkof 
herfelf  was  ignorant  that  fhe  had  any  other  love 
than  that  of  ftudy  and  of  Poniatofsky  ;  and  fhe  had 
long  been  plotting  in  concert  with  Orlof,  without' 
once  fufpecting  that  Orlof  was  even  known  to  the 
emprefs.  In  ihort,  the  only  perfon  that  was  in  the 
fecret,  and  was  the  manager  of  the  piece,  was  one 
of  her  women,  named  Catharine  I'vanovna,  the  moft 
ingenious  of  confidantes,  and  the  lead  fcrupulous 
pf  duennas.     She  behaved  with  fo  much  addrefs, 

that 
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that  thofe  whom  fhe  prefented  to  Catharine  enjoyed 
almoft  always  the  favours  of  that  princefs,  without 
knowing  who  fhe  was*. 

Gregory  Orlof  porTefled  neither  the  advantages 
of  birth  nor  thofe  of  education  ;  but  he  had  re- 
ceived from  nature  what  are  often  found  more 
ufeful,  courage  and  beauty.  He  had  a  poft  in  the 
artillery,  while  his  two  brothers  were  only  common 
foldiers  in  the  regiments  of  guardsf.  Count  Peter 
Schuvalof,  grand  matter  of  the  artillery,  a  vain  and 
pompous  man,  was  defirous  of  having  the  hand- 
fomeft  of  his  officers  for  aide-de-camp,  and  he  fe- 
le&ed  Gregory  Orlof.  He  had  alfo  for  his  miftrefs 
one  of  the  moft  illuflrious  and  the  handfomeft 
women  of  the  court,  the  princefs  Kurakin,  who  was 
not  long  in  giving  the  aide-de-camp  to  underfland 
that  (he  preferred  him  to  his  general.     But  unfor- 

*  M.  de  Rulhiere  tells  us  it  was  by  chance  that  **  Orlof  de- 
"  fcried,  in  the  pomp  of  a  public  ceremony,  the  miftrefs  whom  he 
"  adored."  But  it  is  very  difficult  to  believe  that  the  aide-de- 
camp of  count  Peter  Schuvalof  mould  not  know  the  grand 
duchefs,  as  Peter  Schuvalof  went  frequently  to  court,  and  as  in 
Ruffia  an  aide-de-camp  always  attends  his  general. 

-j-  Alexius  and  Vladimir.  The  Orlofs  were  five  brothers : 
Gregory,  the  favourite  ;  Alexins,  fince  become  admiral,  who,  in 
the  waragainft  the  Turks  in  1768,  commanded  the  Ruffian  fleet 
in  the  Archipelago,  was  latterly  at  Mofco,  led  thither  on  account 
of  fome  affairs  of  trade,  having  large  tanneries  on  his  eftate,  but 
was  driven  out  of  that  capital  by  an  order  from  Paul  Petrovitch  ; 
Vladimir,  made  fenator  after  the  revolution  ;  Feodor,  cham- 
berlain ;  and  Ivan,  a  colonel  and  likewife  chamberlain,  but  who 
came  very  rarely  to  court. 

tunately 
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tunately  the  general,  who  furprifed  them  together, 
forbad  Orlof  any  more  to  appear  in  his  prefence, 
and  threatened  to  exert  all  his  interefl  to  get  him 
banimed  to  Siberia.  This  adventure  made  a  noife: 
it  was  a  for  time  the  fubjecr.  of  converfation  both  in 
town  and  country  ;  and  the  ftory  found  its  way 
even  into  the  retreat  in  which  Catharine  was  forced 
to  do  penance.  Curiofity,  pity  perhaps,  led  her  to 
wifh  for  an  acquaintance  with  the  young  officer 
whofe  difafter  was  the  topic  of  public  difcourfe. 
Ivanovna,  with  the  cuftomary  precautions,  procured 
her  a  fight  of  him ;  and  Orlof,  at  firlt  unable  to 
guefs  who  the  fair-one  might  be  that  took  fuch  con- 
cern in  his  lot,  found  her  to  poffefs  more  charms 
and  a  fonder  affection  than  the  princeYs  Kurakin. 
This  firfl  and  myfterious  converfation  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  feveral  interviews,  in  which  Catharine 
was  only  obliging  ;  but  when  fhe  thought  herfelf  well 
affured  of  the  boldnefs  and  the  difcretion  of  her  new 
acquaintance,  fhe  unveiled  to  him  her  ambitious 
defigns.  Orlof  now  entered  into  a  confpiracy  with 
her,  in  which  he  fhortly  after  engaged  his  brothers, 
his  companion  Bibikof*,  lieutenant  Paffik,  with 
other  officers ;  by  means  of  whom  he  won  over  fome 
companies  of  guards,  but  without  imparting  to  them 
his  real  defign. 

Catharine  was  as  yet  but  grand  duchefs  when  her 
connection  with  Orlof  began ;  and  her  corre- 
fpondence  with  him  was  not  the  only  one  that  me 

*  Bibikof,  afterwards  promoted  to  the  rank  of  general  in  chief, 
was  killed  on  his  march  againft  Pugatfhef. 

carried 
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carried  on  with  no  lefs  art  than  fuccefs.  Several  other 
officers,  and  even  fome  of  the  courtiers  participated 
in  her  favours  ;  but  as  fhe  did  not  expect  to  find  in 
them  the  devotednefs  and  the  genius  that  was 
necefTary  to  her,  fhe  was  latisfied  with  making  them 
her  friends,  and  never  difclofed  her  fecret  to  them. 
Lieutenant-general  Villebois  *  was  one  of  thofe 
whom  that  princefs  had  diflinguifhed  ;  and  when  he 
obtained  the  command  of  the  artillery,  on  the  death 
of  the  general  that  had  difplaced  Orlof,  fhe  induced 
him  to  give  the  latter  the  place  of  captain-treafurer 
of  his  corps.  Villebois  did  as  he  was  requeued 
by  Catharine,  without  entertaining  thefmalleft  fuf- 
picion  that  he  was  ierving  a  rival  preferred  to  himfelf. 

Being  feated  on  the  throne,  Catharine  continued 
not  lefs  the  invifible  and  powerful  inftigatrix  of  the 
faction  of  the  great,  the  remainder  of  thofe  con- 
fpirators  at  the  head  of  whom  Befluchef  and  the 
Schuvalofs  had  fucceffively  appeared,  and  whereof 
the  hetman  Kurilli  Razumofbky,  the  prince  Vol- 
konfky,  nephew  of  the  exiled  Befluchef,  and  major- 
general  of  the  guards,  together  with  count  Panin, 
were  the  mod  powerful  fupports. 

In  a  word,  fhe  had  been  able  to  form  a  third  con- 
fpiracy,  contrived  by  the  young  princefs  Dafhkof  f, 
who  always  appeared,  if  not  the  moll  formidable,  at 

*  An  officer  of  confiderable  merit,  fen  of  a  french  refugee. 
•j-  Princefs  Dafhkof  was  born  in  the  year  1744  » confequently 

tin's  extraordinary  woman  was  no  more  than  eighteen  at  the  time 
of  the  revolution. 

i  lead 
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lead  the  mod  a&ive  and  impetuous.  The  accom- 
plices in  thefe  three  factions  acted,  moreover,  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  each  other ;  and  Catharine, 
who  was  the  animating  fpirit  of  them  all,  feemed  to 
have  no  mare  whatever  in  the  plot. 

Princefs  Dafhkof,  lately  returned  from   Mofco, 

where  her  hufband  had  kept  her  in  a  kind  of  exile, 

was  prevented  from  concurring  with  the  aims  of  her 

relations,  who  were  defirous  of  feeing  her  fupplant 

her  fitter  in  the  favour  of  the  tzar.     That  filler  was 

more  fuitable  to  the  military  tafle  of  Peter ;  and 

madame  Dafhkof  would  never  be  fatisfied  with  a 

lover  addicted  only  to  drinking  and  the  fumes  of 

tobacco.     She  then  formed  an  intimate  connection 

with  Catharine.     They  palled  whole  days  together 

in  the  purfuits  of  literature  and  intrigue  ;  and  when 

the   emprefs   was  difmiiTed   to   Peterhof,    princefs 

Dafhkof  remained  at  Peterfburg,  in  order  to  ferve 

her  the  better.     She  kept  up  a  correfpondence  with 

the  emprefs,  in  which  fhe  gave  her  a  faithful  account 

of  all  that  was  pafTing  at  the  court  or  in  the  city, 

and  advifed  her  on  the  means  which  fhe  ought  to 

employ  for  preventing  the  defigns  of  the  tzar. 

The  attachment  which  princefs  Dafhkof  had 
vowed  to  Catharine  was  not  the  fole  motive  for  ex- 
citing her  zeal.  She  was  principally  jealous  of  the 
glorious  elevation  that  awaited  her  filler ;  and 
neither  the  menaces  of  that  filter  and  of  her  father, 
nor  the  authority  of  the  chancellor  her  uncle,  in 
whofehoufe  fhe  had  been  brought  up,  were  able  to 

detach 
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detach  her  from  a  party  of  which  fhe  fondly  made 
it  her  pride  to  be  the  prime  mover.  She  had 
ftudied  the  languages,  and  read  many  of  the  works 
of  foreign  authors,  during  her  fojourn  at  Mofco ; 
which  augmented  her  natural  vanity,  and  taught 
her  to  defpife  the  ignorance  of  the  nation  to  which 
fhe  belonged.  In  the  hopes  of  arriving  at  the  flip- 
pery  honour  of  directing  a  confpiracy,  fhe  openly 
braved  the  refentment  of  her  family ;  fhe  would 
have  braved  every  danger,  and  even  boldly  looked 
death  in  the  face. 

Princefs  Dafhkof  had  for  fome  time  kept  about 
her  a  Piedmontefe  named  Odart,  whom  penury  and 
the  hopes  of  making  his  fortune  had  brought  to  St. 
Peterfburg,  and  who  had  confirmed  the  tafte  of 
that  lady  for  french  literature,  by  making  her  ac- 
quainted with  the  bed  writers  of  that  nation.  Odart 
was  become  the  more  valuable  to  the  princefs,  as 
like  her,  with  an  aptitude  at  witty  conceits,  he  pof- 
fefled  a  turn  for  intrigue.  She  was  ever  extolling  a 
man  to  whom  fhe  thought  herfelf  indebted  for  her 
fuperiority ;  and  fhe  fpoke  of  him  to  the  emprefs  in 
fo  advantageous  a  manner,  as  to  induce  that  princefs 
to  defire  his  attachment,  and  to  give  him  the  title 
of  her  private  fecretary. 

It  was  not  long  ere  this  artful  and  infinuating 
fecretary  became  one  of  the  confidents,  not  in  the 
delicate  connections  of  Catharine,  but  in  her  am- 
bitious defigns.  A  witnefs  to  the  grievances  of  this 
princefs,    and   foreboding    the    humiliation    that 

7  awaited 
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awaited  her,  he  eafily  perceived  that  there  was  no 
Other  way  of  efcape,  both  for  the  prefent  and  the 
future,  than  by  the  fall  of  the  emperor.  But,  how 
to  accomplifh  this  fall  ?  How  dare  to  attempt  it  ? 
Odart  faw  all  the  difficulties,  all  the  dangers  with 
which  it  was  attended ;  but  he  alfo  knew,  that  if 
punimment  and  death  were  on  one  fide,  honours 
and  riches  prefented  themfelves  on  the  other. 
Riches  were  the  only  deities  of  Odart:  he  was  not 
long  in  determining  his  choice.  He  directly  ad- 
dreflcd  himfelf  to  princefs  Dafhkof;  wrho,  anti- 
cipating his  bold  and  afpiring  ideas,  was  elated  to 
excels  at  finding  in  a  man  whom  (he  efteemed  for 
his  talents,  an  accomplice  in  achievements  worthy 
of  herfelf.  What  fiattcilng  hopes  now  intoxicated  the 
minds  of  thefe  vain  and  conceited  confpirators  ! 
What  did  they  not  promife  themfelves,  if  they  could 
but  overthrow  the  fovereign  of  one  of  the  greatefl 
empires  of  the  world  ?  Odart  expected  that  an  im- 
menfe  fortune  would  be  the  reward  of  his  fervices  : 
the  princefs  imagined  that  the  whole  univerfe  would 
be  incefiantly  talking  of  her,  and  that  her  glory 
would  afcend  far  fuperior  to  hers  on  whofe  head 
ihe  mould  place  the  crown. 

But  the  execution  of  fo  great  a  project  demanded 
more  efficacious  inftruments  than  vain  imaginations 
and  barren  defires.  More  was  wanting  than  a 
woman  of  eighteen,  and  an  adventurer  whom  no- 
body knew.  Accordingly,  when  Odart  and  madame 
Dafhkof  had  fufficiently  entertained  themfelves  with 

vol.  i.  p  the 
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the  magnificent  recompences  they  hoped  to  obtain, 
they  began  to  think  of  procuring  foldiers,  and 
money,  which  always  propagates  foldiers,  and  in 
RufTia  more  than  elfewhere  ;  and  a  chief,  whofe 
name  and  authority  might  command  refpeft ;  and 
efpecially  a  man  who,  accuftomed  to  direct  cour- 
tiers, to  manage  intrigues,  was  neither  to  be  em- 
barafled  by  obftacles,  not  difmayed  by  difappoint- 
ments.  They  then  turned  their  eyes  on  the  hetman 
Cyril  Razumoffky  and  count  Nikita  Ivanovitch 
Panin. 

The  great  influence  the  hetman  *  had  enjoyed 
during  the  reign  of  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  and  the 
familiarity  of  Peter  III.  which  he  had  had  the  art 
of  preserving,  Hill  gave  him  confiderable  inter eft  at 
court,  and  his  immenfe  riches  f,  which  enabled 
him  to  exercife  continual  liberalities  towards  a  mul- 
titude of  neceflitous  officers  and  foldiers,  fecured  him 
a  great  number  of  friends  among  the  troops.  He 
tilled  one  of  the  firfl  polls  in  the  empire.  He  had 
no  efleem  for  Catharine,  of  whofe  talents  he  did 
not  think  much,  and  whofe  miftakes  he  had  feen ; 
he  knew  the  danger  of  attempting  to  dethrone  the 

*  It  has  been  imagined  by  fome,  that  though  the  devout  Eli- 
zabeth had  married  the  grand-veneur  Alexey  Razumoffky,  bro- 
ther of  the  hetman,  the  latter  was  neverthekfs  a  lover  of  that 
emprefs. 

•)*  The  emprefs  Elizabeth  had  granted  the  hetman  Razu- 
moffky a  number  of  domains,  having  upon  them  upwards  of 
forty  thoufand'  peafants. 

/  tzar, 
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tzar,  but  was  true  in  his  adherence  to  his  former 
party.  When  princefs  Dafhkof  communicated  her 
defigns  to  the  hetman,  he  applauded  the  fcheme ; 
and,  without  feeming  to  take  a  direct  part  in  the 
bufmefs,  allured  her  that,  in  cafe  of  need,  fhe  might 
rely  upon  his  concurrence.  Therefore  when  Orlof 
came  to  him  a  few  days  after,  in  order  to  found  his 
difpofition,  he  encouraged  him  to  oppofe  the  de- 
figns which  the  emperor  was  meditating  againfl  his 
confort,  telling  him,  at  the  fame  time,  that  they 
who  mould  defend  that  princefs  might  depend  upon 
his  joining  them.  The  hetman- kept  OrloPs  fecret 
as  he  had  kept  madame  Dafhkof's  -,  and  happy  in 
the  contemplation  of  two  new  rifing  factions,  he 
refolved  in  his  mind  to  fuppott  them  with  all  the 
power  of  his  own. 

Razumoflky  went  yet  farther.  He  afiembled  his 
friends  on  the  fpot ;  and  without  difclofmg  to  them 
precifely  the  twofold  plan  with  which  he  had  been 
entrufled,  informed  them  that  he  knew  with  cer- 
tainty, that  among  the  troops  a  plot  was  hatching 
to  dethrone  the  tzar  ;  and  if  they  neglected  for  a 
moment  to  declare  themfelves  its  leaders,  no  other 
alternative  would  be  left  them  than  to  fubmit  to 
become  the  forced  inflruments  of  the  foldiers,  or 
probably  their  victims.  They  then  afked  him  what 
he  thought  it  necelTary  for  them  to  do;  tc  join  me 
"  at  the  inftant  the  confpiracy  breaks  cut/'  an- 
fwered  the  hetman  ;  "  and  I  will  take  care  to  aflign 
"  to  each  of  you  the  rank  to  which  his  birth,  his 
p  2  u  fortune* 


<i 


cc 


212  LIFE    OF    THE  [1762. 

"  fortune,  and  his  talents,  give  him  a  right  to  af- 
pire.  The  blind  intrepidity  of  fome  obfcure 
confpirators  is  now  meditating  to  make  the  firfl 
blow.  Let  us  diligently  watch  the  moment.  If 
"  they  fucceed^  it  is  for  our  dexterity  to  reap  the 
"  fruits  of  their  fuccefs.  Do  you  feel  yourfelves 
"  heartily  refolved  to  follow  my  example  ?"  All 
fwore  they  were ;  and  the  meeting  broke  up  in  ex- 
pectation of  the  terrible  event  that  flattered  either 
jtheir  hatred  or  their  ambition. 

Thus  certified  of  the  aflent  of  Razumoffky,  prin- 
cefs  Dafhkof  and  Odart  now  made  it  their  bufmefs 
to  bring  over  coimt  Panin  to  their  party  ;  and  Ca- 
tharine earneftly  recommended  it  to  them  to  let 
nothing  efcape  them  that  might  conduce  to  that  end. 
She  very  well  knew  that  if  the  name  and  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  hetman  would  be  of  great  weight  in 
the  firfl  openings  of  the  revolt,  the  experience  and 
the  ability  of  Panin  were  flill  more  necefTary  for 
leading  it  to  fuccefs.  It  was  he  alone  who,  by  the 
arts  of  foft  infinuation,  could  moderate  the  impe- 
tuous vanity  of  the  princefs  Dafhkof,  excite,  inflame 
the  hatred  and  revenge  of  Razumoflky,  direct  the 
covetous  and  fervile  ambition  of  Odart,  and  juftify 
in  appearance  the  confpiracy  by  annexing  to  it  the 
name  of  the  young  Paul  Petrovitch,  his  pupil. 
Princefs  Dafhkof  then  commiffioned  Odart  to  pio- 
pofe  to  Panin  his  uniting  with  them ;  and  Panin, 
prompted  by  a  motive  more  dear  than  that  of  ferv- 
ing  the  emprefs  and  the  grand  duke, ,  promifed  all 
that  the  princefs  defired. 

8  All 
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All  this  did  not  yet  fuffice  madame  Dafhkof. 
She  made  direft  application  to  prince  Volkonfky, 
major-general  of  the  guards.  Volkonfky,  well 
taught  in  the  arts  of  intrigue  by  his  kinfman  Beftu- 
chef,  and  the  inheritor  of  his  hatred  again  ft 
Peter  III. ;  Volkonfky,  whofe  ambition  was  waiting 
for  a  change  in  the  government,  and  who  flattered 
himfelf  with  having  fhortly  to  aft  the  principal  part 
in  the  new  faftion,  was  not  more  difficult  thanPanin 
and  Razumoffky. 

The  archbifhop  of  Novgorod  was  in  like  manner 
brought  over.  They  had  made  themfelves  Aire  of 
this  prelate  even  before  they  difclofed  their  defign. 
The  emperor  had  juft  recalled  him  from  exile,  to 
which  he  had  fome  months  before  been  condemned ; 
but  the  prelate,  more  irritated  at  the  feverity  of  the 
prince  than  affected  by  his  clemency,  waited  only 
for  an  opportunity  for  fignalizing  his  facred  fury. 
Inventive  fuperftition  furnilhed  him  with  numerous 
means.  He  knew  the  blind  zeal  of  the  Ruffians 
for  whatever  belongs  to  the  orthodox  greek  reli- 
gion ;  and  the  fwarms  of  monks  whom  he  had  at 
command  continued,  under  pretence  of  defending 
that  religion,  to  difTeminate  in  all  hearts  their  hatred 
towards  the  prince  who  imprudently  feemed  to  have 
declared  himfelf  its  enemy. 

The  princefs  wanted  alfo  to  fecure  a  part  of  the 
troops.  She  knew  feveral  of  the  officers ;  thefe 
fhe  went  to  fee  under  pretence  of  a  mere  vifit  of 
politenefs,  and  repaired  to  the  barracks.     There 
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{he  was  met  by  Orlof.  The  explanation  was  not 
difficult  to  either.  They  immediately  agreed  ;  and* 
ftill  ignorant  that  Orlof  was  known  to  Catharine3 
the  princefs  Dafhkof  fonnd  in  him  more  than  an 
accomplice. 

Having,  apparently  gained  over  only  Gregory 
Orlof,  the  princefs  Daihkof  flattered  herfelf  that 
fhe  had  alfo  won,  by  his  means,  the  two  brothers 
of  that  confpirator,  in  perfon  not  lefs  handfome,  in 
temper  not  lefs  bold  than  he,  and  of  a  bodily 
ifrength  and  a  brutality  that  rendered  them  for- 
midable even  to  thei*  friends.  She  added  at  the 
fame  time  to  her  party  many  other  officers  or  fol- 
diers,  whom  Orlof  had  long  been  preparing  for 
the  rebellion ;  and  when  Odart  thought  to  make 
the  emprefs  acquainted  with  all  this  fuccefs*  that 
diflembling  princefs,  whofe  lover  brought  her  ac- 
counts of  all  in  their  nbclurnal  interviews,  was 
careful  neither  to  undeceive  the  fecretary,  nor  af- 
front the  vanity  of  madame  Dafhkof. 

One  alone  of  all  the  factious  flood  in  no  need  of 
artful  prepoffefiion  :  it  was  that  very  Glebof  whom 
the  tzar  had  raifed  from  the  loweft  forms  of  chicane 
to  the  important  place  of  procureur-general  to  the 
fenate  *.  The  traitor,  judging  that  his  matter 
would  prove  unable  to  refift  the  united  attacks  of 
fuch  a  hofl  of  foes  as  were  plotting  his  deftruction, 
and  adding  cruelty  to  ingratitude,  refoived  to  con- 

*  When,  on  bis  accellion  to  the  throne,  this  prince  demanded 
the  resignation  of  prince  Schakofiko'i*. 

tribute 
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tribute  what  he  could  to  his  ruin,  in  order  to  profit 
by  the  change  it  would  produce.  He  accordingly 
looked  about  for  a  band  of  confpirators  with  whom 
he  might  join  ;  and  having  difcovered  that  of  Odart 
and  princefs  Dafhkof,  he  went  to  them  with  the 
offer  of  his  fervices. 

The  aim  of  all  thofe  who  federally  confpired 
againfl  Peter  III.  was  to  dethrone  him ;  but  they 
were  not  difpofed  to  fet  about  it  in  the  fame  man- 
ner. Panin,  Razumoftky,  Orlof,  thought  it  bell 
to  begin  by  feizing  on  his  perfon  at  Peterhof  *,  at 
the  conclufion  of  one  of  thofe  orgies  which  could 

*  The  imperial  palace  of  Peterhof,  fituate  on  the  (hore  of  the 
Cronftadt  gulf,  is  twenty-five  verfts  from  St.  Petersburg,  eight  verfts 
below  Strelna,  and  eight  verfts  above  Oranienbaum.  Peter  the  great 
employed  the  architect  Le  Blond  to  build  it,  and  to  direct  the  lay- 
ing out  of  the  gardens  ;  and  its  decorations  have  been  increafed 
by  all  the  fucceeding  monarchs.  Here  annually  a  grand  feftival  is 
given  inhonouroft.be  patron  faints  of  the  imperial  houfe,  Peter  and 
Paul.  It  confifts  in  mafquerades,  to  which  from  three  thoufand 
to  four  thoufand  perfons  of  both  fexes  repair  from  Peterfburg, 
fo  that  there  is  fcarcely  a  horfe  left  in  the  town.  At  night  the 
palace,  with  all  the  gardens,  walks,  terraces,  canals,  cafcades, 
and  fountains,  as  well  as  the  yachts  that  lie  oft  the  more,  are  all 
grandly  illuminated ;  which,  efpecially  the  vaft  cafcade,  rolling 
its  meets  of  water  over  the  lamps,  have  a  furprifingly  brilliant 
effect.  In  fome  of  the.  apartments  are  rcfrefnments  of  every 
kind,  accefiible  to  all.  *  About  ten  in  the  evening  long  tables 
are  fet  out  with  a  variety  of  choice  dimes  in  great  abundance,  at 
which  as  many  as  can  find  room  promifcuoufly  take  their  places, 
and  are  fumptuoufly  entertained  ;  as  each  is  fatibflcd,  he  retires, 
and  others  fucceed  ;  for  which  purpofe  the  tables  are  conftantly 
replenifhed  by  an  uninterrupted  fuccefiion  of  difhes. 

p  4  not 
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not  fail  to  take  place  on  his  coming  thither  to  cele- 
brate  the  anniverfary   of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul. 
Count  Panin,  with  fonie  others  of  the  confpirators, 
had  even  been  to  gain  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
his  apartment,  in  order  the  more  eafily  to  feize. 
him  on  the  fitted  occafion.     Lieutenant  Paflick, 
the  mod  ferocious,  the  mod  barbarous  of  his  coun- 
trymen,   infifted  on  afTafTmating  him  with  a  poi- 
gnard  in  the  midd  of  his  court  :    and  in  fpite  of  all 
that  Panin  could  do,  by  intreating  and  forbidding, 
he  went,  with  one  of  his  comrades,  named  Bafch- 
kakof,  to  lie  in  ainbufh  two  days  fucceffively,  wait- 
ing for  this  prince  on  one  fide  of  the  fmali  wooden 
houfe  inhabited  by  Peter  while  he  was  laying  the 
foundations  of  Peterfburg  :  thefe  two  days  Peter  III. 
did  not  appear.     But  if  the  confpirators  differed 
about  the  means  of  dethroning  the  tzar,  they  were 
dill  lefs  agreed  on  the  manner  of  fupplying  his  place. 
Catharine  afpired  to  the  fole  pofleflion  of  the  fu- 
preme  authority,     Orlof  and  princefs  Dafhkof  fup- 
ported  this  pretenfion.     Panin,  on  the  other  hand, 
propofed,  that  (he  fhould  govern  only  under  the 
name  of  regent  ;    and  that  the  title   of  emperor 
fhould  devolve   on  the  young  grand  duke  Paul  Pe- 
trovitch.     The  hetman  Razumoffky,  for  particular 

reafons,  was  of  the  fame  opinion  *. 

At 

*  When  the  plot  was  thoroughly  adjufkd,  Catharine  made  no 
fcruple  of  appearing  in  the  meetings  of  the  chief  confpirators. 
ghc  fent  for  them  feveral  times  to  Knot-fen's  houfe,  in  the  ilreet 

called 
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At  a  long  conference  held  by  the  principal  con- 

fpirators,  in  which  thefe  feveral  propofals  were  dif- 

cuffed,  Panin  had  the  courage  to  fay  to  Catharine  : — 

"  I   know,    madam,   what  you   would  have,  and 

"  what  you  are  able  to  do  ;  but  I  know  alfo  where 

"  your  ambition  mould  flop.     You  have  repeated 

"  it  a  hundred  times,  while  as  yet  grand  duchefs, 

"  that  you  were  only  defirous  of  the  title  of  mother 

6'  of  the  emperor.     Does  that  title  at  prefent  feem 

"  too  diminutive  to  you  ?     You  would  now  re- 

"  move  your  fon  from  the  throne  of  RufTia  ;    but 

**  what  right   have  you  to  feat  yourfelf  upon  it 

cc  alone?     Are  you   of  the  blood  of  the  tzars? 

"  Are  you  even  a  native  of  the  empire  ?     Think 

"  you  that  this  ancient  and  warlike  nation  will  ac- 

"  knowledge  for  their  fovereign  a  countefs  of  An- 

"  halt  ?     Think  you   that   they  will  not  be  incef- 

"  fantly  plotting  in  favour  of  the   defcendants  of 

"  Peter  the  great,  while  one  of  them  lies  languim- 

£S  ing  at  the  loot  of  the  throne,  and  others  continue 

"  to  groan  in  dark  and  loathfome  dungeons?     Do, 

"  madam,  give  up  your  praenfions  to  what  you 

(i  can  never  obtain.     Think  it  your  greateft  happi- 

"  nefs  to  be  able  to  efcape  the  extreme  dariget  that 

<c  prefles  upon   you  ;    and   that   the  only  means  of 

called  Morfkafa,'  or  to  another  houfe  on  die  bank  of  the  Mo'i'ka, 
where,  for  a  long  while  paft,  (he  had  had  private  interviews  with 
Gregory  Orfcf.  — The  Mo'ika  is  a  little  river  running  througli 
peterlbuig. 

"  juflifying 
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<c  juftifying  our  violent  undertaking,  is  to  convince 
"  the  world  that  your  fon  is,  more  than  yourfelf, 
"  the  object  of  your  concern." 

The  confpirators,  ftruck  with  the  firmnefs  and 
propriety  of  this  difcourfe,  for  a  time  remained 
mute.  Orlof  fhuddered.  Catharine  herfelf  kept  a 
momentary  filence.  At  length,  turning  to  Panin  ; — 
cC  Count,"  faid  fhe,  "  your  arguments  are  full  of 
"  force  ;  but  they  are  not  fufficient  to  produce  any 
"  alteration  in  my  fentiments.  I  know  the  Ruf- 
6C  fians ;  and  you  yourfelf  are  fo  well  acquainted 
"  with  them  as  to  know,  that,  provided  they  are 
"  governed,  they  care  but  little  about  the  origin  of 
"  them  by  whom  the  government  is  adminiftered. 
<c  This  nation  knows  of  nothing  but  obedience, 
<c  even  when  the  hand  that  rules  it  leans  heavily 
"  on  it.  Mentchikof,  Biren,  Munich,  may  ferve  as 
cc  proofs  of  this  truth.  But  it  is  not  thus  that  I 
iC  defign  to  reign:  far  from  it;  I  fhall  aft  with 
"  lenity,  with  juftice,  and  in  fuch  manner  as  not 
"  to  give  the  flighted  pretext  to  difcontent.  But 
"  you,  who  tell  me  of  murmurs  and  rebellions,  do 
"  you  forget  that  it  is  moflly  under  regencies  that 
"  rebellions  break  out  ?  Nay,  fhould  we  ever  have 
<c  had  a  thought  of  that  we  have  now  been  con- 
<c  triving,  if  Feter  III.  were  capable  of  guiding 
"  with  firmnefs  the  reins  of  government  ?  You 
tc  are  alarmed  for  my  fon  ;  but  had  you  rather 
"  abandon  him  to  the  fantaftic  humours  of  a  father, 
tf  by  whom  he  is  already  difowned,  than  truft  his 
9  "  fortune 
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*c  fortune  to  a  mother  who  lev  n  ?    and,  if  I 

*c  afpire  to  the  fupreme  comma-,:!,  is  it  not  ror  he 
(C  welfare  of  that  child  ?  is  it  not  that  I  may  be  the 
tc  better  able  to  recompenfe  th  ho,   like  you, 

"  arTift  me  to  defend  him?  Poubtlefs,  they  may 
<c  ail  rely  on  my  everlafting  gratitude  ;  but  in  order 
"  to  prove  it  to  my  heart's  content.  [  mud  have 
•"  the  power  ;  and  that  power  is  what  I  expect 
"  from  you." 

Panin  was  not  in  the  lead:  fhaken  ;  opinions  were 
divided,  and  the  confpirators  came  to  no  fixed  de- 
termination. 

It  was  eafy  to  perceive  that  Panin  only  wifhed  to 
fet  his  pupil  on  the  throne,  in  the  hope  of  occupy- 
ing himfelf  the  fecond  place  in  the  empire,  and  to 
govern  in  his  name.  Catharine  had  too  much  dis- 
cernment not  to  have  discovered  this  motive  long 
before  ;  accordingly  fhe  had  given  private  affurances 
to  Panin  that  me  would  appoint  him  prime  minifter  ; 
taking  care,  however,  not  to  confirm  this  promife 
in  prefence  of  the  other  confpirators,  for  fear  of 
offending  the  ambition  of  any  of  the  party. 

Princefs  Dafhkof,  Orlof,  Odart,  thole  who  wanted 
to  beftow  the  fupreme  power  on  Catharine,  vied 
with  each  other  in  feeking  fome  means  for  inducing 
count  Panin  to  alter  his  mind  ;  but  it  was  long  to 
no  purpofe,  and  they  would  certainly  not  have  been 
able  to  fucceed,  if  a  paflion  lefs  terrible,-  but  more 
powerful,  had  not  come  into  conflict  with  ambition. 
Love  had  already  enlifted  in  the  fervice  of  Catha- 
rine 
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rine  the  boldeft  and  mod  intrepid  of  her  confpira- 
tors :  love  granted  another  lady  the  boon  of  fub- 
duing  him,  whofe  ftubborn  mind  was  not  to  be 
moved  by  majefty  itfelf, 

The  neccflhy  into  which  the  plot  had  led  Pan  in 
of  converging  frequently  with  the  princefs  Daflikof*; 
the  wit,  the  vivacity,  the  petulance  of  this  young 
woman  ;  her  whole  character,  in  fhort,  infpired 
him  with  a  lively  tendernefs  for  her.  He  was  not 
long  in  making  her  an  open  declaration  of  his  paf- 
fion  :  llie  received  it  with  coldnefs,  and  afforded 
him  no  hope  of  fuccefs.  It  was  not  however  virtue 
in  riiadame  Bafhkof,  that  impelled  her  to  reject  the 
profeflions  ofPanin.  Many  other  known  fuitors 
had  already  experienced  that  it  was  not  invincible. 
But  the  age,  the  heavy  air  of  Pani^  the  intimacy 
in  which  he  had  lived  with  the  mother  of  princefs 
Daihkof  *  ;  and,  above  ail,  the  deep  and  lively  fen- 
timent  me  had  vowed  to  another,  prevented  her 
from  yielding  to  the  perfuafions  of  the  preceptor, 
who,  dumb  from  that  moment  on  the  fubject  of  his 
paflion,  feemed  to  take  pleafure  in  contradicting  the 
author  of  its  difappointment. 

The  fubtle  and  vigilant  Odart  alone  discovered 
the  fecret  motive  of  Panjn's  refinance,  and  imme- 
diately promifed  to  overcome  it.  He  hailened  to 
the  princefs ;  and,  after  having  heard  her  confirm 
what  he  had  only  fufpe&ed,  convened  with  her  in 

*  She  believed,  with  the  public,  that  flie  owed  her  birth  to 
that  intimacy. 

all 
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all  the  familiarity  of  a  zealous  confidant  and  an  ac-. 
complice,  who  was  daily  in  concert  with  her, 
braving  exile  and  death.  Exempt  from  all  preju- 
dices, or  rather  incapable  of  an  efreem  for  virtue, 
Odart  had  the  effrontery  to  ridicule  that  which 
feemed  to  be  a  check  on  princefs  Dafhkof.  Then, 
putting '  on  a  graver  look,  he  reprefented  to  her 
that  if  me  thought  it  a  fault  to  yield  to  the  follicita- 
tions  of  Panin,  that  fault  would  be  ennobled  by  the 
motive  that  impelled  her  to  commit  it.  He  re- 
minded her  of  the  union  of  fentiment  that  attached 
her  to  the  emprefs ;  and,  friendfhip  being  the 
principal  virtue,  no  facrifice  mould  feem  too  dear, 
when  we  were  called  to  the  fervice  of  a  friend  : 
and  concluded  with  reprefenting  to  her,  that  it 
would  be  the  triumph  of  heroifm  to  brave  the  dis- 
grace of  making  her  charms  fubfervient  to  her  am- 
bition. The  princefs  Dafhkof,  whofe  romantic 
imagination  was  eafily  elevated,  gave  implicit  credit 
to  all  that  was  told  her  by  Odart,  confented  to  what- 
ever Panin  propofed,  and  Catharine  had  no  more 
ubftacles  to  apprehend  on  the  part  of  the  count*. 

*  It  is  but  juilice  to  obferve  in  this  place,  that  many  perfons 
who  attended  fucceflively  the  courts  of  Elizabeth,  Peter  III. 
and  the  late  emprefs,  have  uniformly  affirmed,  fchat,  of  all  the 
imputations  thrown  out  on  princefs  Dafhkof  concerning  certain 
peculiarities  in  her  difpofition  and  temper,  they  never  once  heard 
the  (lighted  fufpicion  c&ft  on  her  chaflity  :  and  to  her  friends  it 
has  always  been  her  boaft,  that,  though  a  widow  at  the  age  of 
eighteen,  the  mqlj:  malignant  of  her  enemies  had  nothing  to  ac- 
ciife  her  of  in  this  refpeft. 

The 


222  LIFE    OF    THE  [lj6i. 

The  confpirators  therefore  being  brought  to 
agreement,  thought  no  longer  of  anything  but'  of 
putting  their  plan  in  execution.  Of  chiefs  there 
was  no  want ;  but  foldiers  were  to  be  obtained. 
The  firiL  thing  to  be  done  was  to  gain  over  thofe 
of  the  guards, 'as  well  for  depriving  the  emperor 
of  their  defence,  as  for  a  fupport  to  the  caufe.  The 
Orlofs,  Bibikof,  and  Paffick  had  already  feduced 
three  companies  of  the  regiment  of  Ifmailof;  but 
this  number  was  not  fufficient,  and  it  was  only  by 
money  that  they  could  hope  to  corrupt  others.  The 
emprefs  had  it  not  in  her  power  to  furnifh  any,  as 
flie  had  fcarcely  wherewith  to  defray  the  daily  ex- 
pences  of  her  hpufehold.  She  therefore,  in  con- 
cert with  princefs  Bafhkof,  commimoned  Odart  to 
make  application  to  M.  de  Breteuil  for  a  fupply. 
That  minister,  long  the  confidant  and  the  dupe  of 
the  emprefs,  was  preparing  to  quit  Peterfburg.  He 
was-  not  ignorant  that  a  confpiracy  was  on  foot,  but 
he  knew  neither  the  fprings  that  were  to  fet  it  in 
motion,  nor  the  means  by  which  it  was  to  be  con- 
dueled  :  he  was  doubtful  of  its  fuccefs ;  and,  when 
Odart  informed  him  that  Catharine  was  defirous 
that  the  king  of  France  would  lend  her  fixty  thou- 
fand  rubles,  he  hefitated  to  advance  that  trifling 
fum.  Fearing  however  to  mortify  the  felf-love  of 
the  emprefs  by  a  formal  refufal,  as  well  as  to  give 
too  much  credit  to  the  affertions  of  Odart,  whom 
h«  regarded  in  no>other  light  than  as  a  prefumptuous 
adventurer,  he  told  him  that  he  might  affure  her 

majefty 
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majefty  that  the  king  his  mafter  would  efteem  it  a 
pleafure  to  afford  her,  on  that  occafion,  a  proof  of  his 
attachment,  and  that  he  would  without  delay  com- 
municate to  him  wjiat  flie  defired.  At  the  fame 
time  he  drew  up  the  form  of  a  note  which  he  put 
into  the  hands  of  Odart,  that  fhe  might  write  it  in 
her  own  hand,  and  return  it  to  him.  The  note 
was  conceived  in  thefe  terms  :  "  j'ai  charge  le  por- 
"  teur  du  prefent  billet  de  vous  faire  mes  adieux, 
"  et  de  vous  prier  de  me  faire  quelque  petite  com- 
"  million,  que  je  vous  prie  de  m'envoyer  le  plutot 
"  poflible  *." 

The  Piedmontefe,  thinking  that  the  emprefs 
would  not  have  any  fcruple  to  write  this  note,  pro- 
mifed  it  to  M.  de  Breteuil.  But  that  princefs,  fen- 
fibly  hurt  at  the  diftruft  (hewn  by  the  french  mi- 
nifter,  the  delays  he  put  in  practice,  and  the  ftate 
of  dependence  in  which  he  wanted  to  place  her  on 
a  court  fhe  detefled,  vouchfafed  not  even  to  give 
him  an  anfwer  ;  and  M.  de  Breteuil,  having  waited 
fome  days  without  any  appearance  of  Odart,  fet 
out  from  Ruffia  and  proceeded  to  Vienna,  where 
he  received,  by  Versailles,  the  news  of  the  fuccefs 

*  What  a  fpecimen  of  M.  de  Breteuil's  ftyle  !  —  "  I  have 
u  commiffioned  the  bearer  of  the  prefent  note  to  bid  you  fare- 
'*  well  in  my  name,  and  to  requeft  you  to  give  me  fome 
"  fmall  commiffion,  which  I  beg  you  to  fend  mc  as  foon  as 
"  poffible." 

Of 
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of  the  confpiracy,  and  the  order  to  return  to  St. 
Petersburg *.    ' 

On  the  preffure  of  the  emergency,  Catharine  had 
confented  to  borrow  of  M.  de  Breteuil  ;  but  after- 
wards, willing  to  fhew  him  that  (he  could  difpenfe 
with  his  afliflance,  fhe  feized  the  inftant  of  his  de- 
parture to  fend  him  a  note,  which  Odart  privately 
delivered  to  Berenger,  the  charge  d'affaires,  and 
contained  the  following  words  :  "  L'emplette  que 
<c  nous  devious  faire  fe  fera  furement  bientot,  mais 
"  a  beaucoup,raeilleur  marche  :  ainfi  nous  n'avons 
"  pas  befoin  d'autres  fonds  f ." 

However,  Catharine  was  at  this  moment  in  the 
moil  tremendous  fituaticn.  The  dread  of  feeing 
her  fchemes  betrayed,  the  greater  apprehenfion  of 
being  arretted,  dethroned,  fhut  up  for  ever,  all 
circumftances  confidered,  filled  her  with  the  moft 
piercing  difquietude. 

Peter  all  this  while  feemed  only  intent  upon 
pleafure  ;  yet  in  reality  he  was  not  inattentive  to 
the  condition  of  the  unhappy  Ivan,  and  to  his  mi- 
litary preparations. 

*  This  is  exactly  the  manner  in  which  M.  de  Breteuil  was 
of  fervice  to  the  confpiracy  :  and  yet  it  is  well  known  how 
fond  he  was  of  boafting  in  France  how  greatly  he  had  forwarded 
it. 

f  "  The  purchafe  wc  intended  to  make  will  certainly  be  made 
"  foon,  but  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  :  therefore  we  have  no  need 
<f  of  other  fupplies." 

After 
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After  having  lodged  this  prince  at  Kexholm,  he 
caufed  him  to  be  fecretly  conducted  to  Petersburg* 
where  he  was  put  in  a  houfe  of  no  confpicuous 
figure  ;  in  which  he  vifited  him  during  the  night, 
accompanied  by  Gudovitch  and  Volkof. 

The  fleet  he  had  deftined  to  act  againft  Den- 
mark being  completely  equipped,  one  divifion  re- 
mained yet  at  Cronftadt,  while  the  other  lay  wait- 
ing for  it  at  Reval.  The  regiments  that  were  to 
followvin  this  expedition  were  already  in  Pomerania, 
and  others  were  on  their  march  to  join  them.  Iri 
a  word,  he  was  ready  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
his  army  for  the  invafion  of  Holftein.  What 
feemed  to  flatter  him  moil  in  this  conqueft  was  the 
being  capacitated  thereby  to  pay  his  refpe&s  to  him 
whom  he  ftyled  his  friend,  his  brother,  and  his 
model,  the  king  of  Pruffia.  In  the  expectation  of 
this  happinefs,  he  treated  the  envoy  of  that  mo- 
narch with  fuch  diflin&ions  and  even  adulations  as 
Frederic  himfelf  would  never  have  endured :  but 
this  envoy  *  was  young,  and  perhaps  vaunted  too 
much  of  the  marks  of  deference  fhewn  him  by  the 
emperor.     Peter  had  at  length  fixed  his  departure 

*  It  was  baron  Goltz,  who  was  afterwards  minifler  in  France 
from  Pruffia,  and  died  at  Bale  in  1794.  It  has  been  faid,  that 
while  Goltz  has  been  ihut  np  for  hours  together  with  young 
women  of  the  court,  the  tzar,  with  a  firelock  on  his  Ihoulder, 
flood  fentry  at  the  door,  as  a  common  foldier.  But  who  does 
not  fee  that  this  mufi  be  a  ftory  invented  by  the  calumniators  of 
that  unfortunate  prince  ? 

vol.  i.  o  for 
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for  the  day  following  the  feftival  of  Peter  and 
Paul  *,  which  he  was,  as  ufual,  to  celebrate  at 
Peterhofj  and  at  the  end  of  which  he  pnrpofed  to 
caufe  the  emprefs  to  be  arretted.  But  the  emprefs 
was  taking  meafures  effe&ually  to  prevent  his  de- 
fign.  Her  party  was  waiting  only  for  the  moment 
of  a&ionf.  That  moment  was  accelerated  by 
chance. 

*  To  make  it  believed  that  the  tzar  was  completely  flupid, 
the  report  has  been  ftudioufly  propagated,  that  when  he  was 
heated  by  wine  and  punch,  be  never  failed  to  talk  of  fchemes  of 
eonqueft,  and  to  give  himfelf  up  to  the  tranfports  of  an  extra- 
vagant ambition.  Two  days  before  the  revolution  that  hurled 
him  from  the  throne,  he  held,  it  is  faid,  the  following  difcourfe : 
"  Of  what  ufe  are  all  tlrofe  petty  fovereigns  of  Europe  I  What 
*'  are  they  ?  I  am  refolved  that,  in  future,  there  mall  be  but 
"  three  powers  in  this  part  of  the  world  :  Ruffia,  Pruffia,  and 
"  France.  I  will  have  all  the  North,  the  king  of  Pruflia  mail 
*{  have  all  Germany,  and  the  king  of  France  the  reft."-—  '*  But,** 
obferved  one  of  his  courtiers,  "  what  does  your  majefty  think 
"  of  putting  France  into  your  divifion  V  —  "  Oh  !  yes,"  replied 
the  tzar  ;  "  France  is  likewife  a  great  power!"  It  is  much  to- 
be  doubted  that,  however  intoxicated  Peter  might  be,  he  ever 
intended  to  make  fuch  a  partition  of  Europe. 

f  Cathariners  party  confifted  of  the  hetman  Razumofilcy,  the 
preceptor  of  the  grand  duke  count  Panin,  the  maftcr  of  artillery 
Villebois,  general  Volkonfko'i',  the  brothers  Orlof,  the  princefs 
Dafhkof  (to  whom  the  emprefs  was  as  Wrongly  attached,  as  the 
emperor  was  to  her  fifter  Elizabeth  Vorontzof),  Sec.  With 
Peter  was  count  Munich,  who  would  alone  perhaps  have  out- 
weighed all  the  others,  if  the  emperor  had  but  refolved  to  follow 
the  counfels  of  this  experienced  veteran. 


1762.]  EMPRESS    CATHARINE   Hi  Hj 


CHAR    IIL 

The  Confpirators  are  employed  in  putting  in  Execution 
the  Plot  of  dethroning  the  Tzar.  —  The  Arrefl  of 
Pqffick  bqftens  that  Execution. —Catharine  II  is 
acknowledged  Emprefs  by  the  Regiments  of  Guards, 
and  is  crowned  in  the  principal  Church  of  Pet  erf 
burg.  —  The  Troops  gained  over  by  the  Confpirators 
march  again  ft  Peter  IIL  —  Ir  reflation  and  extreme 
Weaknefs  of  that  Prince.  — Hefubmits  to  Catharine. 
—  He  is  imprifened  and  fir  angled.  —  Ccnfequences 
of  his  Death. 

1  hey  who  plan  a  confpiracy  have  always  more 
zeal,  more  vigilance  and  activity,  than  he  againfl 
whom  it  is  directed.  Accordingly  the  friends  of 
Catharine  were  carefully  informed  of  all  that  paifed 
about  the  tzar,  while  he  was  ignorant  of  all  their 
proceedings.  Expecting,  in  indolent  fecurity,  the 
feftivities  of  Peterhof,  his  majefly  was  gone  to  pafs 
fome  days  at  his  country  palace  of  Oranienbaum* 
whither  he  had  taken  with  him  fome  of  the  hand- 
fomeft  women  of  the  court.  On  this  occafion  a 
report  was  fpread,  that  he  wanted  to  demand  divorces 
for  thefe  women,  that  he  might  marry  them  to  fome 
of  his  courtiers.  It  was  even  added,  that  beds  had 
been  ordered  for  thefe   pretended   nuptials;    and 

O^z.  fhame, 
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fhame,  contempt,  and  jealoufy  created  him  new 
enemies,  and  tprocured  as  many  partifans  to 
Catharine. 

Without  knowing  precifely  the  fecret  of  the  con- 
fpiracy,  fome  perfons,  who  perceived  that  a  plot  was 
hatching  againft  the  tzar,  advertifed  him  of  it,  but 
could  not  prevail  on  him  to  determine  on  feizing 
the  traitors.  We  have  already  ken,  that  the  king- 
of  Pruffia  had  warned  him  without  effect  to  be 
cautious  about  his  perfonal  fafety.  Baron  Goltz 
and  count  Schverin  reiterated  to  him  the  fame 
remonftrances  in  the  name  of  that  monarch,  and 
had  no  better  fuccefs  than  their  matter.  The  only 
anfwer  they  obtained  from  the  too  confident  Peter 
was :  "  Mind  what  I  fay  :  if  you  are  my  friends, 
*c  never  fpeak  to  me  again  on  that  odious  fubject  *." 

Some  time  prior  to  the  explofion  of  the  plot,  a 
french  architect,  named  Valois,  waited  for  the  tzar 
at  the  houfe  of  the  britifh  miniller,  where  that 
prince  was  to  dine,  and  put  into  his  hand  a  written 
paper  in  which  he  divulged  to  him  the  feditious 
declarations  of  Teplof  t>  formerly  preceptor  to  the 

hetman 

*  See  the  hiftory  of  the  war  of  feven  years  by  Frederic  II. 

f  Teplof  was  the  natural  ion  of  Theophilus  archbifhop  of 
Novgorod  and  the  wife  of  a  llopnik,  or  heater  of  (loves.  Teplof 
was  brought  up  by  the  prelate,  who  was  not  without  learning. 
Teplof,  being  yet  very  young,  was  engaged  by  Alexius  Razu- 
mofsky  to  begin  the  education  of  his  brother  Cyril,  juft  then 
arrived  at  Peterfburg.  Being  now  introduced  at  court,  he  was 
guilty  of  fome  a£t  which  brought  on  him  a  fentence  of  banifh- 

ment, 
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hetman  Cyril  Razumofsky,  and  a  creature  of  Bef- 
tuchef.  The  tzar,  obliged  to  yield  to  the  repre- 
sentations of  his  friends,  caufed  Teplof  to  be 
taken  into  cuftody,  but  neglefted  to  have  him 
interrogated  for  drawing  from  him  fuch  confeffions 
as  might.have  tended  to  unveil  the  defigns  of  the 
confpirators. 

Thofe  who  at  firft  had  agreed  to  feize  and  carry 
off  the  tzar  on  his  appearance  again  at  St.Peterf- 
burg,  thought,  in  confequence  of  a  new  deliberation, 
that  it  would  be  too  dangerous  to  wait  fo  long,  and 
that  it  would  be  better  to  execute  their  defign  on  his 
coming  to  Peterhof. 

The  plan  was  well  concerted  :  each  of  the  con- 
fpirators  was  reckoning  on  his  own  courage  and  the 
fidelity  of  his  friends,  when  all  at  once  their  plot 
was  difcovered.  This  dilcovery,  however,  was  only 
the  effeft  of  chance  ;  and,  by  a  ftrange  caprice  of 
fortune,  the  very  accident  which,  by  its  natural 
effed",  ought  to  have  difconcerted  the  traitors,  em- 
boldened them  y  and  their  precipitancy  fecured  their 
fuccefs. 

By  an  excefs  of  diffidence  or  precaution,  princefs 
Dafhkof  and  Odart  had  fet  a  trufty  perfon  to  watch 


menr,  but  the  protection  of  the  Razumofskies  procured  him  a 
pardon.  It  was  to  the  fame  protection  that  he  afterwards  owed 
his  fortune.  Cyril,  on  becoming  hetman  of  the  kozaks,  got 
him  tht  appointment  of  counfellor  of  ftate,  and  entrufted  to  him 
the  government  of  the  Ukraine,  where  Teplof  committed  num- 
beiiefs  acls  of  colJufion  and  injuftice. 
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the  fleps  of  each  of  the  chiefs  of  the  confpiracy, 
who  regularly  brought  them  an  exacl:  account  of 
whatever  thefe  chief;,  might  be  likely  to  do  ;  in 
fuch  manner,  that  if  there  had  been  the  lead  ten- 
dency towards  treachery  among  them,  they  would 
have  detected  it  inftantaneoufiy,  and  have  taken 
meafures  for  their  fecurity  or  their  vengeance. 

Paflick  had  gained  the  foldiers  of  the  company 
of  the  guards  in  which  he  was  lieutenant.  One 
of  thefe  foldiers,  imagining  that  Paflick  did  nothing 
but  in  concurrence  with  his  captain,  afked  the 
captain  on  what  day  they  were  to  take  up  arms 
againft  the  emperor.  The  captain,  furprifed,  had 
recourfe  to  diflimulation ;  and  anfwering  the  que- 
flions  of  the  fpldier  in  vague  and  indiftincl:  terms, 
drew  out  of  him  the  fecret  of  the  confpiracy,  and 
went,  without  delay,  to  make  report  of  it  to  the 
chancery  of  the  regiment. 

It  was  nine  o'clock  at  night.  Paflick  was  put 
•under  arreft :  but  at  fTrit  he  was  fhoved  into  a  room, 
where  he  had  time  to  write  with  a  pencil  on  a  fcrap 
of  paper,  "  Proceed  to  execution  this  inftant,  or 
"  we  are  undone."  The  man  who  watched  his 
motions  prefented  himfelf  at  the  dpor.  Paflick, 
not  knowing  him,  but  feeing  that  everything  was 
to  be  rifked,  gave  him  the  billet,  telling  him  that, 
if  he  ran  with  it  in  all  fpeed  to  the  hetman  Razu- 
rnofsky,  he  would  be  handfomely  rewarded.  The 
fpy  hurried  to  the  princefs  Dafhkof,  and  put  the 
billet  into  her  hand.     Panin  happened  that  moment 

to 
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to  come  in.  She  propofed  to  flatten  the  execution, 
of  their  project,  obferving  that  the  only  means  of 
faving  themfelves  from  the  vengeance  of  the  tzar 
was  to  prevent  it ;  and  that,  however  weak  he 
might  be,  if  time  were  allowed  him  to  put  himfelf 
on  his  defence,  it  would  be  impoffible  to  get  the 
better  of  him.  But  whether  or  not  Panin  thought 
really  that  the  enterprife  could  not  fucceed,  whether 
his  capacity  was  not  fufficiently  feconded  by  courage 
for  beginning  to  aft,  he  refufed  to  fubmit  to  the 
reafons  of  princefs  Dafhkof;  and  after  having  told 
her  that  it  would  be  better  to  wait  till  the  next  day, 
to  know  what  was  fitted  to  be  done,  he  withdrew. 

In  the  mean  time  the  emifTaries  of  princefs  Dafh- 
kof had  already  taken  care  to  give  intelligence  to 
the  other  confpirators.  On  Panin's  departure,  (he 
put  on  man's  apparel,  and  went  to  join  Orlof  and 
his  friends  on  the  green  bridge,  where  fhe  was  in 
the  habit  of  feeing  them,  that  fhe  might  avoid  raifing 
fufpicion  by  getting  to  her  too  many  fubakem 
officers  and  foldiers  *. 

Thefe  confpirators  were  neither  lefs  uneafy  than 
princefs  Dafhkof,  nor  lefs  impatient  for  haftening 

*  Befides  the  noble  and  beautiful  river  Neva,  with  its  three 
bridges  of  boats  ingenioufly  removed  and  replaced  twice  every 
year,  and  befides  the  canals  with  their  elegant  quays  and  magni- 
ficent ftone  bridges,  there  is  yet  another  river,  pafiing1  through 
the  city,  the  Mo'i'ka,  the  numerous  drawbridges  over  which  are 
ftill  of  wood,  and  thefe  are  denominated  according  to  the  colour 
with  which  they  are  painted,  the  red  bridge,  the  blue  bridge, 
the  green  bridge,  &c. 

Q_4  the 
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the  execution  of  their  plot.  The  delay  till  the 
morrow  appeared  to  them  to  be  big  with  confer 
quences  the  mod  to  be  dreaded  ;  and  it  certainly 
would  have  been  fatal.  The  time  of  acting  was 
the  filence  of  the  night,  without  allowing  the  tzar 
time  to  form  an  inclination  to  prevent  them  nor 
the  troops  and  the  people  time  to  arm  for  the 
defence  of  the  tzar.  The  refolution  was  unanimous, 
While  Gregory  Orlof,  one  of  his  brothers,  and  his 
friend  Bibikof,  repaired  to  the  barracks  for  the 
purpofe  of  preparing  the  foldiers  of  their  party  to 
act  on  the  firft  fignal,  another  brother  of  Orlof, 
Alexius,  took  upon  him  the  perilous  commiffion 
of  going  to  find  out  the  emprefs  at  Peterhof. 

Under  pretext  of  leaving  the  apartments  free  for 
the  fellival  that  was  to  be  celebrated  at  the  palace, 
and  for  enabling  herfelf,  in  reality,  to  be  more  in 
readinefs  to  efcape,  Catharine  was  lodged  in  a 
remote  fummer-houfe  called  Monplaifir  *,  fituated 
at  the  extremity  of  the  garden  on  the  more  of  the 

*  It  Is  a  fmall  houfe  conftru&ed  in  the  dutch  ftyle,  built  by- 
Peter  I.  who  frequently  palled  fome  days  there,  and  in  which  his 
bed  is  ft  ill  preferved.  — The  evening  before  the  revolution,  Ca- 
tharine II.  walking  in  the  folitary  allees  of  this  garden,  happened 
to  caft  her  eyes  on  a  very  fmall  moot  of  oak,  was  ftruck  at  the 
fight  of  a  tree  fo  rare  in  thefe  parts,  and  furrounded  it  with  little 
flicks,  to  prefcrve  it  from  injury.  She  afterwards  had  it  inclofed 
by  a  trellis.  It  became  a  fine  tree ;  and  Catharine  was  fond  of 
regarding  it  as  an  emblem  of  her  reign.  The  perfon  who  com- 
municated this  note,  had  thefe  fa&s  from  the  mouth  of  that 
pnncefs  herfelf. 

gulf 
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gulf  of  Finland.  Here  fhe  had  caufed  to  be  fatened, 
as  if  without  defign,  a  fmall  boat,  that  it  might 
occafiona;Iy  be  of  fervice  in  the  fecret  vifits  of  her 
favourites,  and  to  facilitate  her  own  efcape  into 
Sweden,  if  the  confpiracy  fhould  be  difcovered. 
Gregory  Orlof  having  given  his  brother  a  key  to 
this  iummer-houfe,  inftrucled  him  in  the  methods 
he  mud  employ  for  getting  thither  ;  and  princefs 
Dafhkof  trufted  him  with  a  fhort  note,  to  engage 
the  emprefs  to  come  to  them  without  lofs  of  time. 

It  was  now  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The 
emprefs,  not  expecting  anybody,  had  retired  to 
reft,  and  lay  in  a  profound  fleep,  when  fhe  per- 
ceived herfelf  fuddenly  roufed,  and  faw  {landing  at 
the  fide  of  her  bed  a  foldier  whom  fhe  knew  nothing 
of.  Without  delivering  her  the  note  from  princefs 
Dafhkof,  the  foldier  faid  to  Catharine  :  —  (C  Your 
"  majefty  has  not  a  moment  to  lofe ;  get  ready  to 
"  follow  me  :"  and  immediately  difappeared. 

Catharine,  aftonifhed,  terrified,  called  Ivanovna.' 
They  drelTed  themfelves  in  hafle,  and  difguifed 
themfelves  in  fuch  manner  that  they  could  not  be 
known  by  the  fentinels  about  the  palace.  Scarcely 
were  they  ready,  when  the  foldier  returned,  and 
told  the  emprefs  that  a  carriage  was  waiting  for 
them  at  the  garden-gate.  It  was  a  coach  which, 
under  pretext  of  having  change  of  horfes  for  an 
excurfion  into  the  country,  princefs  Dafhkof  had 
kept  for  feveral  days  in  readinefs  at  a  houfe  inha- 
bited by  one  of  her  peafants  a  few  miles  from 

Peterhof, 
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Peterhof,  and  which  Alexey  Orlof  had  fent  one  of 
his  comrades  to  fetch. 

The  emprefs  reached  the  carriage  without  diffi- 
culty. She  got  into  it.  Alexey  Orlof  cook  the 
reins,  and  fet  off  at  full  fpeed.  Suddenly  the  horfes, 
being  over-driven,  flopped  fhort,  and  fell  down. 
They  were  obliged  to  get  out.  Alexey  Orlof  and 
his  companion  employed  every  effort  to  cheer  the 
horfes,  but  in  vain.  The  diflance  from  Peterfburg 
was  Mill  confiderable ;  it  was  in  the  midfl  of  the 
night*;  they  were  in  the  greatefl  confufion,  and 
the  danger  was  every  moment  becoming  more 
imminent ;  they  refolved  to  proceed  the  reft  of  the 
way  on  foot.  They  had  not  gone  far,  when  by 
good  luck  they  met  a  light  country  cart.  Alexey 
Orlof  feized  hold  of  the  horfes,  the  emprefs  got  in, 
and  they  fet  off  again  as  before.  They  prefently 
heard  the  found  of  another  carriage  coming  after 
them  with  unufual  rapidity.  It  was  Gregory  Orlof, 
who,  calculating  the  moments,  was  alarmed  at  not 
yet  feeing  the  emprefs.  Immediately  knowing  her, 
he  cried  out,  that  they  only  waited  for  her;  and 
without  ftaying  for  her  anfwer,  drove  on  before  to 
receive  her  at  Peterfburg.  At  length  Catharine, 
worn  out  with  fatigue  and  anxiety,  but  fufficiently 
miftrefs  of  herfelf  to  aflfume  a  fedate  and  tranquil 
air,  arrived  in  the  city  at  feven  in  the  morning  |. 

*  At  this  feafon  of  the  year  in  Ruflia  the  nights  are  fo  clear, 
that  Catharine  icckoncd  it  a  thing  certain,  that  notwithftanding 
her  difguife,  {he  fhould  be  known  by  fome  traveller! 

f  The  9th  of  July  N.  S.  1762. 

She 
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She  proceeded  tlire&ly  to  the  quarter  of  the 
Ifmailofsky  guards,  of  which  three  companies  had 
been  already  won  over  ;  but  the  confpirators  would 
not  permit  them  to  leave  the  barracks  till  Catharine 
appeared,  for  fear  of  failing  in  their  aim  by  too 
great  precipitancy.  At  the  report  of  the  arrival  of 
her  majefty,  about  thirty  of  the  foldiers,  half  dreiTed, 
ran  out  to  receive  her  with  clamorous  fhouts  of  joy. 
Surprifed  and  alarmed  at  feeing  fo  fmall  a  number 
of  foldiers  (he  kept  filence  for  a  moment,  and  then 
to\d  them,  in  a  tremulous  voice,  <c  that  her  danger 
-"  had  driven  her  to  the  neceflity  of  coming  to  afk 
"  their  afllftance ;  that  the  tzar  had  intended  to 
"  put  her  to  death  that  very  night,  together  with 
<f  her  fon  ;  that  fhe  had  no  other  means  than  by 
•"  flight  of  efcaping  death  ;  and  that  fhe  had  fa 
<f  much  confidence  in  their  difpofitions  as  to  put 
■'*  herfelf  entirely  in  their  hands." 

All  who  heard  her  fhuddered  with  indignation, 
and  fwore  to  die  in  her  defence.  Their  example, 
and  the  hetman  Razumofsky  their  colonel,  who 
was  not  long  ere  he  appeared,  foon  collected  other 
foldiers,  led  by  curionty,  in  great  numbers  about 
the  emprefs,  who,  with  one  confent,  declared  her 
fovereign.  The  chaplain  of  the  regiment  of  Ifmailof 
was  immediately  called,  who,  fetching  a  crucifix 
from  the  altar,  received  pn  it  the  oath  of  the  troops. 
Some  voices  were  heard  in  this  tumultuous  con- 
.courfe,  proclaiming  Catharine  regent ;  but  thefe 
founds  were  prefently  (lifted  by  the  threats  of  Orlof 
a  and 
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and  the  more  numerous  cries  of  "  Long  live  the 
cc  emprefs \" 

The  Simeonofsky  and  the  Preobaginfky  *  guards 
had  already  imitated  thofe  of  Ifmailof.  The  officers, 
with  the  utmofl  docility,  put  themfelves  at  the 
head  of  their  companies,  as  though  they  had  been 
engaged  in  the  plot.  Two  alone,  of  the  regiment 
of  Preobaginfky,  had  the  boldnefs  to  counteract 
their  foldiers  ;  but  they  were  fuddenly  arrefted  : 
and  among  thofe  who  had  been  gained  over,  there 
were  only  wanting  the  major  Tfchapelof  and  the 
lieutenant  Pufhkin,  whom  the  emprefs  had  fent 
orders  to  have  put  under  arreft,  obferving  with  cold- 
nefs  that  (he  had  no  further  occafion  for  them. 

While  the  hetman  Razumofsky,  prince  Volkon- 
fky,  counts  Bruce  and  Stroganof,  feveral  other 
general  officers,  and  princefs  Dafhkof,  remained 
about  Catharine,  and  flie  was  completely  fecuring 
the  three  regiments  of  guards,  Gregory  Orlof  ran 
to  the  regiment  of  artillery,  to  draw  it  into  the 
Tevolt,  and  march  it  to  the  emprefs.  But  though 
he  was  treafurer  of  that  corps,  and  well  enough 
beloved  of  the  foldiers,  they  unanimoufly  refufed 
to  follow  him,  and  infifted  on  feeing  the  orders  of 
their  general  Villebois.  That  officer  for  fome  time 
feemed  to  be  favourably  regarded  by  Catharine, 

*  Of  the  Afcenfion.  It  was  the  regiment  of  Preobaginffcy 
that  placed  Elizabeth  on  the  throne.  Elizabeth,  as  a  grateful 
return,  conferred  nobility  on  all  the  grenadiers  of  that  corps. 

and 
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and  thought  that  he  was  fo  flill ;  but  as  flie  difcerned 
in  him  a  probity  too  auftere  to  allow  her  to  hope 
that  he  would  take  part  in  the  confpiracy,  fhe  had 
never  ventured  to  difclofe  it  to  him  ;  and  when  one 
of  the  friends  of  Orlof  appeared,  and  told  him  that 
her  majefly  commanded  him  to  come  and  join  her 
at  the  barracks  of  the  guards  at  the  head  of  his 
regiment,  he  afked  whether  the  emperor  was  dead. 
The  friend  of  Orlof,  without  anfwering  his  ques- 
tion, repeated  the  order ;  and  Villebois,  in  utter 
aftonifhinent,  went  alone  to  the  emprefs. 

Villebois,  feeing  Catharine  furrounded  by  an 
immenfe  crowd  of  people,  found  no  difficulty  in 
divining  what  it  was  fhe  expected  of  him  ;  but,  dill 
withheld  by  the  fidelity  he  hadfworn  to  the  emperor, 
or  by  the  danger  to  which  he  thought  her  majefty 
was  expofing  herfelf,  he  prefumed  to  fpeak  to  her 
of  the  obftacles  which  yet  remained  for  her  to  fur- 
mount  ;  and  added,  that  (lie  ought  to  have  forefeen 
them.  She  haughtily  interrupted  him  ;  and  replied, 
"  that  fhe  had  not  fent  for  him  to  afk  him  what 
"  fhe  ought  to  have  forefeen,  but  to  know  how  he 
"  intended  to  ad." 

"  To^obey  your  majefty,"  returned  Villebois  in 
confufion ;  and  went  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
his  regiment,  and  to  deliver  the  arfenals  to  the 
friends  of  Catharine. 

So  many  advantages  cod  the  emprefs  no  more 
than  two  hours.  She  faw  herfelf  already  furround- 
ed by  two  thoufand  warriors,  and  a  great  part  of 
2  the 
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the  inhabitants  of  Peterfburg,  who  mechanically 
followed  the  motions  of  the  foldiers,  and  were  eager 
to  applaud  them. 

The  hetman  Raztimofsky  advifed  her  then  to 
repair  to  the  church  of  Kazan,  where  everything 
was  prepared  for  her  reception.  She  accordingly 
fet  out,  attended  by  her  numerous  fuite.  The 
windows  and  doors  of  all  the  houfes  were  filled 
with  fpectators,  who  mingled  their  acclamations 
with  the  fhouts  of  the  foldiers,  The  archbifhop  of 
Novgorod,  who,  appareled  in  his  facerdotal  robes, 
and  accompanied  by  a  great  number  of  priefts, 
whofc  long  beards  and  hoary  heads  gave  them  a 
venerable  appearance,  ftood  at  the  altar  to  receive 
her,  fet  the  imperial  crown  on  her  head,  proclaimed 
her  in  a  loud  voice  fovereign  of  all  the  RufTias,  by 
the  name  of  Catharine  the  Second  \  and  declared* 
at  the  fame  time,  the  young  grand  duke  Paul  Pe- 
trovitch  her  fucceflbr.  A  Te  Deum  was  then 
chanted,  accompanied  with  the  fhouts  *  of  the 
multitude. 

This  ceremony  being  over,  the  emprefs  repaired 
to  the  palace  that  had  been  occupied  by  Elizabeth. 
The  gates  were  thrown  open  indifcriminately  to  all 
comers.  During  feveral  hours  the  crowd  flocked 
thither,  falling  on  their  knees  before  her,  and  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance. 

*  The  ruffian  cry  on  joyful  occafions  is,  hurra  J  This  word 
is  written  in  fome  languages  huzza;  it  is  an  acclamation  common 
to  almoft  all  the  people  of  the  north. 

In 
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In  the  mean  time  the  confpirators  were  unwearied 
in  their  vifits  to  the  feVeral  quarters  of  the  town, 
to  piit  them  in  a  flate  of  defence  \  everywhere  fta- 
tioning  a  guard*  and  placing  cannons  with  match 
lighted,  without  meeting  any  impediment  or  inter- 
ruption. Prince  George  of  Holdein,  uncle  to  the 
emperor,  dared  to  venture  out,  followed  by  a  few 
faithful  foldiers ;  but  he  was  furrounded,  forced  to 
furrender,  loaded  with  infults,  roughly  handled, 
and  dragged  to  prifon,  whence  the  emprefs  deli- 
vered him  after  fome  hours,  in  order  to  put  him 
under  arreft  in  his  own  houfe. 

Not  only  no  refidance  was  oppofed  to  the  par- 
tifans  of  Catharine,  but  none  of  the  friends  of  the 
tzar  once  thought  of  informing  him  of  what  was 
paMing  at  Peterfburg.  One  man  alone,  a  foreigner, 
named  Brefian  *,  who  owed  his  fortune  to  thac 
prince,  had  the  refolution  to  indance  his  gratitude 
and  fidelity.  He  caufed  a  domeftic  to  put  on  the 
habit  of  a  countryman,  and  gave  him  a  written 
paper,  with  orders  to  deliver  it  only  into  the  hands 
of  the  emperor.  The  fervant  happened  to  pafs  juft 
as  the  confpirators  were  placing  a  guard  on  the 
Kalinka  bridge  over  the  Fontanka,  which  mud  be 
eroded  for  going  out  of  the  city  on  that  fide,  and 
made  the  bed  of  his  way  to  Oranienbaum  ;  but,  on 
his  reaching  the  palace,  he  found  that  the  tzar  was 

*  \He  came' into  the  country  as  a  barber  and  peruke-maker, 
being  born  in  the  ilate  of  Monaco,  and  was  a  naturalized  French' 
man. 

not 
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not  there,  and  was  obliged  to  go  in  quell  of  him  to 
Peterhof. 

All  circumftances  feemed  to  concur  to  favour  the 
plot.  On  the  Peterhof  road,  and  at  fome  diftance 
from  Peterfburg,  a  regiment  of  fixteen  hundred 
men  was  encamped,  among  whom  no  fort  of  tam- 
pering had  been  praclifed  ;  and  it  was  much  to  be 
apprehended  that,  on  the  very  firft  tidings  of  the 
revolt,  the  tzar  would  order  them  to  break  up  the 
camp,  and  join  his  holitein  troops.  No  fooner  were 
meafures  fet  on  foot  to  prevent  this  cataflrophe, 
than  colonel  Olfufief,  who  commanded  that  regi- 
ment, and  had  heard  fome  confufed  reports  of  what 
was  going  forward  in  town,  made  his  appearance  for 
gaining  further  information.  The  confpirators  got 
about  him,  talked  to  him  with  enthufiafm,  perfuaded 
him  by  arguments  adapted  to  the  purpofe  \  and 
Olfufief  prefently  returned  to  furrender  his  regi- 
ment to  Catharine.  At  the  very  moment  that  he 
was  haranguing  his  men,  an  order  from  Peter  ar- 
rived for  the  regiment  to  march  immediately  to  him. 
The  foldiers,  perplexed  and  confounded,  una- 
nimoufiy  cried  out,  that  they  did  not  acknow- 
ledge him  for  emperor,  and  directly  began  their 
march  togo  and  augment  the  forces  of  the  confpiracy. 

Before  the  end  of  the  day  Catharine  had  already 
fifteen  thoufand  men  of  picked  troops.  The  city 
was  in  a  formidable  ftate  of  defence.  Strict  order 
prevailed  there ;  and  by  the  greateft  good  fortune, 
not  one  drop  of  blood  was  flied. 

What 
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What  principally  tended  to  the  fervice  of  that: 
princefs,  was  the  intereft  and  concern  that  her  par- 
tifans  infpired  into  all  men  for  her,  by  propagating 
on  every  fide,  that  the  tzar  had  deflined  that  very 
day  to  put  her  to  death  with  her  fon.  The  atro- 
cious falfehood  was  believed  without  examination  5 
and  fuccefs  was  the  reward  of  the  calumny. 

When  the  emprefs  was  at  the  palace,  me  fent 
without  delay  for  her  fon  Paul  Petrovitch.  A 
detachment,  at  the  head  of  which  marched  a  trufty 
officer,  was  difpatched  to  fetch  him  $  and  that 
young  prince,  who  had  been  often  told  of  the 
defigns  of  the  tzar  againfl  him,  on  his  waking  in 
the  midft  of  the  foldiers,  was  feized  with  an  alarming 
fright.  Panin  took  him  in  his  arms,  and  brought 
him  to  his  mother.  Catharine  then  led  him  into 
the  balcony  of  the  palace,  holding  him  up  to  (hew 
him  to  the  people,  whofe  acclamations  redoubled  at 
the  fight  of  the  child,  thinking  that  in  him  they 
beheld  the  new  emperor. 

A  report  all  at  once  got  up,  that  Peter  III.  was 
no  more,  and  that  the  proceffion  with  his  corpfe 
was  now  going  by.  A  profound  filence  then  took 
place  of  the  cries  of  the  multitude.  Several  foldiers 
in  long  black  cloaks,  with  torches  in  their  hands, 
walked  on  each  fide  of  a  large  coffin  covered  with  a 
pall,  and  preceded  by  a  number  of  priefls,  chanting 
their  litanies  as  the  proceffion  moved  along  ;  while 
the  crowd  refpectfully  fell  back  on  both  fides,  to 
make  room  for  it  to  pafs.     But  afterwards  it  was 

vol.  1.  r  not 
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not  doubted  that  this  was  an  additional  ftratagem 
invented  by  the  confpirators  for  deceiving  the 
people,  and  for  intimidating  the  partifans  of  the 
tzar. 

The  principal  nobles,  who,  for  the  molt  part, 
had  taken  no  fhare  in  this  confpiracy,  and  who 
firft  learned  the  fuccefs  of  it  at  their  rifing  in  the 
morning,  reforted  immediately  to  the  palace ;  where, 
forced  to  difguife  their  aftonifhment  and  vexation, 
they  united  their  homages  and  their  oaths  of  fidelity 
to  thofe  which  the  multitude  had  juft  been  taking  to 
Catharine. 

The  heads  of  the  confpiracy,  collected  round  that 
princefs,  now  held  a  council,  refolved  to  profit  by 
the  difpofitions  of  the  army,  and  to  march  in  all 
hade  directly  to  the  emperor  :  but,  in  the  mean 
time,  for  putting  the  emprefs  in  fecurity  from  all 
attack  by  fea,  or  rather  in  order  to  quiet  the  foldiers, 
who  imagined  that  (he  was  liable  every  moment  to 
be  furprifed  and  aflaflinated  *,  they  conducted  her 
from  the  palace  of  Elizabeth,  into  an  old  palace 
built  of  timber,  facing  a  large  open  place,  and  which 
they  furrounded  by  troops. 

Towards  noon  her  majefty,  entirely  fure  of  St. 
Peterfburg,  caufed  a  manifeflo,  which  Odart  had 

*  This  apprehenfion  was  abfnrd  and  ridiculous,  fince,  in  order 
to  attack  the  winter  palace,  where  (lie  was,  it  would  be 
neceffary  to  go  up  the  Neva  in  boats,  and  pafs  the  thundering 
batteries  of  the  admiralty  Handing  by  the  fide  of  it. 

fecretly 
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fecretly  caufed  to  be  printed  a  few  days  before,  to 
be  diftributed  throughout  the  city  #. 

This  publication  being  made,  the  emprefs  caufed 
a  notification  to  be  delivered  to  the  foreign  minifters 
on  the  day  when  they  were  to  be  admitted  to  pay 
their  court,  and  prefent  their  compliments  of  con- 
gratulation on  the  event. 

While  thefe  things  were  tran fading,  the  emprefs, 
decorated  with  the  infignia  of  the  order  of  St. 
Andrew,  and  habited  in  the  uniform  of  the  guards, 
which  fhe  had  borrowed  for  the  occafion  of  a  very 
young  officer,  named  Taliezin,  mounted  on  horfe- 
back,  and  rode  through  the  ranks  with  princefs 
Dafhkof,  who  was  alio  in  uniform.  It  was  then 
that  Potemkinf,  enfign  of  the  regiment  of  horfe- 
guards,  perceiving  that  Catharine  had  no  plume  in 
her  hat,  rode  up  to  oifer  her  his.  The  horfe  on 
which  Potemkin  was  mounted,  being  accuftomed 
to  form  into  the  fquadron,  was  fome  time  before 
he  could  be  brought  to  quit  the  fide  of  that  of  her 
majefty,  thereby  affording  her  an  opportunity  of 
remarking  for  the  fir  ft  time  the  grace  and  agility  of 
him  who,  in  the  fequel,  gained  fuch  anafcendant 
over  her. 

*  See  the  appendix,  No.  IV7,  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

»T  Poterolcin  was  born  in  1736,  and  was  now  twenty-fix  years 
of  age.  Catharine  had  before  feen  him  with  Orlof ;  but  being 
only  one  of  the  fubordinate  confpirators,  fire  did  not  appear  to 
take  much  notice  of  him. 

r  2  •  The 


2^4  LIFE    OF   THE  [*7o"2. 

The  troops,  being  inceffantly  fupplied  with  beer 
and  brandy,  inceffantly  likewife  expreffed  their 
fatisfaclion  by  reiterated  vociferations  of  hourra  t 
and  by  tolling  up  their  hats  and  caps  ;  but  a  regi- 
ment of  cavalry,  of  which  Peter  III.  had  been 
colonel  while  yet  only  grand  duke,  and  which  he 
had  incorporated  with  the  guards  on  his  acceilion 
to  the  throne,  took  no  participation  in  this  tumul- 
tuous joy.  The  officers,  having  all  refufed  obe- 
dience to  Catharine,  were  under  arrefl,  and  replaced 
by  the  officers  of  other  regiments  ;  and  the  foldiers, 
by  the  fullen  filence  they  obferved,  formed  a  (hiking 
contrail  with  the  furious  noife  and  gefticulations  of 
the  reft. 

But  the  party  was  too  ftrong  to  have  anything 
to  fear  from  this  regiment  j  and  they  began  now 
to  march  the  troops  from  the  city,  to  proceed 
againfl:  the  tzar.  Her  majefty  fat  down  to  dinner 
near  an  open  window,  in  full  view  of  the  foldier& 
and  the  multitudes  whom  curiofity  had  afiembled 
in  the  ample  place  before  the  palace. 

Peter  III.  had  yet  no  fufpicion  of  what  was 
pafllng.  His  fecurity  was  even  fo  great,  that  he 
had  that  morning  caufcd  a  faithful  officer  to  be  ar- 
retted, who  the  evening  before,  having  had  fome 
intimations  of  the  confpiracy,  had  haflened  in  the 
night  to  Oranienbaum,  thinking  it  his  duty  to  in- 
form him  of  it.  Peter  afterwards  fet  out  in  a  calafh, 
with  his  rniftrefs,  his  favourites,  and  the  women  of 
his  court,  for  Peterhof,  to  be  prefent  at  the  grand 

.feftivitiss 
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fcflivities  of  the  following  day,  in  honour  of  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul.  The  tzar's  carriage  was  at- 
tended by  feveral  others  ;  and  this  numerous  train 
proceeded  in  a  fwift  pace,  the  feveral  companies  with- 
in gaily  entertaining  themfelves  with  the  pleafures 
they  expected,  when  Gudovitch,  the  general  aide- 
de-camp,  who  had  galloped  on  before,  was  perceived 
returning  at  full  fpeed.  Gudovitch  had  met  on 
the  road  one  of  the  chamberlains  of  the  emprefs  *, 
coming  on  foot  to  his  matter  to  inform  him  of 
Catharine's  efcape,  and  the  uneafinefs  and  per- 
plexity that,  in  confequence  of  it,  filled  the  whole 
palace  of  Peterhof.  At  this  unexpected  news, 
Gudovitch  turned  back,  and,  as  he  approached  the 
tzar's  carriage,  called  out  to  the  driver  to  (top.  Peter, 
furprifed,  and  even  rather  angry,  not  knowing  what 
could  caufe  his  aide-de-camp  to  ride  back  with  io 
much  fpeed,  afked  him  if  he  was  mad.  Gudovitch 
came  clofe  to  the  carriage,  and  whifpered  fome 
words  in  his  ear.  Peter  now  turned  pale,  and, 
flrongly  agitated,  got  out  of  the  carriage,  and  went 
afide  with  Gudovitch  in  order  to  interrogate  him 
more  at  his  eafe.  Then  returning  to  the  carriage, 
and  having  defired  the  ladies  to  come  out,  he  fhewed 
them  a  gate  of  the  park,  through  which  he  bade 
them  join  him  at  the  front  of  the  palace,  regained 
the  carriage  with  fome  of  his  courtiers,  and  departed 
mth  the  greateft  expedition. 

*  His  name  was  Ifmailof. 

R  3  On 
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On  coming  to  Peterhof,  the  emperor  ran  to  the 
pavilion  that  had  been  occupied  by  Catharine  ;  and 
in  his  confufion,  in  his  extreme  concern,  he  looked 
about  for  her  as  if  fhe  might  have  been  concealed 
under  the  bed,  or  in  one  of  the  cupboards.  He 
overwhelmed  all  he  met  with  queftions ;  but  no- 
body could  give  him  any  fatisfa&ion.  Thofe  of 
greater  penetration  than  the  reft  already  forefaw 
the  whole  extent  of  his  misfortune,  but  were  filent, 
that  they  might  not  increafe  his  affright.  Countefs 
Vorontzof  his  miftrefs,  and  the  other  women,  who 
were  now  coming  up  the  walks  of  the  garden,  were 
flill  entirely  ignorant  of  what  it  could  be  that  had 
forced  the  tzar  to  quit  them  in  the  midft  of  the  road. 
As  foon  as  Peter  perceived  the  countefs,  he  called  to 
her:  C4  Homanovna,  will  you  believe  me  now? 
"  Catharine  has  made  her  efcape.  I  told  you  that 
"  fhe  was  capable  of  anything  !" 

In  the  mean  time  fome  boors,  who  were  re- 
turning from  St.  Petersburg,  related  to  a  group  of 
valets  whom  they  faw  (landing  about  the  palace, 
what  they  knew  of  the  infurrection  that  had  hap- 
pened, and  thefe  valets  talked  of  it  among  them- 
felves  in  whifpers,  but  neither  fpoke  of  it  to  their 
mafter  nor  to  any  of  the  courtiers.  A  gloomy 
fufpicion  already  prevailed  around  the  unhappy 
emperor.  It  feemed  as  if  a  fatal  prefentiment  had 
taken  pofTefnon  of  every  heart,  as  the  forerunrjer 
of  his  fall,  and  filled  his  own  with  confufion  and 
difmay,     He  prefently  became  afraid  to  put  any 

more 
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more  queftions,  and  nobody  dared  to  give  him  any 
information. 

At  length  a  countryman  fuddenly  came  up  in  the 
midft  of  this  affrighted  concourfe,  and  with  the 
ufual  falutation  of  a  profound  inclination  of  body, 
without  pronouncing  a  fingle  word,  drew  from  the 
bofom  of  his  caftan  a  fealed  note,  which  he  pre- 
fented  to  the  emperor.  This  countryman  was 
BrefTan's  domeflic.  The  emperor  took  the  note, 
ran  his  eyes  haftily  over  it,  and  then  reading  it  aloud, 
informed  thofe  who  were  {landing  round  him,  that 
a  rebellion  had  broke  out  that  morning  at  Peters- 
burg ;  that  the  troops  had  taken  arms  in  favour  of 
Catharine  ;  that  fhe  was  going  to  be  crowned  in 
the  church  of  Kazan ;  and  that  the  whole  populace 
feemed  to  take  part  in  the  infurrettion. 

The  tzar  feemed  greatly  dejected  at  thefe  tidings. 
The  courtiers  did  their  utmoft  to  communicate  to 
him  a  courage  which  they  did  not  themfelves  poflefs. 
The  chancellor  Vorontzof  obferved,  that  it  was 
highly  poflible  that  Catharine  might  have  ufed  her 
Endeavours  to  make  the  foldiery  and  the  people 
rife,  but  that  this  flight  fermentation  could  not  be 
attended  with  any  dangerous  confequences  ;  and  if 
the  tzar  would  give  his  confent,  he  would  hade  im- 
mediately to  Peterfburg,  and  be  bound  to  bring  the 
emprefs  back. 

The  tzar,  without  hefitation,  accepted  the  chan* 
cellor's  propofal ;  and  that  minifter  departed  for 
£own?     On  entering  the  palace,  he  found  the  em* 

R  4  prefs 
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prefs  furrounded  by  a  multitude  of  people  in  the  ad 
of  doing  homage.  He  neverthelefs  had  the  bold- 
nefs  to  reprefent  to  her  with  a  becoming  confidence 
the  danger  to  which  fhe  was  expofing  herfelf. 
"  You  may,"  faid  he,  "  madam,  have  fome  fuccefs  j 
*'  but  it  will  not  be  of  long  duration.  Is  it  there- 
"  fore  acling  wifely  to  truft  to  the  blind  zeal  of  your 
*c  imprudent  friends  ?  \s  it  worth  while,  for  the 
<c  fake  of  fharing  with  them  in  a  momentary  reign, 
Ci  to  make  an  irreconcileable  enemy  of  your  huf- 
fC  band  ?  Why  take  up  arms  againfl  him,  when 
€C  it  is  fo  eafy  for  you  to  obtain  whatever  you  can 
ec  defire  by  the  gentlenefs  of  your  perfuafion 
cc  and  the  fuperiority  of  your  mind  ?  Confider, 
*f  that  the  regiments  of  the  guards  do  not  compofe 
"  the  whole  army  of  the  tzar,  and  that  the  in- 
<c  habitants  of  St.  Peterfburg  are  t?ut  a  very  weak 
"  part  of  the  ruffian  nation."  Catharine  calmly 
replied,  *c  You  fee  how  it  is  :  it  is  not  I  that  am 
*'  doing  anything ;  I  only  yield  to  the  ardent  fen- 
*f  Ability  of  the  nation." 

The  chancellor,  who  actually  faw  the  crowd  every 
moment  increafing,  and  read  in  the  angry  looks  of 
fome  of  the  confpirators  that  theie  remonftrances 
might  be  attended  with  the  worft  of  confequences 
to  him,  forgot  his  duty,  took  the  oath  with  the  reft, 
and  added,  "  J  will  ferve  you  in  the  council, 
M  madam  •,  but  I  am  ufeleft  in  the  field.  My  pre? 
<c  fence  might  even  be  difpleafing  to  thofe  who 
V  have  t>een  hearing  my  addrefs  to  you  \  and  that 
9  "I  may 
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"  I  may  avoid  exciting  their  jealoufies,  I  befeech 
"  your  majefty  to  let  me  remain  in  my  houfe,  under 
"  the  guard  of  fome  trufty  officer. "  To  this 
reafonable  requefl  the  emprefs  confented.  She 
fent  him.  home,  with  orders  not  to  quit  his  houfe. 
By  this  prudent  precaution,  the  chancellor  was  at 
once  fafe  from  the  vindictive  fpirit  of  the  partifans 
of  Catharine,  and  from  the  fufpicions  of  the  tzar. 

At  fix  in  the  evening,  Catharine  a  fecond  time 
mounted  her  horfe ;  and,  with  a  drawn  fword  in 
her  hand,  and  an  oaken  wreach  about  her  temples, 
fhe  haftened  to  put  herfelf  at  the  head  of  her  troops 
that  were  already  on  their  march.  Princefs  Dafhkof 
and  the  hetman  Razumofsky  rode  one  on  each  fide 
of  her.  A  crowd  of  courtiers  followed ';  all  of  them 
vying  with  each  other  who  fhould  difplay  the  greatefl 
ardour  in  fharing  her  dangers,  and  partaking  in  her 
triumph.  Her  army  was  augmented  by  a  new 
accefHon  of  three  thoufand  kozaks  well  mounted, 
whom  the  emperor  had  ordered  to  file  off  towards 
Pomerania,  but  who  were  (lopped  on  the  way  by  a 
mefienger  from  the  hetman,  with  directions  to 
join  him. 

After  the  departure  of  the  chancellor  Vorontzof, 
the  tzar  had  continued  a  prey  to  the  moil  dif- 
treiling  anxieties.  He  was  every  inflant  receiving 
fome  news  of  the  progrefs  of  the  revolution. 
It  was  imporlible  for  him  any  longer  to  make  it  a 
matter  of  doubt.  Surrounded  by  women  in  tears, 
and  young  courtiers  incapable  of  giving  advice,  he 

ftrolled 
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(trolled  With  great  ftrides  about  the  walks  of  the 
gardens,  forming  twenty  different  plans,  and  ad- 
hering to  none :  one  while  indulging  in  violent  im- 
precations againft  Catharine  ;  then  dictating  ufelefs 
manifeftoes.  When  the  hour  of  dinner  was  come, 
he  commanded  it  to  be  ferved  up  on  the  margin  of 
the  fea,  and  feemed  for  fome  time  to  have  a  refpitc 
from  his  forrowful  reflections. 

But  this  refpite  was  of  fhort  duration.  His  af- 
frighted imagination  foon  held  up  again  the  danger 
that  menaced  him,  and  he  difpatched  an  order 
to  the  three  thoufand  Holfteiners  whom  he  had 
left  at  Oranienbaum,  to  come  immediately  with 
their  artillery.  It  was  juft  at  this  point  of  time 
that  the  venerable  marfhal  Munich  made  his  ap* 
pearance. 

Munich,  whom  the  emperor  refpected  on  account 
of  his  great  military  reputation,  and  whom  he  had 
almofl  affronted  by  requeuing  him  to  adopt  the 
new  pruflian  exercife  ;  Munich  was  the  only  man 
who  was  able  to  give  him  falutary  advice,  and  he 
gave  it  him.  "  Your  majefty's  troops  are  arriving," 
faid  the  veteran  commander.  "  Let  us  put  our- 
"  felves  at  their  head,  and  march  ftraight  to  Pe- 
<c  terfburg.  You  have  ftill  many  friends  there : 
"  immediately  on  your  appearance  they  will  arm  in 
<c  your  defence.  The  principal  part  of  the  guards 
cr  are  only  under  a  momentary  alienation,  into  which 
"  they  have  been  mifled,  and  will  foon  range  them- 
€t  felves  under  your  ftandard.     Befides,  if  we  are 

8  «'  forced 
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"  forced  to  come  to  action,  be  affured  that  the 
cc  rebels  will  not  long  difpute  with  you  the  palm  of 
•«  victory." 

This  refolution  feemed  feafible  to  the  tzar,  but  it 
was  far  from  pleafing  his  timid  courtiers  ;  and  while 
they  were  preparing  to  begin  their  march,  news 
arrived  of  the  emprefs's  approach,  whofe  army  was 
faid  to  confift  of  twenty  thoufand  men.  The 
women  cried  out,  that  it  would  be  better  to  go  back 
to  Oranienbaum.  Peter  himfelf  feemed  determined 
not  to  expofe  his  perfon.  "  Weli !"  returned 
Munich,  "  if  you  wifh  to  decline  a  battle  with  the 
"  rebels,  it  is  not  advifable  for  you,  at  any  rate,  to 
<c  flay  to  be  attacked  by  them  here,  where  you  have 
"  no  means  of  defending  yourfelf  to  advantage. 
"  Neither  Oranienbaum  nor  Peterhof  are  in  a 
<{  capacity  to  hold  out  a  fiege.  But  Cronftadt 
"  offers  you  a  fafe  retreat.  Cronftadt  is  dill  under 
"  your  command.  You  have  there  a  formidable 
■"  fleet,  and  a  numerous  garrifon.  It  is,  in  fhort, 
"  from  Cronftadt  that  you  will  find  it  an  eafy 
"  matter  to  bring  Petersburg  back  to  its  duty." 

This  advice  was  unanimoufly  applauded.  General 
Lievers  was  immediately  fent  off  in  a  boat  to  take 
the  command   of  Cronftadt  *  ;  and  fcarcely  were 

two 

*  The  [fland  of  Cronftadt  lies  oppofite  to  Oranienbaum,  at 
<he  distance  of  feven  verfts.  When  in  pofTeffion  of  the  Swedes 
it  was  called  Retufari,  and  by  the  Ruffians  Kodot-oftrot,  ketde- 
ifland.     In  J 723  Peter  the  great  named  it  Cronftadt,  or  crown 

town, 
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two  yachts  prepared  for  the  departure  of  the  tzar, 
than  an  officer  came  to  aflure  him  that  he  might 

rely 


town,  as  being  the  crown  to  his  new  city  :  it  is  fituate  in  the 
eaftern  extremity  of  the  gulf  of  Finland,  is  thirty  nine  vtrfts 
W.  N.  W.  diftant  from  St.  Peterfburg,and  from  Seftrabek  twelve. 
The  ifland  is  eight  verfts  in  length  from  E.  to  W.  and  about 
one  verft  in  breadth  ;  it  is  fiat,  about  eight  fathom  higher  than 
the  level  of  the  fea,  with  fome  woody  parts  of  birch  and  firs.  Its 
ftrata,  under  the  turf,  as  was  fecn  in  digging  the  canals,  are  clay 
and  limeftone.  Two  fmaller  iflands  on  its  fouthern  fide  are 
ftrongly  fortified,  one  of  which  has  the  name  of  Cronflot.  The 
town  and  fort  of  Cronftadt  were  built  by  Peter  T.  in  1 7 10.  It 
has  two  fine,  fecure,  and  fpacious  harbours,  one  for  the  imperial 
navy,  and  the  other  for  merchant- fhips,  of  which  it  is  full  during 
the  fummer  and  autumn  months.  The  tovVn  occupies  the  eaftern 
part  of  the  ifland,  is  large,  has  many  good  houfes,  feveral  churches, 
a  cuftom-houfe,  and  other  public  buildings.  Here  is  alfo  an 
cnglifh  church  with  a  minifter,  for  the  benefit  of  the  matters  and 
failors  of  the  mips  that  refort  hither  in  the  fervice  of  the  rufiia 
trade.  The  harbour  for  the  mips  of  war  is  extremely  remarkable, 
and  frequently  vifited  by  foreigners  to  their  great  fatisfadion. 
It  is  protected  by  piers  and  batteries,  and  belonging  to  it  is  the 
famous  Peter's  canal  and  the  docks.  The  cawal  was  begun  by 
Peter  I.  and  completed  under  Elizabeth,  by  general  Lubras.  It 
is  f  ed  with  mafonry,  one  thoufand  and  fifty  fathoms  in  length, 
at  bottom  fixty,  and  at  top  one  hundred  fathoms  broad,  twenty- 
four  fathoms  deep,  and  in  this  flate  extends  three  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  fathoms  into  the  fea.  Adjacent  to  the  canal  are  the 
docks,  in  which  ten  and  more  fhips  may  be  repaired  at  a  time. 
They  are  provided  with  proper  Unices,  for  admitting  and  for 
letting  out  the  fhips.  The  evacuation  of  the  bafon,  after  letting 
in  a  vefitl,  is  performed  by  a  fleam-engine.     The  other  canals 

made 
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rely  on  the  fidelity  of  that  place.  Peter,  who 
thought  he  already  faw  Catharine  at  the  gates  of 
P^terhof,  precipitately  got  on  board,  followed  by  his. 
affrighted  court  and  the  intrepid  Munich. 

It  feemed  as  if  fome  dreadful  fatality  hung  over 
the  head  of  the  unfortunate  monarch  to  fruftrate  all 
the  wifeft  meafures  he  adopted.  Everything  in 
Cronftadt  had  affumed  a  new  face  within  the  fpace 
of  a  few  hours.  The  fleet  and  the  regiments >  which 
had  juft  received  general  Lie  vers  with  cries  of  joy, 
and  fwearing  to  continue  their  fealty  to  the  tzar, 
had  already  broke  out  into  open  revolt :  Lieverswas 
deprived  of  the  command  and  put  into  prifon  ; 
and  this  rapid  change  was  the  effect  of  a  ftratagem. 

During  the  firfl  hours  of  the  infurre&ion,  and  in 
the  meafures  that  were  primarily  taken  for  enfuring 
its  fuccefs,  not  one  of  the  confpirators  had  beftowed 
a  thought  upon  the  fort  of  Cronftadt.  It  was  not 
even  till  afternoon  that  fomebody,  reflecting  on  the 
importance  of  that  place,  remarked  the  miftake 
they  had  committed  in  neglecting  it  fo  long.  Ad- 
miral Taliezin  made  the  offer  to  go  and  take  pof- 
feflion  of  it.  It  was  accepted.  He  embarked  in  his 
long-boat,  exprefsly  forbad  his  rowers  to  mention 
whence  they  came,  and  arrived  at  Cronftadt.     Ge- 

made  by  order  of  the  late  emprefs,  the  large  mole  furroundcd  by 
a  pier  of  granite,  conftrucled  under  the  direction  of  admiral 
Greig,  with  many  other  particulars,  render  Cronftadt  richly 
worthy  the  obfervation  of  all  travellers  into  ihofe  parts. 

nera! 
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neral  Lievers,  who  kept  on  the  look-out,  as  he  ex- 
peeled  every  moment  the  emperor,  ran  forward  to 
meet  Taliezin,  and  artfully  endeavoured  to  dif- 
cover  whether  he  was  of  Catharine's  party  ;  but 
Taliezin,  more  artful  than  he,  pretended  ignorance 
of  the  effects  of  the  revolt ;  faying,  that  being  at  his 
country-houfe,  and  hearing  a  confufed  account  of 
fome  difturbance  that  had  happened  at  Peterlburg, 
he  was  hurrying  to  get  on  board  the  fleet,  whither 
his  duty  called  him.  Lievers  believed  the  flory,  and 
went  his  way.  Taliezin  immediately  repaired  to  the 
quarter  of  the  failors,  harangued  them,  told  them 
of  the  fuccefs  of  the  emprefs,  that  they  could  not  do 
better  than  to  declare  for  her,  diftributed  among 
them  brandy  and  money,  and  engaged  them  to 
follow  him  to  arreft  the  commandant.  Some  fol- 
diers  joined  themfelves  to  the  failors.  Lievers  was 
inflantly  thrown  into  prifon,  and  Taliezin  remained 
matter,  in  the  name  of  the  emprefs,  of  a  place,  the 
porTeflion  whereof  might  have  been  the  falvation  of 
the  tzar,  or  at  lead  have  furnifhed  him  with  the 
means  of  making  a  (lout  refiftance. 

Precifely  while  this  fcene  was  tranfacting,  Peter 
prefented  himfelf  before  the  mouth  of  the  harbour. 
Taliezin  had  already  made  the  difpofitions  for  pre- 
venting his  coming  on  more.  A  part  of  the  gar- 
rifon,  under  arms,  lined  the  coaft.  The  cannons 
were  levelled,  the  matches  lighted,  and  at  the 
moment  when  the  foreman:  yacht  call:  anchor,  the 
centinel  called  ou,t,  u  Who  comes  there  ?"  —  f*  The 

"  emperor/' 
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"  emperor,"  it  was  anfwered  from  the  yacht, 
?*  There  is  no  emperor, "  replied  the  centinel.  Pe- 
ter darted  forward  ;  and,  throwing  back  his  cloak, 
to  fhew  the  badges  of  his  order,  exclaimed,  u  What ! 
"  do  you  not  know  me  ?"  —  "  No,"  ejaculated  a 
thoufand  voices  at  once, cc  we  know  of  no  emperor. 
"  Long  live  the  emprefs  Catharine!"  Then  Ta- 
liezin  threatened  to  fink  the  yacht  if  it  did  not  put 
off  in  an  inflant.  Peter  retired  in  great  confirma- 
tion :  but  Gudovitch  took  him  by  the  arm  ;  and, 
laying  hold  on  one  of  the  timbers  at  the  entrance  of 
the  mole  ;  "  Put  your  hands  by  the  fide  of  mine/' 
faid  he,  "  and  let  us  leap  on  more.  None  will 
<c  dare  to  fire  upon  you,  and  Cronftadt  will  ftill 
cc  belong  to  your  majefly  *." 

Munich  feconded  the  advice  of  Gudovitch  ;  but 
in  vain.  In  his  difmay,  Peter  III.  would  confent 
to  nothing  but  flight,  and  ran  to  hide  himfelf  in 
the  cabin  of  the  yacht,  among  the  terrified  women. 
They  did  not  even  give  themfeives  time  to  raife  the 
anchor ;  but  cut  the  cable,  and  went  off  by  the  ufe 
of  their  oars. 

When  the  yachts  were  at  a  confiderable  diflance 
from  the  port,  the  rowers  flopped.  It  was  a  fine 
night ;  and  Munich  and  Gudovitch,  fitting  upon 
deck,  contemplated  in  filent  forrow  the  Harry  fey 
and  the  calm  furface  of  the  fea.  The  fteerfman 
came  down  into  the  cabin,  to  afk  the  tzar  v/hither 

*  Countefs  Bruce  and  madam  Zagreifky,  who  were  both  pre- 
fent,  have  frequently  related  this  tranfaftion. 

he 
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he  would  pleafe  to  be  taken  in  the  veffel.  Peter 
ordered  Munich  to  be  called,  and  faid  to  him, 
"  Field-marfhal,  I  perceive  that  I  was  too  late  in 
"  following  your  advice  ;  but  you  fee  to  what  ex- 
tc  tremities  I  am  reduced.  You,  who  have  efcaped 
<c  from  fo  many  dangers,  tell  me,  I  befeech  you, 
"  what  I  ought  to  do."  —  fc  Proceed  immediately 
"  to  join  the  fquadron  at  Reval,"  returned  Mu- 
nich ;  "  there  take  a  fhip,  go  on  to  Pomerania, 
"  put  yourfelf  at  the  head  of  your  army,  return  to 
•c  RiuTia,  and  I  promife  you,  that  in  fix  weeks 
"  Petcrfourg  and  all  the  reft  of  the  empire  will  be 
"in  fubjeclion  to  you." 

The  women  and  the  courtiers,  as  if  they  had 
come  to  an  agreement  to  ruin  the  unfortunate  Peter, 
began  direclly  to  cry  out,  that  the  rowers  would 
never  have  ftrength  enough  to  reach  Reval #. 
"  Well  then,"  replied  Munich,  cf  we  will  all  row 
"  with  them."  But  fuch  generous  counfel  could 
not  be  agreeable  to  this  timid  or  treacherous  court. 
They  fhuddered  at  it.  They  feemed  to  try  which 
mould  be  mod  eager  in  alluring  the  emperor  that 
his  danger  was  not  fo  great  as  he  imagined  ;  that 
Catharine  only  wanted  to  come  to  an  accommoda- 
tion with  him,  and  that  it  was  far  better  to  nego- 
tiate than  to  fight.  The  imbecil  prince,  whofe 
greateft  misfortune  it  ever  had  been  not  to  be  able 

*  The  ancient  town  of  Reval,  with  its  harbour  and  fort,  is 
fituate  on  the  gulf  of  Finland,  59^  2$'  22"  N.  L.  and  420  27'  30" 
long,  di&ant  three  hundred  and  forty  verfta  from  St.  Peterfburg. 

to 
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to  refolve  on  the  courageous  fide,  yielded  to  thefe  re- 
prefentations,  and  gave  orders  to  the  pilot  to  make 
for  Oranienbaum. 

It  was  four  in  the  morning  when  they  reached 
that  place.  Some  of  the  emperor's  domeftics,  in 
great  alarm,  came  to  receive  him.  He  commanded 
them  not  to  divulge  the  news  of  his  return,  fhut 
himfelf  up  in  his  apartment,  ftrictly  forbidding  any 
perfon  to  be  admitted,  and  fecretly  wrote  to  the 
emprefs. 

At  ten  o'clock  he  came  out  with  a  countenance 
tolerably  calm  and  ferene.  Thofe  of  his  holilein 
guards  who  were  come  back  to  Oranienbaum,  ran 
and  furrounded  him,  fhedding  tears  of  affection  and 
joy.  They  kifled  his  hands,  they  embraced  his 
knees,  they  preffed  him  to  march  them  againfc  the 
army  of  the  emprefs,  and  folemnly  fwore  that  they 
were  all  to  a  man  ready  to  facrifice  their  lives  in' 
defence  of  his.  Old  Munich  once  more  tried  what 
influence  he  might  have  upon  Peter,  and  feized 
this  occafion  for  exhorting  him  to  make  a  coura- 
geous (land  in  his  own  defence.  u  Come,"  faid 
he,  "  march  againfl  the  rebels.  I  will  go  before 
"  you,  and  their  fwords  mall  not  reach  you  till 
"  they  have  pierced  my  body,"  But  the  perfua- 
fion  of  Munich  had  no  more  effect  on  the  tzar  than 
the  noble  devotednefs  of  his  hoUleth  troops. 

While  all  this  was  tranfacting,  the  emprefs,  at 
the  head  of  her  army,  had  come  to  a  halt  at 
Krafnoc-kabac,  a  fmall  public-houfe  by  the  road- 

vol.  1.  s  fide, 
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fide  *,  exactly  eight  verfts  from  Peterfburg,  and 
had  turned  into  the  flrft  room,  where  fhe  repofed 
for  fome  hours,  on  the  cloaks  which  the  officers  of 
her  fuite  had  made  for  her  into  a  bed.  At  break 
of  day,  Gregory  Orlof,  with  a  few  determined  vo- 
lunteers, had  been  to  reconnoitre  the  environs  of 
Pecerhof,  and  finding  there  only  fome  peafants 
armed  with  fcythes,  who  had  been  collected  the 
preceding  evening,  he  difperfed  thern  by  blows  with 
the  flat  of  his  fabre,  and  made  them  join  him  in  the 
cries  of  "  Long  live  the  emprefs !"  At  five  in  the 
morning,  Catharine  got  again  on  horfeback,  and 
rode  to  the  monailery  of  St.  Sergius  f ,  near  Strelna, 
where  fhe  made  a  fecond  halt. 

The  emprefs  was  ftill  there  when  fhe  received  the 
letter  from  the  tzar,  in  which  he  told  her  that  he 
acknowledged  his  mifconduft,  and  propofed  to  mare 

*  Krafnoe-kabac  is  rather  a  better  fort  of  public-houfe,  fre- 
quented chiefly  for  little  funday-excurfions,  by  the  tradefraen  of 
the  town,  particularly  the  Germans.  A  billiard-room  is  on  one 
hand  of  the  door,  and  on  the  other  an  ordinary  parlour ;  Into 
the  latter  the  emprefs  with  princefs  Dafhkof  entered  :  and  here 
(the  old  landlady,  who  died  about  a  dozen  years  ago,  has  often 
related)  they  ordered  a  fmall  fire  to  be  lighted,  and  employed 
themfelves  a  cor.fiderable  time  in  burning  a  great  itore  of  letters 
and  papers.  Krafnoe  fignifies  red,  and  kabac,  a  public-houfe  : 
the  houfe  is  painted  all  over  red. 

f  SvetotroYt&aia  Sergiyevfkaia  puftinse,  the  hcly-trinity  her- 
mitage of  St.  Sergius,  is  a  fmall  monaftery,  fubftantially  built  of 
brick,  furrounded  by  a  quadrangular  cloifter,  inclofing  a  church 
and  three  chapels ;  it  is  fixteen  verfts  from  St.  Peterfburg,  and 
has  now  but  few  monks. 
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the  fovereign  authority  with  her.  But  Catharine 
returned  him  no  anfwer,  detained  the  meffenger, 
and  prefently  after  fet  out  again. 

Peter  now  learning  that  the  ernprefs  was  ap- 
proaching, ordered  one  of  his  horfes  to  be  faddled, 
in  the  defign  of  efcaping,  alone  and  difguifed,  to- 
wards the  frontiers  of  Poland.  But,  always  pufil- 
lanimous,  always  irrefolute,  he  fhortly  after  gave 
orders  to  difmantle  his  little  fortrefs  at  Oranien- 
baum,  in  order  to  convince  Catharine  that  he  in- 
tended to  make  no  refinance ;  and  wrote  to  her  a 
fecond  letter,  imploring  her  mercy  and  aiking  her 
pardon  in  the  mod  humiliating  expreflions.  He 
aflured  her  at  the  fame  time  that  he  would  refign 
to  her  the  crown  of  Ruflia,  and  petitioned  her  only 
to  grant  him  a  penfion,  with  liberty  to  retire  into 
Holftein. 

Catharine  deigned  no  more  to  reply  to  this  letter 
than  fhe  had  done  to  the  former ;  but  after  having 
converfed  fome  time  with  the  chamberlain  Ifma'ilof, 
who  had  brought  it,  and  whom  fhe  eafily  perfuaded 
to  betray  his  mailer,  fhe  fent  him  back  to  the  tzar 
to  determine  him  to  fubmit  unconditionally  to  her 
will. 

Ifma'ilof  returned  to  Oranienbaum,  attended  by 
a  fingle  fervant  *.     The  tzar  had  then  with  him 

*  Ifma'ilof  entered  the  park  of  Oranienbaum  with  only  one 
fervant ;  but  Gregory  Orlof,  Potemkin,  and  a  great  number  of 
foldiers  were  waiting  for  him  without  the  gate,  and  compofed 
the  retinue  of  the  carriage  that  conveyed  Peter  III.  to  Peterhof. 

s  ^  his 
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his  holftein  guard,  confiding  of  fix  hundred  men. 
Thefe  he  ordered  to  keep  at  a  diftance,  and  fhut 
himfelf  up  with  the  chamberlain,  who  exhorted 
him  to  abandon  his  troops  and  to  repair  to  the 
emprefs,  alluring  him  that  he  would  be  well  re- 
ceived, and  would  obtain  of  her  all  that  he  wifh- 
ed.  Peter  hefitated  for  fome  time :  but  Ifmailof 
telling  him  that  he  mud  make  no  delay,  for  that 
his  life  was  in  danger,  he  followed  the  advice  of 
this  traitor.  Ifmailof  then  helped  him  into  a  car- 
riage with  Romanovna  Vorontzof  and  Gudovitch, 
and  they  took  the  road  of  Peterhof. 

The  unfortunate  tzar  thought  that  fo  much  refig- 
nation  might  move  the  heart  of  Catharine.  He  was 
prefently  undeceived.  When  the  carriage  in  which 
he  rode  palfed  through  the  army,  the  kozaks  whom 
the  emperor  firft  met,  and  who  had  never  feen  him, 
kept  a  mournful  filence  ;  he  himfelf  felt  a  lively 
emotion:  then  the  reiterated  vociferations  of  "  Long 
"  live  Catharine !"  completed  his  defpondency. 

On  ftepping  out  of  the  carriage,  his  miftrefs  was 
carried  off  by  the  foldiers,  who  tore  off  her  riband*, 
with  which  princefs  Dafhkof,  her  fitter,  was  almofl 
inftantly  decorated.  His  general  aide-de-camp  Gu- 
dovitch was  likewife  infuked  ;  but  he  preferved  the 
utmoft  tranquillity  of  mind,  and  in  a  dignified 
manner  reproached  the  rebels  with  their  infolence 
and  treafon. 

*  It  has  been  pretended  by  fome  perfons,  that  it  was  princefs 
Dafnkof  herfclf  that  pulled  it  off. 

The 
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The  tzar  was  led  up  the  grand  ftaircafe.  There 
the  attendants  flripped  him  of  the  marks  of  his 
order ;  they  took  off  his  clothes ;  and,  on  ran- 
facking  the  pockets,  found  feveral  diamonds  and 
pieces  of  jewellery.  After  having  remained  there 
fome  time  in  his  fhirt,  and  barefoot,  a  butt  to  the 
outrages  of  an  infolent  foldiery,  they  threw  over 
him  an  old  morning-gown,  and  (hut  him  up  alone 
in  a  room,  with  a  guard  at  the  door. 

Count  Panin,  being  fent  by  the  emprefs,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  tzar,  and  had  a  long  conference  with 
him.  He  told  him  that  her  majefty  would  not  long 
keep  him  in  confinement,  but  fend  him  into  Holftein 
according  to  his  own  requefl.  To  this  promife 
he  added  feveral  others,  probably  without  the  de- 
fign  of  keeping  any.  He  concluded  his  vifit  by 
making  him  write  and  lign  the  following  decla- 
ration : 

«*  During  the  fliort  fpace  of  my  abfolute  reign  over  the  empire 
"  of  Rufiia,  I  became  fenfible  that  I  was  not  able  to  fupport  fo 
l(  great  a  burden,  and  that  my  abilities  were  not  equal  to  the 
"  talk  of  governing  fo  great  an  empire,  either  as  a  fovereign, 
"  or  in  any  other  capacity  whatever.  1  alfo  forefaw  the  great 
ft  troubles  which  mult,  thence  have  arifen,  and  have  been  fol- 
"  lowed  with  the  total  ruin  of  the  empire,  and  my  own  eternal 
i(  difgrace.  After  having  therefore  ferioufly  reflected  thereon, 
(t  I  declare,  without  conftraint,  and  in  the  moft  folemn  manner, 
"  to  the  ruffian  empire,  and  to  the  whole  univerle,  that  I  for 
'*  ever  renounce  the  government  of  the  faid  empire,  never  de- 
"  firing  hereafter  to  reign  therein,  either  as  an  abfolute  fovereign, 
si  or  under  any  other  form  of  government ;  never  vvifhing  to 
"  afpire  thercto,*to  ufe  any  means,  of  any  fort,  for  that  purpofe 
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*•  As  a  pledge  of  which,  I  fwear  fmcerely,  before  God  and  all 
*'  the  world,  to  this  prefent  renunciation,  written  and  figned 
«  this  29th  of  June  O.  S.  1762." 

Thus,  not  fatisfied  with  depriving  him  of  his 
crown,  it  was  thought  fit  to  make  him  the  mur- 
derer of  his  own  reputation  ;  and  this  unfortunate 
prince,  moved  with  the  vain  hope  of  life,  figned 
this  paper  declaring  his  conviction  or  his  inability  to 
govern  the  empire,  either  as  a  fovereign,  or  in  any 
other  capacity,  and  his  fenfe  of  the  diftrefs  in  which 
his  continuing  at  the  head  of  affairs  would  inevitably 
involve  it. 

Having  obtained  this  fatal  act,  count  Panin  left 
him  ;  and  Peter  feemed  to  enjoy  a  greater  compo- 
fure  of  mind.  In  the  evening,  however,  an  officer, 
with  a  ftrong  efcort,  came  and  conveyed  him  a  pri- 
foner  to  Ropfcha,  a  fmall  imperial  palace  at  the 
diftance  of  about  twenty  verfts  from  Peterhof. 

Thus  was  a  revolution  of  fuch  immenfe  import- 
ance effected  in  one  day,  and  without  fhedding  a 
fingle  drop  of  blood.  The  unfortunate  emperor 
enjoyed  the  power,  of  which  he  had  made  fo  im- 
prudent and  impolitic  an  ufe,  no  longer  than  fix 
months.  His  wife,  without  any  hereditary  title, 
was  fovereign  miftrefs  of  the  ruflian  empire  ;  and 
the  mod  abfolute  power  on  earth  was  now  held  by 
an  elective  monarch. 

Immediately  on  this  revolution  a  number  of  ma- 
nifestoes appeared,  in  which  the  conduct  of  the  late 
tzar  was  feverely  condemned,  the  weaknefs  of  his, 
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perfonal  character  expofed,  and  defigns  of  the 
blackeft  kind,  even  that  of  murdering  his  confort, 
attributed  to  him.  Thofe  manifeftoes  at  the  fame 
time  were  filled  with  the  ftrongeft  declarations  of 
affection  from  the  emprefs  to  the  fubje&s  of  Ruffia, 
of  regard  to  their  interefts,  and  of  attachment  to 
their  religion ;  and  they  are  all  filled  with  fuch 
unaffected  and  fervent  ftrains  of  piety,  as  mud  needs 
prove  extremely  edifying  to  thofe  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  fentiments  of  pure  religion,  by 
which  great  princes  are  generally  animated  on  oc- 
casions of  this  nature. 

In  the  mean  time  Peterfburg  had  been,  fince  the 
preceding  day,  in  a  (late  of  uncertainty  and  expec- 
tation. Nobody  had  yet  come  with  intelligence  of 
Catharine's  fucceffes.  Peter  III.  had  ftill  fome 
friends  in  that  city  ;  and  if  he  had  had  force  enough 
to  attack  and  repulfe  the  rebels,  its  inhabitants 
would  have  received  him  with  eagernefs,  as  the 
means  of  appeafing  his  refentment.  The  foreign 
merchants,  who  live  there  in  great  numbers,  dread- 
ed above  all  things  the  fury  of  the  ruilian  foldiers, 
who  perhaps,  by  plundering  their  houfes  and  abufmg 
their  perfons,  would  have  thought  they  acted  rae- 
ritorioufly  in  the  opinion  of  the  emperor.  Accord- 
ingly many  of  them  haftily  conveyed  their  mofl 
valuable  effects  on  board  the  vcfTtls  belonging  to 
their  nation,  and  at  the  fame  time  kept  in  readinefs 
to  embark  themfeives.  Towards  evening  the  noife 
of  cannon  that  was  heard  from  a  diftance3  fpread  a 
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fudden  alarm  throughout  the  city;  but  it  was  foon 
remarked,  that  thefe  firings,  being  heard  at  regular 
intervals,  and  the  tzar  fending  no  one  to  fecure 
Petersburg,  this  noife  could  only  announce  the  vie* 
tory  of  the  emprefs.  Tranquillity  was  thence- 
forward reftored,  and  hope  took  place  of  fear. 

Catharine  ilept  that  night  at  Peterhof,  no  longer 
as  a  captive,  but  as  abfolute  fovereign.  The  day 
following,  me  received  at  her  levee  the  homages  of 
the  principal  nobility,  who  had  joined  her  the  fore- 
going evening,  and  thofe  of  the  courtiers  and  young 
women  who  came  from  Oranienbaum.  Among 
thefe  were  the  father,  the  brother,  and  feveral  other 
relations  of  princefs  Dafhkof,  who,  on  beholding 
them  proflrate  before  the  emprefs,  laid,  "  Madam, 
u  pardon  my  family.  You  know  that  I  have  facri- 
"  ficed  it  to  you."  Catharine  commanded  them 
to  rife,  and  gave  them  her  hand  to  kifs. 

Marflial  Munich  alfo  prefented  himfelf  before 
her,  to  whom,  as  foon  as  her  majefty  perceived 
him,  fne  called  aloud: — "  Field-marfhal,  it  was 
**  you  then  who  wanted  to  fight  me  ?"  —  "  Yes, 
*c  madam,"  anfwered  Munich,  in  a  firm  and  manly 
tone  ;  "  could  I  do  lefs  for  the  prince  who  deli- 
tc  vered  me  from  captivity  ?  But  it  is  hence- 
"  forward  my  duty  to  fight  for  you  ;  and  you  will 
<f  iind  in  me  a  fidelity  equal  to  that  with  which  I 
"  had  devoted  my  fervices  to  him." 

In  the  afternoon,  Catharine  returned  to  Peterf- 
burg.    Her  entry  was  truly  triumphant.     She  was 

on 
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on  horfeback,  preceded  or  followed  by  the  chiefs  of 
the  confpiracy.  The  whole  army  was  crowned 
with  wreaths  of  oak  ;  the  fhouts  of  joy  and  the  ap- 
plaufes  of  the  populace  mingled  with  thofe  of  the 
foldiers.  The  crowd  formed  into  lines  for  the 
emprefs,  and  me  condefcendingly  gave  them  her 
hand  to  kifs,  as  (he  patted  along.  A  great  number 
of  priefts  were  affembled  on  the  occafion  about  the 
avenues  of  the  palace  :  as  fhe  rode  through  their 
ranks,  fhe  (looped  down  to  falure  the  cheeks  of  the 
principal  clergy,  while  they  were  kifling  her  hand  ; 
a  cuftom  prevalent  in  that  country,  and  is  fignifi- 
cant  of  the  higheft  refpecl. 

For  fome  days  after  her  return  to  the  imperial 
refidence,  her  majefty  continued  to  fhew  herfelf  to 
the  multitude  with  great  condefcenfion.  She  knew 
how  eafy  it  is  to  gain  the  applaufes  of  the  public : 
fhe  went  to  the  fenate,  and  heard  feveral  caufes 
tried  before  her.  She  then  held  her  court  with  a 
graceful  and  eafy  dignity,  that  effaced  the  remem- 
brance of  the  hidden  revolution  that  had  ju(l  placed 
her  on  the  throne.  The  foreign  miniflers  had  au- 
diences of  congratulation ;  and  fhe  received  them 
with  a  particular  addrefs  to  each  in  the  moft  flatter- 
ing terms. 

Her  flrft  care  was  to  have  prince  Ivan  conveyed 
from  the  houfe  where  he  was  concealed,  and  to  fend 
him  back  to  Schlulfelburg.  She  next  proceeded  to 
bellow  magnificent  rewards  on  the  principal  actors 
in  the  revolt.     Nikita  Ivanovitch  Panin  was  made 
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prime  minifter;  the  Orlofs  received  the  title  of 
count ;  and  the  favourite  Gregory  Orlof  was  ap- 
pointed lieutenant-general  of  the  ruffian  armies, 
and  chevalier  of  St.  Alexander  Nefsky,  the  fecond 
order  of  the  empire.  Several  officers  of  the  guards 
were  promoted.  Four-and-twenty  of  them  obtained 
confiderable  eflates,  with  fome  thoufands  of  boors. 
The  finances  were  infufficient  to  give  anything 
to  the  foldiers  but  brandy  and  beer  :  they  were 
diftributed  among  them  ;  and  Catharine  behaved  to 
them  with  the  greateft  affability.  At  times  die 
even  put  herfelf  under  conftraint  in  order  not  to 
difoblige  them. 

Three  days  fubfequent  to  the  revolution  a 
drunken  foldier  dreamed  that  the  emprefs  was 
carried  off.  He  rofe  up,  ran  about  the  barracks, 
everywhere  fpreading  alarm,  crying  out,  that  the 
Holfteiners  and  the  Pruflians.  had  got  poffeflion  of 
the  emprefs.  The  regiment  immediately  took  up 
arms,  ran  to  the  palace,  and  loudly  infifted  on  feeing 
her  majefty.  The  hetman  Razumofsky,  having 
learned  the  caufe  of  this  tumult,  appeared  at  a 
window,  affured  them  that  the  emprefs  was  not 
carried  off,  and  that  after  the  difturbances  and 
fatigues  fhe  had  undergone  for  fome  days,  fhe  was 
now  repofmg  in  peace  and  fecurity.  But  the  fol- 
diers refilled  to  believe  him,  and  began  to  renew 
their  clamours  with  redoubled  violence.  The  het- 
man now  went  to  the  chamber  of  the  fovereign, 
caufed  her  to  be  awaked  ;  and  praying  her  not  to 
be  frightened  ;  "  You  know  that  I  am  frightened  at 

"  nothing," 
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*'  nothing,"  anfwered  fhe  boldly :  cc  but  what  is 
"  the  matter  ?"  —  "  The  foldiers  imagine  that  you 
cc  are  not  here :  they  infill:  upon  feeing  you,'* 
returned  Razuraofsky,  "  Well,  they  mud:  be 
cc  fatisfied,"  replied  fhe  ;  and  immediately  rofe  up, 
drelTed  h  r'elf,  called  for  her  carriage,  with  orders 
to  drive  to  the  kafafifkol  church.  On  her  way  the 
foldiers  furrounded  her  carriage,  interrogating  each 
other  :  "  Is  that  indeed  the  emprefs?  Is  that  indeed 
"  our  mother  r"  Being  come  to  the  church,  Ca- 
tharine fhewed  herfelf  to  them,  harangued  them, 
thanked  them  for  their  follicitude,  and  difmifled 
them  highly  fatisfied. 

She  made  a  point  of  (hewing  clemency  towards 
the  officers  and  the  friends  of  the  emperor ;  and  if 
any  of  them  were  forbid  the  court,  not  one  was 
deprived  of  his  property  or  his  life.  Only  Gudo- 
vitch,  the  aide- de-camp- general,  Volkof,  and  Mel- 
gunof*,  were  imprifoned.  Countefs  Vorontzof, 
who  at  firfl  had  been  treated  rudely  by  the  foldiers, 
was  fent  to  the  houfe  of  the  fenator  her  father ;  and 
the  emprefs  exprefsly  forbad  a  repetition  of  the  like 
affronts.  She  was  afterwards  exiled  for  fome  time 
to  a  village  a  thoufand  verfts  beyond  Mofco. 

All  the  courtiers  now  eagerly  preflfed  about  the 
fovereign.  They  endeavoured  to  difcover  on  whom 
her  favour  would  alight :  every  one  flattering  himfelf 

#  Melgunof  was  a  great  fimpleton,  and  as  great  a  drunkard. 
On  his  being  recalled,  Catharine  II.  gave  him  the  government 
pf  the  province  of  Yaroflaf,  v/here  he  died  in  1789. 
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that  he  fhould  obtain  the  greater  (hare  of  it,  while 
none  fufpected  that  the  heart  of  that  princefs  had 
long  been  fixed  on  an  officer  of  humble  birth.  The 
fir  ft  marks  of  diftinction  fhewn  to  Gregory  Orlof 
appeared  only  as  the  reward  of  his  fervices,  and  not 
the  pledges  of  love.  It  was  princefs  Dafhkof  who 
difcovered  it  the  firft.  Jealoufy  is  more  watchful 
than  ambition  ;  it  is  efpecially  lefs  difcreet ;  and 
madame  Dafhkof,  not  fatisfied  with  reproaching 
Catharine  with  a  choice  that  degraded  her,  fpread 
the  rumour  of  it  among  her  friends,  and  thus 
brought  on  her  own  difgrace.  The  chiefs  of  the 
revolt  now  learned,  with  difpleafure,  that  they  had 
been  working  for  a  man  whom  they  had  always 
regarded  as  the  inflrument  of  their  projects ;  while 
the  courtiers  perceived  that,  in  the  art  of  intrigue, 
this  man  was  more  expert  than  themfelves. 

The  moft  zealous  panifans  of  Catharine  were 
not,  however,  without  uneafinefs.  Some  regiments 
murmured,  and  began  to  repent  the  part  they  had 
acted  againft  their  lawful  fovereign.  The  people, 
uho  eafily  pafs  from  rage  to  companion,  now  pitied 
the  fate  of  this  unfortunate  prince.  They  forgot 
his  defects,  his  caprices,  his  infirmities,  in  the  re- 
collection of  his  amiable  qualities,  and  his  fad 
reverfe  of  fortune*.     The  failors  reproached  the 

guards 

*  The  ingenious  and  judicious  traveller  Mr.  Coxe  very  juftly 
obferves,  in  fpeaking  of  this  revolution,  "  that  Peter,  notwith- 
'*  Handing  his  violence  and  incapacity,  pofTefTed  fcveral  qualifi- 

"  cations 
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guards  to  their  face,  that  they  had  fold  their  matter 
for  brandy  and  beer.     After  the  firft  tumult  of  tfie 
revolution  was  over,  they  now  waked  as  it  were 
out  of  a  profound  intoxication  :  they  contemplated 
what  had  happened  in  folemn  filence,  and  began  to 
confider  whether  all  was  right.     Without  fpeaking 
of  the  peaceable  burghers,  who,  during  the  doubt- 
ful explofion,  had  kept  clofe  in  their  houfes,   even 
a  very  great  number  of  them  who  had  been  exceed- 
ingly active  in  the  bufinefs,  and   loudefl  in  their 
execrations  of  Peter,  were  now  feized  with  a  deep 
and  painful  remorfe,  and  lamented  the   fufFerings 
they  had  brought  upon  their  monarch.     But  among 
the  guards  the  fame  fentiments  difplayed  themfelves 
in  a  ftill  more  violent  manner  :  numbers  of  the 
foldiers,  repenting  of  their  abominable  treafon,  for 
in  that  light  they  now  beheld  their  late  behaviour,  ex- 
preffed  their  refentment  againft  their  accomplices  in 
the  mod  intemperate  language,  and  the  moll  abufive 
terms  that  refentment  could  dictate  to  vulgar  minds : 
imputing  to  their  fedu&ions  the  crimes  into  which 
they  had  been  led,  and  loading  them  with  reproaches 
for  the  compunction  they  now  fuffered   in  confe- 
quence  of  their  guilt.     From  words  they  proceeded 
to  blows,  and  even  to  murder.     Though  throughout 
the  revolution  no  blood  had  hitherto  been  flied, 


"  cations  of  a  popular  nature,  and  was  greatly  beloved  by  thofe 
"  who  had  accefs  to  his  perfon."  See  Coxe's  Travels,  vol.  iii. 
p.  43.  8vo  edit. 

now 
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now  feveral  were  killed  in  thefe  furious  fquabbles. 
The  officers  repeatedly  interpofed,  at  the  hazard  of 
their  perfonal  fafety,  to  pacify  the  men,  and  make 
them  hearken  to  reafon  :  but  in  vain.  Such  are  the 
populace  in  all  ages  and  nations  :  rafli  to  perpetrate 
what  their  fury  fuggefts ;  repentant  at  the  fight  of 
the  mifchief  they  have  done  ;  then  prompt  in  their 
accufations  againft  others,  inftead  of  confefTing  their 
own  mifconducl:.  Nothing  was  wanting  but  fome 
refolute  leader,  to  have  now  replaced  Peter  III.  on 
the  throne,  as  fuddenly  as  but  three  days  ago  he 
had  been  precipitated  from  it :  the  attachment  of 
the  common  people  to  him  was  clearly  evinced  in 
the  rebellion  of  Pugatfhef,  eleven  years  after.  In 
fhort,  apprehenfions  were  entertained  of  a  new  in- 
furre&ion. 

While  the  public  mind  was  agitated  by  thefe 
fears,  the  news  that  was  brought  from  Mofco,  ferved 
only  to  increafe  the  panic.  The  governor  of  that 
capital,  being  informed  of  the  revolution  by  the 
cmiffaries  of  Catharine,  ordered  the  five  regiments 
that  compofed  the  garriion  to  take  to  their  arms ; 
and  after  having  drawn  them  up  in  the  grcit  place 
of  the  palace  of  the  antient  tzars,  he  there  con- 
voked the  people,  who  flocked  together  in  crowds. 
That  officer  then  read  aloud  the  ukafe  by  wbicfc 
the  emprefs  announced  her  acceffion,  and  the  abdi- 
cation of  her  fpoufe  * :  at  the  conclufion  of  which 

*  See  the  appendix  No.  V.  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

he 
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he  exclaimed,  "  Long  live  the  emprefs  Catharine 
cc  the  Second!"  But  the  people  and  the  foldiers 
remained  in  filence.  He  repeated  the  fame  cry  ; 
the  fame  filence  enfued.  No  found  but  that  of 
fullen  murmurs  was  heard.  The  troops  complained 
that  the  regiments  of  the  guards  had  infolently  dared 
to  difpofe  of  the  throne.  The  governor,  ftartled 
at  thefe  unexpected  expreflions  of  difcontent,  call- 
ed upon  the  other  officers  to  join  him.  They 
cried  out  together,  "  Long  live  the  emprefs !" 
This  done,  the  multitude  was  difmifTed,  and  the 
foldiers  fent  back  to  their  barracks. 

No  one  was  more  uneafy  at  this  time  than 
Catharine  herfelf.  Whether  her  fituation  be  con- 
fidered  in  a  moral  or  a  political  light,  it  muft  have 
occafioned  her  emotions  of  no  common  force, 
efpecially  as  fhe  had  been  fo  fuddenly  and  unex- 
pectedly brought  into  it !  She  certainly  never 
thought,  on  coming  to  Ruflia,  nor,  during  the  firft 
years  that  enfued,  ever  bufied  herfelf  in  forming 
defigns  of  afcending  the  throne  as  abfolute  fovereign. 
Generous  and  amiable  by  nature,  me  was  true  to 
thefe  qualities  from  her  infancy  to  the  day  of  her 
death.  Neither  a  felfifh  contempt  for  all  limitations, 
nor  an  inordinate  third  of  power,  formed  any  part 
of  her  natural  character.  But  this  generofity  and 
amiablenefs  of  temper  gave  the  young  pTincefs 
undoubted  pretentions  to  happinefs  and  joy,  which, 
as  the  confort  of  Peter,  fhe  faw  were  not  anfwered, 
and  of  which  fhe  thought  herfelf  likely  to  be  de- 
prived 
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prived  for  the  whole  of  her  life.  Now,  after  this 
firft  Hep,  her  profpecl:,  whichever  way  fhe  turned, 
could  certainly  not  be  cheerful.  If  (lie  looked 
backwards,  no  pleafing  recollections  enlivened  the 
view  ;  if  forwards,  the  fcene  was  all  darkened  with 
impending  clouds.  It  is  well  known  that,  haunted 
by  the  fpe&res  of  the  imagination,  during  this 
period,  even  in  fleep  (he  found  no  repofe  ;  and  that 
feveral  times  in  a  night  fhe  has  quitted  her  bed,  and 
even  her  palace. 

And  what  muft  have  been  the  feelings  of  Peter 
in  his  lonefome  captivity  !  It  was  eafy  to  forefee  that 
his  imprifonment,  either  mediately  or  immediately, 
would  bring  on  his  death,  and  fo  it  actually 
happened. 

Undoubtedly  no  great  efforts  were  neceffary  to 
determine  the  confpirators  to  free  themfelves  from 
an  object  of  difquietude.  They  who  have  taken 
one  ftep  in  the  road  of  guilt,  make  no  hefitation  at 
taking  a  fecond  ;  and  the  death  of  the  unhappy 
emperor  was  now  decreed. 

On  his  removal  from  Peterhof,  the  tzar  was  flill 
blind  to  the  fate  that  awaited  him.  Thinking  he 
fhould  be  detained  but  a  fhort  time  in  prifon,  pre- 
vious to  his  being  fent  into  Germany,  he  fent  a 
meflage  to  Catharine,  afking  her  to  permit  him  to 
have  the  negro  who  was  of  fervice  to  him  by  his 
attachment,  and  amufed  him  with  his  fingularities, 
together  with  a  dog  he  was  fond  of,  his  violin,  a 
bible,  and  a  few  romances ;  at  the  fame  time  telling 
7  her, 
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her,  that,  difgufted  at  the  wickednefs  of  mankind, 
he  was  refolved  henceforward  to  devote  himfelf  ro 
a  philofophical  life.  However  reaionable  thefe  re- 
queues, not  one  of  them  was  granted,  and  his  plans 
of  wifdom  were  turned  into  ridicule. 

The  unfortunate  emperor  had  rio'w  been  at 
Ropfcha  fix  days  without  the  knowledge  of  any 
other  pexfons  than  the  chiefs  of  the  c  >nrpiracors 
and  the  foldiers  by  whom  he  was  guarded ;  wheri 
Alexius  Orlof,  accompanied  by  Teplof,  came  to 
him  with  the  news  of  his  fpeedy  deliverance,  and 
aiked  permiffion  to  dine  with  him.  Accoruing 
to  the  cuftom  of  the  northern  countries,  wuie- 
glaffes  and  brandy  were  brought  previous  to  dinner  5 
and  while  the  officer  amuied  the  tzar  with  ibme 
trifling  difcourfe,  his  chief  filled  the  glafTes,  and 
poured  a  poifonous  mixture  into  that  he  intended 
for  the  prince.  The  tzar,  without  any  diiiruft, 
fwallowed  the  potion  :  on  which,-  he  prefently  ex- 
perienced the  raoft  cruel  pains ;  and  on  his  being 
offered  a  fecond  glafs,  on  pretence  of  its  giving 
him  relief,  he  refufed  it,  with  reproaches  on  him 
that  offered  it. 

He  called  aloud  for  milk  ;  but  the  two  monfters 
offered  him  poifon  again,  and  preffed  him  to  take 
it.  A  french  valet-de-chambre,  greatly  attached  to 
him,  now  ran  in.  Peter  threw  himfelf  into  his 
arms,  faying,  in  a  faint  tone  of  voice,  <c  It  was  not 
Cl  enough  then  to  prevent  me  from   reigning  in 

vol.  i.  *  "  Sweden, 
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"  Sweden,    and  to  deprive  me  of  the  crown  of 
"  Ruffia  !     I  muft  alfo  be  put  to  death !" 

The  valet-de-chambre  prefumed  to  intercede  for 
his  matter ;  but  the  two  mifcreants  forced  this 
dangerous  witnefs  out  of  the  room,  and  continued 
their  ill-treatment  of  the  tzar.  In  the  midft  of  this 
tumult  came  in  the  younger  of  the  princes  Bara- 
tinlky,  who  commanded  the  guard  *.  Orlof,  who 
had  already  thrown  down  the  emperor,  was  preffing 
upon  his  bread  with  both  his  knees,  and  firmly 
griping  his  throat  with  his  hand.  The  unhappy 
monarch,  now  ttruggling  with  that  ttrength  which 
arifes  from  defpair,  the  two  other  aflaflins  threw  a 
napkin  with  a  running  knot  round  his  neck,  and 
put  an  end  to  his  life  by  fuffocation  t- 

*  Her  raajefty,  from  the  very  firft,  thought  It  necefiary  to 
commit  fo  important  a  charge  as  that  of  the  dethroned  emperor, 
to  the  cuftody  of  perfotis  in  whom  fhe  could  place  the  moil  entire 
confidence,  and  who  were  not  liable  to  corruption,  rather  than 
to  mercenaries,  who  are  never  proof  againft  bribery.  The  three 
perfons  whom  (he  deemed  worthy  of  her  confidence  on  fo  delicate 
an  occailon,  were  count  Alexius  Orlof,  brother  of  prince  Gregory, 
and  the  two  brothers  Baratinfky,  of  whom  one  was  marfnal  of  the 
court,  and  the  other  was  fince  envoy  from  Ruffia  to  the  court 
of  France.     All  the  three  were  living  in  the  year  17^7. 

•|*  On  the  17th  of  July,  juft  one  week  after  the  revolution. 
Thefe  particulars  are  confirmed  by  the  account  of  a  gentleman 
who  was  in  the  confidence  of  prince  Potemkin.  It  has  been 
falfely  pretended  that  Potemkin  was  with  them.  Perfons  of 
great  credibility,  who  were  at  that  time  in  Ruffia,  affert  the 
contrary  j  and  Potemkin  always  denied  the  fact  with  indignation. 

2  Whatever 
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Whatever  were  the  failings  and  errors  of  Peter 
III.  it  is  not  here  intended  to  extenuate  or  defend 
them  ;  though  certainly  they  were  too  cruelly  pu- 
nifhed.  Neither  ought  the  good  he  did  to  be  patted 
over  in  filence.  His  two  ukafes  for  abolifhing  the 
fecret  inquifition,  and  for  giving  liberty  to  the 
nobles,  mud  for  ever  fecure  to  this  prince  the 
grateful  acknowledgment  of  Rufiia.  The  *  clement 
Elizabeth  had  left  in  fubfiftence  a  tribunal,  before 
which  the  fir  ft  per  Tons  of  the  empire,  on  the  bare 
depofition  of  a  villain  on  the  way  to  execution, 
were  delivered  and  put  to  the  torture,  for  extorting 
the  confeffion  of  imaginary  crimes.  Peter  III.  was 
dethroned ;  his  name  was  never  honoured  with  fo 
flattering  an  epithet ;  and  yet  it  was  he  who  fup- 
preffed  that  tribunal.  That  this  prince  was  kind, 
humane,  and  beloved  of  all  who  compofed  his  more 
intimate  circle,   is  atterted  on   the  affirmation  of 

*  To  what  has  been  above  related  of  that  fovereign,  the  fol- 
lowing may  be  here  fubjoined  ;  She  one  day  received  at  her 
toilet  a  lady  of  the  court,  who  with  great  difficulty  continued 
(landing.  Elizabeth  at  lad  perceived  her  uneafmefs,  and  afked 
what  was  the  matter  with  her.  "  My  legs  are  very  much 
"  fwelled."  —  "  Well,  well,  lean  againll  that  bureau  !  I  will 
ci  make  as  if  I  did  not  fee  you.''  This  was  truly  chara&eriiiic. 
The  fame  princefs  would  not  permit  any  lady  to  wear,  not  only 
the  fame  ilufFs  that  (he  had  chofen,  but  the  fame  patterns  :  a  lady 
Hill  living  in  1792,  and  very  well  known,  ventured  to  infringe 
this  prohibition,  tier  boldnefs  had  like  to  have  coil  her  dear; 
and  fo  much  the  more  as  flic  had  already  incurred  the  indignation 
of  the  clement  monarch  by  receiving  the  French  faihiens  before  her. 


T  2 


many 
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many  P^ufTians  who  were  attached  to  his  perfon*. 
He  recalled  all  the  exiles  that  were  lingering  out 
their  lives  in  Siberia  (excepting  Beftuchef)  ;  and  it 
mufl  have  been  a  fpeclacle  curious  enough  to  fee 
Biren  and  Munich  together  ;  the  former  embarrafled, 
confounded,  not  daring  to  lift  up  his  eyes,  dreading 
to  meet  thofe  of  the  fon  or  the  brother  of  fomc 
unfortunate  wretch  who  had  been  afiafiinated  or 
banifhed  by  his  command  ;  Munich,  on  the  other 
hand,  forming  the  moil  perfect  contrail  with  him. 
Fourfcore  years  of  his  life  elapfed,  twenty  of  them 
pafTed  in  exile  in  the  frightful  wades  of  Siberia, 
had  not  depreiTed  that  firm  and  generous  foul :  — 
at  the  head  of  armies,  —  condemned  to  death,  — 
in  frozen  deferts,  —  recalled  to  court,  and  reinflated 
in  all  his  employments,  Munich  was  everywhere  the 

*  In  the  juft  tribute  ofpraife  we  have  more  than  once  taken 
occafion  to  pay  to  the  memory  of  the  unfortunate  Peter,  we  arc 
pleaftd  with  having  the  concurrence  of  the  author  of  a  late  publi- 
cation, whoj  after  exprefljng  his  indignation  at  fome  writers  fo 
contemptible  as  to  traduce  the  memory  of  this  unfortunate  fove- 
reign,  adds,  "  that  he  was  a  victim  to  the  undefigning  opennefs 
(<  and  integrity  of  his  heart  ;  a  prince,  whofe  anfwer  to  the 
((  precautions  which  were  recommended  to  him  by  the  king  of 
"  Pruflia  was,  /  do  good  to  all  the  -world,  and  iv'ith  that  what 
"  have  I  to  fear  ?  a  prince,  who  was  the  benefactor  of  his  coun- 
"  try,  and  whofe  laws  (thofe  very  laws  which  were  brought  in 
"  accufation  againfl  him  as  crimes)  have  been  religioufly  obferved 
"  as  models  of  vvifdom  and  humanity,  and  without  which  the 
*•'  reign  of  the  emprefs  would  have  been  lefs  glorious,  and  her 
"  people  lefs  happy."  —  Survey  of  the  Turkilh  Empire*  p.  445. 

famej 
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fame  ;  he  ever  preferved  that  unalterable,  ferenity, 
that  energy  of  character,  which  fall  to  the  lot  of 
fo  verv  few  *. 

Had  the  emperor,  during  the  fix  months  of  his 
reign,  done  no  more  than  iffue  thofe  two  decrees 
juft  mentioned,  he  would  have  been  entitled  to 
rank  with  thofe  fovereigns  who  have  a  juft  claim  on 
the  gratitude  of  their  fubje&s.  The  freedom  of 
the  nobility  is  undoubtedly  the  fir  ft  ftep  to  civiliza- 
tion. That  mdifpenfable  preliminary  had  efcaped 
the  attention  of  Peter  the  great :  it  was  by  this  that 
he  ought  to  have  begun  his  work,  and  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  ruffian  legiflator  failed  of  perceiv- 
ing the  abfolute  necedity  of  it.  The  feizure  of  the 
poffeflion.s  of  the  church  was  one  of  the  caufes  of 
the  public  difcontent ;  but  what  fhews  that  the  a&. 
was  far  from  being  bad  in  itfelf,  is,  that  the  emprefs 
never  thought  it  expedient  to  reftore  them  :  the 
odium  did  not  fall  upon  her  ;  the  fault  being  com- 
mitted, fhe  had  the  addrefs  to  profit  by  it. 

A-lexey  Orlof  immediately  mounted  his  horfe, 
and  rode  full  fpeed  to  inform  the  emprefs  that  Peter 
III.  had  breathed  his  laft  It  was  at  the  inftant 
when  her  majefty  was  going  to  make  her  appearance 
at  court.  She  appeared  with  a  tranquil  air ;  and 
afterwards  fhut  herfelf  up  with  Orlof,  Panin,  Razu- 

•  Field-marfhal  Munich  obtained  the  government  of  Efthonta 
and  Livonia,  and  died  three  years  afterwards  at  Riga,  at  the 
age  pf  eighty  five. 

■T  3  mofsky, 
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mofsky,  Glebof,  and  fome  other  confidential  per* 
fons,  to  deliberate  whether  the  fenate  and  people 
fliould  be  immediately  made  acquainted  with  the 
death  of  the  emperor,  or  whether  it  might  not  be 
more  adviieable  to  wait  for  that  purpofe  till  the 
ejifuing  day.  The  latter  was  determined.  Ca- 
tharine dined  in  public  as  ufual,  and  in  the  evening 
held  a  court. 

The  next  day  the  news  of  the  emperor's  death 
was  communicated  to  the  public  at  large,  while 
her  majefty  was  at  table.  At  that  in  flan  t  fhe  rofe 
from  her  feat  with  her  eyes  full  of  tears.  She  dif- 
milTed  the  courtiers  and  the  foreign  miniilers,  ran 
and  iTiut  herfelf  in  her  apartment,  and  for  feveral 
days  together  fhewed  marks  of  the  profoundeft 
grief.  During  this  time  the  following  declaration 
was  publiihed  on  the  part  of  the  emprefs : 

"  By  the  grace  cf  God,  Catharine  IT.  emprefs  and  autocratiix  of 
"  all  the  Ruflias,  to  all  our  loving  fubjects,  &c.  greeting: 
<s  The  feventh  day  after  our  accclTion  to  the  throne  of'  all  the 
f  RulTias,  we  received  information  that  the  late  emperor  Peter 
ii  III.  by  the  means  of  a  bloody  accident  in  his  hinder  parts, 
"  commonly  called  piles,  to  which  he  had  been  formerly  fubjtfi, 
"  was  attacked  with  a  moil  violent  griping  colic.  That  there- 
'*  fore  we  might  not  be  wanting  in  Chriitian  duty,  nor  difobe- 
M  dient  to  the  divine  command,  by  which  we  are  eujoimd  to 
"  preferve  the  life  of  our  neighbour,  we  immediately  ordered 
ff  that  the  faid  Peter  fliould  be  furuifhed  with  everything  that 
«f  might  be  judged  nesefiary  to  prevent  the  -dangerous  confe- 
V  quences  of  that  accident,  and  to  reftore  his  health  by  the  aids 
*<  of  medicine.  But,  to  our  great  regret  and  affliction,  we  were 
fi  y-fterday  evening  apprifed,  that,  by  the  permimon  of  the 

a  Almighty, 
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M  Almighty,  the  late  emperor  departed  this  life.  Wc  have  there- 
M  fore  ordered  his  body  to  be  conveyed  to  the  monaftery  of 
"  Nefsky,  in  order  to  its  interment  in  that  place.  At  the 
u  fame  time,  with  our  imperial  and  maternal  voice,  we  exhort 
"  our  faithful  fubje&s  to  forgive  and  forget  what  is  paft,  to  pay 
*«  the  lad  duties  to  his  body,  and  to  pray  to  God  fincerely  for  the 
<(  repofe  of  his  foul ;  willing  them  however  to  confider  this  unex- 
"  peeled  and  fudden  death  as  an  efpecial  effeft  of  the  providence 
"  of  God,  whofe  impenetrable  decrees  are  working  for  us,  for  our 
"  throne,  and  for  our  country,  things  known  only  to  his  holy 
<'  will. 

«f  Done  at  St. Petersburg,  July  T^.,  1762." 

The  body  of  the  unfortunate  Peter  III.  was  brought 
to  Peterfburg,  and  expofed  for  three  days  in  the 
church  of  the  monaftery  of  St.  Alexander  Nefsky. 
The  body  lay  in  an  open  coffin,  dreffed  in  his 
holftein  uniform,  and  perfons  of  all  ranks  and  con- 
ditions were  admitted,  as  ufual  in  that  country,  to 
kifs  the  hand  or  the  mouth  of  the  deceafed  *  ;  and 
lie  was  buried  on  the  21ft,  exactly  the  very  day 
which  he  had  fixed  for  his  departure  on  the  expe- 

*  His  face  was  turned  quite  black  ;  extravafated  blood  was 
feen  to  ooze  through  the  epidermis  which  penetrated  even  the 
gloves  which  had  been  put  on  his  hands  ;  and  the  poifon  which 
the  tzar  had  been  forced  to  fwallow  mufl  have  been  exceedingly 
violent,  as  all  thofe  who  had  the  lamentable  courage  to  lay  their 
mouth  to  his,  returned  with  fwelled  lips.  The  counfellors  of 
Catharine  knew  well  enough  that  fuch  dreadful  intimations  might 
lead  to  a  difcoveiy  of  the  means  that  had  been  employed  for 
fhortening  the  days  of  the  unfortunate  monarch,  but  they  thought 
themfelves  lefs  interefled  in  faving  appearances  than  in  preventing 
the  agitations  which  would  have  infallibly  taken  place  if  the 
people  had  imagined  that  the  tzar  was  Hill  alive. 

t  4  dition 
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(dition  againft  Denmark.  His  remains  were  de- 
pofited  in  a  grave  in  the  fpace  before  the  rails  of 
the  altar,  adjacent  to  that  of  the  depofed  regent 
Anne  the  mother  of  the  dethroned  infant  Ivan  ; 
and  the  place  of  his  fepulture  was  diftinguifhed  with 
neither  tomb  nor  inscription.  Peter  had  never 
been  crowned,  he  had  refigned  the  reins  of  empire. 
No  court  befide  that  of  Sweden  went  into  mourning 
for  him. 

The  day  of  his  interment  was  a  day  of  trouble 
and  defolation  for  Peterfburg.  The  populace  that 
thronged  to  the  funeral  were  very  abufive  to  the 
foldiers  cf  the  guards,  reproaching  them  with  having 
bafely  (lied  the  laft  drop  of  the  blood  of  Peter  the 
great. 

The  holft.ein  foldieis,  who  had  hitherto  remained 
at  Oranienbaum,  at  liberty,  but  difarmed,  reforted 
fo  thefe  forrowful  obfequies ;  and,  weeping,  fur- 
rounded  the  corpfe  of  their  mafter.  Tlie  Ruf- 
fians, no  longer  beholding  them  as  preferred 
rivals,  but  as.  faithful  fervants,  took  part  in  their 
grief. 

The  following  day  orders  were  fent  down  to 
embark  thefe  Holfteiners  for  their  own  country. 
They  were  put  on  board  a  vefiel,  which  unhappily 
foundered  foon  after  quitting  the  port  of  Cronftadt; 
numbers  of  them  were  feen  clinging  about  the 
?ocks  above  the  water's  level,  where  they  were 
fuffered  to  perifh,  while  admiral  Taliezin  had 
difpatched  a    melTenger  to  Peterfburg    to  know 

whether 
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whether  he  might   be  permitted  to  afford   them 
relief. 

Prince  George,  whom  Peter  III.  had  conftituted 
duke  of  Courland,  in  the  room  of  prince  Charles  of 
Saxony,  with  whom  he  was  difpleafed  *,  was  obliged 
to  renounce  that  title:  but  the  emprefs  compenfated 
this  lofs  by  committing  to  him  the  ajminiftration 
of  Holftein,  whither  he  went  with  the  reft  of  his 
family ;  and  where  he  ever  after  ferved  Catharine 
with  fidelity  and  zeal. 

The  chancellor  Beftuchef,  who  had  been  the 
mod  inveterate  enemy  of  Peter,  was  recalled  from 
his  exile  f.  Prince  Volkonfky  and  lieutenant  Ka- 
lifhkin  were  fent  off  to  him,  who  brought  him  to 
Peterfburg.  Catharine  reftored  to  him  his  rank  of 
iield-marfhal,  and  his  place  in  the  council,  befides 
fettling  upon  him  an  annual  penfion  of  twenty 
thoufand  rubles,  and  difpenfmg  him  from  employ- 
ment on  account  of  his  great  age.  Several  other 
exiles  and  prifoners  were  on  this  occafion  fet  free, 
but  neither  Ivan  nor  any  of  his  family.  It  was  now 
$  kind  of  refurre&ion  at  Peterfburg,  when  fo  many 

*  The  emprefs  Elizabeth  had  caufed  prince  Charles  of  Saxony 
to  be  elected  duke  of  Courland  in  1  75S.  —  Peter  III.  on  giving 
that  duchy  to  prince  George  of  Holftcin,  required  Biren  to  give 
it  up,  beltowing  on  him  in  lieu  thereof  the  lordihips  of  Wurtem- 
berg  and  Nitch,  which  he  intended  to  erecl  into  a  principality. 

f  The  declaration  published  by  the  emprefs  fhortly  after  the 
recall  of  Beftuchef  is  too  remarkable  to  be  forgotten.  Some 
portions  of  it  are  therefore  inserted  in  the  appendix  at  the  end 
of  the  volume,  Nc.  VI. 

perfons 
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perfons  who  had  fo  long  been  feparated  from  their 
acquaintance,  forgotten  by  the  world,  and  buried  in 
the  deferts  of  Siberia,  again  appeared  about  the 
town  ;  and  thefe  apparitions  had  a  farther  fimilitude 
with  the  future  life,  as  perfons  who  had  reciprocally 
crufhed  fuch  as  flood  in  their  way,  and  then,  by  a 
fingular  retaliation  of  fortune,  had  afterwards  fuf- 
fered  the  like  treatment  from  others,  now  met  here 
together  in  reconcilement  and  peace.  Count  Munich, 
in  1 740,  had  occafioned  duke  Biren  to  be  imprifoned 
and  banimed  ;  nay,  even  fketched  out  the  plan  of 
the  houfe  for  his  confinement  at  Pelim  :  one  year 
after  this,  the  count  came  himfelf  as  an  exile  to  the 
fame  place,  and  was  fhut  up  in  that  houfe,  which  he 
certainly  never  thought  he  was  building  for  his  own 
habitation,  and  from  which  the  duke  was  removed 
to  a  more  comfortable  abode.  Their  firfl  meeting 
afterwards  was  in  the  prefence  of  Peter  III.  who 
recalled  them  both ;  Munich  being  then  feventy- 
nine,  and  Biren  feventy-two  years  of  age.  Catharine 
completed  the  boon  to  the  latter,  by  reinflating 
him  in  his  dukedom  of  Courland,  as  has  been  before 
obferved  *•     Befiuchef  had  overthrown  Leftocq,  his 

*  It  may  farther  be  remarked,  that  the  independent  fovereignty 
of  Wurtemberg  in  Silelia,  which  Biren  poffefFed,  on  his  banimmcnt 
reverted  to  jyirmich.  They  now  compromifed  the  affair,  under 
the  mediation  of  Catharine,  in  fuch  manner,  that  the  latter,  for 
a  confiderable  Aim. of  money,  fully  made  ever  the  fovereignty  to 
the  former;  to  vvhofe  fan,  the  duke  having  been  again  depoftd 
by  Catharine,  it  belonged  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

patron 
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patron  and  promoter,  and  was  afterwards  himfelf 
fent  to  fhare  the  fame  fate :  thefe  likewife  now 
found  themfelves  here  together,  and  likewife  with 
paJions  much  abated  of  their  violence  Leftocq 
was  feventy  when  Peter  recalled  rrm  ;  but  Ca- 
r  tharinefirft  gave  him  a  yearly  allowance:  Beftuchef, 
the  former  chancellor  of  the  empire,  (he  now  pre- 
sented with  his  freedom  and  dignities  in  his  fixty- 
ninth  year,  and  raif-d  him  to  the  pod  of  general 
field-marfhal.  In  that  capacity  he  flood  on  the  right 
hand  of  her  throne  at  her  coronation,  during 
the  public  dinner,  where  the  emprefs  fat  alone  at 
table  *. 

Biren,  who,  more  exafperated  that  Peter  III. 
had  not  reinftated  him  in  his  duchy,  than  grateful 
for  the  liberty  to  which  he  had  juft  reftored  him, 
had  joined  himfelf  to  the  triumphant  party,  and 
had  occafionally  enlightened  it  by  his  experience  ; 
Biren  took  the  road  to  Courland,  where  he  was 
without  difficulty  reinveited  with  his  former  au- 
thority, and  where  he  favoured,  to  the  utmofl  of  his 

*  Beftuchef,  fome  months  after  his  return,  publifhed  a  book  of 
devotion,  which,  during  his  exile,  he  had  compiled  of  various  paf- 
fages,  from  the  Pfalms  and  other  parts  of  the  Bible.  He  after- 
wards caufed  a  medal  to  be  (truck,  on  one  fide  reprefenting  his 
buft,  with  the  legend  :  Alexius  comes  a  Beftuchef  Riumin,  imp. 
Ruff,  olim  cancellar.  nunc  fenior,  &c.  On  the  other  is  a  coffin, 
with  his  efcutcheon,  orange  trees,  palm  trees,  fortitude,  con- 
flancy.  Over  the  coffin  :  Tertio  triumphat ;  and  in  the  exergue .: 
Poft  duos  in  vita  de  inimicis  triumphos,  de  morte  triumphat.  He 
died  at  St.  Peterfburg,  April  21,  1766. 

power, 
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power,   the   views   which    Catharine   had    already 
formed  on  Poland. 

To  complete  the  picture  of  this  man,  whoy  after 
haying  devoted  himfelf  to  the  commimon  of  the 
mod  horrible  cruelties,  afiumed  a  lenity  which  he 
carried  even  to  weaknefs,  and  who  united  in  his 
conduct  the  extremes  of  fervility  and  a  ridiculous 
vanity,  it  will  be  neceflb.ry  to  mention  the  manner 
in  which  he  took  leave  of  Catharine.  Falling  on 
his  knees  before  her.  in  prefence  of  the  whole  cpurt, 
he  addrefled  her  in  thefe  terms : 

"  Mofl  illuflrious  and  moil  puirTant  emprefs  : 
"  mofl  gracious  fcvereign  and  great  lady  !  —  Is  it 
"  porTibie  to  conceive  of  a  magnanimity  and  c!e- 
"  mency  equal  to  thofe  which  your  imperial  majefty 
Cf  has  difplayed  towards  me  and  my  family  ?  A 
"  prince  without  liberty,  without  domains,  without 
"  affiMance,  without  fupport,  is  all  at  once  fur- 
•'  rounded  with  thefe  feveral  advantages  of  which 
"  he  had  been  deprived  by  a  fucceflion  of  mif- 
"  fortunes  for  a  long  feries  of  years.  I  am  indebted 
"  for  thefe  advantages  to  that  love  of  juflice  which 
"  fills  the  throne  in  the  perfon  of  your  imperial 
"  majefty,  and  which  has  juft  broke  the  plot  which 
<c  iniquity  and  violence  have  been  fo  artfully  la^ 
<c  bouring  to  complete. 

"  What  can  I  do  for  properly  acknowledging 
"  this  grace  and  thefe  bounties  ?  All  my  faculties  in 
"  conjunction  with  thofe  of  my  family  are  infufficient 
**  to  that  end ;  and  I  mould  be  inccnfolable  if  I 

"  were 
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"  were  not  perfuaded  that  your  benevolence  acquits 
•*  thofe  who  have  nothing  to  offer  but  gratitude  and 
"  fubmiffion.  Thefe  are  the  two  fentiments  which 
"  I  (hall  carry  with  me  to  the  grave,  and  which  I 
"  fha!l  inceffantly  inculcate  on  all  that  belong  to 
c;  me.  — •  With  the  moil  humble  proftrations  then, 
"  at  the  feet  of  your  imperial  majefty,  I  promife 
cc  you  a  gratitude  and  fubmiilion  without  limi- 
c*  tation,  and  I  prefume  to  intreat  you  gra- 
<c  cipufly  to  (hew  to  me  and  to  mine  your  powerful 
"  protection  *." 

The  news  of  the  revolution  was  foon  univerfally 
fpread  ;  and  this  great  change  in  the  government 
of  Ruffia,  it  was  univerfally  feared,  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  total  change  of  fyftem  with  regard  to 
foreign  affairs.  The  peace  and  alliance  with  the 
king  of  Pruffia  were  very  unpopular  meafures  in 
that  empire.  It  was  not  probable  that  the  clofe  and 
intimate  connection  which  had  fubfifted  between 
the  king  of  Pruffia  and  the  Jate  tzar,  could  greatly 
recommend  him  to  the  fucceffor.  And  as  it  was 
imagined  that  this"  revolution  mult  have  been  in  a 
great  degree  owing  to  the  machinations  of  thofe 
courts,  whom  the  tzar  had  irritated  by  withdrawing 
from  their  alliance,  there  was  the  greater  reafon  to 

*  Although  J3iren  well  knew  that  he  was  the  fori  of  a  courifh 
peafant,  named  Eiihren,  he  took  the  name  and  the  arms  of  the 
Birons  of  Franc?,  being  ddirous  of  pa.Uiog  for  a  descendant  of 
that  houfe. 

apprehend 
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apprehend  that  the  power,  which  was  now  fet  up, 
would  be  exerted  in  their  favour. 

There  were  alfo  great  advantages  on  the  fide  of 
Rufiia,  if  the  emprefs  fhould  not  hold  the  peace 
concluded  by  her  late  hufband  to  be  binding  on  her, 
as  none  of  the  conquefrs  were  at  this  time  evacuated. 
Everything  feemed  to  confpire  towards  plunging 
the  king  of  Pruflia  into  the  abyfs  of  his  former  dif- 
trefles,  after  he  had  emerged  from  them,  only  for 
fuch  a  time5  and  infuch  a  manner,  as  to  make  them 
more  bitter  and  infupportable. 

Fortunately,  however,  for  this  wonderful  man 
the  emprefs,  who  had  come  to  the  Ruffian  throne 
in  the  extraordinary  manner  that  we  have  feen, 
could  not  look  upon  herfelf  as  fufficiently  fecure  to 
undertake  again  a  war  of  fo  much  importance  as 
that  which  had  been  juft  concluded.  It  was  necef- 
fary,  for  fome  time  at  ieaft,  that  fhe  mould  confine 
her  attention  folely  to  her  own  fafety.  Therefore 
it  was  expedient  to  collect,  within  itfelf,  all  the  force 
of  the  empire,  in  order  to  oppofe  it  to  the  defigns 
of  the  many  malecontents,  with  which  that  empire 
always  abounds,  and  who,  though  not  attached  to 
the  intereft  of  the  late  tzar,  and  little  inclined  to 
revenge  his  fate,  would  find  now  both  inducement 
and  opportunity  for  raifing  troubles  and  attempting 
new  changes.  Very  plaufible  pretences  for  fuch 
attempts  exifted  from  the  time  of  Peter  the  great ; 
whoj  whillt  he  improved  and  ftrengthened  his  king- 
dom, 


I762.]  EMPRESS    CATHARINE    II.      ,  2%J 

dom,  left  in  it,   at  the  fame  time,  the  feeds  of  civil 
wars  and  revolutions. 

Thefe  confiderations,  whatever  her  defires  might 
be,  induced  the  tzaritza  to  continue  fo  much  of  the 
fyftem  of  her  predeceftbr,  as  coincided  with  her 
iituation.  She  therefore  declared  to  the  king  of 
Pruffia's  minifters,  "  that  (lie  was  refolved  to  ob- 
cc  ferve  inviolably  in  all  points  the  perpetual  peace 
u  concluded  under  the  preceding  reign  ;  that  never- 
"  thelefs  (lie  had  thought  proper  to  bring  back  to 
u  Ruflia,  by  the  neareft  roads,  all  her  troops  in 
"  Silefia,  PruMia,  and  Pomerania^' 

It  was  not  the  critical  fituation  alone  of  the 
tzaritza  which  produced  this  moderation ;  the 
prudent  behaviour  of  his  pruilian  majefty,  during 
the  time  of  his  connection  with  the  late  tzar, 
had  a  conliderabie  (hare  in  reconciling  the  mind 
of  this  emprefs  to  him,  and  of  perpetuating  fome- 
thing  like  the  fame  friendlhip,  with  interefls  fo  very 
different. 

On  the  2ifc  of  July,  the  orders  arrived  at  the 
allied  camp  from  Peterfburg  for  the  Ruffians  to 
feparate  themfelves  from  his  army,  and  return  with- 
out delay  to  their  own  country. 

None  of  the  fovereigns  of  Europe  were  ignorant 
of  the  fteps  by  which  Catherine  had  mounted  the 
throne ;  but  they  made  no  hefitadon  in  acknow- 
ledging her  title.  Some  of  them  even  teftified  their 
joy  on  the  occasion :  which,  however,  was  not  of 
long  duration. 

Maria 
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Maria  Therefa  at  firft  thought  that  the  Ruffians, 
abandoning  the  prufiian  ftandards,  would  unite 
their  arms  with  hers,  to  enable  her  once  more  to 
give  laws  to  Frederic.  Maria  Therefa  was  deceived  ; 
and  fhortly. after  faw,  with  equal  aftonimrnent  and 
difpleafure,  Catharine  not  only  ordering  her  troops 
to  evacuate  Pruflia,  but  confirming  the  peace  con- 
cluded by  the  tzar. 

Lewis  XV.  alio  flattered  himfelf  that  the  careiTes 
with  which  Catharine  had  diftinguifhed  his  ambaf- 
fador,  while  fhe  was  no  more  than  grand  duchefs, 
were  pledges  of  her  attachment  to  France*  But  no 
fooner  was  (he  feated  on  the  throne,  than,  while  in- 
dulging her  tafte  for  french  literature  *,  me  mani- 
fefted  her  contempt  and  averfion  for  the  court  of 
Verfaillesf.  Her  unfortunate  hufband  feemed  in 
this  refpect  alio  to  have  ferved  her  for  a  modeL 

*  She  was  a  great  admirer  of  the  french  writers,  and  especially 
the  tragic  poets.  Catharine  alfo  manifefted  a  high  efteem  for  the 
philofophers.  She  wrote  to  id'Alembert,  offering  him  a  falary  of 
fifty  thoufand  rubles,  if  he  would  conic  to  Petersburg  to  finilh  the 
Encyclopedic,  and  take  upon  him  the  charge  of  the  education  of 
the  grand  duke  Paul  Petrovitch.  D'Alem^ett  declined  the  offer. 
Seethe  appendix,  No.  VII.  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

f  Catharine  could  never  forgive  the  due  de  Choifeitl  for  patro- 
nizing the  work  of  the  abbe  Chappe  d'Auteroc'he,  and  fhe  even 
complained  of  it  not  a  long  time  before__her  death  ;  againfl:  which 
work,  in  conjunction  with  Peter  Ivanovitch  Schuvalof,  fhe  wrote 
"  The  Antidote/'  which  was  miferably  tranilated  into  englifh 
by  a  lady. 

The 
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The  monarch  who  formed  the  bed  judgment  of 
her  character  was  the  king  of  Pruflia  *.  That  prince, 
having  long  forefeen  the  bold  attempt  by  which  (he 
obtained  the  crown,  repeatedly  wrote  to  his  minifter 

*  The  king  of  Pruflia  wrote  thus  to  count  Finkenftein,  one 
of  his  favourites;  —  "  The  emperor  of  Ruliia has  been  dethroned 
"  by  his  confort :  it  was  to  be  expected.  That  princefs  haa 
"  much  good  fenfe  and  the  fame  inclinations  as  the  defun&.  She 
u  has  no  religion,  but  ads  the  devotee.  It  is.  the  fecond  volume 
u  of  Zcno,  the  greek  emperor,  of  his  wife  Adriana,  and  of  Mary 
"  de  Medicis.  The  late  chancellor  Beltuchef  was  her  greateft 
"  favourite  ;  and  as  he  has  a  Itrong  propenfity  to  guineas,  i  Slitter 
"  .myfelf  that  the  attachments  of  the  prefent  period  will  be  the 
<f  fame.  The  poor  emperor  wanted  to  imitate  Peter  I.  but  be 
"  had  not  the  capacity  for  it."  This  letter  was  certainly  not 
intended  to  fee  the  light :  and  it  is  curious  enough  to  put  it  in 
parallel  with  what  its  author,  that  grand  comedian  Frederic,  wrote 
for  the  public  in  his  "  Hiftory  of  the  Seven-years  War." — 
«'  The  king,"  fays  he,  "  had  cultivated  the  friendfiiip  of  the 
u  grand  duke,  at  the  time  when  he  was  only  duke  of  Holllein  ; 
"  and  from  a  fenfibility  rarely  found  among  mankind,  more  rarely 
*'  {till  among  kings,  that  prince,  in  return,  preferved  a  grateful 
"  heart :  he  even  gave  marks  of  it  in  that  war ;  for  it  was  he  who 
cl  raoft  contributed  to  the  retreat  of  general  Apraxin  in  1757  ; 
u  when,  after  having  beaten  general  Lewald,  he  fell  back  into 
"  Poland.  During  all  thefe  troubles,  that  prince  even  abftained 
"  from  going  to  council,  where  he  had  a  feat,  in  order  not  to 
"  participate  in  the   meafures  which   the   emprefs  was  taking 

"  again!!  Pruflia,  and  which   he  difapproved .The 

u  king  acted  with  the  emperor  not  as  one  iovereign  with  another, 
"  but  with  that  cordiality  which  friendfhip  demands,  and  which 
"  is  the  greateft  biefiing  of  it.  The  virtues  of  Peter  III.  formed 
"  an  exception  to  the  rules  of  policy  ;  it  was  but  right  to  act  the 
"fame  by  him."  —  Htftoirc  ds  la  Guerre  as  fept  Ans,  edit,  de  : 
Berlin,  torn.  \\. 

VOL.  U  U  Golt?s 
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Goltz,  that  fince  Peter  III.  was  refolutely  bent  on 
his  own  deftru£tion,  it  was  advifable  for  him  to  turn 
to  the  fide  of  Catharine.  Accordingly  baron  Goltz, 
the  affiduous  companion  and  flatterer  of  the  plea- 
fures  of  the  tzar,  was  one  of  the  firfl  to  abandon 
him  the  moment  his  affairs  were  feen  to  take  a  dif- 
aftrous  turn,  and  received  from  Catharine  the  moft 
gracious  reception. 

The  emprefs  likewife  received  with  diftin&ion 
the  envoy  of  Copenhagen  *,  and  gave  the  king 
of  Denmark  affurances  that  he  might  make  him- 
felf  eafy  on  the  fubjecl:  of  Holflein,  it  being  her 
intention  always  to  keep  up  a  good  understanding 
with  him. 

Mr.  Keith,  ambaffador  from  England,  had  not 
exa&ly  the  fame  freedom  of  accefs  to  this  princefs 
as  his  predecefTor  Williams  had  formerly  had  •  fhe 
treated  him  however  as  the  minifter  of  a  friendly 
power,  and  took  the  firfl  opportunity  to  renew  the 
treaty  which  had  long  procured  the  Englifh  almoft 
the  whole  commerce  of  Ruffia. 

While  fhe  was  fecuring  peace  with  the  kings  of 
Europe,  Catharine  neglected  nothing  for  the  main- 
tenance of  it  within  the  empire.  She  had  more  to 
fear  from  her  own  fubjecls  than  from  foreign  poten- 
tates j  fhe  therefore  employed  herfelf  in  thefe  affairs 
alternately  with  art  and  feverity.  The  court  pre- 
fently  affumed  a  new  face.     Everything  there  was 

*  Count  Ranzau  Afchberg,  a  friend  of  Gregory  Orlof. 

fubmifTive 
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fubmiffive  to  thefecret  will  of  Gregory  Orlof,  whofe 
influence  and  haughtinefs  were  increafing  from  day 
to  day,  humiliating  and  irritating  the  great,  and 
making  them  ardently  defire  his  fall.  Several 
of  them  ventured  to  fpeak  out,  and  a  refolution  to 
remove  them  was  the  immediate  confequence.  But 
Catharine  thought  it  bed  to  diffemble  a  while  longer, 
before  fhe  openly  avenged  her  favourite,  and  put  the 
laft  feai  to  the  patent  of  his  power. 

The  fecond  accounts  that  arrived  from  Mofco 
,  were  of  a  more  favourable  complexion  than  the 
former.  Brandy  and  money,  distributed  judicioufly 
by  the  governor,  had  worked  a  great  change  in  the 
minds  of  the  garrifon.  The  foldiers  could  not 
refufe  to  acknowledge  the  fovereign  who  ordered 
them  daily  fuch  marks  of  her  bounty.  Sure  of 
fuccefs  in  this  quarter,  Catharine  haftened  her 
journey  to  Mofco,  for  the  purpofe  of  celebrating  her 
coronation  in  that  ancient  capital  of  the  empire. 
But  previous  to  her  departure  from  St.  Peterlburo-. 
fhe  alTembled  the  regiments  of  the  guards  who  had 
feated  her  on  the  throne,  and  gave  them  further 
amirances  of  her  approbation.  She  left  them  under 
the  command  of  the  hetman  Razumofsky  and 
prince  Volkonfky,  bellowed  the  government  of  the 
city  on  count  Bruce,  on  whofe  fidelity  fhe-  could 
rely,  and  charged  Alexey  Orlof  to  watch  over  ail 
with  his  ufual  activity. 

The  emprefs  chofe  for  her  attendants  on  the 
journey    Gregory  Orlof,   the  old  chancellor  Bef- 

V  2  tuchef, 
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tuchef,  count  Stroganof;  in  fhort,  the  greater 
part  of  the  nobles  who  had  (hewn  themfelves  the 
mod  devoted  to  her,  as  well  as  thofe  whofe  ab- 
fence  the  had  reafon  to  dread.  Above  all,  fhe 
neglected  not  to  take  with  her  the  young  grand 
duke  Paul  Petrovitch  and  the  principal  ladies  of 
the  court. 

This  numerous  cavalcade  made  its  entrance  with 
pomp  into  Mofco.  But  notwithftanding  the  money 
that  had  been  previoufly  diflributed,  it  was  received 
without  any  tokens  of  public  welcome,  without 
acclamation.  Catharine  too  eafily  perceived,  by 
this  folitude  and  filence,  that  her.prefence  was  dif- 
agreeable  to  the  people.  She  neverthelefs  repaired 
to  the  chapel  of  the  tzars,  where  fhe  lavifhed  her 
flatteries  on  the  archbifhop  and  the  popes  ;  and  fhe 
was  crowned  in  the  prefence  of  the  foldiery  and  the 
people  of  the  court.  The  crowd,  which  retired  at 
the  approach  of  the  emprefs,  ran  everywhere  to 
meet  the  grand  duke,  and  mingled  with  the  emo- 
tions of  tendernefs  they  felt  for  the  child  a  vifible 
concern  for  the  misfortunes  of  his  father.  Catharine, 
difiatisfied  with  Mcfco,  induftrioufly  concealed  her 
chagrin  ;  and  attending  only  to  the  neceffary  delays, 
retook  the  read  to  Peterfburg. 

The  number  of  promotions,  prefents,  &c.  that 
were  made  on  occafion  of  the  coronation,  and 
which  moftly  fell  to  the  fhare  of  her  adherents  in 
the  late  revolution,  need  not  here  be  particularized. 
During  her  flay  at  Mofco  fhe  honoured  that  antient 
2  capital 
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capital  by  iiluing  feveral  proclamations  from  it ; 
and  to  flatter  the  military,  which  had  been  neglected 
by  Peter,  fhe  publifhed  a  manifefto,  on  the  day  of 
her  coronation,  in  praife  of  the  troops  that  had 
fought  againfl  Pruffia,  and  caufed  a  half-year's  pay 
to  be  given  to  the  fubal terns  and  common  foldiers 
who  had  been  prefent  at  the  victorious  battles  of 
Paltzig,  or  Kai  or  Zullichau,  and  at  Frankfort  or 
Kunerfdorf.  Of  each  of  the  four  regiments  of 
life  guards,  the  Pre  bajenikoy,  Simeonofsky,  If- 
mailofsky,  and  the  horfe-guards,  the  emprefs  ap- 
pointed herfelf  colonel.  General-adjutant  Gregory 
Orlof  was  made  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  lad  regi- 
ment ;  of  the  -firft,  his  brother  Alexey  ;  of  the 
third,  Feodor,  captain  of  the  Simeonofsky ;  and  of 
the  fourth,  Vladimir,  lieutenant  of  the  lfmailofsky 
guards. 

Gatharine  now  put  off  all  constraint.  The 
monks,  who  had  long  favoured  her  projects,  and 
to  whom  fhe  had  often  promifed  a  reftoration  of 
the  porTeffions  they  had  been  defpoiled  of  by  her 
hufband,  Vainly  recalled  to  her  mind  their  fervices 
and  her  promifes.  She  perceived  that  it  would  not 
be  prudent  to  let  them  refume  an  afcendant  which 
might  prove  as  dangerous  as  it  had  been  ferviceable 
to  h,er ;  and  inflead  of  revoking  the  edict  of 
Peter  111.  me  referred  it  to  the  examination  of  a 
lynod,  compofed  of  perfons  implicitly  fubfervient  to 
her  will.  The  principal  members  of  the  clergy 
Were  fecretly  brought  over ;  the  reft  were  facrificed; 

u  3  and, 
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and,   animated  with   facred  fury,  vowed  revenge 
againfl  their  former  patron. 

The  rage  of  the  priefts  could  not  fail  of  having 
fome  effect.  They  fanned  the  embers  of  fedition 
among  the  populace.  They  communicated  the 
fparks  of  it  to  fome  foldiers.  They  called  to  mind 
their  prince  Ivan.  They  difcovered  that  he  was  in 
St.  Peterfburg  on  the  very  day  of  the  revolution  5 
to  which  city  Peter  III.  had  myfteriouily  caufed  him 
to  be  brought,  in  the  defign  of  declaring  him  his 
fucceifor  ;  and  whence  Catharine  had  fince  *,  not 
lefs  myfterioufly,  had  him  conveyed;  and  they 
openly  laid,  that  it  was  to  that  unhappy  prince  that 
the  throne  belonged.  They  did  more.  They  de- 
tected and  publiftied  a  manifefto,  all  the  copies 
whereof  the  care  of.  the  friends  of  Catharine  had 
not  been  able  to  fupprefs.  Peter  III.  had  caufed  it 
to  be  drawn  up  by  the  ftate-counfellor  Volkof,  and 
had  figned  it  with  his  hand.  In  a  melancholy  mood 
he  had  here  put  together  all  the  weaknefies  and 
faults  of  Catharine  ;  and  accufmg  her  of  adultery, 
declared  that  he  would  not  acknowledge  the  young 
grand  duke  for  his  fon,  fince  he  was  the  fruit  of  the 
fcandalous  commerce  of  his  wife  with  Soltikof. 
This  manifefto  f ,  compofed  with  great  force  and 
eloquence,  was  artfully  difperfed  among  the  people, 

*  It  was  probably  on  this  occafion  that  Catharine  faw  prince 
Ivan,  as  fhe  fays  in  the  ukafe  fhe  publiftied  after  his  aflaflination, 
and  which  is  printed  in  the  appendix  to  this  volume,  No.  X. 

f  Perhaps  a  forgery  of  the  exafpaated  clergy. 

and 
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and  foon  found  its  way  among  the  foldiers,  who, 
for  the  mod  part  unable  to  conceive  in  what  fit  of 
diflra&ion  they  had  been  drawn  into  the  rebellion, 
already,  as  we  have  obferved,  repented  their  wicked- 
nefs,  or  deplored  the  fad  lot  of  a  prince,  miflaken 
but  not  malevolent,  weak  but  not  ftupid  ;  who  had 
been  barbaroufly  put  to  death.  He  whom  they 
lamented  foon  found  them  his  avengers.  Every 
thing  feemed  to  portend  a  new  revolution :  but 
Glebof,  Paflick,  Teplof,  and  their  emiflaries,  were 
not  blind  to  all  thefe  proceedings.  Suddenly  an 
imperial  proclamation  came  forth,  forbidding  the 
foldiers  of  the  guards  from  affembling  without 
orders  received  from  their  officers.  Some  of  the 
moll  violent  were  imprifoned,  and  fuffered  the 
punifhment  of  the  knoot ;  others  were  banifhed 
into  Siberia  :  terror  for  fome  time  kept  the  reft  in 
filence. 

By  thus  chaftifing  the  regiments  of  the  guards, 
the  emprefs  thought  fhe  mould  alfo  fhut  the  mouths 
of  the  priefts.  She  refufed  even  to  temporize  with 
the  courtiers  who  difpleafed  her,  and  thought  they 
had  juft  claims  to  her  gratitude.  Ivan  Schuvalof 
had  not  openly  taken  part  in  the  confpiracy  5  but 
he  had  promoted  it  beforehand  by  calumniating 
Peter  III.  and  as  foon  as  it  broke  out,  he  became  its 
approver  and  fupport.  By  flattering  the  pro- 
penfities  of  Catharine,  he  hoped  to  find  that  eafy 
accefs  with  her  which  the  emprefs  Elizabeth  had 
offered    him.      Schuvalof    was     miflaken,       He 

u  4  awakened 
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awakened  the  jealoufy  of  Orlof ;  Catharine  fent 
him  word  that  his  prefence  was  not  neceffary  at 
court  *  ;  then,  adding  derifion  to  harfhnefs,  flie 
made  him  a  prefcnt,  as  the  reward  of  his  fervices, 
of  an  old  negro,  who  played  the  part  of  a  buffoon 
about  the  palace  f . 

The  general  of  artillery  Villebois,  who  had 
yielded  to  a  fentiment  of  tendernefs  for  her  rather 
than  follow  the  line  of  his  duty,  now  paid  the  forfeit 
of  his  miftake.  Orlof  was  afraid  of  his  talents, 
and  wanted  his  employments.  Villebois  was  dif- 
miffed,  and  the  favourite  appointed  grand  mailer  of 
the  artillery. 

The  pretenfions  of  princefs  Dafhkof  became 
odious  to  the  emprefs.  At  the  commencement  of 
the  revolution,  princefs  Dafhkof  hnd,  like  Catharine, 
put  on  the  uniform  of  the  guards,  and  marched  at 
their  head.  She  had  facrificed  her  father,  her  fitter, 
her  whole  family,  to  the  elevation  of  her  friend  J  ; 

*  Peter  III.  on  his  accefiion  to  the  throne,  acled  with  greater 
lenity  towards  Ivan  Schuvalof,  of  whom  he  had  fo  great  a  right 
to  complain  under  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  He  not  only  did  not 
forbid  him  the  court,  but  he  made  him  a  prefent  often  thoufand 
imperials  in  gold,  which  the  chamberlain  had  juft  received  of  the 
dyincr  fovereign,  and  which,  inftigated  by  fear,  he  fent  to  the 
new  emperor. 

-J-  It  was  laid  to  be  the  fame  negro  whom  the  tzar  was  defirous 
of  having  with  him  in  prifon. 

J  This  was  the  appellation  mutually  beftowed  on  each  other 
by  Catharine  and  princefs  Dalhkof. 

in 
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in  fome  inftances  (he  had  facrificed  herlelf.  All  the 
recompence  fhe  afked  was  the  title  of  colonel  of  the 
regiment  of  Preobajenfky.  But  Catharine  anfwered 
her,  with  n  ironical  fmile,  that  the  academy  would 
fuit  her  better  than  a  military  corps.  Princefs 
Dafhkof,  .cruelly  mortified  at  this  reply,  gave  fcope 
to  her  natural  impetuofity,  murmured  among  her 
friends  of  the  ingratitude  of  Catharine,  and  fought 
opportunities  for  fhewing  her  refentment.  The 
perfidious  Odart?  who  obierved  this  alteration  in 
the  behaviour  of  the  princefs,  was  the  firfl  to 
carry  an  account  of  it  to  the  emprefs.  Princefs 
Dafhkof  immediately  received  orders  to  retire  to 
Mofco  *. 

At  the  fame  time  Catharine  commiflioned  the 
piedmontefe  Odart  to  engage  the  ambalTador  of 
France  to  1  rite  to  Voltaire,  cautioning  him  to  be 
on  his  guard  againfl:  the  vanity  of  princefs  Dafhkof, 
and  to  tell  him,'  that  if  he  mould  tranfmit  to 
poflerity  the  event  that  had  juft  happened  in  Ruflia, 
he  need  only  make  mention  of  this  young  woman 

*  Here  me  was  delivered  of  a  daughter,  afterwards  married  to 
M.  de  Tfcherbinin  ;  a  lady  of  remarkable  accomplishments  and 
the  mod  agreeable  manners.  It  is  no  wonder  then  if  her  fociety 
was  frequented  by  all  men  of  talents  and  literature  from  every 
court  in  Europe.  After  palling  three  or  four  years  in  travelling 
through  various  parts  of  Germany  and  the  ftates  of  Italy,  madame 
Tfcherbinin  afterwards  took  up  her  refidence  at  Warfaw  ;  but 
fincc  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  Paul  I.  fhe  is  gone 
to  refide  with  her  mother  at  her  retirement  in  the  vicinity  of 
Mofco. 

as 
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as  having  a&ed  a  very  fecondary  part  in  a  revolu- 
tion, the  fuccefs  whereof  was  owing  folely  to  the 
wifdom  and  courage  of  the  emprefs  *.  The  fame 
commifiion  was  given  to  her  ambarTadors  at  London 
and  at  Paris  f . 

The  archbifhop  of  Novgorod,  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal inflruments  in  the  revolution,  and  who  had 
the  mod  aflifted  in  diminifhiag  the  privileges  of  the 
monks,  having  been  gained  over  by  money  and  pro- 
mifes,  found  all  at  once  that  his  towering  hopes  were 
fruftrated.  When  Catharine  had  no  longer  any 
need  of  his  fervices,  ihe  prefently  difmiffed  him ; 
and  he  was  obliged  to  take  back  with  him  his  rage 
and  difgrace  to  a  clergy  who  hated  him,  and  a  peo- 
ple who  defpifed  his  ambition. 

In  the  mean  time  Pcniatofsky  had  learned,  with 
ine^prellible  joy,  the  triumph  of  Catharine.  Since 
his  departure  from  St.  Petersburg,  he  had  kept  up 
a  regular  correfpondence  with  her,  through  the 
means  of  feme  obliging  friends  ;  and  he  placed  the 
more  dependance  upon  her,  as,  while  flic  had   a 

•  *  M.  de  Breteuil  wrote  in  his  letter:  ic  Cell  pouiTer  bienloin 
<«  lajaloufie  5c  la  hardieffe  del'ingratitude." 

f  Upwards  of  five-and-twenty  years  after  that  event,  Catha- 
n'ne  held  the  fame  language  to  a  minifter  from  a  foreign  power. 
It  was  her  carneft  defire  that  the  hiftory  of  her  life  and  reign 
mould  have  been  undertaken  by  the  hiftonan  of  Charles  V. 
Various  fuggeftions  were  at  feveral  times  given  to  that  effect,  and 
tranfmitted  to  Scotland ;  and  for  which  all  the  neceffary  papers 
and  documents  were  to  have  been  furnifhed  by  hcrfelf. 

fecret 
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fecret  partiality  for  others,  fhe  openly  affecled  a  ro- 
mantic conftancy  in  her  attachment  to  him.  Per- 
haps Poniatofsky  might  flatter  himfelf  that  he  mould 
foon  be  honoured  with  her  hand,  whofe  heart  he 
imagined  had  long  been  his.  He  advanced  to  the 
frontiers  of  Poland,  and  fent  to  afk  permiiTion  of 
her  majefly  to  pay  a  vifit  to  her  court.  But  fhe 
returned  him  for  anfwer,  that  his  prefence  was  not 
neceffary  at  Peterfburg  ;  and  that  (he  had  different 
views  in  his  behalf.  Unwilling  that  he  mould  be 
farther  informed  of  her  new  connections,  (lie  con- 
tinued to  write  to  him  in  an  affectionate  ilyle,  and 
fometimes  fhed  tears  before  the  confidants  *  of  the 
Pole,  in  fpeaking  of  her  paflion  for  him.  She 
complained  that  an  inclination  for  Orlof  was  attri- 
buted to  her,  and  attempted  to  ridicule  him  in  their 
eyes. 

But  the  period  of  fears  was  pad.  Orlof  had 
done  with  myftery.  Haughty  and  coarfe  in  his 
manners,  that  favourite  but  aukwardly  fubmitted  to 
diflimulation  ;  and  he  now  made  it  appear  that  he 
had  no  longer  occafion  for  an  inconvenient  precau- 
tion. Accuflomed  to  live  in  the  barracks  and 
cabaks  f ,  Orlof  at  times  would  drink  pretty  freely. 
One  evening,  being  at  fupper  with  theemprefs,  the 
hetman  Razurnofsky,  and  fome  others  of  the  court, 
2nd  being  flufhed  with  wine,  he  talked  of  the  ai- 

*  M.  de  Mercy  ar<d  M.  de  BreteuiJ, 

X  Tippling  houfes  frequented  by  the  lower  orders  of  people. 

8  cendant 
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cendant  he  had  over  the  guards ;  he  boafted  of 
having  folely  brought  about  the  revolution  ;  and 
added,  that  his  power  was  fo  great,  that  if  he  chofe 
to  abufe  it,  he  could  deftroy  in  one  month  his  own 
work,  and  dethrone  the  emprefs.  cc  You  might  do 
"  fo  in  one  month,"  returned  the  hetman,  fmiling 
at  his  infolence ;  c<  buL  my  friend,  within  a  fort- 
*s  night  after  we  would  have  hanged  you!'*  The 
other  courtiers  feemed  offended  ,  but  the  favour  of 
Orlof  was  not  ciirninimed. 

The   attachment  of  Catharine  to  her  favourite 
arofe  more  from  policy  J  jclion.      She  knew 

his  activity,  his  vehemence,  his  boldnefs  j  and  fhe 
could  neither  arm  herfelf  again/l  him  by  an  empty 
pride,  nor  prefer  to  him  courtieis  doubtlefs  more 
police,  but  aim  oft  all  without  talents^  and  deilitute 
of  courage.  Lefs  gracious  towards  the  other  con- 
fpirators,  who  were  only  fubaltern  officers,  and 
whom  fire  had  already  Sufficiently  rewarded,  fhe 
removed  them  by  degrees  from  the  court,  leaving 
them  to  ret'urn  to  their  foldier-like  courfe  of  life, 
and  their  obfcure  libertinifm.  It  may  be  that  fhe 
would  have  done  better  to  have  kept  on  the  mafk 
a  little  longer  *, 

The 

*  Some  perfons  made  a  handle  of  this  behaviour  to  charge 
her  with  ingratitude  and  feliilhnefs.  The  ftate  cpunfellor  Brock- 
torf,  private  fecretary  to  the  tzar,  and  who  had  often  prevented 
that  prince  from  (hewing  his  refentment  againft  Catharine,  fpoke 
of  it  in  thefe  terms:  "  The  emprefs  thinks  it  a  fufficient  hap- 
<s  pinefs  to  be  permitted  to  ferve  her,   and  that  it  is  recompencc 

<(  enough 
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The  chaftifement  of  the  foldiers  who  were  the 
firft  in  the   mutiny  had  not   entirely   quelled  the 
fpirit  of  revolt.     The   removal  of  the   archbimop 
of  Novgorod  and  princefs  Dafhkof,   the  unfettled 
health  of  the  young  grand  duke  *,  the  pity  (hewn 
by  all  ranks  of  people  for  prince  Ivan;   all  furnifhed 
a  handle  to  difcontents,  which  the  popes  dexteroufly 
employed    for  inciting   and   irritating  the  people. 
There  was  a  general  fermentation  in  the  barracks. 
The  danger  became  even   fo   imminent,  that  her 
majefty  was  thought,  during  a  whole  day  f ,   to  be 
in  extreme  hazard  of  experiencing  the  fate  of  her 
hufband.       But    her    courage  never   forfook  her. 
Without  calling  her  council,  me  took  private  mea- 
fures  for  calming  the  revolt ;  and  when  the  hetman 
Razumofsky,  Belt  u  chef,  Panin,  Glebof,  with  feveral 
other  members  of  the  fenate,  prefented  themfelves 
to  her,  to  teftify  their  uneafmefs,  (lie  faid  to  them, 
with  that  dignity  which  was  peculiar  to  her  :  "Why 
"  are  you  alarmed  ?    Think  v :  that  I  am  afraid  to 
"  face  the  'danger  ?  or  rather,  are  you  afraid  that 
"  I  know  not  how  to  overcome  it  ?  Recoiled  that 


4i  enough  to  have  the  honour  which  fhe  fuppofes  it  mould  be 
M  reckoned  ;  and  when  file  has  made  what  ufe  fhe  wanted  of  any 
•'  one,  or  of  which  fhe  thought  him  capable,  flie  doers  with  him 
"  as  we  do  with  an  orange,  after  fucking  out  the  juice  we  throw 
"  the  peal  out  at  window." 

*  He  was  attacked  with  a  fort  of  fcorbutic  complaint. 

•f  It  was  fome  time  after  her  ret  urn  "from  Mofco. 

c< 


you 
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*6  you  have  feen  me,  in  moments  more  terrible  than 
•«  thefe,  in  full  poiTeffion  of  the  whole  vigour  of  my 
"  mind  ;  and  that  I  can  fupport  the  moft  cruel 
«6  reverfes  of  Fortune  with  as  much  ferenity  as  I 
"  have  fupported  her  favours.  A  few  factious 
cc  fpirits,  a  few  mutinous  foldiers,  are  to  deprive 
"  me  of  a  crown  that  I  accepted  with  *  reluctance, 
cs  and  only  as  the  means  of  delivering  the  ruffian 
IC  nation  from  the  miferies  with  which  it  was  threat- 
u  ened  !  I  know  not  with  what  pretence  they  colour 
*c  their  infolence ;  I  know  not  on  what  means  they 
'!  rely  :  but,  I  fay  it  again,  they  caufe  me  no  alarm. 
ci  That  Providence  which  has  called  me  to  reign, 
"  will  preferve  me  for  the  glory  and  the  happi- 
"  nefs  of  the  empire  ;  and  that  almighty  arm  which 
"  has  hitherto  been  my  defence,  will  now  confound 
cc  my  foes." 

The  Orlofs  and  their  friends  at  that  very  time 
were  neglecting  nothing  that  could  pacify  the 
guards;  and  prefents  foftened  thofe  whom  fpeeches 
and  promifes  could  not  appeafe.  When  their  fide- 
lity was  again  fecured,  four-and-twenty  of  their 
officers  were  arrefled  and  tried.  The  four  principal 
ringleaders  f  were  declared  guilty  of  high  treafon, 

and 

*  It  is  certain  that  Catharine  expreffed  herfelf  in  thefe  very 
terms,  and  that  even  in  the  prefence  of  feme  of  her  accom- 
plices. 

f  Thefe  were  the  three  brothers  Gurief,  officers  in  the  ifma'i'I- 
ofsky  regiment  of  guards,  and  Krufchef,  an  officer  of  the  regi- 
ment 
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and  condemned  to  be  quartered.  But  Catharine, 
thinking  that  lefs  benefit  was  likely  to  accrue  from 
leaving  them  to  their  fentence,  commuted  their 
punifhment  into  a  banifhment  to  Siberia  ;  and  wifh- 
ing,  at  the  fame  time,  to  attempt  at  infpiring  the 
Ruffians  with  fome  dread  of  infamy,  a  dread  which 
had  fo  much  influence  in  other  nations,  fhe  caufed 
the  four  officers  to  be  degraded  andfcourged  by  the 
hand  of  the  common  executioner. 

While  Catharine  was  thus  managing  her  fubjecls, 
me  difplayed  to  foreign  courts  all  the  greatnefs  of 
her  character.  The  ambaffador  of  France  follicited 
her  in  vain  for  obtaining  a  reverfal  fimilar  to  thofe 
granted  by  Elizabeth  and  Peter  III.  at  their  accef- 
fion  to  the  throne,  the  purport  of  which  was  to 
prove  that  the  title  of  cmprefs  changed  absolutely 
nothing  in  the  ceremonial  between  the  two  courts; 
and  perfifted  in  the  refufal,  notwithitanding  the 
difficulties  it  might  occafion  *.  In  a  word,  me  de- 
clared 


ment  of  Ingria  or  lngermlandfko'f,  and  a  man  of  great  talents. 
A  brother  of  the  latter,  ferjeant  in  the  fame  regiment,  was  alfo 
in  the  plot,  but  was  not  adjudged  to  the  fame  punifhment. 

*  Thefe  difficulties  were  not  the  only  ones  M.  de  Breteuil  had 
with  Catharine  :  and  it  may  not  be  ufelefs  to  mention  the  grave 
minutiae  in  which  ambaifadors  are  fometimes  employed.  The 
cuftom  is,  that  women  as  well  as  men  kifs  the  hand  of  the  em- 
prefs.  M.de  Breteuil  had  the  vanity  to  infift  that  his  lady, 
rather  than  conform  to  that  cuftom,  mould  abftain  from  appear- 
ing at  court.     He  made  fcvcral  renionftrances  on  this  fubjeft. 

Catharine 
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clared  that  the  ceremonial  mould  not  be  changed  ; 
but  that  there  mould  never  more  be  any  reverfai  at 
the  commencement  of  a  new  reign  *.  Neverthelefs 
fhe  gave  fecret  inftruclions  to  feveral  of  her  ambaf- 
fadors  to  take  precedence  of  that  from  France,  when* 
ever  occaficn  mould  offer  f . 

The  emprefs,  always  combining  policy  with  firm- 
nefs,  found  means  to  footh  the  moft  dangerous  of 
the  priefisj  and  to  put  a  flop  to  the  cabals  of  the 
monks.  She  recalled  to  court  princefs  Dafhkof, 
whofe  influence  and  enterprifes  at  Mofco  might  dif- 
turb  the  tranquillity  of  the  empire.  She  fent  away 
the  piedmontefe  Odart,  whofe  continual  informa- 
tions had  rendered  him  odious  to  all  the  court.  Her 
praife  was  refounded,  by  the  trumpet  of  fame,  from 
one  end  of  Europe  to  the  other,  and  reverberated 
to  Peterfburg.  The  health  of  the  young  grand 
duke  was  re-eftablimed.  The  promifmg  expecta- 
tions that  were  jufliy  raifed  by  the  good  conduct  of 
that  prince,  drew  off  all  eyes  from  the  prifon  of 


Catharine  held  out ;  and  that  madame  de  Bretcuil  might  not  die 
of  vexation  in  her  hotel,  the  ambafTador  was  obliged  to  fubmit. 
However,  by  a  grand  ftroke  of  policy,  he  recommended  to  his 
lady  not  to  kifs  her  majcfVy's  hand,  but  only  to  pretend  to  do  fo. 

*  See  the  declaration  in  the  appendix,  No.  VIII.  at  the  end 
of  the  volume. 

f  The  difpute  that  happened  between  the  due  de  Chatelet  and 
count  Ivan  Chernichef,  ambafTador  from  Ruflia  to  the  court  of 
St.  James's,  is  well  known. 

the 
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the  unfortunate  Ivan ;  and  the  Ruffians  accommo- 
dated themfelves  to  a  yoke  which  they  had  attempt- 
ed  in  vain  to  make  off. 

Ambition  did  net  extinguifh  the  love  of  pleafure 
in  the  bread  of  Catharine.  It  was  even  by  the 
latter  that  fhe  gained  more  and  more  the  attachment 
of  her  courtiers ;  but  fhe  could  quit  her  pleafures  td 
engage  in  the  mod  ferious  affairs,  and  apply  to  the 
mod  arduous  concerns  of  government.  She  aflifted 
at  all  the  deliberations  of  the  council,  read  the 
difpatches  from  her  ambaffadors,  either  dictated  or 
minuted  with  her  own  hand  the  anfwers  that  were 
to  be  fent  to  them,  and  afterwards  attended  to  all 
the  particulars  of  their  execution.  Jealous  of  folid 
renown,  fhe  fet  before  her  the  example  of  thofe 
illudrious  monarchs  who  effaced  their  weakneffes 
by  the  grandeur  of  their  exploits ;  and,  with  the 
infirmities  of  men,  merited  and  obtained  the  grate- 
ful acknowledgments  of  all  fucceeding  times,  as  the 
friends  and  benefactors  of  the  human  race.  She 
followed  thofe  maxims  which  me  frequently  quoted  : 
"  We  mould  be  condant  in  our  plans,"  faid  fhe. 
"  It  is  better  to  do  amifs,  than  to  alter  cur  purpofe, 
€6  None  but  fools  are  irrefolute," 


vot.  1 
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CHAP.    IV. 

Catharine  is  occupied  in  Schemes  of  Aggrandifement. 

—  She  fupports  Biren  in  Courland.  —  Panin  is 
deftrous  of  changing  the  form  of  the  Ruffian  Govern- 
ment. ~  Bcjluchef  diffuades  the  Emprefs  from  it, 
and  vjifhes  to  induce  her  to  marry  Gregory  Orlof, 

—  A  Plot  concerted  at  Mofco  againft  the  Life 
of  Orlof  —  A  Conf piracy  againft  the  Emprefs.  — 
Anfwer  of  Princefs  Dafokof.  —  Poniatofsky  deftrous 
of  coming  to  Ru/fia,  &c.  —  Occurrences  of  1762 
and  1763. 

I  he  bloody  war  carried  on  againft  Frederic, 
continued  to  rage  in  the  reft  of  Europe.  Ruflia 
had  juft  feparated  from  that  formidable  league, 
and  Sweden  was  following  her  example.  Peter 
had  not  merely  put  an  end  to  hoftilities,  and  re- 
stored .to  the  king  the  territory  of  Eaft-Pruffia, 
which  had  been  conquered  by  the  ruffian  arms  ; 
but  he  had  even  ordered  his  troops  to  join  the  army 
of  that  prince,  to  fight  under  him  as  allies,  againft 
the  remaining  confederated  powers.  The  latter 
relation  thus  immediately  ceafed,  and  it  was  of  the 
utmoft  importance  to  know  what  refolutions  would 
now  be  adopted  by  Catharine.     For,  though  the 

ruffian 
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ruffian  army  under  Elizabeth  had  performed  fo 
little  in  companion  of  what  might  have  been  rea- 
fonably  expected  from  their  numbers  and  force  yet 
Ruflia  was  a  very  formidable  enemy,  to  whom  Fre- 
deric, in  fpite  of  all  the  refources  of  his  fertile  genius, 
mud  at  length  have  fubmitted,  efpecially  if  the 
bravery  of  the  foldiers  mould  have  been  properly 
enforced  by  a  better  command. 

Frederic  had  been  Peter's  friend,  was  acquainted 
with  all  his  fentiments  and  plans,  had  imparted  to 
him  counfel,  and  maintained  a  confidential  corre- 
fpondence  with  him.  Could  it  be  expected  that  his 
fucceffor  mould  have  much  inclination  and  con- 
fidence for  the  friend  of  him  whom  fhe  had  ejected 
from  the  throne?  Was  it  not  probable  that  he 
was  informed,  perhaps  even  approved  of  the  meafures 
that  the  emperor  had  taken  in  regard  to  Catharine, 
and  for  trie  preventing  of  which  (he  had  undertaken 
that  very  ftep  ?  Frederic  had  indeed  been  Peter's 
friend  ;  but  a  worthy  and  paternal  friend,  an  ex- 
perienced and  faithful  monitor.  He  had  the  highefl 
reafon  to  be  devoted  to  the  emperor  with  the 
fincerefl  attachment ;  but  Frederic  was  too  generous 
to  bellow  his  calm  approbation  on  what  he  did  not 
hold  to  be  right.  With  tender  concern  he  beheld 
Peter  giving  the  rein  to  his  paffions,  and  exerted 
all  the  influence  of  his  friendfhip  to  reduce  him 
to,  a  better  conduct.  His  letters  abounded  with  ad- 
monitions to  the  reftoration  of  domeftic  concord, 
and  the  re*eftablifhment  of  peace  in  the  imperial 

x  2  family. 
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family.  Catharine  read  them,  and  was  convinced 
of  the  perfevering  good- will  of  the  great  prince,  to 
whom  fhe  was  indebted  for  the  firft  poflibility  of 
obtaining  the  ruffian  crown  *.  Frederic  had  even 
left  nothing  untried  to  diffuade  the  tzar  from  his 
violent  refolution  of  declaring  war  againfl  Den- 
mark :  at  length,  however,  a  congrefs  was  appointed 
at  Berlin,  in  order  to  bring  all  differences  to  an 
accommodation. 

The  negotiation  went  on  with  fuccefs,  and  ended 
happily.  Catharine  therefore  ratified  the  peace 
with  Pruffia  and  with  Denmark. 

Ruffia  then  enjoyed  a  peace  with  foreign  powers, 
which  had  been  begun  by  the  unfortunate  Peter 
III.  and  which  Catharine  had  now  confirmed  :  but 
the  interior]  of  the  empire,  in  various  parts,  exhi- 
bited figns  of  fermentation.  Neither  the  fevere 
fentencc  pronounced  againfl  the  four  principal 
leaders  of  the  tumult  of  the  guards,  nor  the  afifumed 
clemency  of  the  emprefs,  were  able  to  ftifle  thefe 
fentiments  of  hatred  and  vengeance  which  the  view 
of  a  great  act  of  injufticc  never  fails  to  infpire. 

*  On  perufing  thefe  letters  the  emprefs  burfl  into  tears  of 
gratitude,  and  made  in  confequencc  the  ftrongeft  declarations  in 
favour  of  this  prince.  They  were  not  without  effect.  Order* 
Iiad  been  given  with  relation  to  Pruffia,  which  threatened  a  re- 
newal of  hoftilities.  They  were  foon  fufpendtd.  The  army  of 
the  Ruffians  was  indeed  feparated  from  that  of  Pruffia  ;  but 
all  the  important  places  which  the  Ruffians  had,  with  fo  much 
bloodfhed  and  through  fo  many  difficulties,  acquired,  and  which 
gave  them  the  command  of  everything  elfe  that  remained  to  the 
king,  were  faithfully  reftored. 

Though 
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Tiiough  Catharine  perhaps  had  no  great  reafon 
to  fufpect  that  her  fubjects  were  not  perfectly  fatif- 
fied  with  the  methods  by  which  the  late  revolution 
had  been  effected,  yet  fhe  thought  it  expedient  to 
call  off  their  attention  from  a  recent  event  of  fuch 
magnitude  and  importance,  by  brilliant  novelties 
and  fuccefsful  enterprifes.  But  fhe  alfo  knew  that 
too  many  obftacles  were  oppofed  to  thefe  enterprifes, 
and  that  the  penury  of  her  finances  as  well  as  the 
dictates  of  policy  impelled  her  to  peace. 

With  regard  to  any  offenflve  intentions  againil 
Ruflia,  they  have  long  fince  ceafed  to  compofe  a 
part  in  the  politics  of  any  power  whatever.  NoN 
withftanding  her  permanent  ftrength,  and  an  oc- 
cafional  exertion  of  it,  that  are  very  menacing,  it 
does  not  appear  that  there  has,  even  once,  been  a 
plan  fcrioufly  thought  on  for  the  reduction  of  the 
greatnefs  of  Ruflia,  ever  fince  the  time  of  Charles 
XII.  which  was  the  period  of  her  entering  into  the 
circle  of  our  political  fyflem  :  and  this  was  rather 
an  attempt  to  crufh  her  in  her  infancy,  than  a  plan 
to  obftruct  her  further  growth,  when  once  become 
formidable. 

From  that  time  fhe  has  been  growing  (not  fo 
much,  perhaps,  as  might  be  expected  in  learning 
and  the  arts,  but,  certainly)  to  a  very  high  degree 
in  fubftantial  power,  and  in  all  the  refources  that 
fupport  it;  a  ftrong  military  force,  an  increafing 
commerce,  prudent,  becaufe  for  the  moft  part  a 
lucrative  fyflem  of  negotiation  ;  and  an  unbounded 

x  3  influence 
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influence  over  thofe  nations  with  whom  fhe  has  the 
neareft  connection. 

Her  friendfhip  has  been  much  fought,  and 
generally  paid  for.  Her  armies  have  been  kept  up 
at  very  confiderable  numbers  ;  and  if  her  troops 
have  not  improved,  the  laft  war  evidently  demon- 
strated that  they  had  not  at  all  declined  from  that 
difcipline  to  which  they  were  formed  by  Peter  the 
great.  That  commerce,  too,  of  which  he  was  the 
founder,  had  been  far  from  languilhing  fince  his 
death :  and  the  balance  of  trade  was  probably  in 
her  favour  againft  fome  of  the  nations  with  whom 
{he  has  intercourfe.  The  emulation  which,  for  this 
century  pad:,  has  fubfifled  amongft  all  the  maritime 
countries  in  augmenting  their  marine,  has,  without 
the  exertion  of  any  deep  policy  on  her  fide,  operated 
powerfully  in  her  favour ;  as  nature  has  made  her 
the  great  magazine  of  naval  (lores  to  Europe. 

Nothing  fhews  more  clearly  that  Ruilia  has  the 
ftrongeft  political  ftamina,  than  that  her  condition 
is  fuch  as  we  have|  defcribed  it,  whilft  her  govern- 
ment has  undergone  very  frequent  ihocks  and  fud- 
den  revolutions,  whilft  the  throne  was  feldom 
cftablifhed  with  great  fecurity  to  the  pofleffor,  and 
never  provided  with  any  found  and  invariable  rule 
of  fuccefrion. 

At  prefent  it  could  not  be  faid  that  Ruffia  was 
much  improved  in  thefe  particulars.  On  the  con- 
trary, nothing  could  be  more  critical  than  the 
Situation  of  that  government. 

The 
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The  emprcfs  immediately  applied  with  extreme 
affiduity  and  care  to  the  adminiflration  of  her  vafl 
eflates,  the  advancement  of  commerce,  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  marine,  and  efpecially  to  the 
means  of  recovering  the  finances,  without  being 
reduced  to  the  necelfity  of  obferving  a  parfimoni- 
ous  ceconomy.  Her  grand  ideas  of  the  fovereignty 
of  Rufiia  permitted  her  not  to  renounce  that  oriental 
magnificence,  for  which,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  the  court  of  St.  Petersburg 
had  been  famous  throughout  the  world.  This 
luxury  might  likewife  feem  the  more  necelTary  as 
an  object  of  attraction  to  the  notice  of  the  public 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  till  fhe  could  excite  its 
altonifhmentby  the  fplendour  of  conquefts. 

After  engaging  in  bulinefs  with  her  minifters,  her 
majefty  wrould  frequently  converfe  and  always  in 
private,  one  while  with  Beftuchef  and  at  another 
with  Munich.  With  one  (lie  fludied  politics  and 
the  refources  of  the  feveral  courts  of  Europe  ;  the 
other  communicated  to  her  the  plan  he  had  been 
meditating  in  his  exile  in  Siberia,  for  driving  the 
Turks  from  Conflantinople,  a  plan  Angularly  gra- 
tifying to  the  afpiring  mind  of  Catharine,  and  which, 
thirty  years  after,  feemed  to  have  been  on  the  point 
of  being  carried  into  effect. 

Her  firfl  cares  were  directed  to  domeflic  regula- 
tions.    The  flyle  in  all  her  ordinances  has  fome- 
thing  uncommonly  confidential  and  open :  the  fub- 
je&s  heard  the  voice  of  a  careful  mother,  without 
x  4  feeling 
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feeling  themfelves  treated  like  helplefs  children  j 
on  the  contrary  they  all  have  a  tendency  to  bring 
them  to  liberty.  She  frequently  mentioned  the 
duties  of  fovereigns,  and  particularly  what  the 
cmprefs  efteemed  to  be  her  own.  For  inftance,  in 
her  firft  manifefto,  dated  July  6th,  1762,  immedi- 
ately on  her  acceflion  to  the  throne  :  "  It  is  thus," 
faid  the  emprefs,  cc  without  fpilling  one  drop  of 
fc  blood,  that  we  have  afcended  the  ruffian  throne, 
f<  by  the  affiftance  of  God,  and  the  approving 
<c  fuffrages  of  our  beloved  country. —Humbly 
cc  adoring  the  decrees  of  Divine  Providence,  we 
fc  affure  our  faithful  fubjeSs,  that  we  will  not  fail, 
#  by  night  and  by  day,  to  invoke  the  Mod  High 
*'  to  blefs  our  iceptre,  and  enable  us  to  weild  it  for 
<c  the  maintenance  of  our  orthodox  religion,  the 
fc  fecurity  and  defence  of  our  dear  country,  and 
fc  the  equal  adminiftration  of  juftice ;  as  well  as 
*c  to  put  an  end  to  all  miferies,  iniquities,  and 
<c  violences,  by  ftrengthening  and  fortifying  our 
?f  heart  for  the  public  good.  And  as  we  ardently 
<c  wifh  to  prove  erTe&ually  how  far  we  merit  the 
<*  reciprocal  love  of  our  people,  for  whofe  happi- 
<c  nefs  we  acknowledge  our  throne  to  be  eftabliflied, 
*?  we  folemnly  promife  on  our  imperial  word,  to. 
*c  make  fuch  arrangements  in  the  empire  as  that 
H  the  government  may  be  endued  with  an  intrinfic 
V  force  to  fupport  itfelf  within  limited  and  proper 
"  bounds;  and  each  department  of  the  flate  pro- 
f!  vided  with  wholefome    laws    and  regulations, 

<c  fufficienr, 
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*{  fufficient  to  the  prefervation  of  good  order,  at 
"  all  times,  and  in  all  circumftances. 

"  By  which  means  we  hope  henceforward  to 
*f  eftablifh  the  empire  and  our  fovereign  power, 
<c  (however  they  may  have  been  heretofore  weaken- 
H  ed,),  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  comfort  the  dif- 
u  couraged  hearts  of  all  true  patriots.  Not  en- 
"  tertaining  the  leafl  doubt,  that  all  our  loving 
*'  fubjects  will,  as  well  for  the  falvation  of  their 
*c  own  fouls,  as  for  the  honour  of  religion,  inviolably 
"  obferve  the  oath  they  have  fworn  in  the  prefence 
?c  of  Almighty  God  ;  we  thereupon  arTure  them 
?c  of  our  imperial  favour ." 

Again  in  the  ukafe  of  the  29th  of  July  in  the 
fame  year  :  "  Not  only  all  that  we  have  or  may 
M  have,  but  alfo  our  life  itfelf,  we  have  devoted  to 
"  pur  dear  country.  We  value  nothing  on  our 
H  own  account ;  we  ferve  not  ourfelf ;  but  we 
u  labour  with  all  pains,  with  all  diligence  and 
H  care,  for  the  glory  and  happinefs  of  our  people." 

In  a  manifefto  of  the  17  th  of  July,  the  emprefs 
publicly  and  folemnly  promifed  to  employ  her 
principal  care  to  the  maintenance  of  juftice.  Under 
date  of  the  29th  fhe  informed  the  people  of  her 
having  received  account  that  a  certain  regriftrator 
of  the  government- chancery  of  Novgorod,  named 
Jacob  Rember,  had  taken  money  for  adminiftering 
the  oath  of  allegiance  5  for  which  fhe  had.  banifhcd 
him  for  life  to  Siberia :  and  on  that  occafion  ifTued 
a  fevere  decree  againft  bribery  and  extortion.    The 

picture 
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picture  (he  here  drew  of  the  flate  of  things  was 
truly  alarming :  *■  If  any  one  be  defirous  of  an 
<c  office,  he  mufl  pay  for  it ;  if  any  one  wifh  to 
*■  defend  himfelf  from  flander,  he  mufl  do  it  with 
"  money  ;  if  any  one  would  flander  another,  he 
*<  corroborates  his  malice  by  bribes.  In  this  man- 
"  ner  do  many  judges  convert  the  facred  place 
"  where  they  are  appointed  to  pronounce  juftice 

"  in  our  name,  into  a  market Thefe  ex- 

*c  arnples  of  perfons  who,  in  the  principal  courts, 

"  have  crept  into  office  only  for  the  purpofe  of 

"  fcreening  themfeives  from  punifliment,  are  imi- 

iccl,  particularly  in  remote  parts  of  the  empire, 

en  by  judges  and  officers  of  the  lowed  orders, 

the  vexation  and  oppreffion  of  poor  people ; 

*4  p:  ;iclifmg  the  arts  of  chicane,  not  only  in  cafes 

"  of  little  importance,  but  under  the  form  of  law, 

*c  which  they  wrongly  interpret,  and  bringing  ruin 

**  on  the  perfons  and  families  of  even  thofe  who 

IS  are  rather  deferving  of  our  fovereign  complacency 

"  and  favour." 

By  an  ukafe,  dated  Mofco,  Oct.  13,  the  emprefs 
confirmed  the  abolition  of  the  fecret-inquifition- 
chancery:  "to  the  erection  whereof  the  circum- 
"  fiances  of  the  then  times,  and  the  yet  uncivilized 
"  manners  of  the  nation,  had  furnifhed  occafion 
p  to  the  magnanimous  and  gracious  monarch 
"  Peter  the  great ;  but  the  neceffity  whereof  had 
u  ever  fince  been  gradually  diminifhing:"  an 
honourable   and  genuine   teftimony  to  the   high 

value 
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value  (lie  fet  upon  the  intellectual  improvement  of 
her  people.  For,  if  the  great  reformer  of  the 
ruffian  government  had  to  contend  againit  nume- 
rous infurreclions  and  confpiracies ;  if  even  after 
his  death,  exclufively  of  inferior  or  abortive  plots, 
within  forty  years  not  yet  complete  fix  revolutions 
befel  the  perfons  on  and  next,  the  throne :  furely 
no  man  will  afcribe  thefe  convulfions  to  the  high 
degree  of  mental  cultivation  in  the  country.  Im- 
proving the  nation  upwards  from  the  lower  orders, 
and  gentle  treatment  of  it  downwards  from  above, 
produced  even  here  at  length,  by  a  natural  confe- 
quence,  internal  peace  and  fecurity.  Catharine 
was  fenfible  that  me  could  obtain  the  love  and 
attachment  of  the  people  by  better  means  than  by 
the  encouragement  of  fpies  and  informers;  no 
fooner  was  (he  placed  on  the  throne,  but,  fuperior 
to  degrading  fear,  fhe  completely  put  an  end  to  the 
political  inquifition. 

iC  Peter  I.  inflituted  (as  we  learn  by  the  ukafe) 
"  certain  chanceries  for  fecret  criminal  caufes 
"  under  various  names."  By  thefe  meafures  he 
hoped  to  gain  information  of  many  fchemes  of 
mifchief  before  their  execution:-  but  what  a  field 
was  thus  opened  to  the  molt  dangerous  accufations ! 
How  formidable  to  every  family  mult  the  regiftries 
of  this  fecret  court  of  judicature  have  been,  where 
the  moil  innocent  names  might  be  inferibed  with  a 
falfe  accufation  annexed,  and  all  refutation  often 
rendered  impoffible  by  the  profoundeft  conceal- 
ment! 
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ment !  Catharine  now  generoufly  and  nobly  de- 
creed, that  "  The  fecret-inquifition  chancery  is 
*'  henceforth  and  for  ever  abolifhed.  The  acts  of 
"  it  fhail  be  brought  into  the  fenate,  and  there 
"  fealed  up  in  the  archives  configned  to  everlafling 
cc  oblivion.5'  —  The  capital  crimes  which  were  the 
matter  of  fecret  examinatioB,  were,  high-treafon, 
attempts  againft  religion,  treafon  againft  the  (tate. 
But  its  jurifdi&ion  gradually  increafed ;  criminal 
cafes,  properly  lying  within  the  province  of  the 
ordinary  courts,  being  frequently  brought  thither, 
which  the  officious  induftry  of  the  inquifitors  very 
much  encouraged ;  particularly  as  it  depended  on 
the  accufer  to  mix  fomething  in  his  accufation  that 
might  make  it  touch  upon  fome  one  or  other  of 
the  points  above  fpecified.  Now,  at  the  abolition  of 
this  inquifition,  Catharine  fettled  the  practice  to  be 
purfued  in  future  in  the  ordinary  tribunals  in  charges 
of  real  date- crimes,  and  fo  plainly  and  diftinclly 
determined  the  particular  cafes  of  delinquency  againil 
the  perfonof  the  fovereign,  and  againft  the  welfare  of 
the  ftate,  that  there  was  no  longer  any  room  for 
malicious  or  finifter  interpretation.  What  went 
under  the  name  of  religious  crimes  were  entirely 
fupprefTed.  —  The  irregularity  and  harfhnefs  of  the 
proceedings  had  been  truly  mocking.  The  regular 
modes  of  evidence  were  held  to  be  inadequate  to 
the  nature  of  a  fecret  denunciation  and  a  myfteri- 
ous  tribunal :  imprifonment,  nay  even  execution, 
was  often  the  beginning  of  the  procefs.  The  man- 
ner 


1762.]  EMPRESS    CATHARINE    II.  3 17 

ner  of  procefs  was  ufually  this :  when  the  accufer 
failed  in  every  kind  of  proof,  he  muft  undergo  the 
dreadful  punifhment  of  the  knoot  three  feveral 
times ;  after  which  his  declaration  was  admitted  as 
legal.  The  accufed  might  deliver  his  objections  in 
the  fame  manner,  unlefs  he  rather  chofe  to  be  de- 
clared guilty.  We  cannot  relate  it  without  horror 
that  this  mode  of  proceeding  was  in  ufe,  without 
regard  to  ftation,  age,  or  fex,  and  even  more  than 
once  repeated  when  the  judge  wavered  in  his  opinion 
between  the  oppofite  aflertions  thus  proved  by  both 
parties.  But  now,  if  the  accufer  had  fome  plaufible 
ground  in  his  behalf,  then  the  accufed  had  a  more 
cruel  coercion  to  undergo.  Catharine  therefore  or- 
dained that  the  truth  mould  be  inveftigated  entirely 
without  torture  ;  and,  with  Frederic  of  Pruflia, 
was  likewife  in  this  refpecl  a  model  for  the  reft  of 
Europe.  Her  criminal  laws  throughout  breathe  a 
mild  and  gentle  fpirit :  flie  had  not,  like  Elizabeth, 
made  a  vow  to  punifh  no  one  with  death ;  for  why 
mould  a  philofophical  character  have  recourfe  to  fo 
mechanical  a'compulfion  to  perfeverance  in  its  prin- 
ciples ?  But  during  her  long  reign  a  fentence  of 
death  was  extremely  rare. 

The  fecret  inquifition  was  a  defirable  inflrument 
for  ill-difpofed  perfons  to  employ  in  the  gratification 
of  the  fordid  paifions  of  envy  and  revenge  againft 
their  betters.  But,  to  the  honour  of  the  nation  be 
it  faid,  that  in  the  latter  years  of  Elizabeth's  reign, 
fuch  informations  were  becoming  lefs  frequent  from 

9  day 
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day  to  day :  only  among  the  lower  claffes,  among 
Servants,  vaflals,  nay,  to  the  deftru&ion  of  all  fub- 
ordination,  even  among  failors  and  foldiers,  while 
furTering  fomc  (frequently  well  deferved)  chaftife- 
ment,    or  with  perfons  who   had  cherifiied   fome 
grudge  againft  their  fuperiors,  the  cuftom  ftill  fub- 
fifted  to  make  themfelves  formidable  by  the  mifchief 
it   enabled    them  to  commit  ;   on  which  account 
Peter  III.  in  February  publifhed  his  ukafe.     The 
practice  of  the  populace  on  fuch  occafions,  was,  to 
try  out  the  word ;   which  fignified,  I  have  a  fecret  of 
importance  to  difcover  of  fomebody,  and  now  mean 
to  point  out  who  it  is.     The   mofl  horrible,   and 
among  them  the  mod  ridiculous  flories  are  related 
of  the  application  of  this  cuftom.     A  patient  in  the 
hofpital  employed  it  to  prevent  an  operation  the 
furgeon  was  about  to  perform.     The  found  was  fo 
awful  and  tremendous,  that  if,  in  the  midfl  of  a 
great  crowd,  any  one  called  out,  "  The  word,"  all 
prefent   turned   pale,   and   immediately  feparated, 
running  and  eroding  themfelves  as  faft  as  they  could. 
Perfons  of  confequence,  a  mafter  who  had  punifhed 
his  fervant,  raufl  inftantly  flop  fhort  in  the  flreet, 
and  go  with  him  to  the  next  guard- houfe,  demand- 
ing of  the  officers  to  be  b'  th  fent  to  prifon  together. 
—  Catharine  thus  provided  againft  this  grievance  : 
"  The  odious  expreffion,    to  cry  the  word  (flovo  i 
M  delo),   mall   henceforth    have    no   fignification ; 
u.  every  one  is  forbidden  to  ufe  it.     If  any  perfon, 
<f  notwithstanding  this  prohibition,  fhall,  in  drunk- 
4  <c  ennefs, 
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<«  ennefs,  in  quarrel,  or  to  avoid  lawful  correction, 
"  prefume  to  employ  it,  fuch  perfon  ihall  be  fo 
"  punifhed  on  the  fpot  as  the  police  ufually  pu- 
«  nifhes  vagabonds  and  difturbers  of  the  public 
"  peace. 

«  If,  neverthelefs,  lazy,  wicked,  and  worthlefs 

fC  perfons,  foldiers,  failors,  vaflals,  boors,  workmen 

"  in  manufactories  and  fhops,  fhould  yet  be  found 

"  who  (hall  contravene  this  declaration  of  our  will, 

"  fuch  informer  ihall  be  taken  into  cuftody  j_by  a 

"  civil  or  military  officer],  and  firfl  interrogated 

"  whether  he  underftands  the  two  points  abovc- 

"  mentioned  [crimes  againft  the  fovereign  and  the 

<c  date]  in  their  true  import.      If  it  be  found  that 

"  he  underftands  them  in  their  true  import,  and 

"  infills  that  what  he  lias  to  deliver  really  relates  to 

"  thefe  two  points ;  he  fhall  be  directly  afked  in 

"  what  the  matter  itfelf  confifts.     If  he  declare  it, 

cc  but  can  neither  bring  proofs  nor  produce  evi- 

«  dence,  nor  point  out  any  circumftances  to  render 

"  his  declaration  credible,  he  fhall  be  earneflly  ad- 

<f  monifhed,  &c.     If  after  all  thefe  cautions  and 

"  admonitions,  he  will  not  defifl  from  his  afTertion, 

li  then  he  fhall  be   confined  for  two  wholo  days 

46  without  having  anything  to  eat  or  to  drink,  but 

<c  left  all  that  time  alone,  to  collect:  himfelf,  and  to 

"  confider ;  and  after  the  expiration  of  that  terra 

41  he  fhall  exprefsly  be  afked,  whether,  &c.     Does 

"  he  now  confirm  anew  what  he  had  before  afferted  ; 

«<  in  fuch  cafe  the  informer  fhall  be  fent,  under  clofe 

"  cuftody, 
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"  cuftody,  according  to  the  diftance  of  the  place, 
M  either  to  the  fenate  in  St.  Petersburg,  or  to 
"  Mofco,  or  to  the  neareft  government-chan- 
tc  eery." 

The  wifdom  apparent  in  the  whole  (too  long  for 
our  purpofe)  of  this  mild  and  provident  ordinance, 
and  efpecially  as  founded  on  the  nature  of  the  human 
mind  and  the  condition  of  the  country,  demands 
the  higheft  admiration.  To  (hut  up  the  informer 
of  the  lower  clafs  of  people  two  days  long  without 
the  fmallefl:  nourifhment,  is  a  precept  always  ftri&ly 
obferved,  and  has  very  often  been  attended  with 
this  confequence,  that  the  ram  informer,  having 
flept  off  his  intoxication,  or  flifled  his  paiTion,  or 
upon  maturer  confideration  in  folitude  and  filence, 
has  retraced  his  accufation. 

Catharine  declared,  by  a  manifefto,  that  colonifts 
fhall  find  welcome  and  fupport  in  her  country: 
feverai  foreigners,  therefore,  prefently  began  to 
migrate  thither.  Whereupon,  in  Auguft  1763, 
(he  made  more  fpecific  regulations  in  relation  to 
them,  particularly  by  inftituting  the  tutelary  chan- 
cery (a  chancery  for  the  guardianfhip  or  prote&ion 
of  foreigners).  The  next  ftep  me  took  in  this  be- 
half was  to  point  out  by  name  fuch  diftridts  as  were 
proper  for  agriculture  and  hitherto  unoccupied, 
with  particular  notices  of  what  was  foreft,  arable 
land,  meadow  land,  &c.  what  allotments  bordered 
upon  rivers,  and  what  the  fiiheries  might  yield. 
'  Thus,  in  the  government  of  Tobolfk,  on  the  Bara- 

binfko'i 
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binfkoi' fteppe,  feveral  hundred  thoufand  *  defaettines 
of  fertile  foil,  and  another  large  tract  of  land  with 
feveral  rivers  running  through  it,  were  appropriated 
to  cultivation  :  in  the  government  of  Aflrakhan, 
from  Saratof  on  the  Volga  upwards,  above  thirty- 
four  thoufand  defasttines  ;  on  the  Volga  from  Sara- 
tof downwards,  above  thirty-fix  thoufand  :  in  the 
government  of  Orenburg,  portions  of  land  for  fome 
thoufand  families :  in  the  territory  of  Bielgorod, 
free  lands  for  fome  hundred  farms. — But  not  merely 
to  the  cultivation  of  fueh  diftricts  were  foreigners 
encouraged,  but  to  fettle  for  general  purpoies  in  the 
ruffian  empire,  in  whatever  town,  they  would,  as 
merchants,  artificers,  or  however  elfe.  The  pro- 
clamation fets  forth,  that  "  any  one  who  is  deftitute 
"  mail  receive  money  for  the  expences  of  the  jour- 
"  ney,  and  (hall  be  forwarded  at  the  charge  of  the 
*'  crown.  On  his  arrival  he  fhall  receive  a  compe- 
"  tent  afMance ;  andr  if  he  want  it,  even  an  ad- 
cf  vance  of  a  capital,  free  of  intereft  for  ten  years. 
<c  All  that  he  brings  for  his  own  ufe  is  duty  freej 
"  even  for  fale,  a  family  may  introduce  to  the  value 
"  of  three  hundred  rubles.  The  flranger  is  ex- 
*c  empt  from  all  fervice  either  military  or  civil ; 
"  even  from  all  taxes  and  impofts  for  a  certain 
"  time:  in  Mofco,  Peterfburg,  and  the  livonian 
"  towns,  he  enjoys  five  free  years ;  in  the:  inland 
*c  towns,  ten  ;  on  the  hitherto  uncultivated  diftrids, 

*  Sec  before,  p.  47. 

vol.  i,  y  « thirty. 
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"  thirty.  In  thefe  new  tracts  of  land,  the  colonifts 
tc  live  according  to  their  own  goodwill,  under  their 
"  own  jurifdi&ion,  without  any  participation  or 
4i  cognizance  of  the  imperial  officers.  All  religions 
"  are  tolerated."  The  emprefs  at  once  granted  to 
the  tutelary  chancery  an  annual  revenue  of  two 
hundred  thoufand  rubles.  Moreover,  for  colonifts 
in  the  government  of  Aftrakhan,  a  clergyman  of 
every  chriftian  feci,  a  parifh-clerk,  a  phyfician,  a 
furgeon,  an  apothecary,  &c.  were  appointed  to  be 
paid  by  the  crown. 

Scarcely  had  this  inviting  voice  refounded  over 
Germany  through  the  organs  of  the  feveral  minis- 
ters, than  hundreds  and  thoufands  flocked  to  take 
porTeffion  of  the  promifed  land  on  the  mores  of  the 
Volga  and  the  Samara.  For  it  muft  be  confefled 
that  in  Germany  great  numbers  of  people  are  very 
reafonably  difTatisfied  with  their  condition,  fighing 
under  the  preflure  of  religion,  of  juftice,  or  of 
finance,  or  of  all  the  three  at  once ;  and  there  are 
certainly  many  fertile,  beautiful,  and  highly  im- 
proveable  tracts  of  country  in  the  before-mentioned 
diftri&s.  Individuals,  and  whole  families,  nume- 
rous in  women  and  children,  people  of  tolerable 
circumftances,  beggars,  projectors,  vagabonds,  lite- 
rati, artificers,  mechanics,  old  and  young,  fet  out  in 
hafte  to  be  flowed  on  board  of  fhip  at  Lubeck  and 
other  maritime  towns  on  the  Baltic.  Several  of  the 
petty  princes  of  Germany  at  fir  ft  iflued  prohibitions 
againft  thefe  emigrations,  and  their  example  was 

7  after- 
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afterwards  followed  by  others ;  and  it  is  not  to  be 
denied,  that  many  of  the  perlons  employed  in  the 
colonial  plan  made  ufe  of  fome  indirect  means  for 
inticing  inconfiderate  perfons  from  their  bufinefles. 
But  ic  received  the  mo  ft  effectual  check  from  the 
reports  that  foon  ran  about  concerning  the  new'fet- 
tlers  themfelves.  Letters  came  full  of  complainings 
that  their  expectations  were  deceived.  The  incon- 
veniencics  of  the  journey,  the  ignorance  of  the  lan- 
guage, the  want  of  their  cmtomary  accommoda- 
tions, the  harfnnefs  of  many  perlons  in  office,  might 
very  well  bring  many  of  the  colonics  to  repent 
of  the  raiTi  (tep  they  had  taken:  others,  who  wanted 
only  to  live  in  idlenefs,  wondered  that  they  were  to 
begin  again  to  work,  as  it  was  exactly  on  that  very 
account  that  they  had  left  their  home.  —  This  whole 
method  of  fettling  colonies,  however,  is  very  far 
from  being  the  belt.  A  government  molt  furely 
improves  the  country  by  regulations  and  inftitutions 
of  a  humane  and  gentle  nature,  without  oftentation 
and  noife  ;  wifdom  and  jufiice  give  fpirit  to  the  in- 
habitants, and  increafe  the  population  ;  thither  the 
foreigner  will  go,  that  he  may  live  and  thrive  under 
its  foftering  protection  ;  and  only  he  who  comes 
on  this  inducement  proves  a  ufeful  and  eftimable 
citizen. 

Catharine  underfteod  and  practifed  this  better 
method  of  increafmg  the  inhabitants  of  her  country. 
But  Europe  expects  to  fee,  efpecially  at  the  opening 
of  a  reign,  fplendid  inftitutions  announced  in  bill- 

y  2  liant 
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liant  defcriptions.  Befides..  in  refpect  to  thofe  of 
which  we  are  now  fpeaking,  very  fpacious  diftri&s 
entirely  void  of  people  make  a  great  difference  :  in 
this  cafe  a  mere  proclamation  may  doubtlefs  produce 
fome  beneficial  effecT: ;  for  the  emigrants  mud  come 
in  large  troops,  that  fome  may  fettle  and  multiply, 
—  So  it  happened  in  RuiTia,  Befides  the  Germans, 
fettlers  came  from  France,  Poland,  and  Sweden,' 
In  the  diflricl  of  Saratof  alone,  thefe  colonics 
amounted  to  upwards  of  ten  thoufand  families. 
Indeed,  in  the  year  1774,  there  were  only  aboiu 
6194,  making  25,781  heads;  but  in  the  firfr.  ten 
years  the  lofs  is  evidently  the  mod  confiderable : 
thofe  who  remained,  with  fuch  as  have  joined  them 
fince,  give  the  mofl  promifing  hopes  of  future  pro- 
grefs.  In  the  year  1760  the  government  had  fent 
as  fettlers  in  the  territory  of  Nertfchinfk,  adjacent  to 
the  borders  of  China,  a  (tony  and  very  cold  pro- 
vince, but  rich  in  gold  and  filver  mines,  perfons 
ordered  for  exile  and  other  punifhments,  with  dif- 
orderly  and  lazy  boors  of  the  nobility,  unferviceable 
recruits,  &c.  But  as  agriculture  would  not  flourifh 
there,  Catharine  aiTigned  thefe  people  their  abode  in 
the  government  of  Tobolfk  *  ;  where  there  were, 
from  1769  to  1772,  in  general  fettled  10,799  ful1* 
grown  males,  9716  women  and  children;  confe- 
quently  all  together,  20,515  perfons.     It  is   true 

»  This  government  in  Siberia  deals  chiefly  in  furs  and  tallow; 
and  there  is  Mill  a  great  want  of  people. 

they 
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they  came  originally  from  other  parts  of  the  empire: 
but  in  the  places  they  came  from  they  were  ufelefs 
and  idle,  whereas  in  their  new  refidence  they  were 
obliged  to  work  :  then  in  provinces  longer  and 
better  peopled  the  chafm  they  left  was  foon  filled 
up;  and  all  that  was  wanted  was  to  bring  a  primitive 
race  into  defert  regions.  To  this  likevvife  con- 
tributed the  event  that  happened  in  1775,  when  the 
whole  horde  of  zaporogian  kozaks,  on  the  cataracts 
of  the  Dniepr,  was  entirely  broke  up  and  difperfed; 
and  more  recently,  from  the  newly-conquered 
countries,  Lithuania  and  Poland,  a  part  of  the  in- 
habitants were  conducted  into  the  interior  of  the 
empire.  A  number  of  old  greek  families  had  for- 
merly wandered  from  Ruilia  into  Podolia,  and  other 
polifh  provinces  :  Catharine  called  them  back,  and 
allotted  them  habitations  in  Siberia  on  the  banks  of 
the  Irtifh  and  the  Selenga.  Individuals  and  whole 
tribes  were  likewife  voluntarily  coming  from  the 
reft  of  Europe  and  from  middle  Afia,  particularly 
fuch  as  were  dilTatisfied  with  the  governments  under 
which  they  had  lived  ;  as  was  efpecially  the  cafe 
with  many  Greeks  and  Armenians. 

In  order  to  increafe  the  population,  or  more 
properly  to  eradicate  a  phyfical  and  moral  caufe 
of  depopulation,  the  emprefs  alio,  at  the  pro- 
pofal  of  lieutenant-general  Betikoy,  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  foundling  and  lying-in  hofpital 
at  Mofco,  and  afterwards  of  another  at  St.  Pe- 
ter (burg, 

•£3  Her 
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Her  majefty  alfo  now  raifed  the  means  of  providing 
for  the  health  of  the  fubjects  into  a  national  con- 
cern :  fhe  founded  in  November  the  medicinal 
college  of  the  empire  at  St.  Peferfburg  ;  which,  in 
purfuance  of  a  fubfequent  regulation,  was  placed 
immediately  under  the  ernprefs. 

Catharine  had  feduloufly  applied  to  the  mod  ex- 
cellent and  uieful  of  all  fciences,  the  fludy  of  man- 
kind :  and,  as  the  true  bafis  of  it,  had  acquired  the 
knowledge  of  herfelf.  She  underflood  fo  well  her 
peculiar  talents,  her  courage,  and  the  whole  extent 
of  the  benefits  (he  might  derive  from  her  influence, 
that,  talking  confidentially  with  a  foreign  *  minifter, 
fitter  to  applaud  her  miftakes  than  to  appreciate  her 
genius,  fhe  afked  him  whether  he  thought  that  the 
peace  jufl  concluded  at  Hubertfburgt  would  be  of 
long  duration?  The  minifler  anfwered,  that  the 
exhauftion  of  the  nations,  and  the  wifdom  of  the 
fovereigns  by  whom  they  were  governed,  feemed  to 
promife  a  tranquillity  of  feveral  years.  But  he 
added,  that  (he  was  better  able  to  judge  than  he; 
fince  by  her  fagacity  fhe  could  appreciate  the  po- 
litical fyftem  of  the  courts  of  Europe,  and  by  her 
forces  direct  them  at  her  will.  Catharine  then 
putting  on  an  air  of  humility,  faid  :  Cf  You  think 
"  then  that  Europe  has  at  prefent  its  eyes  fixed  on 
"  me,  and  that  I  have  fome  weight  in  the  principal 
"  courts  I'l     The  anfwer  could  not  fail  of  being  in 

*  M.  de  Breteuil.  -f  Between  Auftria  and  Pruflia. 

the 
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the  affirmative.      Catharine  hearkened  with  con- 
defcenfion  ;  then  afluming  the  full  difplay  of  im- 
perial dignity:    u  I  believe  indeed,"  replied   fne, 
tc  that  Ruflia  merits   attention.     I  have  the  fineft 
f«  army  in  the  world.     I  am  rather  fhort  of  money, 
"  it  is  true  ;  but  I  (hall  be  abundantly  provided  with 
h  it  in  a  few  years.     If  I  gave  the  reins  to  my  in- 
"  clination,  I  mould  have  a  greater  tafte  for  war 
"  than  for  peace  j  but  I  am  reftrained  by  humanity, 
i(  juftice,  and  reafon.     However,  I  (hall  not  be  like 
<c  the  emprefs  Elizabeth.     I  (hall  not  allow  myfelf 
<c  to  be  prefTed  to  make  war  :  I  flia.ll  enter  upon  it 
tC  when  it  will  prove  advantageous  to   me  ;  but 
<c  never  from  complaifance  to  others."     Her  ma- 
jefty  added,  that  the  world  could  not  properly  begin 
to   form  a  judgment  of  her   till  after  five  years ; 
that  it  required  at  lead  fo  much   time   to    reduce 
her  empire  to   order,   and  to  gather  the  fruit  of 
her  cares;  but  that  in  the  mean   time  (he  mould 
behave  with  all  the  princes  of  Europe  like  a  finifhed 
coquette. 

Thefe  words  were  ftricUy  true.  The  minifler 
imagined  they  were  dictated  by  vanity.  Neverthelefs 
he  did  not  venture  otherwife  to  reply  than  by  a  flat* 
tering  compliment. 

The  firft  trial  that  Catharine  made  of  her  in- 
fluence, was  in  favour  of  Biren,  who  experienced 
fome  difficulties  on  the  part  of  the  fenate  at  Mittau. 
On  recalling  the  troops  that  were  in  Pomerania, 
her  majefty  fent  orders  to  them  to  pafs  into  Cour* 
y  4  land 
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land  to  fupport  the  pretenfions  of  the  duke,  whom 
me  patronized.  She  then  caufed  another  army  to 
march  into  Poland,  under  the  command  of  count 
Romantzof,  an  army  that  was  foon  reinforced  by 
twenty  thoufand  auxiliaries  whom  general  Cher- 
nichef  headed  under  pruflian  colours. 

During  the  long  exile  of  Biren,  the  eftates  of 
Courland,  confidering  him  as  lapfed  from  his  title 
pf  duke,  had  elected  in  his  place  prince  Charles  of 
Saxony,  fon  of  Auguftus  III.  king  of  Poland.  This 
prince,  fupported  by  the  authority  of  his  father  and 
by  the  wi flies  of  the  courifh  nation,  feemed  as  if  he 
mould  neceflarily  carry  it  againft  a  competitor,  whofe 
character  for  cruelty  rendered  him  odious.  But  the 
prefence  of  the  ruffian  armies  eafily  put  to  filence 
the  good-will  that  was  entertained  for  duke  Charles. 
Simolin  *,  the  envoy  of  Catharine,  was  foon  able 
to  di&ate  to  the  fenate  of  Mittau  laws  for  its  fover 
reign ;  and  a  declaration  promulgated  at  f  Mofco 
in  favour  of  Biren,  by  menacing  the  king  of  Poland 
with  war,  forced  him  to  give  the  inveftiture  of 
Courland  to  the  defpoiler  of  his  fpn. 

Satisfied  with  fo  great  docility,  Catharine  em- 
ployed her  mediation  with  Maria  Therefa  and 
Frederic,  to  induce  them  to  withdraw  their  troops 
from  the  hereditary  dominions  of  the  king  of 
Poland  :  but  me  could  not  fucceed.     The  emprefsr 

*  The  fame  who  afterwards  filled  the  character  of  ambaffador 
at  London  and  at  Paris. 
fThe  31ft  of  December. 

'  •     -  queen 
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queen  laid  the  blame  on  the  king  of  Prufila,  who  did 
not  fail  to  throw  it  back  upon  her.  Peace  happily 
put  an  end  to  thefe  acts  of  injuftice. 

Frederic,  who  had  long  contemplated  the  friend- 
drip  of  Catharine  as  an  objecl:  that  might  eventually 
be  of  the  utmofl  importance  to  him,  and  who  there- 
fore was  defirous  to  gain  it,  was  among  the  fore- 
mod  to  try  to  procure  her  attachment  by  a  pro- 
fusion of  complaifance.  He  offered  her  the  order 
of  the  black  eagle,  which  fhe  gracioufly  accepted, 
and  wore  while  fhe  remained  at  Mofco.  It  was  not 
poffible  that  the  emprefs  could  fo  foon  have  for- 
gotten that  the  wearing  of  a  pruffian  order  had 
been  imputed  as  a  crime  to  her  hufband  :  but  fhe 
was  defirous  of  fhewing  to  her  fubjefts  that  fhe 
was  not  without  confideration  in  foreign  courts ; 
and  what  had  been  a  fault  in  him  became  in  her  a 
mark  of  ability. 

Some  new  differences  now  rofe  between  the  court 
of  Petersburg  and  that  of  Copenhagen  touching  the 
adminiftration  of  Holflein.  By  a  treaty  fecretly 
concluded  twelve  years  before  *  between  the  king  of 
Denmark  and  the  king  of  Sweden,  the  latter  had 
ceded  to  the  former  his  rights  to  the  regency  pf 
Holflein  during  the  minority  of  the  young  grand 
duke ;  for  the  court  of  Denmark  had  for  a  Jong 
time  coveted  a  principality  fo  commodioufly  fituated, 
#nd  which  fhe  has  fince  acquired.     She  beheld  with 

*  In  \ 75c. 

concern 
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concern  the  return  of  prince  George,  who  had  juft 
taken  the  command  of  it  in  behalf  of  Ruflia.  She 
even  at  firft  refufed  to  acknowledge  his  authority. 
But  Catharine  threatened :  the  Danes  were  afraid 
of  fhortly  feeing  again  the  ruffian  troops  on  their 
march  to  Holftein.  The  danifh  commiflaries 
quitted  Kiel,  and  an  envoy  extraordinary  *  from 
Copenhagen  came  to  Mofco  to  apologife  for  the 
king  his  matter. 

The  court  of  Peterfburg  and  that  of  Stockholm 
were  at  that  time  living  in  perfect  harmony.  United 
by  the  ties  of  blood  they  were  alike  in  want  of 
peace,  and  Ruffia  as  yet  gave  no  fymptoms  of  that 
enormous  aggrandifement  of  power  with  which, 
feme  years  after,  fhe  (truck  terror  into  Sweden  and 
the  reft  of  its  neighbours. 

Sedately  relying  on  the  intentions  of  the  princes 
of  Europe,  Catharine  could  not  be  fo  tranquil  in 
regard  to  her  fubjecls.  She  neglected  however 
nothing  that  ought  to  have  attached  them  to  her. 
Generous  by  nature,  fhe  was  now  ftill  more  fo  from 
policy.  The  defire  of  augmenting  the  number  of 
her  dependents  rendered  her  even  prodigal  of  her 
bounty,  and  her  fears  mifguided  her  choice. 

She  mewed  lenity  to  the  friends  of  the  deceafed 
tzar.  She  not  only  granted  liberty  to  Gudovitch, 
to  Volkof,  and  to  Melganof,  but  gave  the  latter  a 
body  of  troops  to  command,  and  to  the  fecond  the 

*  M.  Hachthaufen. 

lieutenancy 
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lieutenancy  of  the  government  of  Orenburg.     Gu- 
dovitch  would  accept  of  nothing. 

In  the  firft  months  that  followed  the  fanguinary 
death  of  Peter  III.  the  emprefs  had  but  little  time 
to  bedow  a  thought  upon  the  horror  it  mufl  have 
excited  in  the  public  mind  :  but  reflection  on  the 
circumdance  of  owing  her  elevation  to  fo  flagrant  a 
crime  muft  occafionally  have  haraffed  her  own  ; 
and  this,  with  the  inceffant  repetitions  of  petty  con- 
fpiracies,  kept  her  in  continued  dilquiet.  .They 
were  detected,  they  were  defeated,  but  it  was  im- 
poflible  to  annihilate  their  origin ;  and  her  majedy 
was  fo  much  the  more  unealy  as  me  affecled  to  dif- 
femble  her  vexation. 

Another  fecret  fource  of  affliction  to  her  was, 
that  fince  Gregory  Orlof  had  been  acknowledged  as 
her  favourite,  men  the  mod  diftinguifhed  by  their 
birth,  jealous  at  the  fortune  of  this  min.ion,  or  dik 
glided  by  his  arrogance,  kept  aloof  fro  m  the  court:. 
Catharine  frequently  faw  none  about  hear  but  rough 
foldiers,  who  drangely  abufed  the  rights  they  ima- 
gined they  had  to  her  grntitude.  It  vras  not  their 
pad  fervices  (he  was  recompenfing.  Perhaps  fhe 
would  have  willingly  difpenfed  with  t  hem  :  but;  fhe 
was  paying  in  advance  for  thofe  tl  icy  might:  dill 
afford  her  ;  and  her  bounties,  and  the  honours  fhe 
devolved  upon  them  only  augmented  their  infolence, 
and  fharpened  their  greedinefs.  She  fometimes, 
however,  blufhed  at  the  deferences  fh  k  thought  her- 
felf  obliged  to  mew  them;  and  in  order  to  excufe 

their 
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their  defects,  flie  afcribed  to  them  qualities  which 
they  did  not  poflefs.  c<  The  life  I  lead  is  far  from 
tc  agreeable  to  me,"  fhe  one  day  obferved.  "  I 
**  know  that  I  am  furrounded  by  people  of  no  edu- 
"  cation  ;  but  I  am  indebted  to  them  for  being 
<c  what  I  am.  They  are  men  of  courage  and  pro- 
fC  bity ;  and  I  am  fure  that  they  will  never  betray 
"  me."  One  part  of  this  confeffion  could  not  be 
fincere.  The  accomplices  of  Catharine  were  not 
wanting  in  courage  ;  but  their  probity  was  not  very 
confpicuous. 

Among  thefe  proud  and  brutal  courtiers,  Panin 
was  almoft  the  only  one  who  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
by  polifhed  manners  and  a  tolerably  cultivated  mind. 
Yet  he  enjoyed  but  a  fecondary  influence.  His 
thoughts  were  always  turned  on  the  ariftocratic 
fenate  he  had  wanted  Peter  III.  to  eftablifh  ;  and  he 
feized  every  opportunity  for'  difpluying  this  pre- 
tended advantage  before  thofe  with  whom  he  con- 
verfed.  Obferving,  on  fome  occafion,  that  Ca- 
tharine feetned  to  be  under  an  extraordinary  alarm, 
he  thought  it  a  favourable  moment  for  unfolding  to 
her  the  whole  of  his  project,  and  for  inducing  her 
to  adopt  it.  After  exaggerating  to  her  the  dangers 
to  which  he  feared  fhe  was  expofed,  and  the  difficulty 
of  avoiding  the  troubles  infeparable  from  a  ufurpa- 
tion,  he  added,  that  there  was  one  way  ftill  of 
efcaping  them,  and  of  immoveably  fixing  her 
throne  -,  but  that  he  was  much  afraid  left  a  falfe 
delicacy  might  prevent  her  from  recurring  to  it. 
*  Catharine 
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Catharine  bid  him  explain.  He  immediately  de- 
livered to  her  the  principles  of  a  fyftem  of  govern- 
ment, which  a  long  experience  of  its  inconveniencies 
did  not  prevent  him  from  admiring.  *  The  fove- 
M  reigns  of  this  empire,"  proceeded  he,  "  have 
cc  hitherto  uniformly  enjoyed  an  unlimited  power ; 
cc  but  it  is  the  very  extent  of  that  power  which  ren- 
cc  ders  it  dangerous  to  him  in  whom  it  is  lodged, 
<c  fince  it  may  at  any  time  be  ufurped  by  fomebold 
(C  pretender,  and  the  ufurper  is  thenceforth  above 
cc  the  laws.  Truft  me,  madam,  make  thefacrifice 
ct  of  an  abfolute  authority.  Create  a  fixed  and 
M  permanent  council  which  will  fecure  to  you  the 
"  crown.  Solemnly  declare  that  you  renounce, 
44  for  yourfelf  and  for  your  fuccelXors,  the  power 
<c  of  depriving  at  pleafure  the  members  of  that 
"  amgttft  body.  Declare,  that  if  they  commit  any 
cc  crime  or  high  mifdemeanor,  their  peers  alone 
"  mall  have  the  right  to  judge  and  to  condemn 
"  them,  on  accurate  and  fevere  informations. 
"  From  the  moment  you  fhall  adopt  this  prudent 
c'  meaiure,  it  will  be  forgotten  that  you  obtained 
<*  the  crown  by  violence,  in  the  fentiment  that  you 
tc  intend  to  preferveit  only  by  juftice." 

Catharine,  who  was  delighted  with  whatever  was 
new  or  extraordinary,  thought  there  was  fomething 
fublime  in  the  propofal,  conceiving,  that  by  re- 
nouncing the  prerogative  of  abfolute  power,  fhe 
fhould  at  once  acquire  immortal  glory,  and  for  ever 
conciliate  the  love   of  her  fubjecls,      She  would 

doubtlefs 
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doubtlefs  have  been  in  the  right,  if  {lie  had  refolved 
to  render  them  progreffively  and  equally  free,  and 
have  given  them  a  fenate,  the  members  whereof 
fhould  be  taken  indifferently  from  all  the  feveral 
claries,  and  elecled  by  the  majority  of  murages. 
But  to  leave  a  whole  people  in  the  mod  degrading, 
the  mofl  cruel  flavery,  and  to  choofe  by  favour  a 
fenate  from  a  privileged  order,  what  was  this  but 
to  fet  up  twenty  or  thirty  tyrants  in  the  place  of  one 
fovtreign  ?  And  is  not  the  defpotifm  of  bodies 
always  more  terrible  and  more  immoveable  than 
that  of  individuals  ? 

However,  Catharine  charged  Panin  to  commit 
his  plan  to  paper  and  prefent  it  to  her,  exprefllng 
herfelf  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  lead  him  to  imagine 
that  me  meant  to  put  it  in  execution.  Panin  luff, 
no  time  in  obeying  her  commands  ;  and,  in  order 
more  effe&ually  to  fecure  its  fuccefs,  he  placed  the 
name  of  Gregory  Orlof  at  the  head  of  thofe  whom 
he  deftined  to  compofe  the  new  fenate.  The  fa- 
vourite feemed  flattered  with  this  diflinclion,  but 
requefted  time  to  confider  upon  it  ;  and  before  he 
gave  anfwer  to  Panin,  he  confulted  Beftuchef,  who, 
that  he  might  continue  to  play  his  part,  confented 
to  enlighten  by  his  experience  him  whom  his  fove- 
reign  mould  vouchfafe  to  honour.  Beftuchef  was 
too  fenfible  to  the  value  of  a  power  which  he  had  a 
long  time  directed,  not  to  be  mocked  at  the  idea  of 
feeing  it  drop  from  the  hands  of  Catharine.  He 
prefented  himfelf  immediately  to  her  majefty,  ex- 
patiated 
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patiated  with  energy  on  V.he  perils  that  accompanied 
the  meafure  to  which  P;inin  was  endeavouring  to 
perfuade  her,  and  conjured  her  not  to  expofe  herfelf 
to  a  long  repentance,  by  dividing  an  authority  which 
me  had  acquired  with  fo  much  trouble,  and  which 
me  would  never  recover  if  flie  fuffered  it  to  be  ra- 
vifhed  from  her  but  for  a  Tingle  inftant. 

The  emprefs  eafily  perceived  the  wifdom  of  the 
old  chancellor's  advice,  andpromifed  to  follow  it. 
On  appearing  a  fecond  time  before  her,  Panin  found 
her  already  difTuaded.  She  did  juftice  to  his  zeal, 
praifed  his  fagacity,  but  owned  to  him  that  it  was 
impoifible  for  her  to  benefit  by  it.  The  minifter 
was  deeply  mortified  at  fo  fudden  a  change.  Forced 
to  diflemble  before  Catharine,  he  gave  vent  to  his 
ill-humour  among  his  friends,  and  could  not  re- 
frain from  faying  to  one  of  them  *,  on  trufting  him 
with  thefe  particulars :  cc  If  the  emprefs  is  deter- 
"  mined  to  rule  alone,  you  will  fee  what  a  fad  reign 
<c  we  fhall  make  of  it.':'  Thefe  words  prove  that 
Panin  hearkened  more:  to  his  refentment  than  to 
reafon,  or  that  he  was  very  little  capable  of  judging 
of  Catharine. 

1763.  Panin,  however,  was  not  long  in  difcover- 
ing  that  it  was  owing;  to  Beftuchef  alone  that  his 
enterprife  had  failed  of  fuccefs ;  and  he  found  an 
opportunity  to  retaliate  upon  him,  by  defeating  in 
his  turn  a  fcheme  that  the  ambitious  old  man  had 

•  M.  de  Breteuil. 

formed 
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formed  to  render  himfelf  more  neceffary.  As  every- 
thing concurred  to  evince  the  great  influence  of 
Orlof,  and  Catharine  feented  no  longer  defirous  to 
conceal  it,  the  artful  courtier  infinuated  to  the  fa- 
vourite how  glad  he  mould  be  to  fee  him  emperor. 
He  at  once  roufed  his  ambition  and  exalted  his 
pride.  "  Gregory  Gregorevitch,"  faid  he,  "  it  is 
44  to  no  purpofe  that  Catharine  has  given  you  her 
<€  heart,  unlefs  fhe  prefents  you  with  her  hand. 
*c  She  knows  with  how  much  zeal  and  intrepidity 
<c  you  have  acted  in  her  fervice.  She  knows  from 
"  what  dangers  you  freed  her  to  invert  her  with 
*•  the  fovereign  power.  She  cannot  then  worthily 
<c  reward  you  but  by  giving  you  a  (hare  in  that 
"  throne  which  fhe  owes  to  your  prowefs.  Indeed 
"  why  mould  fhe  refufe  it  ?  Who  is  better  able 
<c  than  you  to  fupport  that  throne  againft  all  at- 
<c  tempts  of  confpirators  to  overturn  it  ?  Who 
<c  would  be  more  agreeable  to  the  fovereign  in  the 
"  twofold  capacity  of  her  admirer  and  her  de- 
"  fender?  Yes,  I  know  her  well  enough  to  be 
"*  convinced  that  fhe  would  confent  to  whatever 
"  you  fhould  dare  to  propofe.  You  mould  therefore 
<c  lofe  no  time  in  taking  advantage  of  the  inconftant 
"  favour  of  Fortune.  To-morrow,  perhaps,  the 
"  opportunity  may  be  pad.  Univerfal  experience 
"  proves,  that  attachment  are  not  eternal. 
cc  Even  death  may  remove  her  from  your  hopes  ; 
"  and  if  you  mould  not  inherit  her  power, 
"  fuch  a  misfortune  would  expofe  you  to  punifh- 
8  "  ment 
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"  menc  for   what   you   have   undertaken   in    her 
"  behalf. 

"  I  am  fenfible,  however,  that  it  might  not  be 
cc  proper  for  you  to  make  the  propofal.  Obftacles 
ci  might  probably  be  thrown  in  your  way,  with 
cc  which  your  delicacy  would  forbid  you  to  con- 
cc  tend.  A  refufal  might  occafion  you  a  mutual 
"  perplexity.  Truft  yourfelf  to  my  long  experience 
<c  and  my  friendfliip.  I  fhall  contrive  to  determine 
"  the  emprefs  herfelf  to  offer  you  her  crown.  I 
"  promife  you  that  I  fhall  hazard  no  propofal  that  I 
"  am  not  very  certain  of  feeing  accepted  :  but  pro- 
"  mife  me,  on  your  part,  to  leave  me  to  purfue  my 
u  own  method,  and  that  you  will  even  feign  an 
"  ignorance  of  my  proceedings." 

Orlof  liftened  to  the  aged  chancellor  with  the 
moft  profound  attention.  Prefumptuous  and  volatile, 
he  fancied  himfelf  for  a  moment  on  the  throne  of 
the  tzars ;  and,  embracing  Beftuchef,  promifed  a 
compliance  with  ail  he  defired. 

Beftuchef  the  fame  day,  having  an  opportunity  of 
difcourfing  with  the  emprefs,  artfully  founded  her 
on  the  fubjecl.  But  Catharine,  after  much  hefi- 
tation,  concluded  by  telling  the  chancellor,  that, 
however  fhe  might  be  inclined  to  favour  his  pro- 
pofal, fhe  could  never  refolve  upon  taking  a  ftep  that 
might  meet  with  fo  many  difficulties;  and  con- 
feffed  that,  on  confidering  it  maturely,  fhe  faw  no 
way  of  making  the  attempt  without  giving  umbrage 
to  the  empire. 

vol.  1.  z  The 
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The  chancellor  engaged  to  find  out  the  means. 
He  ingenioufly  compofed,  in  the  name  of  the 
ruffian  nation,  a  petition ;  in  which,  after  making 
a  juil  though  pompous  eulogium  on  all  that  the 
emprefs  had  done  for  the  glory  and  the  happinefs 
of  her  people,  he  called  to  mind  the  weak  confti- 
tution  of  the  young  Paul  Petrovitch,  and  the 
difquietudes  caufed  by  the  frequent  alterations  in 
his  health;  and  conjured  Catharine  to  give  the 
empire  an  additional  teftimony  of  her  love,  by 
facrificing  her  own  liberty  to  its  welfare  in  taking 
a  fpoufe. 

In  order  to  conceal  his  real  intentions  from 
thofe  whom  he  defigned  mould  promote  them, 
Beiluchef  began  by  propofing  prince  Ivan, 
very  fure  that  all  thofe  who  mould  fign  the  peti- 
tion would  reject  that  unfortunate  captive.  At 
the  fame  time  Catharine,  who  fometimes  gave 
the  old  courtier  room  to  believe  fhe  was  under 
his  guidance,  putting  on  the  air  of  approving 
this  propofal,  afraid  too  that  Ivan  might  fud- 
denly  be  taken  from  prifon  and  crowned,  caufed 
him  to  be  conveyed  from  the  caltle  of  Schluffel- 
burg,  and  lodged  in  a  monaftery  at  Kolmogor, 
not  far  from  Archangel ;  where,  as  though  it 
had  been  intended  to  make  him  more  fenfible  to 
the  misfortune  that  awaited  him,  he  was  treated 
at  firft  with  the  honours  that  were  due  to  his 
rank,  but  was  foon  carried  back  very  fecretly  to 
Schluffelburg-caftle. 

What 
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What  the  old  chancellor  had  forefeen  failed  not 
to  happen.  On  his  prefenting  the  petition  to  the 
clergy,  twelve  bifhops,  previoufly  gained  ovef, 
eagerly  put  their  fignatures  to  it,  fpecifying  that 
Catharine .  ought  not  to  marry  prince  Ivan,  be- 
caufe  he  might  punifh  her  for  her  benefactions, 
and  pretend  to  ftand  indebted  for  the  crown  to  his 
proper  right  alone.  They  at  the  fame  time  requeued 
that  her  majefty  would  condefcend  to  choofe,  from 
among  her  fubje&s,  him  whom  me  mould  think 
the  mod  worthy  to  participate  in  her  throne. 

A  great  number  of  general  officers  adhered  to  the 
fentiment  of  the  bifhops.  But  for  the  dexterity  of 
Panin  and  the  courage  of  the  hetman  Razumofsky, 
and  the  chancellor  Vorontzof,  the  ftratagem  of 
Beftuchef  would  have  fucceeded,  and  Gregory 
Orlof  had  been  emperor  of  all  the  RufTias  *. 

Count  Panin  engaged  Razumofsky  and  Voront- 
zof to  reprefent  to  Catharine  how  humiliating  the 
projected  union  would  be,  and  how  dangerous  to 
her.  The  hetman  fpoke  to  her  with  the  roughnefs 
of  his  character  and  the  authority  that  his  fortune 
and  his  fervices  gave  him.  Vorontzof,  calling 
himfelf  at  her  feet,  intreated  her  not  to  engage  in  a 
marriage  which  would  be  attended  with  the  greater! 

*  Catharine,  dcHrous  of  dignifying  Orlof,  that  her  marriage 
with  him  might  appear  lefs  difproportionate,  follicited  the  em- 
prefs-queen  to  grant  him  a  diploma  of  prince  of  the  empire. 
This  being  done,  it  was  her  intention  to  decorate  him  with  the 
title  of  duke  of  Ingria,  and  of  Carelia. 

£  2  misfortunes. 
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misfortunes.  His  remonflrances  were  very  bold, 
and  (hewed  him  to  poffefs  a  firmnefs  of  which  he 
was  not  thought  capable.  But  Catharine,  who  was 
never  ernbarraffed,  affected  extreme  furprife ;  and, 
after  having  thanked  Razumofsky  for  his  friendmip, 
and  praifed  the  noble  courage  of  Vorontzof,  me 
protefted  that  the  idea  of  the  marriage  they  fo  much 
dreaded  had  never  once  entered  her  mind  \  that  it 
was  pofitively  without  her  knowledge  that  fuch  an 
odious  intrigue  had  been  carried  on  \  and  that,  as 
Beftuchef  was  the  author  of  it,  fhe  would  refent  it 
on  him.  Neverthelefs  her  majefty  took  care  not  to 
be  fevere  with  the  old  man,  who,  in  perfect  har- 
mony with  her,  only  fought  to  footh  her  inclina- 
tions, and  whom  fhe  thought  it  (till  neceffary  to 
indulge  in  his  humours. 

Beftuchef  thus  faw  his  projecl  fail  without  ap- 
parently receiving  any  lhock  to  his  influence.  He 
was,  on  the  contrary,  every  day  better  received  by 
the  emprefs  and  the  favourite,  while  Vorontzof  ex- 
perienced from  them  nothing  but  coldnefs.  Tho- 
roughly now  convinced  that  too  much  zeal  for  the 
glory  of  Catharine  was  not  always  the  means  of 
pieafing  her,  and  that  his  difgrace  was  already 
determined,  Vorontzof  was  eager  to  prevent  a  forced 
retreat  by 'a  voluntary  exile.  He  gave  out  that  his 
health  was  impaired  by  the  labours  of  the  cabinet  ; 
and  under  pretext  of  recovering  it,  he  afked  per- 
miffion  to  travel  for  two  years  in  foreign  countries. 
The  emprefs,  who  found  his  prefence  rather  irk- 

fome, 
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fome,  granted  him  leave  with  fecret  fatisfaction ; 
notwithstanding  that  (he  feigned  a  regret  at  his 
departure.  In  public  (he  (hewed  him  great  refpeet 
and  good-will,  and  audibly  intreated  him  to  haften 
his  return  to  refume  the  functions  of  an  adminiitra- 
tion  which  he  filled,  as  (he  faid,  fo  fuccefsfully  for 
the  happinefs  of  the  empire. 

In  the  mean  time  the  apprehenfion  of  feeing 
Catharine  beftow  herfelf  on  the  daring  adventurer 
who  had  lent  a  hand  to  precipitate  from  the  throne 
her  unfortunate  hufband,  occafioned  violent  mur- 
murs. Several  ineffectual  plots  were  fet  on  foot 
againft  her  and  her  favourite.  One  of  them  for  a 
moment  was  on  the  point  of  fucceeding.  A  guard 
flood  at  Orlof  *s  door,  as  at  that  of  the  emprefs. 
One  of  the  centinels,  by  means  of  a  bribe,  had 
promifed  to  deliver  him  afleep  to  three  of  the  con- 
fpirators.  But  the  hour  was  wrongly  marked  ; 
and  when  the  confpirators  appeared,  the  centinel 
who  was  to  have  feconded  them,  had  already  been 
relieved  by  another.  This  latter,  aftonifhed  at 
feeing  three  men  applying  for  admiiTion  into  Orlof 's 
apartment,  made  fo  much  noife  as  to  bring  together 
others  of  the  guards.  The  confpirators  had.  but 
juft  time  to  efcape  under  favour  of  the  uniform  they 
wore. 

This  movement  fpread  alarm  over  the  palace. 
Catharine  was  roofed.  Imagining  that  her  life  was 
not  in  fafety  at  Mofco,  (he  haftened  to  quit  that 
city,  and  return  to  St.  Peterfburg.     The  day  of  her 

z  3  departure 
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departure  was  fignalized  by  demonftrations  of  in- 
folent  joy  approaching  to  rage.  Her  cypher  had 
been  placed  on  a  triumphal  arch  in  the  great  place 
of  Mofco  :  the  populace  tore  it  down  #,  and  broke 
it  to  pieces  after  having  dragged  it  through  the  mire. 
Catharine  arrived  at  St.  Peteriburg  the  day  of 
the  anniverfary  of  her  acceffion  to  the  throne. 
Well  knowing  that  for  overawing  the  minds  of  the 
vulgar,  it  is  neceffary  often  to  dazzle  their  eyes,  me 
omitted  nothing  for  rendering  her  entry  magnifi- 
cent and  folemn.  Her  carriage  was  preceded  by  all 
the  regiments  of  guards,  and  followed  by  thofe  of 
the  foreign  miniflers,  and  the  numerous  train  of 
courtiers  whom  ambition  and  vanity  had  drawn  to 
her  fuite.  This  pompous  fpeclacle,  however,  had 
not  the  effect  that  Catharine  had  expected  from  It. 
It  raifed  more  aftonifhment  than  joy,  and  tended 
only  to  increafe  the  irritation  of  the  public  mind. 
The  number  of  malcontents  augmented.  Confpi- 
racies  were  multiplied,  and  became  more  dangerous 
by  the  names  of  confequence  that  were  aflbciated 
to  them.  The  public  report  counted  among  the 
enemies  of  Catharine  the  mod  powerful  perfonages 
of  the  empire,  and  even  thofe  who  had  ferved  her 
with  the  utmcft  affiduity  and  zeal.  The  hetman 
Razumoftky,  count  Panin,  and  his  brother  j,  were 

*   Another  was  afterwards  put  up,  whi$h  was  remaining  there, 
at  the  time  of  Catharine's  deceafe. 

4-  General  Panin,  brother  of  the  minifter,  gained  confiderable 

reputation  in  the  firil  turki/h  war. 

of 
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of  this  number;  and  it  feemed  certain  that  if  thefe 
different  confpirators  could  have  turned  their  eyes 
on  a  prince  worthy  of  being  the  central  object  of 
their  wifhes,  Catharine  would  have  loft  the  crown. 
But  fome  wanted  to  raife  Paul  Petrovitch  to  the 
throne,  while  others  were  defirous  of  recalling  the 
unhappy  Ivan  ;  and  all  embarrafled,  all  irrefolute, 
they  alike  formed  the  plan  of  dethroning  the  em- 
prefs,  without  agreeing  on  the  fucceflor  to  be  given 
her. 

Catharine,  fecretiy  advertifed  of  the  defign  of 
Panhvand  of  Razumofsky,  was  for  a  moment  ready 
to  have  them  arrefted  :  but  having  only  fuch  evidence 
as  was  but  little  to  be  relied  on,  and  fufpicions  in 
which  me  might  be  deceived,  me  felt,  after  all,  that 
by  an  ill-timed  feverity  againft  men  of  fuch  high 
consideration,  fhe  ran  the  rilk  of  occafioning  a 
general  infurreclion.  She  thought  it  might  be  ex- 
pedient to  employ  a  little  artifice  :  a  means  which 
had  frequently  been  of  ufe  to  her. 

Although,  fhortly  after  the  revolution  which  had 
placed  her  on  the  throne,  fhe  had  repaid  with  feem- 
ing  ingratitude  the  devotednels  and  fortitude  of 
princefs  Dafhkof,  and  even  fince  fhe  had  been 
forced  to  recal  her  to  court,  fhe  behaved  to  her 
with  fufficient  coolnefs,  fhe  now  feigned  all  at  once 
to  wifh  to  reflore  her  to  her  confidence.  She  made 
no  doubt  that  princefs  Dafhkof  had  a  (hare  in  the 
plots  that  were  hatching  by  her  old  friends.  She 
knew  her  to  poflefs  a  refolute  foul ;  but  fhe  alfo 

z  4  knew 
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knew  that  me  was  precipitate  and  imprudent.  She 
was  therefore  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  draw  out  of 
her  fome  confe&ons  that  might  clear  up  her  doubts. 
She  wrote  her  a  very  long  letter,  wherein,  after 
lavilhing  upon  her  the  moil  tender  epithets,  the 
moft  advantageous  promifes,  and  the  moft  feducive 
flatteries,  me  conjured  her,  in  the  name  of  their 
long- Handing  friend (hip,  to  reveal  to  her  what  fhe 
/  of  the  recent  confpiracies ;  alluring  her,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  me  would  grant  a  full  pardon 
to  ail  that  were  concerned.  Princefs  Dafnkof, 
nettled  that  Catharine  mould 'think  to  make  of  her 
an  infirument  of  her  vengeance,  as  (he  had  made 
her  that  of  her  elevation,  replied,  in  no  more  than 
fotir  lines  to  the  four  pages  fhe  had  received  from 
the  emprefs.  This  was  her  anfwer  :  "  Madam,  I 
"  have  heard  nothing :  but  if  I  had  heard  any 
"  thing,  I  mould  take  good  care  how  I  fpoke  of  it. 
ci  What  is  it  you  require  of  me  ?  That  I  mould 
"  expire  on  a  fcafFold  ?     I  am  ready  to  mount  it." 

Aftonifhed  at  fo  much  haughtinefs,  and  not 
hoping  to  conquer  it,  Catharine  attempted  to 
attach  to  her  thole  whom  fhe  dared  not  to  punifh. 
Some  of  the  fubakern  confpirators.  who  had  been 
arretted,  and  yet  kept  an  obftinate  filence  on  their 
accomplices,  were  banifhed  to  Siberia :  but  Panin 
and  Razumofsky  received  feveral  additional  marks 
of  favour. 

However,  as  plots  were  inceifantly  renewing, 
and  as  the  clemency  exhibited  towards  the  guilty' 

fecmed 
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feemed  to  harden  them  in  guile,  Catharine  declared 
that,  for  the  future,  fhe  would  not  conform  to  the 
edict  by  which  the  emprels  Elizabeth  had  promifed 
never  to  furTer  a  criminal  to  be  fentenced  to  death. 
She  thought  it  unhappily  impoflible  to  keep  the 
Ruffians  in  order  by  any  other  means  than  by  the 
dread  of  Dunimment.  She  afterwards  faw  that  this 
dread  was  not  a  fufficient  check  to  their  excefles. 
In  fact,  the  only  means  of  diminifhing  the  number 
of  criminals  is  to  diifeminate  inftruction,  folemniy 
to  eflablifh  the  principle?  of  found  morality,  and  to 
honour  thofe  who  put  them  in  practice.  While 
legiflators  have  been  for  ever  multiplying  laws 
againfl  vice,  they  have  always  been  too  negligent 
of  making  infdtutions  in  favour  of  virtue. 

Catharine  wTas  invariably  fenfible  of  the  benefits 
arifmg  from  fuch  inflitutions,  and  neglected  no- 
thing of  all  that  feemed  likely  to  promife  a  tendency 
to  the  profperity  of  her  empire.  At  the  very  time 
when  fhe  had  the  firongefl:  reafons  to  apprehend  for 
the  fafety  of  her  perfon,  fhe  was  bufied  in  all  the 
particulars  of  government  with  as  much  atliduity 
and  calmnefs  as  if  her  reign  was  to  be  ever  1  ailing. 
She  founded  colleges  and  hofpitais  in  every  part 
of  her  empire.  She  encouraged  commerce  and 
induftry ;  fhe  ordered  new  mips  of  war  to  be  put 
upon  the  flocks. 

In  regard   to  commerce,  Peter  III.  on  the  7th 

of  April  1762,  had  iffued  an  important  and  exprefs 

decree :  Catharine  took  it  into  confideration  on  the 

1  nth 
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i  ith  of  Auguft,  on  the  propofal  of  the  fenate, 
•where  me  was  prefent,  found  much  of  it  to  confirm, 
but  likewife  many  things  to  omit  and  to  improve ; 
and  executed  on  the  fame  day,  with  her  own  hand, 
the  imperial  edict :  in  which  it  is  faid  :  —  "  On  the 
"  whole  furface  of  the  earth  there  is  no  country 
<c  better  adapted  for  commerce  than  our  empire. 
<c  Ruffia  has  fpacious  harbours  in  Europe  ;  and 
<c  over  land  the  way  is  open  through  Poland  to 
"  every  region.  Siberia  extends,  on  one  fide,  over 
iC  all  Afia  j  and  India  is  not  -very  remote  from  Oren- 
"  burg  5  but  on  the  other  fide  it  feems  to  touch 
"  upon  America.  Acrofs  the  Euxine  is  a  paffage, 
"  though  as  yet  unexplored,  to  iEgypt  and  Africa : 
"  and  bountiful  Providence  has  bleiTed  the  exten- 
t(  five  provinces  of  our  empire  with  fuch  gifts  of 
*e  nature,  as  can  as  rarely  be  found  as  they  are 
<c  wanted  in  all  the  four  quarters  of  the  world." 

During  Catharine's  reign  thefe  fplendid  advan- 
tages have  been  improved  to  an  eminent  degree. 
C  our  land  on  the  Baltic,  with  its  havens,  was  fub- 
je&ed  by  her  to  the  ruffian  fceptre ;  and  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  Europe  the  Euxine  laves  her  ex- 
tenfive  conquefts :  Otchakof,  Kherfon,  the  Krim, 
and  the  Kuban,  bear  witnefs  to  the  force  of  her 
arms.  The  fails  of  her  mips  of  commerce  and  of 
war  are  fpread  in  the  Mediterranean.  On  the 
greek  iflands  the  ruffian  banners  are  difplayed. 
Her  troops  opened  a  road  into  iEgypt,  and  there 
in  1772  fought  in  fupport  of  Ali-bey  againft  the 

Turks, 
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Turks.  The  free  inhabitants  of  the  extreme  north- 
eaftern  point  of  Afia,  the  Tfchuktfches,  were  at 
length  obliged  to  fubmit ;  and  a  channel  of  no 
great  width  (the  (freights  of  Behring)  there  only 
divides  the  empire  from  America.  A  multitude  of 
ruffian  iflands,  of  various  dirnenfions,  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  fouthern  ocean,  the  Kurilli  and  feveral 
additional  acquifitions,  connecl:  it  with  other  iflands, 
and  even  with  the  continent  of  the  fourth  quarter 
of  the  world :  nay,  even  upon  that  the  Ruffians 
have  got  firm  footing.  The  increafe  of  navigation 
by  thefe  acquifitions,  and  the  extremely  lucrative 
commerce  in  the  furs  here  procured,  the  coftly  fkins 
of  the  fea-otter  and  other  animals,  is  of  the  utmoft 
confequence.  The  differences  that  arofe  with 
China  in  17;  8  are  at  length  compromifed;  and  if  no 
more  caravans  go  from  Mofco  to  Pekin,  yet  the 
merchants  of  thefe  two  great  empires  profecute 
their  trade  together,  and  perhaps  better,  in  the 
frontier  town  of  Kiachta  and  Maimatfhin.  Oren- 
burg in  afiatic  Ruffia  is  excellently  fituated  for 
commercial  intercourfe  with  the  Eaft  Indies :  the 
caravans  require  only  three  months  for  the  whole 
journey  :  accordingly,  at  the  half-way  thither,  at 
Balk,  a  town  in  Baclriana  or  Khorafan,  ruffian  and 
eaft-indian  caravans  already  meet  together. 

Well-founded  as  all  this  evidently  is,  yet  we 
have  ken  that  it  is  poffible  for  unfavourable  occur- 
rences completely  to  annihilate  the  advantages  of 
this  whole  fituation  at  lead  on  a  very  important 

fide. 
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fide.  When,  in  the  year  1788,  Sweden,  Poland, 
Pruffia,  the  Turks,  and  an  englifh  fleet,  had  clofely 
combined  in  a  war  againit  Ruflia,  this  great  empire 
was  in  a  manner  cut  off  from  all  trade  and  com- 
merce with  the  reft  of  Europe.  So  true  it  is,  that 
the  bare  M  gifts  of  nature,  wherewith  Providence 
"  has  bleffed  the  extenfive  provinces  of  Ruflia," 
are  not  able  to  procure  her  the  balance  ;  fo  greatly 
do  the  articles  of  finer  manufacture  and  of  luxury 
outweigh  in  commerce  the  indifpenfable  necerTaries 
of  life*  This  Catharine  knew  very  well  towards 
the  latter  end  of  her  reign  ;  and  therefore  by  a 
policy,  the  foundnefs  of  which  is  not  fo  apparent, 
me  prohibited,  wkh  unexampled  feverity,  the  im- 
portation of  almoft  all  wrought  goods  from  abroad, 
which  ferve  only  to  conveniency  and  pleafure. 

Commercial  regulations  are  naturally  fubjecl  to 
alteration.  Accordingly  nothing  more  circumftan- 
tial  can  here  be  adduced  on  the  fubjecl.  It  will 
fuffice  to  give  a  farther  fetch,  to  mew  the  fpirit  of 
the  laws.  The  corn  trade  is,  in  confideration  of  a 
moderate  duty,  entirely  free  ;  only  all  exportation 
immediately  ceafes,  when  the  market  price  in  the 
country  exceeds  fuch  a  fum,  which  for  the  vari- 
ous provinces  is  differently  fettled  :  —  a  regulation 
which,  whether  beneficial  or  not,  it  is  well  known, 
is  the  fame  in  England.  This  limitation  of  the 
exportation  does  not  attach  to  corn  of  the  growth 
of  Poland,  which  may  at  all  times  be  (hipped  for 
the  foreigner,  in  order  not  to  oppfefs  'this  branch 
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of  commerce.  Siberia  may  never  fend  corn  out 
of  the  country.  The  condition  of  a  Mated  market 
price  in  the  country  doe-s  not  affect  the  exportation 
of  linfeed  ;  but  of  horned  cattle  it  does.  The  port 
of  Archangel  was  favoured  equally  with  that  of  St. 
Petersburg..  The  export  of  fine  and  coarfe  linens, 
againfl  the  ufual  prohibition,  was  permitted  ;  that 
of  linen  yarn  remained  prohibited.  Several  mono- 
polies belonging  to  private  individuals  and  whole 
trading  companies  were  abolifhed ;  indeed  by  an 
arbitrary  Hep,  but  certainly  with  beneficial  effect  to 
the  country :  neither  did  the  government  exempt 
itfelf.  The  trade  in  rhubarb,  in  pot-afhes  and 
wood-afhes,  belonging  exclufively  to  the  crown, 
was  now  declared  open  to  every  one.  An  end  was 
thenceforth  put  to  the  caravan  trade  of  the  crown 
to  China  :  and  alfo  the  contracting  for  the  fea-dog 
fifhery,  other  fifheries,  and  the  tobacco  trade  ;  the 
monopoly  of  fugar-works,  and  of  chintz  manufac- 
tories. ;  the  exclufive  right  of  one  man  to  import 
foreign  filk :  the  trading  companies  to  Perfia, 
China,  and  the  Bukharey ;  the  company  to  the 
Euxine  and  the  Mediterranean,  from  Temernikof, 
a  town  on  the  Don.  Every  perfon  may  freely  trade 
in  all  thefe  commodities  and  to  all  thefe  countries. 
Only  a  limitation  took  place  in  the  afiatic  commerce, 
but  to  the  lecurity  and  the  greater  profit  of  the 
ruffian  merchants  themfelves.  To  them  only  two 
ports  were  affigned  on  the  Cafpian,  Baku  and  Sinfili, 
there  to  keep  market,  and  wait  the  arrival  of  the 
perfian   merchants.      It  is  farther   regulated,  that 

thev 
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they  mud  there  tax  the  feveral  commodities  in- 
tended for  Perfia,  the  Bukharey,  &c.  in  the  prefence 
of  the  refident  imperial  conful :  the  like  muft  be 
done  by  the  merchants  of  Aftrakhan  and  Orenburg, 
and  enter  into  a  bond  with  one  another  not  to  fell 
anything  below  the  fixed  price,  under  penalty  of 
confifcation  ;  that  the  foreigners  may  not  profit  by 
the  fpoiling  of  the  market  by  the  ruffians  them* 
felves. 

The  tobacco  trade  was  next  declared  free ;  pro- 
per meafures  were  alfo  taken  in  February  1763,  con- 
ducive to  the  better  culture  of  it  in  the  *  Ukraine, 
where  it  may  be  made  to  nourifh  fo  well  from  the 
excellent  quality  of  the  foil. 

The  coinage  was  afterwards  frequently  altered. 
In  December  1763  Catharine  decreed,  that  the 
proportion  of  the  gold  to  the  filver  coin  fhould  be 
as  one  to  fifteen.  An  error  almofl  general  through- 
out Europe  is,  in  the  having  of  a  twofold  ftandard, 
as  if  they  imagined  it  poffible  to  fix  by  legiflation 
a  proportion  that,  from  commerce  and  its  own 
nature,  is  always  fluctuating.  The  gold  mall  be 
of  a  finenefs  of  83  folotniks  ;  the  filver  of  72. 
Out  of  a  pound  of  fuch  gold  fhali  be  (truck  3 1 
imperials  and  2  rubles  88-  kopeeks  ;  out  of  a  pound 
of  filver  fo  alloyed  17  rubles  6y  kopeeks.     Siberia 

*  The  fclavonian  parent-word  is  l£rai,  the  border ;  and  u,  on 
or  near.  The  primary  import,  therefore,  of  Ukrainer  is  borderer, 
from  Ukraine,  on  the  borders.  Hence  the  Ukern  (in  the  mark 
Brandenburg),  the  Kramer  and  the  Ukrainer. 

had 
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had  had  a  coinage  (with  the  arms  of  that  king- 
dom,  two  wolves,  which  was  not  to  be  current  be- 
yond the  confines  of  the  government)  affigned  it, 
of  the  copper  peculiar  to  the  mines  of  Kolyvan, 
which  is  impregnated  with  gold  and  filver,  obtained 
by  the  fmeiting  away  of  the  filver  ore,  the  tranfport 
whereof  would  be  too  difficult,  and  its  farther  fe- 
paration  from  the  noble  metals  too  expenfive. 
The  pood  of  this  copper  contains  i£J  folotniks  of 
fine  gold,  and  31^  folotniks  of  filver  *. 

About  this  time  Poniatofsky  renewed  his  follici- 
tations  for  permiflion  to  vifit  Peterfburg.  The 
emprefs  would  not  liften  to  them,  but  affured  him 
of  her  conflant  friendihip,  of  which  (Tie  promifed 
to  give  him  convincing  proofs  on  all  occafions. 
Nor  was  it  long  before  me  realized  her  promife. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  year  Catharine  gave  a 
proper  form  to  the  fupreme  college  of  the  empire, 
the  directing  fenate,  which  had  been  inflituted  by 
Peter  I.  In  order  to  give  an  eafier,  plainer,  and 
more  rapid  courfe  to  the  bufinefs  of  it,  fhe  divided 
the  fenate  into  fix  departments,  whereof  the  four 
former  mould  have  their  feat  in  St.  Peterfburg,  and 
the  two  latter  in  Mofco.  In  fome  particulars  fhe 
removed  incumbrances,  in  others  fhe  made  new 
regulations,  and  dilFufed  through  the  whole  a  fpirit 
of  fimplicity  and  order. 

*  For  the  relative  proportions  of  thcfe  weights,  monies,  Sec. 
fee  before,  p.  48. 

4  Undoubtedly 
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Undoubtedly  many  of  thefe  new  inftitutions  were 
rather  preparatory  than  finifhed  works ;  undoubt- 
edly  feveral  plans  were  fketched  out  by  her,  and 
even  put  in  execution  under  her  eyes,  of  which,  in 
the  far  diftant  parts  of  her  vaft  empire,  no  trace  is 
any  longer  to  be  feen  ;  undoubtedly  fome  things 
had  more  of  mow  and  a  mining  outfide  than  of  an 
exactly  calculated  utility.  But  only  as  preparatives, 
even  only  as  reform  in  the  more  proximate  fphere 
of  action,  evei\  only  as  the  difplay  of  a  truly  im- 
perial magnificence,  they  could  not  be  unattended 
by  important  confequences.  All  men  faw  that  the 
comprehenfive  mind  of  Catharine  embraced  all  ob- 
jects ;  they  were  convinced  of  her  activity  and  of 
her  benevolence,  (and  what  higher  qualities  can 
the  ruler  of  a  people  pofTefs '?)  of  her  treafures  and 
her  magnanimity.  They  were  the  capital  towns, 
they  were  the  colleges  of  the  empire  that  gained 
another  form,  and  which  muft  naturally,  though 
flowly,  operate  upon  the  provinces.  A  new  vital 
fpirit  was  infufed  into  the  nation,  a  more  elevated 
impetus  into  all  minds.  To  this  greatly  contributed 
even  the  perfonal  reverence  paid  to  the  beautiful, 
the  fpirited  woman,  the  glow  of  enthufiafm  for  the 
monarch  whom  foreigners  praifed,  whom  the  uni- 
verfe  admired.  The  court  was  brilliant  and  agree- 
able;  in  the  expenditure  of  large  funis,  magnifi- 
cence, tafte,  and  lading  enjoyment  v/ere  ftudied. 
Foundations  for  the  cultivation  of  arts  and  literature, 
fuperb  embellifhments  of  the  refidence  and  other 

towns, 
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towns,  regulations  for  ufe  and  convenience  were 
manifeft  to  every  beholder.  Milder  and  more 
amicable  difpofnions  began  to  appear  ;  induftry  and 
diligence  were  quickened,  and  by  their  means  the 
comforts  of  life  were  more  widely  diffufed ;  the 
nation  was  no  longer  dependent  on  the  foreigner  *, 
and  ruffian  mips  were  feen  riding  at  anchor  in  the 
ports  of  Cadiz  and  Leghorn. 


CHAP.  V. 

State  of  Poland  from  the  Time  of  the  Kings  of  the 
Jirfi  Race  to  the  Death  of  Auguftus  III.  —  Election 
of  Prince  Poniatofsky.  —  Frefh  Confpiracy  at  St. 
Peterfhurg. —  Journey  oftheEmprefs  into  Livonia. 
—  4IfaJ[matim  °f  Prince  Ivan  in  the  Cajile  of 
S chluffelburg.  —  Punifhment  of  Mirovitch,  and 
other  Events  of  1763,  1764,  &c. 

ioland,  which  had  fometimes  acted  fo  confpi- 
cuous  a  part  in  the  politics  of  Europe,  and  which, 
from  the  extent  of  its  territory,  the  fertility  of  its 
foil,  the  high  fpirit  and  courage  of  its  inhabitants, 
feemed  formed  for  acquiring  a  dill  greater  prepon- 
derance, has  loft,  by  the  defects  of  its  government, 
a  part  of  the  advantages  it  had  received  from  nature. 
vol.  1.  a  a  This 
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This  kingdom  had  long  been  under  the  influence 
of  Ruflia  \  and  that  influence  had  become  the  more 
powerful  under  Catharine,  as,  independently  of  the 
army  of  Romantzof,  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the 
Viflula,  fifty  thoufand  men  had  taken  up  their 
quarters  in  Livonia,  Eflhonia,  and  Courland.  Au- 
guflus  III.  declining  in  his  health,  as  well  from  the 
irregularities  of  his  life  as  from  the  vexation  occa- 
sioned him  by  the  invafion  of  Saxony,  was  now  verg- 
ing fad  to  the  grave.  All  fuch  as  had  formed  preten- 
fions  to  the  fucceflion,  accordingly  began  to  examine 
their  flrength  \  and  the  court  of  Petersburg  was  the 
centre  of  their  intrigues.  The  afpiring  mind  of 
Catharine  was  flattered  at  feeing  herfelf  the  arbiter 
of  thefe  ambitious  rivals.  But,  while  fhe  thought 
proper  to  foment  their  divifions  and  to  encourage 
their  hopes,  fhe  was  fecretly  decided  in  her  choice. 
She  was  in  want  of  a  king,  whofe  weaknefs  and 
fervility  fhe  knew :  fhe  made  choice  of  Ponia- 
tofsky. 

It  will  not  be  ufelefs  here  to  cafl  an  eye  upon  the 
ilate  of  that  rich  and  unhappy  country,  which  we 
fhall  fee  more  than  once  exciting  the  ambition  of 
Catharine,  and  which  fhe  long  continued  to  harafs, 
the  better  to  prepare  it  for  being  ufurped. 

The  hiftory  of  Poland,  like  that  of  almoft  all  the 
other  countries  of  Europe,  reaches  back  to,  an  ssra 
extremely  remote,  and  filled  with  upcerralncy.  All 
that  we  know  with  tolerable  precifion  is,  that  Po- 

7  land 
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land  at  fTrft  was  governed  by  a  race  of  kings  •,  whofe 
power  was  nearly  abfolute.  To  this  race  fucceeded 
the  Piafts,  (for  fo  they  ufually  call  their  native  fo- 
vereigns,)  who  are  thought  to  have  been  elective, 
but  who,  for  feveral  generations,  preferved  the 
crown  in. their  family.  The  kingdom  was  frequently 
difturbed  by  the  pretenfions  of  the  magnate,  who 
combined  againfl  the  monarch,  and  oppofed  to  him 
a  power  which  balanced  that  of  the  crown. 

One  of  the  laft  kings  of  the  race  of  the  f  Piafts, 
Cafimir  III.  furnamed  the  great,  or  the  father  of 
the  peafantry,  rcpreued  the  dangerous  and  always 
turbulent  authority  of  the  grandee?,  by  conferring  a 
variety  of  privileges  on  the  inferior  noblelTe,  and  by 
that  means  a]  g  them  with  a  dangerous  rival- 

fliip.  But  that  prince,  however,  generally  guiJ^d 
by  th  ites  of  jufticc,  and  how  great  foev:r  his 

concern  in   behalf  of  the   unhappy  pe  was 

never  able  to  mitigate  the  barbarous  lot  ro  which 
they  are  doomed  in  Poland. 

Lewis  of  Hungary,  nephew  and  fucceflbr  of  Ca- 
fimir, was  not  in  a  capacity  to  benefit  by  the  advan- 
tages that  monarch  had  acquired,  becaufe  on  bellow- 
ing on  him  the  crown,  the  nobility  obliged  him  to 

*  The  race  of  Lejko. 

-f  It  is  gener.  Is  denomination  comes  from  a 

peafant  or"  Krufvies,  named  Piafte,  on  whom  the  Poles  bellowed 
the  crown  on  the  death  of  Popiel  in  830,  and  who  rendered  his 
people  profperous  and  happy.  The  throne  of  Poland  remained 
in  his  family  more  than  four  hundred  years. 

a  a  2  futferibe 
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fubfcribe  to  burdenfome  conditions.  On  the  death 
of  Lewis,  without  leaving  a  male  heir,  that  turbu- 
lent nobility  made  an  offer  of  the  throne  to  Ladi- 
flaus  Yagellon,  duke  of  Lithuania,  and  impofed  on 
him  the  fame  conditions  as  had  been  accepted  by 
Lewis.  One  of  thefe  conditions  was,  not  to  raife 
fubfidies  without  the  confent  of  the  diets.  His 
fuccefTors  were,  equally  with  him,  forced  to  be  con- 
tinually making  new  facrifices  for  obtaining  the 
imports  that  were  neceffary  to  their  government ; 
and  Sigifmond  Auguftus  was  at  length  induced  to 
confent  *.  that  at  his  death  the  crown  fhould  become 
abfoiutely  elective.  This  prince,  who  had  no  fon, 
was  without  difficulty  brought  to  agree  to  make  a 
declaration,  by  which  he  purchafed  his  repofe.  In 
a  fhort  time  afterwards  a  charter  f  was  framed, 
which  became  the  bafis  and  guarantee  of  that 
privilege.  The  four  principal  articles  of  the  charter 
were  : 

i.  That  the  crown  fhould  be  elective ;  and  that 
the  king  mould  never  appoint  a  fucceffor  during  his 
lifetime. 

2.  That  general  diets  mould  be  alTembled  every 
two  years. 

3.  That  every  nobleman  of  Poland  fhould  have 
the  right  of  voting  at  the  election  of  a  king. 

4.  That  if  the  king  mall  prefume  to  infringe 
the  laws,    and  to   difavow   the   privileges   of  the 


*  In  the  year  1550. 

t  Known  under  the  name  of  Pacta  conventa. 


nation* 
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nation  *,  the  fubje&s  fliall  be  abfolved  from  their 
oath  of  allegiance. 

The  privileges  fecured  by  this  charter  were  ftill 
farther  extended ;  and  all  the  fucceflbrs  of  Sigif- 
mond  Auguftus  down  to  Staniflaus  Poniatofsky 
inclusively,  were  only  elected  upon  their  fwearing  to 
maintain  them.  Could  lefs  then  be  expected  from 
princes  who  received  the  crown  as  a  matter  of 
favour,  and  who,  if  they  had  not  accepted  it  on 
thefe  conditions,  would  have  been  obliged  to  forego 
it  in  favour  of  a  lefs  fcrupulous  competitor  ?  The 
nobles,  the  more  they  increafed  their  power,  abufed 
it  the  more.  Not  contented  with  freely  granting 
their  fuffrages,  they  fold  them.  Henry  de  t  Valois 
was  the  fir  ft  who  purchafed,  by  means  of  promifes 
and  gold,  the  throne  of  the  Yagellons )  means 
which  have  fince  only  yielded  to  the  terror  of 
arms. 

On  every  acceflion  to  the  throne  the  nobility 
ufurped  fome  additional  privilege.  During  the 
reign  of  John  Cafimir,  the  Uberum  veto  was  created. 
This  was  a  right  given  to  each  nobleman  fingly  to 
put  a  flop  to  the  deliberation  of  a  whole  diet,  and 
to  duTolve  it  by  the  fole  acl:  of  his  will ;  a  right 
which  has  been  one  of  the  principal  fources  of  the 
troubles,  the  anarchy,  and  the  total  deftruclion  of 
Poland. 

*  That  is  to  fay,  of  the  nobles  ;  for  the  reft  are  counted  for 
nothing. 

-j-  The  bigoted  and  debauched  Henry  III.  of  France. 

A  A  3  But 
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But  by  fuch  an  extent  of  power  as  every  noble- 
man had,  we  may  form  a  judgment  of  that  enjoyed 
by  the  palatines  *,  the  great  officers,  and,  in  ge- 
neral, all  the  Wealthy  Poles.  Sometimes  they  raifed 
regiments  independent  on  the  authority  of  the  king; 
at  other  times  they  formed  confederacies,  which, 
under  pretence  of  defending  the  laws,  fowed  fedition 
and  revolt,  and  in  the  facred  name  of  liberty  exer- 
cifed  the  abfurdefl  tyranny. 

It  is  the  blind  ambition  of  the  polifh  nobles  that 
has  been  for  three  hundred  years  gradually  con- 
fummating  the  ruin  of  their  country.  That  nation, 
naturally  brave,  which  has  often  conquered  the 
Ottomans,  and  which  has  given  law  to  Pruili.i  and 
to  RufTia,  has  not  been  able,  fmce  thefe  diileniions, 
to  refill:  any  of  the  armies  by  which  it  has  been 
attacked.     The  forces  of  the   kings  of  Sweden, 

*  In  Poland  are  thirty-two  palatines,  who  are  properly  go- 
vernors of  provinces,  three  caftellans,  and  one  flaroft.  Though 
the  quality  of  the  two  latter  be  inferior  to  chat  of  a  palatine,  yet 
there  are  four  of  them  who  poffefs  the  firft  ranks  amongft:  the 
temporal  nobles,  the  caftellan  of  Cracow  being  the  firft  of  all. 
The  office  of  a  palatine  is  to  lead  the  troops  of  his  palatinate  to 
the  army  ;  to  prefide  in  -the  aiTemblies  of  the  nobility  in  his  pro- 
vince ;  to  fet  a  price  upon  merchandizes  and  commodities ;  to 
take  care  that  the  weights  and  meafures  be  not  altered  ;  and  to 
judge  and  defend  the  jews.  He  has  a  vice-palatine  under  him, 
who  mull  take  an  oath  to  him,  and  who  ought  to  have  an  eflate 
in  land,  which  they  call pojfeffionatus.  To  thefe  follow  the  order 
of  nobility,  who  are  alone  capable  of  pofTefTing  all  the  offices  and 
lands  in  the  duchy  and  kingdom. 

Charles 
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Charles  Guftavus  and  Charles  XII.  alternately- 
found  it  an  eafy  prey ;  and  from  the  moment 
that  the  Ruffians  were  able  to  oppofe  difciplined 
troops  to  its  brilliant  and  licentious  pofpolite  *,  they 
have  found  themfelves  in  a  capacity  to  dictate  laws 
to  the  nation. 

Under  fuch  circumftances  the  Poles  called  them- 
felves free.  But  what  fort  of  a  freedom  was  that 
they  enjoyed,  even  while  they  were  exercifing  the 
boafled  right  of  electing  their  kings  ?  The  age  in 
which  we  live  has  produced  examples  to  the  con- 
trary ;  and  one  f  of  the  men  who  bed  underftood 
their  hiftory,  has  defied  them  to  fhew  but  two 
inftances  of  a  free  election. 

There  is  fcarcely  a  great  potentate  in  Europe 
that  has  not  had  more  or  lefs  influence  in  thefe 
elections  :  but  for  upwards  of  fifty  years  Ruffia  has 
been  the  only  power  by  which  they  have  been 
actually  directed. 

*  The  military  force  of  the  Poles  ccnfifis  chiefly  in  the  pofpolite, 
that  is,  the  whole  body  of  the  gentry,  flitch,  upon  extraordinary 
occafions,  the  king  and  the  national  general  can  order  into  the 
field  to  fervc  for  a  limited  time.  The  inconvenience  and  inutility 
of  this  military  inftitution,  in  the  preferit  ftate  of  the  art  of  war, 
need  not  be  infifted  on,  They  have  alfo  a  ftanding  army  which 
ought  to  amount  to  about  forty  thoufand  men,  but,  from  being 
undifciplined,  irregular,  and  incomplete,  it  is  a  body  altogether 
contemptible,  efpecially  the  foot,  as  they  con  fid  almoft  wholly 
pf  their  wretched  peafants. 

•j-  C'herpefky. 

a  a  4  Such 
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Such  was  thefituation  cf  Poland  when  the  death 
of  Auguftus  ill.  *  revived  the  cabals  of  the  pre- 
tenders to  the  throne,  and  furnifhed  Catharine  the 
means  of  difplaying  her  political  talents  with  the 
utmoft  effect.  That  Sovereign,  whom  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Verfailles  were  in  hopes  of  detaching 
from  PrulTia,  began  her  operations  by  artfully  ob- 
taining from  thofe  courts  an  amirance  that  they 
would  not  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  Poland.  In 
1764,  the  marquis  de  Paulmy,  ambaiTador  from 
France  at  Warfaw,  declared!  at  the  diet,  that 
Lew'r  XV.  would  have  nothing  to  do  in  the  elec- 
tion of  the  new  king  ;  and  inertly  after  the  count 
de  Mercy  held  the  fame  language  on  the  part  of 
Maria  Therefa. 

The  promife  of  thefe  two  courts,  however,  was 
not  fufficient  for  Catharine.  She  was  defirous  of 
fome  aflurance  that  fhe  mould  not  be  thwarted  by 
that  of  Berlin  :  in  this  fhe  fucceeded.  Frederic  had 
long  been  folliciting  her  to  fign  a  treaty  of  defenfive 
alliance  ;  and  fhe  coveted  it  the  more  as  fhe  had 
employed  fo  much  art  in  inducing  him  to  defire  it. 
Imagining  that  the  delays  which  fhe  made  to  the 
conclufion  of  this  bufmefs  arofe  only  from  the  re- 
pugnance flie  had  to  a  minifter  J  who  had  been  the 
friend  of  her  hufband,  the  prufhan  monarch  made 
choice  of  a  plenipotentiary  who  fhould  neceffarily 

*  The  5th  of  Oflober.  f  The  16th  of  March. 

$,  The  bar  en  de  Goltz. 

fee 
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be  more  agreeable  to  that  princefs  :  he  fent  to 
St.  Peterfburg  the  count  of  Solms,  who  had  married 
a  princefs  of  Anhalt-Bernburg,  coufm-german  to 
Catharine.  The  count  de  Solms  was  extremely 
well  received  by  the  emprefs,  with  whom  he  fhortly 
after,  in  the  name  of  the  king  of  Prufiia,  concluded 
a  treaty,  fubjoined  to  which  was  the  fecret  article 
as  follows  : 

"  It  being  for  the  intereft  of  his  majefty  the  king  of  Prufiia 
"  and  of  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Rufiias,  to  exert  their 
"  utmoft  care  and  all  their  efforts  for  maintaining  the  republic  of 
"  Poland  in  its  ftate  of  free  election,  and  that  It  mould  not  be 
u  permitted  to  any  one  to  render  the  faid  kingdom  hereditary  in 
"  his  family,  or  to  make  himfelf  abfolute  therein  ;  his  majefty 
"  the  king  of  Prufiia  and  her  imperial  majefty  have  promifed 
"  and  mutually  engage  themfelves,  in  the  moll  folemn  manner,  by 
"  this  fecret  article,  not  only  not  to  permit  any  one,  whoever 
*'  he  be,  to  attempt  to  diveft  the  republic  of  its  right  of  free 
"  election,  to  render  the  kingdom  hereditary,  or  to  make  himfelf 
tf  abfolute  therein,  in  all  cafes  whenever  fuch  attempt  mould  be 
"  made  ;  but  alfo  to  prevent  and  to  fruflrate,  by  all  pofiible  means, 
"  and  in  common  confent,  the  views  and  defigns  that  have  a 
"  tendency  to  that  end,  as  foon  as  they  fhall  be  difcovered,  and 
"  even,  in  cafe  of  neceffity,  to  recur  to  the  force  of  arms,  to 
"  defend  t,he  republic  from  the  overthrow  of  its  conftitution  and 
"  its  fundamental  laws. 

"  The  prefent  fecret  article  fhall  have  the  fame  force  and  vigour 
"  as  if  it  had  been  inferted  word  for  word  in  the  principal  treaty 
•'  of  defenlive  alliance  figned  this  day,  and  fhall  be  ratified  at  the 
u  fame  time.  " 

"  In  virtue  whereof  two  fimilar  copies  of  it  have  been  made, 
f<  which  we,  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  his  majefty  the 
■"  king  of  Pruffia,   and  of  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the 

"  Ruflias, 
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€t  Ruflias,  authorized  to  that  purpofe,have  flgned  and  fealcd  with 
*'  the  feal  of  our  arms. 

"  Done  at  St.  Peterfburg,  the  nth  of  April  (the  3 ill 
"of  March  O.  S.)  1764. 
«  C.  DE  SOLM3.    PANIN.     GALLITZIN." 

The  new  fovereign  of  Saxony,  who  flattered  him- 
felf  with  the  profpeft  of  inheriting  the  throne  of 
Auguftus  III.  as  he  had  inherited  his  electorate, 
addrefied  himfelf  to  the  emprefs,  to  prevail  upon 
her  to  approve  his  pretenfions  :  but  fhe  made  no 
hefitation  to  deprive  him  of  all  hope.  She  wrote 
to  him,  <c  That  fhe  advifed  him,  as  a  true  friend, 
cc  not  to  expofe  his  interefts  in  an  affair  which  in 
"  the  iflue  could  not  anfvver  his  expectations." 

Confcious  of  her  power  in  Poland,  Catharine 
difmiffed,  one  after  another,  the  candidates  who 
were  not  agreeable  to  her,  without  however,  giving 
any  intimation  as  yet  concerning  the  perfon  whom 
fhe  intended  to  favour.  The  greater  number  of 
the  Poles  were  for  electing  a  Piafl,  a  defcendant  of 
their  ancient  kings ;  Catharine  alfo  for  fome  time 
appeared  to  be  of  the  fame  fentiment.  But  all  at 
once  it  was  heard  with  amazement  at  Warfaw,  that 
it  was  count  Poniatofsky  whom  that  monarch  had 
defrined  to  the  throne.  This  choice  excited  an 
almoft  univerfal  difcontent  and  violent  murmurs. 
The  polifh  magnats,  incenfed  at  the  profpedr,  of 
being  governed  by  a  young  man  *  of  a  birth  not 

*  He  was  at  that  time  thirty-two  years  of  age. 

very 
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very  illuflrious,  and  whofe  elevation  was  neither 
juftified  by  fhining  actions  nor  extraordinary  virtues, 
reciprocally  interrogated  one  another,  what  fervices 
count  Poniatofsky  had  rendered  the  republic,  to 
entitle  him  to  fo  glorious  a  reward  ? 

Count  Poniatofsky  was  endowed  with  thofe 
qualities  which  are  more  adapted  to  conciliate  the 
friendfhip  of  particular  perfons,  than  to  fit  him  for 
fwaying  a  fceptre.  Tall,  well-made,  of  a  figure  at 
once  commanding  and  agreeable,  he  fpoke  and 
wrote  with  fluency  the  feven  principal  languages  of 
Europe,  and  in  a  graceful  diction  :  but  he  pofTefTed 
only  a  flight  knowledge  of  affairs.  His  eloquence 
was  vague  and  defukory,  his  prefumption  too  ap- 
parent. Rather  weak  than  gentle,  rather  prodigal 
than  generous,  he  might  eafily  miflead  women,  and 
dazzle  a  thoughtlefs  multitude,  but  not  perfuade 
men  of  cultivated  minds.  He  was  doubtlefs  fitter 
to  fubmit  to  be  governed  than  to  govern  himfelf. 
Neverthelefs  fupported  by  the  influence  and  arms  of 
Ruffia,  and  having  no  obftacle  to  fear  on  the  part 
of  other  powers,  his  triumph  was  not  long  in  fuf- 
penfe.  The  confequence  of  Catharine  was  involved 
in  this  triumph.  That  princefs  fet  fo  great  a  value 
on  feeing  the  crown  of  the  Sarmates  on  the  brow 
of  her  former  favourite,  that  (he  wrote  without 
delay  to  count  Kayferling,  her  ambafiador  at 
Warfaw,  to  employ  every  means  in  behalf  of 
Poniatofsky.  One  of  her  letters  was  intercepted, 
and  contained  the  following  words  :  —  "  Mon  cher 
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*e  eomte,  fouvenez-vous  dc  mon  candidat.  Je  vous 
%i  ecris  ceci  deux  heures  apres  minuit :  jugez  fi  la 
*«  chofe  m'eft  indifFerente  *  !" 

Count  Kayferling  was  careful  not  to  difobey. 
Neither  he  nor  the  ruffian  generals  neglected  any- 
thing for  fecuring  the  choice  which  their  fovereign 
defired.  The  dyerines  were  already  convoked. 
That  of  Warfaw  elected  Poniatofsky  by  an  una- 
nimous fuffrage  j  but  whatever  pains  had  been 
taken  for  bringing  thofe  of  the  provinces  to  the  fame 
favourable  difpofition,  his  fuccefs  was  not  the  fame. 
His  competitors  obtained  a  majority  of  voices  in 
fome,  and  at  leaft  an  equal  number  with  his  in  the 
others. 

At  the  afTembling  of  the  diet  of  convocation,  the 
ruffian  troops  entered  Warfaw,  under  pretence  of 
preferving  liberty  and  order. 

Crowds  of  foreigners  at  the  fame  time  poured 
into  that  city,  all  ready  to  unite  at  the  very  firft 
fignaL  Count  Branitchky  t,  grand  general  of  the 
crown,  and  prince  Radzivil,  took  arms  in  order 
to  prevent  the  Ruffians  from  extorting  the  fuf, 
frages  :  but  what  could  they  do  againlt  foreign 
armies  who  were  matters  of  the  country ;  and  againlt 

*  "  My  dear  count,  remember  my  candidate.  I  write  this  to 
**  you  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  ;  judge  whether  I  am  in- 
"  different  about  the  affair  !v 

f  Father  of  him  who  afterwards  married  maderaoifclle  BflgeJ- 
haidt,  niece  of  prince  Pettxnkin, 

a  part 
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a  part  of  their  countrymen  difpofed  to  join  thofe 
armies  ? 

It  is  a  difficult  matter  to  form  an  adequate  idea  of 
the  tumult  that  began  to  prevail  in  the  diet  of 
Warfaw.  Count  Malakofsky,  venerable  for  his 
great  age  and  his  virtues,  had  been  appointed  its 
marflial.  He  endeavoured  in  vain  to  reduce  it  to 
order,  and  to  clear  it  of  drangers.  He  was  an* 
fwered  by  furious  vociferations,  and  fabres  were 
drawn.  The  eloquent  Mokranofsky,  nuncio  of 
Cracow,  ran  the  riik  of  his  life  under  the  fwoids 
of  the  ruffian  officers,  who  endeavoured  to  pierce 
him  from  the  galleries  of  the  fpeakers.  He  at  firfl 
thought  of  (landing  on  his  defence ;  but,  pre- 
fently  returning  his  fabre  into  the  fheath,  and  ex- 
pofmg  his  bread :  —  "  If  you  mud  needs  have  a 
"  victim,"  faid  he  to  the  Ruffians,  "  I  {land  here 
CJ  before  you.  But  at  lead  I  (hall  die  free,  as  I 
"  have  hitherto  lived."  —  It  is  not  improbable 
that  he  would  have  fallen  a  prey  to  their  fury,  had 
not  prince  Adam  Chartorinfky  had  the  generous 
courage  to  throw  himfelf  in  the  way,  and  to  fhield 
him  with  his  body.  Thus,  in  the  firfl  fittings  of 
the  diet  nothing  pafTed  but  injurious  fpeeches  and 
tumultuous  quarrels. 

Some  one  at  Peterlburg,  who  knew  what  dif- 
pleafure  the  election  of  Poniatofsky  would  occafion 
to  the  Poles,  and  wanting  to  vilify  him  in  the  eyes 
of  Catharine,  had  theboldnefs  to  tell  that  monarch, 
that  he  whofe  intered  die  efpoufed  feemed  the  lefs 

4  proper 
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proper  to  fill  the  throne  of  Poland,  as  his  grand- 
father had  been  intendant  of  a  little  eftate  belonging 
to  the  princefs  Lubomirfky.  —  u  Though  he  had 
"  been  fo  himfelf,"  returned  fhe,  fomewhat  nettled, 
"  I  will  have  him  to  be  king,  and  king  he  fhall  be." 

In  holding  this  language,  Catharine  was  under  no 
apprehenfions  of  being  deceived.  Independently  of 
the  troops  which  fhe  had  already  in  Poland,  fhe 
caafed  a  body  of  twelve  thoufand  men  to  enter 
Lithuania,  and  frefh  reinforcements  were  advancing 
towards  Kief.  Her  ambaffador  ruled  at  Warfaw, 
and  her  armies,  if  the  expreflion  may  be  allowed, 
comprefTed  the  republic. 

Several  of  the  provinces  now  heavily  accufed  their 
nuncios  of  having  badly  correfponded  with  their 
defires  in  fubmitting  to  the  influence  of  the  court 
of  Peterfburg.  They  did  not  confine  themfelves 
to  murmurs.  They  had  recourfe  to  arms ;  they 
formed  into  different  confederacies  \  but  thefe 
movements  were  attended  by  no  confequences.  The 
Ruffians  threatened  :  the  malcontents  were  pre- 
fently  filenced. 

At  length  the  diet  of  election  was  opened  \  held, 
according  to  cuflom,  in  the  plain  of  Vola,  at  the 
diflance  of  about  three  miles  from  Warfaw.  This 
diet  began  by  a  folemn  mafs,  and  a  *fermon* 
Count  Kayferling,  ambaffador  from  RufTia,  being  at 

P  The  preacher  took  his  text  from  thefe  words :  '*  Eligite  ex 
*«  vobis  meliorem,qui  vobisplacuerit,  et  pofuite  eumfuper  folium." 
t  Kings,  x.  3. 

that 
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that  time  indifpofed,  could  not  repair  to  Vola,  but 
fent  to  the  diet  a  letter,  addrerTed  to  him  by  the 
emprefs,  recommending  count  Poniatofsky  in  the 
mofl  prefling  terms. 

The  other  party,  however,  had  not  been  idle, 
either  during  the  election  of  the  nuncios  or  repre- 
fentatives,  who,  in  the  name  of  the  body  of  the 
nobility,  were  to  choofe  a  king,  nor  at  the  firft  af- 
fembling  of  the  ftates  #.  In  the  former  cafe  great 
tumults  were  raifed,  but  they  fubfifled  not  long.  In 
the  latter  twenty-two  fenators  entered  a  proteit 
againfl  the  proceedings  of  the  diet,  the  principal 
reafons  of  which  were  grounded  on  the  pretence 
and  interference  of  the  foreign  troops.  Forty- 
five  jiuncios  figned  an  act  of  adhefion  to  this 
proteft. 

Count  Branitchky,  who  was  at  the  Head  of  thefe 
protefters,  retired  from  the  diet.  But  that  aflem- 
bly,  foon  after  its  opening,  took  its  revenge.  An 
order  was  made  for  diverting  him  of  the  poll  of 
crown  general.  Branitchky  denied  their  power  ; 
drew  together  into  one  body  a  great  part  of  that 
army  of  which  they  had  attempted  to  deprive  him, 
but  which  ftill  faithfully  adhered  to  him;  augmented 
it  by  levies  ;  and  prepared  to  maintain  himfelf  by 
force  ;  poiTerTed,  as  it  mould  feem,  by  a  fpirit  of 
defpair  and  fury,  having  no  power  in  the  lead 
adequate  to  the  height  of  his  attempt.  Prince  Rad- 
zivil,  on  his  part,  was  alfo  up  in  arms,  and  with  the 

*  May  7,  1764. 

fam£ 
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fame  obftinacy,  and  no  greater  flrength,  ftruggled 
againft  the  election. 

The  ambaffadors  of  France,  Spain,  and  the  empire, 
finding  their  political  intrigues  of  no  more  avail 
towards  obftru&ing  the  election,  than  the  hoftile 
attempts  of  prince  Radzivil  and  count  Branitchky 
were  likely  to  be,  retired  from  the  diet  and  left 
Poland,  declaring  that  they  had  not  been  fent  to  a 
party,  but  to  the  entire  republic  *. 

An  action  at  length  happened  f  between  prince 
Radzivil  and  the  ruffian  troops,  wherein  the  Poles, 
having  fought  a  long  time  with  their  ufual  irregular 
bravery,  were  as  ufual  defeated  by  the  Ruffians. 

The  fpirit  of  Poland  appeared  flrongly  in  all  the 
circumftances  of  this  action.  The  princcfs  Radzivil, 
but  newly  married,  and  a  fitter  of  that  prince,  both 
of  them  young  and  beautiful,  fought  on  horfeback 
with  fabres,  and  encouraged  the  foldiery  both  by 
their  words  and  their  example. 

Branitchky  was  alfo  defeated  by  a  body  of 
Ruffians  ;  and  thefe  two  nobles,  the  only  very  con- 
fiderable  perfons  who  oppofed  the  ruffian  nomi- 
nation, were  obliged  to  fly  out  of  their  country,  and 
to  take  fhelter  in  theturkifh  dominions,  where  they 
particularly  value  themfelves  on  protecting  the  un- 
fortunate ;  and  thefe  noble  fugitives  found  refuge 
where  Charles  XII.  had  not  fought  in  vain. 

During  all  this  time  Poniatofsky,  accompanied  by 
a  great  number  cf  his  friends,  was  vifiting  each 
*  June  the  7th,  1764.  f  On  the  3d  of  July, 

nuncio 
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nuncio  in  particular,    and   endeavouring  to  gala 
them  by  teftimonies  of  benevolence  and  flattering 
promifes.     The  palatines  being  all  afTembled  and 
ranged  in  order  round  the  fhopa  *,  a  large  building 
open  on  all  fides,  occupied  by  the  fenate  and   the 
equeftrian  .  order,    the  primate   alked  with  a  loud 
voice,  at  three  diftinc~t  periods,  whom  they  would 
have  for   king  ?      All   anfwered  unanimoufly  :  — 
<c  Count  Poniatofsky!" —  The  next  day  f,  he  was 
proclaimed   king   of  Poland,  and  grand   duke  of 
Lithuania,  under  the  name  of  Staniflaus  Augudus. 
Thus  the  diet  and  the  kingdom  being  freed,  in  the 
manner  we  have  feen,  from  all  thofe  who  were  the 
declared  oppofers  of  Poniatofsky,  the  election  was 
foon  concluded  in  favour  of  that  prince  with  an 
unanimity  unknown  in  the  annals  of  Poland. 

The  new  monarch,  on  his   return   to  Warfaw, 
pa(Ted  along  the  flreets  of  that  capital  amidft  the 

*  The  general  diet  for  the  election  of  a  king  is  always  held  in 
the  open  field,  about  two  miles  from  Warfaw,  near  the  village  of 
Vola,  where  a  fort  of  booth  is  erected,  covered  with  boards,  at 
the  public  charge,  which  in  the  polifh  language  is  caWcdJhopa, 
or  a  fhelter  from  bad  weather.  This  place  is  built  and  prepared 
by  the  treafurer  of  the  crown  :  it  is  furrounded  with  a  ditch,  and 
has  three  doors.  The  day  appointed  for  the  diet  being  come, 
the  fenate  and  the  nobility  proceed  to  St.  John's  church  at  Warfaw 
to  hear  the  mafs  of  the  holy  ghoft,  to  implore  its  influence  in  the 
election  of  a  new  king,  who  may  have  all  the  qualities  neceftary 
to  defend  the  interefts  of  the  church  and  of  the  republic :  after 
which  they  go  to  the  mopa  and  begin  the  election. 

f  The  7th  of  September. 

vol..  i.  sb  acclamations 
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acclamations  of  all  the  people,  and  from  that  very 
day  took  poffeffion  of  the  palace  of  the  republic. 
Some  nuncios  had  abflained  from  appearing  at  the 
diet ;  the  greater  part  of  the  prime  nobility  took 
umbrage  at  the  appointment  of  Poniatofsky :  but 
no  fooner  was  he  on  the  throne  than  they  came 
almoft  all  to  do  him  homage ;  and  he  began  to 
reign  in  as  much  tranquillity  as  if  his  election  had 
not  been  effected  by  violence  *. 

Some 

*  Staniflaus  Poniatofsky  behaved  at  firfi;  with  great  judgment 
and  circumfpeclion.  He  received  with  kindnefs  thofe  who  had 
acted  feemingly  in  the  moft  direct  oppofition  to  his  intereft. 
The  fon  of  count  Bruhl  exerted  himfelf  to  his  prejudice,  and  yet 
that  prince  left  him  in  pofTeffion  of  the  poft  of  grand  mafter  of 
the  artillery  which  he  had  promifed  to  count  Branitchky,  palatiu 
of  Helfh,  and  of  which  indeed  the  latter  had  the  generofity  not 
to  wifli  to  deprive  him.  —  Soon  after  his  election  he  received 
letters  of  congratulation  from  many  of  the  courts  of  Europe. 
The  mod  remarkable  is  that  from  the  king  of  Pruffia,  written 
with  his  majefty's  own  hand.  From  the  matter  and  the  occafion, 
as  well  as  the  character  of  the  writer,  it  is  extremely  worthy  of 
being  inferted  at  length.  Nothing  can  be  more  glorious  than  a 
communication  of  fuch  fentiments  in  the  intercourfe  between 
fovereigns.  "  Your  majefty  muft  reflect,  that,  as  you  enjoy  a 
"  crown  by  election  and  not  by  defcent,  the  world  will  be  more 
<f  obfervant  of  your  majefty's  actions  than  of  any  other  potentate 
i(  in  Europe  :  and  it  is  but  reafonable.  The  latter  being  the 
M  mere  effect  of  confanguinity,  no  more  is  looked  for  (though 
il  much  more  is  to  be  wifhed)  from  him,  than  Avhat  men  are 
c<  endowed  with  in  common  :  but,  from  a  man  exalted  by  the 
"  voice  of  his  equals,  from  a  fubject  to  a  king,  from  a  man 
"  voluntarily  elected  to  reign  over  thofe  by  whom  he  was  chofen, 

"  every- 
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Some  time  previous  to  this  election,  Catharine 
had  declared  her  intention  of  vifiting  the  fcene  of 
her  fuccefles,  and  to  make  the  tour  of  Livonia. 
But  whilfl  this  monarch  was  employed  abroad  in 
difpofing  of  crowns,  at  home  her  throne  feemed  to 
be  tottering  under  her  ;  and  that  vaft  power,  which 
extended  to  the  remoteft  part  of  Afia,  which  awed 
all  Europe,  and  abfolutely  governed  fo  many  of  its 
neighbours,  was  not  fecure  of  its  own  duration  for 
a  moment.  Every  breath  of  a  confpiracy  feemed 
to  make  it  :  and  fuch  was  rhe  critical  ftate  of  that 
empire,  that  the  defigns  of  the  obfcureft  perfon  in 
it  were  not  unattended  by  danger. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  fummer  an  event  of  that 
nature  happened  in  Ruffia  which  is  highly  deferv- 
ing  of  a  place  in  hiftory,  from  the  extraordinary 
circumftances  by  which  it  was  accompanied,  though 
fo  extremely  myflerious  and  unaccountable  in  many 


«  everything  is  expelled  that  can  pofiibly  deferve  and  adorn  a 
H  crown.  Gratitude  to  his  people  is  the  firft  great  duty  of  fuch 
"  a  monarch  :  for  to  them  alone  (under  Providence)  he  is  in- 
"  debted  that  he  is  one.  A  king  who  is  fo  by  birth,  if  he  act 
M  in  a  manner  derogatory  to  his  flation,  is  a  fatire  only  on 
['  himfelf ;  but  an  elected  one,  who  behaves  inconfiirently  with 
"  his  dignity,  reflects  dilhoncur  alfo  on  his  fubjects.  Your 
*'■  majefty,  I  am  fure,  will  pardon  this  warmth.  It  is  the  effufjon 
u  of  the  fincereft  regard.  The  amiable  part  of  the  picture  is 
"  not  fo  much  a  leffon  of  what  you  ought  to  be,  as  a  prophecy 
**  of  what  your  majefty  will  be." 

b  b  2  particulars^ 
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particulars,  that  we  defpair  of  affording  any  clear 
fatisfa&ion  to  the  reader  concerning  them. 

The  emprefs,  in  purfuance  of  her  intentions 
already  mentioned,  fet  out  on  her  journey  through 
Efthonia,  Livonia,  and  Courland.  On  her  way, 
fhe  pa{Ted  over  from  Oranienbaum  to  Cronftadt ; 
and  thinking  to  give  the  foreign  minifters  an  advan- 
tageous idea  of  her  marine,  fhe  invited  them  to 
follow  her  to  that  port.  They  did  fo :  but  the 
opinion  they  formed  of  her.  naval  forces  fell  far 
fhort  of  that  which  fhe  entertained  of  them  herfelf. 
There  was  but  a  fmall  number  of  fhips,  which  they 
judged  but  little  adapted  to  keep  the  fea ;  and  the 
englifh  ambafiador,  with  that  franknefs  peculiar  to 
his  nation,  did  not  diflemble  that  her  navy  was  far 
from  appearing  to  him  to  be  very  formidable.  She 
afterwards  proved  that  it  was  poflible  for  it  to 
become  fo. 

On  quitting  Cronftadt  her  majefty,  having  left 
the  government  of  Peterfburg  to  count  Panin,  took 
the  road  of  Livonia,  accompanied  by  count  Gregory 
Orlof  and  a  fmall  retinue  of  nobility  of  both  fexes. 
During  her  abfence  on  this  expedition,  in  the  prifon 
of  the  dethroned  Ivan  an  infurre&ion  broke  out 
under  the  conduct  of  a  certain  Mirovitch,  which 
coft  that  unfortunate  prince  his  life. 

Ivan  Antonovitch,  ftyled  Ivan  the  third  in  the 

manifeftos  that  were  publifhed  in  his  name  while 

emperor,  was  born  in   1 740  5    great  grandfon  of 

tzar  Ivan  Alexeyevitch,   the  elder  half-brother  of 

4  Peter 
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Peter  the  great  *.  On  running  over  the  feries  of 
ruffian  monarchs  from  Alexey  Mikhailovitch  down- 
wards, our  feelings  are1  at  every  moment  hurt  by 
the  inteftine  difturbances  that  have  happened  from 
different  pretenders,  of  which  fo  many  within  fo 
fhort  fpace  of  time,  and  in  general  attended  with 
fuch  fhocks,  as  no  princdy  houfe  in  Europe  has 
experienced,  efpecially  in  modern  times.  But  a 
cruel  fatality  feems,  in  a  particular  manner,  to  have 
propagated  the  feeds  of  difcord  between  the  families 
of  the  two  imperial  brothers. 

*  See  the  genealogical  tables  in  the  former  part  of  this  volume, 
tab.  ili. 

Ivan  III.  if  we  reckon  by  the  line  of  the  tzars,  or  VI.  if  from 
the  firft  fovereign  of  Kufiia,  was  proclaimed  emperor  on  the 
death  of  emprefs  Anne,  and  Biren  regent;  but  this  high  eleva- 
tion was  foon  to  be  followed  by  a  dreadful  fall.  The  father  and 
the  mother  of  the  young  emperor  were  difcontented  at  feeing 
themfclves  excluded  from  the  regency  ;  and  the  infolence  with 
which  they  were  treated  by  Biren  increafed  their  difpleafure. 
Munich,  on  his  part,  not  having  obtained  from  the  regent  what 
he  thought  due  to  his  fervices,  joined  himfelf  to  thofe  princes, 
and,  in  the  night  between  the  20th  and  21ft  of  November,  Man- 
fiein,  aid-de-camp  to  Munich,  arretted  the  regent.  The  princefs 
Anne  caufed  herfelf  to  be  proclaimed  regent  during  the  minority 
of  her  fon.  The  whole  nation  rejoiced  at  being  freed  from  an 
abominable  tyrant :  he  was  conducted  to  SchlufTelburg,  tried,  and 
condemned  to  death  :  but  his  punifhment  was  mitigated  to  an 
exile  for  life  in  Siberia.  This  exile  was  again  moderated,  by 
transferring  him  to  Yaroflaf,  where  he  remained  till  1762,  when 
Peter  III.  as  we  have  already  feen,  recalled  him  to  court;  and 
he  was  lhortly  after  reftored  to  his  dukedom  by  Catharine. 

b  b  3  We 
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We  have  feen  him  feized  and  confined  with  his 
parents  and  relations  ;  at  firft  conveyed  to  the  citadel 
of  Riga,  then  in  the  fortrefs  of  Dunamund ;  thence 
removed  to  Oranienburg,  at  the  fouth-eaftern  ex- 
tremity of  european  RufTia.  At  all  thefe  places 
the  being  together  alleviated  the  miferies  of  impri- 
fonment,  and  efpecially  the  humane  behaviour  of 
captain  Korf,  which  firft  awakened  the  gratitude  of 
the  infant  emperor,  and  was  all  his  life  after  recol- 
lected with  emotion ;  folely  on  account  of  this 
lenity,  the  fufpicion  of  the  court  fell  upon  *  Korf, 
and  he  was  removed  from  his  office.  About  the 
latter  end  of  1745,  or  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1746,  the  family  was  feparated ;  all  the  reft  being 
brought  more  northward  to  Kolmogory,  Ivan  was 
left  behind  in  Oranienburg.  To  his  great  misfor- 
tune it  came  into  the  mind  of  a  monk  to  carry  him 
off;  in  their  flight  they  had  reached  Smolenfk, 
where  the  affair  was  difcovered,  and  they  were 
detained.  From  this  place  the  wretched  captive, 
lately  the  envied  emperor  of  a  quarter  of  the  globe, 
was  now  brought,  for  greater  fecurity,  to  Schluffel- 
burg,  and  there  lodged  in  a  cafematt  of  the  fortrefs, 
the  very  loop-hole  of  which  was  immediately  bricked 
up.  He  was  never  brought  out  into  the  open  air, 
and  no  ray  of  heaven  ever  vifited  his  eyes.  In  this 
fubterranean  vault  it  was  neceffary  to  keep  a  lamp 
always  burning ;  and  as  no  clock  was  either  to  be 

*  Afterwards  promoted  to  the  rank  of  genera!  by  Peter  III. 

feen 
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feen  or  heard,  Ivan  knew  no  difference  between 
day  and  night.  His  interior  guard,  a  captain  and 
a  lieutenant,  were  fhut  up  with  him  ;  and  there 
was  a  time  when  they  did  not  dare  to  fpeak  to 
him,  not  fo  much  as  to  anfwer  him  the  fimpleft 
queflion.  What  wonder  if  his  ignorance  mould 
at  length  border  on  ftupidity  ?  This  dreadful 
abode  was  however  afterwards  changed  for  that 
prefently  to  be  defcribed,  in  the  corridor  under  the 
covered  way,  in  the  caftle.  Elizabeth  caufed  him 
once  to  be  brought  in  a  covered  cart  to  Peterfbunr, 
and  faw  and  converfed  with  him.  Peter  III.  alfo 
vifited  him  incognito  ;  and  what  paffed  on  this 
occafion  has  been  already  related.  Catharine  too 
had  a  conversation  with  him  foon  after  the  com- 
mencement of  her  reign,  as  fhe  relates  in  her 
manifefto  of  the  28th  of  Augufl  1764*,  in  order, 
as  is  there  laid,  to  form  a  judgment  of  his  under- 
Handing  and  talents.  To  her  great  furprife  fhe 
found  him  to  the  lad  degree  deficient  in  both. 
She  obferved  in  him  a  total  privation  of  fenfe  and 
reafon,  with  a  defect  in  his  utterance,  that  even 
had  he  anything  rational  to  utter,  would  have 
rendered  him  entirely  unintelligible. 

All  perfons,  however,  were  not  fo  thoroughly 
convinced  of  the  incapacity  of  this  prince.  He  was 
now  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  and 
he  might  evidently  be  made  an  inftrument,  or  at 

*  See  the  appendix  No.  X.  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

b  b  4  lead 
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lead:  a  pretence,  for  exciting  dangerous  commotions. 
His  juft  title  to  the  crown,  of  which  he  had  been 
formerly  in  poffeffion,  his  long  fufferings,,  without 
any  other  guilt  than  that  pofTeiTion  and  that  title, 
his  youth,  and  even  the  obfcurity  which  attended 
his  life,  and  which  therefore  gave  latitude  for  con- 
jecture and  invention,  formed  very  proper  materials 
for  working  on  the  minds  of  the  populace. 

At  the  moment  when  Catharine  was  taking  her 
departure  from  the  refidence,  fhe  had  intelligence 
of  frefli  confpiracies  among  the  guards.  Several  of 
them  were  taken  up :  but  experience  having  fhewn 
that  the  detection  of  one  confpiracy  always  encou- 
raged the  hatching  of  fome  other ;  and,  willing  to 
avoid  irritating  the  multitude  by  the  frequency  of 
punifhments,  the  confpirators  were  proceeded  againfl 
in  private,  and  many  of  them  were  fullered  to  pine 
out  their  lives  in  prifon.     , 

From  the  depth  of  this  dungeon  prince  Ivan 
afforded  hopes  to  thofe  who  held  in  abhorrence  the 
prefent  ufurpation.  It  was  for  refioring  the  throne 
to  this  unfortunate  captive  that  almofl  all  thefe  plots 
were  formed.  It  was  for  his  fake  that  men,  who 
had  never  feen  him,  and  whofe  very  exiflence  was 
utterly  unknown  to  him,  were  continually  braving 
the  fcafrbld.  Faithful  to  the  fyftem  of  calumny 
that  had  been  of  fuch  fervice  to  the  deftru&ion  of 
Peter  III.  the  court  of  Ruflia  incelTantly  employed 
it  againfl  Ivan.  One  while  it  was  given  out  that 
he  was  ftupid,  and  incapable  of  uttering  articulate 

founds j 
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founds ;  at  another,  that  he  was  a  drunkard,  and 
as  ferocious  as  a  favage.  Sometimes  it  was  even 
pretended,  that  he  was  fubjecl  to  fits  of  madnefs, 
and  believed  himfelf  a  prophet.  But  many  there 
were  to  whom  thefe  reports  feemed  no  better  than 
tales  invented  by  the  blackeft  malignity,  and  after- 
wards innocently  propagated  by  perfons  who  did 
not  reflect  on  the  numberlefs  interefts  that  might 
concur  in  their  invention.  Doubtlefs,  Ivan,  to 
whom  all  kinds  of  inftruction  were  refufed  *,  and 
who  was  kept  fhut  up  in  a  loathfome  prifon,  denied 
the  converfe  of  any  human  being  from  whom  he 
could  derive  information,  muft  necefTarily  have 
been  of  a  very  confined  understanding  ;  but  there 
is  (till  a  great  diftance  between  ignorance  and  im- 
becility or  madnefs.  What  evidently  proves  that 
Ivan  was  neither  mad  nor  flupid  is,  in  the  firft 
place,  the  converfation  he  hadf  at  count  Schuvalof  's 
with  the  emprefs  Elizabeth.  Not  only  the  graces 
of  his  figure  and  the  accents  of  his  voice,  but  the 
moving  complaints  he  uttered,  awakened  the  fen- 
fibility  of  all  that  were  prefent,  and  even  drew  from 
the  emprefs  abundance  of  tears.  If  that  young 
prince  had  committed  fome  act  of  lunacy,  would  it 

*  He  was  turned  of  eight  years  old  when  he  wa3  feparated 
from  his  father  and  mother,  who  probably  had  begun  to  inftrufh 
him.  It  has  moreover  been  affirmed,  that  a  german  officer  who 
for  fome  time  had  the  cuftody  of  him,  clandeftinely  taught  hiai 
to  read. 

f  In  1756. 

have 
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have  failed  of  publication  ?  Again,  afterwards  we 
find  a  frefh  proof  of  his  good  fenfe  and  his  fenfibility 
in  the  difcourfe  which  he  held  to  Peter  III.  when 
he  faw  him  for  the  firft  time  at  SchlufTelburg. 
Baron  Korf  and  Leo  Narifhkin  communicated  it  to 
feveral  perfons,  as  we  have  related  it  in  a  former 
part  of  this  volume*.  Peter  III.  talked  with  him 
feveral  times  afterwards,  and  perfifled  in  his  in- 
tention of  declaring  him  his  heir.  Now  it  may 
well  be  imagined,  that  Volkof,  Gudovitch,  and  his 
other  confidants,  would  have  difTuaded  him  from 
it,  if  they  could  have  brought  themfelves  to  imagine 
Ivan  likely  to  be  forever  unfit  to  wear  the  crown. 
But,  to  conclude,  whatever  might  be  the  character 
of  that  prince,  the  daring  attempts  that  were  re- 
peatedly made  in  his  favour  did  not  render  him 
lefs  formidable  to  Catharine  and  to  the  tranquillity 
of  the  empire. 

Chance  foon  furnifhed  an  inftrument  to  put  him 
out  of  the  way  of  being  any  diflurbance  to  either. 
The  regiment  of  Smolenfk  was  in  garrifon  in  the 
town  of  SchlufTelburg  ;  and  a  company  of  about  one 
hundred  men  guarded  the  fortrefs  in  which  prince 
Ivan  was  confined.  In  this  regiment,  as  fecond 
lieutenant,  was  an  officer  named  Vaflily  Mirovitch, 
whofe  grandfather  had  been  implicated  in  the  rebel- 

*  See  p.  196,  &  fqq.  Bufching  cites  It  from  Korf,  in  the  6th 
volume  of  his  hiftorical  magazine  ;  but  the  manner  in  which  he 
fpeaks  mews  clearly  that  he  does  it  with  refervation. 

lion 
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lion  of  the  kozak  Mazeppa,  and  had  fought  under 
Charles  XII.  againft  Peter  the  great.  The  efiates 
of  the  family  of  Mirovitch  had  accordingly  been 
forfeited  to  the  crown.  This  young  man,  who  had 
a  good  (hare  of  ambition,  preferred  with  warmth 
his  pretenfions  to  have  them  reftored ;  and  this  it 
was  that  made  him,  known  at  court.  The  family- 
eftates  were  not  given  back  ;  but  he  was  continually 
flattered  with  the  hopes  of  their  t  recovery,  if  he 
would  lhew  himfelf  active  in  fecuring  tire  tranquillity 
of  the  empire. 

The  inner  guard  placed  over  the  imperial  pri- 
foner  confided  of  two  officers,  captain  Vlaffief  and 
lieutenant  Tfchekin,  who  flept  with  him  in  his  cell. 
Thefe  had  a  difcretionary  order  figned  by  the 
emprefs,  by  which  they  were  enjoined  to  put  the 
unhappy  prince  to  death,  on  any  infurrection  that 
might  be  made  in  his  favour,  on  the  prefumption 
that  it  could  not  otherwife  be  quelled. 

The  door  of  Ivan's  prifon  opened  under  a  fort  of 
low  arcades*,  which,  together  with  it,  form   the 

*  It  was  found  impracticable  to  give  an  exact  view  of  this 
place  in  our  plate  of  SchlufTelburg  caftle.  The  reader  will  there- 
fore fupply  this  defect  by  fuppofing  a  row  of  fmall  ilore- rooms 
opening  under  an  arched  way,  with  a  feparate  door  to  each,  and 
a  fmall  window  of  four  panes  of  glafs  by  the  fide  of  it.  The 
writer  of  this  note  vifited  the  caftle  in  1784,  and  meeting  with 
many  civilities  from  the  governor,  afked  him  after  that  in  which 
prince  Ivan  had  been  confined.  On  being  (hewn  it,  he  eafily 
took  out  the  piece  of  wood  with  which  one  of  the  panes  of  the 
little  window  had  been  repaired;  and, looking  in,  perceived  the  cell 
to  contain  only  an  old  deal  table  and  a  chair  of  the  fame  material. 

thicknefs 
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thicknefs  of  the  caftle-wall  within  the  ramparts  ;  in 
this  arcade  or  corridor  eight  foldiers  ufually  kept 
guard,  as  well  on  his  account,  as  becaufe  the  feveral 
vaults  on  a  line  with  his  contain  flores  of  various 
kinds  for  the  ufe  of  the  fortrefs.  The  other  foldiers 
were  in  the  guard-houfe,  at  the  gate  of  the  caftle, 
and  at  their  proper  ftations.  The  detachment  had 
for  its  commander  an  officer,  who  himfelf  was  under 
the  orders  of  the  governor. 

It  has  been  affirmed,  that  fome  time  before  the 
execution  of  his  project,  Mirovitch  had  opened  him- 
felf to  a  lieutenant  of  the  regiment  of  Veliki  Luki, 
named  Ufchakof ;  and  that  this  Ufchakof  bound 
himfelf  by  an  oath,  which  he  took  at  the  altar  of 
the  church  of  St.  Mary  of  Kazan  *  in  St.  Petersburg, 
to  aid  him  in  the  enterprife  to  the  beft  of  his  power. 
But  as  this  latter  was  drowned,  a  few  days  after 
this  is  faid  to  have  happened,  as  he  was  affiiling  in 
the  launch  of  a  veflei  •>  it  is  impoffible  to  afcertain  the 

It  is  more  apparent  that  he  talked  in  vague  terms 
of  the  confpiracy  with  one  of  the  valets  of  the  court, 
and  that  he  mentioned  it  afterwards  to  Simeon 
Tfchevaridef,  lieutenant  of  artillery,  and  fpoke  of 
the  advantages  that  would  accrue  from  the  refcue 
of  Ivan,  and  the  delivering  of  him  to  the  regiments 
cf  the  guards.  While  he  thought  to  raife  his  con- 
fluence by  putting  on  the  air  of  a  confpirator 

*  Vulgarly  called  the  Kazanfeoi  church. 

without 
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without  accomplices,  he  however  faid  nothing  to 
Tfchevaridef  pofitively  either  of  the  time  or  the 
manner  of  executing  his  plot. 

He  had  already  performed  his  week's  duty  in  the 
fortrefs,  without  venturing  an  attempt.  But,  tor- 
mented by  the  anxieties  arifing  from  fufpenfe,  and 
condemning  his  own  irrefolution,  he  afked  permif- 
fion  to  be  continued  on  guard  for  one  week  longer. 
This  extraordinary  flep  feems  not  to  have  excited 
any  fufpicions  in  a  governor  who  was  entrufted 
with  fo  very  important  and  critical  a  charge ;  and 
the  requeft  of  Mirovitch  was  granted  him  without 
hefitation. 

After  having  admitted  into  his  confidence  a  man 
of  the  name  of  Jacob  Pifhkof,  he  began  at  about 
ten  o'clock  on  a  fine  fummer's  night  *,  to  fall  into 
converfation  with  three  corporals  and  two  common 
foldiers  ;  and  after  tampering  with  them  fome  time, 
and  obviating  fuch  difficulties  as  were  fuggefted  by 
their  fears,  they  wrere  foon  gained  over  to  his  plan, 
and  they  promifed  to  follow  his  orders.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  whether  from  timidity  or  from  precaution, 
they  refolved  with  one  confent  to  wait  till  the  night 
was  farther  advanced.  Between  the  hours  of  one 
and  two  in  the  morning,  they  came  together  again. 
Mirovitch  and  the  corporals  then  procured  about 
fiftyf  of  the  foldiers  who  were  on  guard  to  put 

*  The  TVh  of  July. 

f  It  is  probable  that  thirty-eight  was  the  exact  number. 

tbemfeives 
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themfelves  under  arms,  and  thus  marched  towards 
the  prifon  of  Ivan.  On  the  way  they  met  Beredni- 
kof,  the  governor  of  the  fortrefs,  whom  they  thought 
fad  locked  in  the  arms  of  fleep ;  but  who,  roufed 
by  fome  noife,  whether  made  by  them,  or  accidentally 
oceafioned,  had  come  out  to  fee  what  was  the  matter. 
The  governor  authoritatively  demanded  of  Mirovitch 
the  reafon  of  his  appearance  in  arms  at  the  head  of 
the  foldiers  ?  Without  returning  any  anfwer,  Mi- 
rovitch knocked  him  down  with  the  butt  end  of  his 
firelock,  and,  ordering  fome  of  his  people  to  fecure 
him,  continued  his  march. 

Having  wounded  and  fecured  the  governor, 
Mirovitch  loll  no  time  to  improve  his  advantage. 
Being  arrived  at  the  corridor'  into  which  the  door 
of  Ivan's  chamber  6pened,  he  advanced  furioufly 
at  the  head  of  his  troop,  and  attacked  the  handful 
of  foldiers  who  guarded  prince  Ivan.  He  was  re- 
ceived with  fpirit  by  the  guard,  who  quickly  repulfed 
him.  He  immediately  ordered  his  men  to  fire  upon 
them,  which  they  did.  The  centinels  returned  their 
fire ;  when  thefe  confpirators,  at  the  fame  time  the 
mofl  defperate  and  the  mod  timid  of  mankind, 
were  obliged  to  retire,  though  neither  on  one 
fide  nor  the  other  was  there  a  fmgle  man  killed,  or 
even  wounded  in  the  flighted  degree. 

The  foldiers  of  Mirovitch,  furprifed  at  the  redd- 
ance  they  met,  (hewed  figns  of  an  inclination  to 
retreat.  Their  chief  withheld  them  j  but  they  in* 
fided  on  his  mewing  them  the  order  which  he  laid 

he 
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he  had  received  from  Peterfburg.  He'  directly 
drew  from  his  pocket  and  read  to  them  a  forged 
decree  of  the  fenate,  recalling  prince  Ivan  to  the 
throne,  and  excluding  Catharine  from  it,  becaufe 
fhe  was  gone  into  Livonia  to  marry  count  Ponia- 
tofsky.  The  ignorant  and  credulous  foldiers  im- 
plicitly gave  credit  to  the  decree,  and  again  put 
themfelves  in  order  to  obey  him.  A  piece  of  artillery 
was  now  brought  from  the  ramparts  to  Mirovitch, 
who  himfelf  pointed  it  at  the  door  of  the  dungeon, 
and  was  preparing  to  batter  the  place ;  but  at  that 
inftant  the  door  opened,  and  he  entered,  unmolefted, 
with  all  his  fuite. 

The  officers  Vlaffief  and  Tfchekin,  commanders 
of  the  guard  which  was  fet  on  the  prince,  were  mitf 
up  with  him,  and  had  called  out  to  the  centinels  to 
fire.  But,  on  feeing  this  formidable  preparative, 
and  hearing  Mirovitch  give  orders  to  beat  in  the 
door,  they  thought  it  expedient  to  take  couniei 
together.  And,  firft,  they  held  it  impoflible  to  refill 
fuch  a  fuperior  force  as  that  which  they  had  lately 
beaten  off.  Then  they  took  into  confideration  the 
dreadful  confequences  which  mult  inevitably  enfue, 
to  the  public  peace  and  the  fafety  of  the  empire,  if 
their  prifoner  mould  be  enlarged ;  and,  laftly, 
they  fet  before  their  eyes  the  punifhment  that 
would  be  inflicted  on  them  by  the  government 
in  cafe  their  charge  fhould  be  taken  from  them, 
though  againft  their  will,  and  after  all  pofnble  re- 
finance. 

On 


3&4  LIFE    OF    THE  [1764* 

On  this  confultation,  they  came  to  the  dreadful 
refolution  of  aiTaffinating  the  unfortunate  captive, 
over  whofe  life  they  were  to  watch,  unterrified  with 
the  dangers  which  manifestly  waited  this  horrid  act, 
directly  hanging  over  them  from  a  defperate  force, 
which  (to  give  any  colour  to  their  proceeding)  they 
muft  have  concluded  irrefiftible. 

At  the  noife  of  the  firing  Ivan  had  awoke  ;  and, 
hearing  the  cries  and  the  threats  of  his  guards,  he 
conjured  them  to  fpare  his  miferable  life.     But,  on 
feeing  thefe  barbarians  had  no  regard  to  his  prayers, 
he  found  new  force   in  his  defpair  ;  and,  though 
naked,    defended  himfelf  for  a  confiderable  time. 
Having  his  right  hand  pierced  through  and  his  body 
covered  with  wounds,  he  feized  the  fword  from  one 
of  the  monfters,  and  broke  it ;  but  while  he  was 
itruggling  to  get  the  piece    out  of  his  hand,  the 
other  {Tabbed    him  from  behind,  and    threw  him 
down.     He  who  had  his  fword  broke  now  plunged 
his  bayonet  into  his  body,  and   feveral  times  re- 
peating his  blow,   under  thefe  Strokes  the  unhappy 
prince  expired. 

They  then  opened  the  door,  and  fhewed  Miro- 
vitch  at  once  the  bleeding  body  of  the  murdered 
prince,  and  the  order  by  which  they  were  authorifed 
to  put  him  to  death,  if  any  attempt  mould  be  made 
to  convey  him  away. 

Mirovitch,  {truck  with  horror,  at  firft  flarted 
back  fome  paces ;  then  threw  himfelf  on  the  body 
of  Ivan,  and  cried  out :  —  "I  have  miffed  my  aim  ; 

"  I  have 
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*c  I  have  now  nothing  to  do  but  to  die.*'  —  But  he 
preiently  rofe  up.  So  far  from  attempting  to  flee 
from  the  punilhment  which  he  mud  now  forefee, 
or  to  take  his  revenge  on  the  two  afTaffins  by 
fhooting  them  on  the  fpot,  he  returned  to  the 
place  where  he  had  left  the  governor  in  the  hands 
of  his  foldiers )  and,  fur  rendering  to  him  his 
fword,  coldly  faid  :  —  "  It  is  I  that  am  now  your 
**  prifoner.*' 

The  next  day  the  body  of  the  poor  unfortunate 
Ivan  was  expofed  before  the  church  *  in  the  caftle 
of  Schluffelburg,  clothed  in  the  habit  of  a  failor. 
As  foon  as  it  was  known,  immenfe  crowds  of  people 
flocked  thither  from  the  neighbouring  towns  and 
from  St.  Peterfburg  ;  and  it  is  impoffible  to  de. 
fcribe  the  grief  and  indignation  that  were  excited 
&t  the  view  of  an  unfortunate  being,  who,  after 
having  been  cruelly  precipitated  from  the  throne 
while  yet  in  his  cradle,  paffed  his  days  in  a  dark 
and  doleful  dungeon,  where  he  was  inhumanly  put 
to  death  by  affaflins.     Ivan  was  full  fix  feet  high* 

*  An  old  Jutheran  church  built  of  timber  for  the  life  of  the 
garrifon  while  Noeteburg  was  in  poffeflion  of  the  Swedes,  long 
before  it  was  taken  from  them  by  Peter  the  great.  The  church 
is  in  a  very  decayed  ftate,  full  of  rubbifh,  and  not  employed  ih 
any  religious  purpofes.  The  painted  altar  is  removed  from  it* 
proper  place  at  the  eaft  end,  and  Hands  agr.ini!:  the  north  fide  wall, 
and  in  its  place,  filling  the  enclofure  where  the  altar  rails  have 
been,  is  a  large  pile  of  deal  planks,  in  a  (late  of  rottennefs:  under 
this  Hack  of  wodd  the  body  of  Ivan  was  thrown,  where  it  lay  for 
JTome  time. 

VOL,  U  C  C  with 
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with  a  fine  blond  head  of  hair,  a  red  beard,  regular 
features,  and  of  a  complexion  extremely  fair : 
accordingly,  the  beauty  of  his  perfon  and  his 
youth  *  heightened  the  fenfibility  that  was  uni- 
verfaliy  difcovered  at  the  unhappinefs  of  his  lot, 
and  the  cruelty  of  his  murderers.  His  body  was 
wrapt  up  in  a  fheep-fkin,  put  into  a  coffin,  and  in- 
humed without  ceremony. 

The  concourfe  and  the  murmurs  increafed  to 
fuch  a  degree  that  a  tumult  was  now  apprehended. 
To  avoid  any  fatal  confequences  to  themfelves  the 
two  aflaffins  Vlaffief  and  Tfchekin,  as  foon  as  they 
had  perpetrated  their  crime,  put  themfelves  on  board 
of  a  veffel  which  they  found  on  the  point  of  failing 
for  Denmark,  where,  on  their  arrival,  the  ruffian 
minifter  took  them  under  his  protection  f.   . 

The  governor  of  SchlufTelburg  difpatched  to 
Peterfburg  a  full  relation  of  the  horrid  outrage 
of  Mirovitch,  and  of  the  tragical  end  of  Ivan.  He 
accompanied  this  account  with  a  manifeflo  that  had 
been  found  in  the  pocket  of  Mirovitch,  and  which, 
it  was  faid,  had  been  long-fabricated  in  concert  with 
lieutenant  Ofchakof.  This  manifeflo,  which  con- 
tained  many  fcurrilous  invectives  and  imprecations 
againft  Catharine,  and  reprefented  prince  Ivan  as 
the  fole  legitimate  emperor,  it  was  obferved,  was 
to  have  been  publiflied  at  the  moment  the  prince 

*  He  had  not  yet  completed  his  24th  year. 
■\  They  fhortly  after  returned  to  Ruflia,  and  were  advanced  in 
the  fervice. 

4  was 
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was  fet  at  liberty  and  was  making  his  entry  into  St. 
Petersburg.  Panin  immediately  fent  off  a  courier 
to  the  emprefs  with  an  exacl  account  of  thefe  par* 
ticulars. 

Her  majefty  was  then  at  Riga ;  and,  under  a 
vifible  impatience  of  mind,  was  frequently  inquiring 
after  news  from  the  refidence :  a  circumftance  by 
no  means  unaccountable,  if  we  confider  the  fre- 
quent caufes  of  alarm  from  plots  and  cabals  with 
which  me  had  been  inceffantly  haraiTed  fince  the 
beginning  of  her  reign.  Her  inquietude  increafed. 
from  day  to  day,  and  fhe  would  often  rife  in  the 
night  to  afk  whether  no  courier  was  arrived  *.  Some 
perfons  afterwards  recollected  thefe  circumftances 
to  her  difadvantage,  as  if  fhe  was  anxioufly  counting 
the  days  fmce  the  period  when  Mirovitch  was 
ftationed  on  guard  f .  At  length,  after  three  days 
had  elapfed,  the  difpatches  of  Panin  were  brought 
to  hand. 

The  trial  of  the  confpirators  was  remitted  to  the 
fenate ;  they  condemned  Mirovitch  to  death  ;  and 
he  was  publicly  executed  J  in  purfuance  of  his  fen- 

*  Thefe  fa&s  have  often  been  confirmed  by  general  Brown  ; 
who,  being  a  good  roman  catholic,  honefily  attributed  thefe  per- 
turbations of  Catharine  to  fupernatural  prefentiments. 

f  The  circumftance  that  Mirovitch  had  fuffered  his  week's  duty 
on  guard  to  expire  before  he  could  fumrrion  up  courage  enough  to 
attempt  the  execution  of  his  project,  was  not,  on  this  occafion, 

I  forgotten. 
J  September  the  26th. 
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tence.  The  inferior  actors  in  this  defign  did  not 
fufFer  death,  but  were  fubjected  to  other  punifh- 
merits  perhaps  not  lefs  fevere.  The  officers,  who 
put  the  prince  to  death,  were,  in  coniideration  of 
their  good  intentions  to  the  quiet  of  the  ftate, 
amply  rewarded  for  their  fidelity.  A  manifefto 
appeared  by  authority  *,  giving  an  account  of  the 
whole  procedure.  It  was  filled  with  expreffions 
of  humanity  and  piety,  which  fort  of  language 
feemed  now  to  be  the  office  ftyle  of  the  court  of 
Petersburg. 

The  public  was  much  divided  in  opinion  con- 
cerning the  whole  of  this  transaction.  It  was 
thought  inconceivable  that  an  infignificant  private 
individual  mould  hazard  an  enterprife,  which,  if  even 
at  firft  all  things  mould  go  well,  yet  could  never  be 
profecuted  to  final  fuccefs  by  him  ;  that  in  the 
attack  no  one  mould  be  hurt;  that  upon  Ivan's 
death  all  mould  be  immediately  as  quiet  as  if 
nothing  had  happened  ;  that  no  inquiry  was  fet 
on  foot  about  any  accomplices  in  Petersburg, 
of  which  there  had  been  fome  talk  at  firft  ;  feemed 
to  give  room  to  furmife  that  fimply  this  death  was 
the  object  in  view,  and  to  this  fole  end  the  whole 
machinery  was  directed.  None  of  the  court  party 
could  have  done  this  fervice  to  the  abfent  emprefs, 
without  her  knowledge  and  confent.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  flanderous  manifefto  found  upon 

*  See  the  appendix  at  the  end  of  the'  volume. 

Mircvitck. 
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Mirovitch  was  produced,  which  he  intended  fo 
have  publifhed  immediately  upon  his  having  Ivan 
in  his  pofleflion,  and  which  count  Panin,  it  was 
faid,  had  actually  read  and  fent  to  the  fovereign ; 
but  particularly  the  execution  of  the  rebel :  if 
indeed  it  were  he,  and  not  fome  unknown  male- 
factor, who  underwent  that  punifhment,  was  urged 
in  fupport  of  their  fentiments  by  thofe  who  efpoufed 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  queftion.  —  Let  it  fuffice, 
the  public  emotions  of  piry  and  difpleafure  at  the 
fad  catafirophe  of  the  imperial  progeny,  and  himfelf 
once  emperor,  were  plainly  manifefted  by  every 
kind  of  expreiiion.  The  multitudes  of  people  who, 
notwithftanding  all  that  could  be  done  to  check  their 
impetuofity,  dill  flocked  to  the  cattle,  infilling  on 
feeing  the  body,  were  fo  great,  that  the  government 
was  obliged  to  give  orders  to  remove  it  from,  the 
cattle-church,  and  convey  it  in  the  filence  of  the 
night  with  the  utmoft  fecrecy,  to  the  monaftery 
of  Tichfina,  two  hundred  verfts  from  Peterfburg. 
Among  the  regiments  of  guards  in  that  city,  who 
thought  they  had  the  exclufive  right  to  depofe  and 
to  murder  emperors,  violent  commotions  arofej 
that  efpecialiy  in  the  night  of  the  24th  of  July, 
caufed  the  greateft  alarm  :  it  was  only  by  the 
prudent  meafure  of  prince  Gallitzin,  who  caufed 
powder  and  ball  to  be  publicly  dittributed  among 
the  marching  regiments  that  were  encamped  in  the 
vicinity  of  Peterfburg,  that  tranquillity  was  reftored. 
When  the  two  officers  by  whom  the  prince  was 
c  c  3  affaffinated 
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affafllnated  appeared  at  court,  every  one  beheld 
them  with  looks  of  undiifembled  contempt  and 
abhorrence. 

Catharine's  throne  was  now  firmly  eftablifhed. 
Even  the  angry  fpirit  that  perfecuted  the  family  of 
Ivan  feemed  at  length  appeafed.  As  her  majefly 
afterwards  fet  at  liberty  the  other  members  of  it, 
it  may  be  neceflary  to  make  fome  brief  mention  of 
them  here.  The  parents  and  relations  of  the  un- 
fortunate young  emperor  had  been  brought  to  KoL* 
mogory,  a  village-like  town  in  the  government  of 
Archangel,  on  an  ill  and  of  the  Dvina.  Here  they 
dwelt  poor  and  melancholy,  in  clofe  confinement. 
The  mother,  Anna  Carlovna,  died  in  child-bed, 
while  Elizabeth  was  yet  reigning  in  March  1746, 
and  was  taken  hence,  and  buried  in  the  fame  mo- 
naftery  where  afterwards  Peter  III.  at  laft  found 
reft  The  father,  Anthony  Ulric,  died  in  1776. 
Ke  left  behind  him  two  princes,  Peter  and  Alexey, 
two  princefles,  Catharine  and  Elizabeth,  and  feverai 
natural  children  :  all,  except  the  elder  of  the  prin- 
ceffes,  born  in  prifon.  For  a  feries  of  feventeen 
years  they  were  very  feverely  treated  by  Golovtzin, 
the  laft  viceroy  of  Archangel.  After  his  death, 
which  happened  in  1779,  Catharine  appointed  in  his 
place  a  man  of  more  generous  fentiments,  the  gene- 
ral-governor  Melgunef,  who  vifited  the  unfortunate 
capiives,  adrniniftered  to  them  every  confolation  in 
his  power,  took  with  him  a  letter  from  the  princefs 
Elizabeth  to  the  emprefs  ;  and,  on  delivering  it, 

defcribed 
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defcribed  their  iituation  in  fuch  affe&ing  terms,  that 
her  majefty  immediately  refolved  to  open  a  nego- 
tiation with  the  court  cf  Denmark.  The  dowager- 
queen  of  that  kingdom,  Juliana  Maria,  was  a  filler 
of  duke  Anthony  Ulric.  In-  the  following  year, 
1780,  the  bufinefs  was  brought  to  a  conclufion: 
the  accommodation  .was  eafy,  as  Catharine  acted 
with  her  wonted  magnanimity.  If,  as  is  probable, 
a  deed  of  renunciation  of  all  pretenfions  to  the  ruffian 
throne  was  required  of  the  ftate  prifoners  in  behalf 
of  themfelves  and  their  pofterity,  it  could  not  be  a 
matter  to  occafion  any  difficulty.  The  emprefs 
dire&ly  fent  them  two  hundred  thoufand  rubles,  to 
provide  the  family  with  clothes,  plate,  porcelaine, 
&c.  befitting  their  rank.  This  fhe  accompanied 
with  a  prefent  of  rich  furs  and  jewels  from  the  im- 
perial cabinet ;  and  appointed  perfons  of  quality  to 
attend  the  princes  and  princeffes  on  their  voyage. 
At  Archangel  Melgunef  firfl:  difcovered  to  them 
their  liberation,  and  the  intended  voyage  to  Den- 
mark. They  heard  the  news  with  forrow,  and 
earneftly  iritreated  to  be  fent  back  to  their  old 
prifon ;  till  the  perfuafions  of  the  generous  Mel- 
gunef raifed  their  fpirits,  and  infpired  them  with 
courage*.     In  July  a  frigate  brought  the  whole 

family 

*  The  dowager-queen  of  Denmark,  in  the  letter  of  thanks 
whifih  fhe  wrote  to  the  emprefs  in  terms  of  the  tendered  fen- 
fibility,  highly  extolled,  as  fhe  had  reafon  to  do,  the  behaviour  of 
this  worthy  man  in  the  whole  of  his  conduit..     This  teftimony 

cc{  iavtd 
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family  to  Bergen  in  Norway,  where  the  princes  an4 
princefTes  were  taken  on  board  a  danifh  fhip,  leaving 
(he  illegitimate  children  to  return  with  the  imperial 
frigate.      The    parting    with    thefe    half-relatives 
excited  the  mod  painful  emotions  in  the  breafts  of 
the  family.     The  molt  fenfible  of  them,  Elizabeth, 
furvived  not  long  her  grief  and  the  fhock  her  frame 
had  received  at  this  fudden  change  of  fortune.  The 
four  brothers  and  fillers  of  Ivan  were,  at  the  time 
when  they  obtained  their  liberty,  between  thirty  and 
forty  years  of  age.     The  danifh  court  afligned  them 
the  city  of  Horfens  in  Yutland,  as  the  place  of  their 
yefidence.     Towards  their  eftablifhment  there  Ca- 
tharine prefented  them  with  twenty  thoufand  rubles, 
$nd   paid  annually  to   the   maintenance   of  their 
dignity  thirty  thoufand  rubles.     In  October  1782, 
the  princefs  Elizabeth  died  at  Horfens;  and  her 
death  was  followed  by  that  of  her  brother  Alexey 
in  October  1787.     The  natural  children  of  the  duke 
of  Brunfwic  received  in  Ruffia  an  annual  penfion  ; 
pne  of  them,  a  daughter  named  Amelia,  after  hey 
return,    married     lieutenant    Karikin,    who,    for 
twelve  years,  had  the  guard  of  the  family  at  KoL 


favcd  Mm,  on  occafion  of  an  unmerited  accufation  that  was 
brought  again!!  him  concerning  his  behaviour  in  thisbufinefs,  and 
which  threatened  him  with  imminent  danger  :  and,  on  his  having 
juftirkd  hjtfifelf,  to  the  fatisfaclion  of  all  impartial  judges,  Ca- 
tharine rewarded  him  with  the  order  of  St.  Andrew,  and  made 
him.  many  prefents  befides. 

9  mogory, 
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jnogory,  and  with  whom  fhe  had  long  been  in- 
timately acquainted. 

To  return  to  our  hiftory.  Catharine  foon  after 
the  (hocking  event  that  had  happened  at  Schluflel- 
burg,  arrived  from  off  her  journey  through  the 
conquered,  provinces.  Cn  her  entry  int.o  Peterf- 
burg,  fhe  was  furrounded  by  an  immenfe  concourfe 
of  people,  who  endeavoured  to  find  out  by  her  coun- 
tenance what  was  pafling  in  her  heart ;  but,  always 
miftrefs  of  herfelf,  the  face  of  that  princefs  was  ever 
covered  with  fmiles.  Her  ftep  was  as  firm,  her  front 
#s  ferene,  as  thofe  who  feel  no  inward  reproaches 
ufually  are. 

Lieutenant-general  Veymar  had  already  been 
charged  to  repair  to  Schlufielburg.  After  having 
privately  examined  Mirovitch  and  his  accomplices, 
they  were  brought  to  Petersburg,  where  their  trial 
was  opened  before  a  commhTion  compofed  of  five 
prelates,  of  an  equal  number  of  fenators,  and  feveral 
general  officers.  Mirovitch  appeared  before  the 
judges  with  all  that  tranquillity  which  only  the  hope 
of  pardon  can  communicate  to  a  criminal  like  him. 
fie  replied  with  a  frivolous  and  often  infolent  air  to 
the  interrogatories  that  were  put  to  him.  It  is  true 
that  the  judges  themfelves  feemed  not  to  make  it  a 
matter  of  great  importance,  and  rather  appeared  as 
if  they  dreaded  to  fathom  this  execrable  myftery. 
fine  alone  *  had  fo  much  fenfe  of  propriety  as  to 

*  H«  was  a  fcnator. 

declare 
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declare  againfl  fuch  an  extraordinnry  mode  of  pro- 
cedure. But  he  was  blamed  for  his  indifcreet  zeal, 
and  advifed  to  keep  fiJence,  if  he  would  not  lofe  his 
office,  and  be  degraded  from  his  rank  of  noblefTe. 
In  fine,  after  fome  days  fpent  in  the  trial,  Mirovitch 
was  condemned  to  lofe  his  head*,  not  as  guilty  of 
high  treafon,  but  only  as"  a  difturber  of  the  public 
peace.  Unmoved  at  this  fentence,  he  walked  to  the 
fcaffold  like  a  man  who  had  nothing  to  fear,  and  who 
thought  himfelf  fure  of  obtaining  a  pardon,  as 
indeed,  according  to  a  report,  it  had  been  promifed 
him.  But  if  he  really  reckoned  on  a  pardon,  he  was 
cruelly  deceived.  The  time  for  his  execution  was 
accelerated,  and  the  unhappy  wretch,  if  he  had 
before  been  the  inftrument,  was  now  the  victim  of  a 
barbarous  policy.  Thofe  who  confidered  him  in  the 
former  point  of  view  were  aftonifhed  that  the  em- 
prefs  mould  fuffer  him  to  fall  under  the  axe.  But 
how  could  me  have  fcreened  him  from  punifhment 
without  manifeflly  drawing  upon  herfelf  the  charge 
of  having  prompted  his  crime  ?  and  if  Ihe  were  really 
concerned  in  it,  can  it  be  thought  that  fhe  would 
hefitate  a  moment  in  getting  rid  of  a  witnefs  who 
would  have  expofed  her  to  everlafting  vexation  ? 

Mirovitch  was  the  only  perfon  condemned  to 
death.  The  foldiers  whom  he  had  engaged  to  join 
him  in  the  intended  refcue  were  punifhed  with 
various  degrees  of  feverity.     Pifhkof,  who  was  con« 

*  On  the  26th  of  September, 

fidered 
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fidered  as  the  mod  guilty,  was  fentenced  to  run  the 
gantlet  twelve  times  through  a  line  of  a  thoufand 
men.  The  three  corporals  and  the  two  fuzileers, 
feduced  after  Pifhkof,  were  flogged  ten  times  along 
the  fame  line  ;  after  which  they  were  put  to  the 
public  works,  with  a  log  chained  to  their  leg'.  The 
other  foldiers  who  acted  under  the  orders  of  Miro- 
vitch  were  likewife  whipped  through  the  ranks  ;  and 
after  being  incorporated  in  other  regiments,  were 
fent  into  diftant  garrifons.  Tfchevaridef  was  de- 
graded from  his  rank  of  officer,  for  having  heard 
without  revealing  the  vague  confidential  communi- 
cations of  Mirovitch.  Fifty-eight  perfons  were 
punilhed.  A  great  appearance  of  feverity  was  exer- 
cifed  againft  them  ;  and  this,  among  other  circum- 
ftances,  was  calculated  to  obviate  any  fufpicions  tha£ 
might  arife  concerning  any  more  eminent  inftigators 
of  their  crime. 
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CHAP.    VI. 

DjfcGntenis   at  Peter/burg.  —  Mifunderftanding   be- 
tween  the  Counts    Gregory  Orlof  and  Panin.  — • 
Viffenfky  becomes  Favourite  of  the  Emprefs.  —  Rejig- 
nation  of  the  Chancellor  Vorontzof.  —  Prince  Rad- 
zivil  at  the  Head  of  the  Confederates.  —  The  Bifhop 
ef  Cracow   carried  off.  —  The  Duke  de  Cholfeul 
incites  the  Turks  to  declare  war  againft  Ruffia.  — 
Treaty  entered  into  by  the  Emprefs  with  England.  — 
Tournament  at  Peierfhiirg.  —  Reform  of  the  Courts 
cfjiiftice.  —  Convocation  of  Deputies  from  all  the  Pro- 
vinces of  the  Empire.  —  Wife  reply  oftheSamoyedes. 
Wicked  Attempt  of  Tfchoglokof.  — r  Travels  of  fever  al 
learned  Men  in  the  Interior  ofRuffia.  —  Academical 
Infiitutions.  —  Inoculation  of  the  Emprefs  and  the 
Grand  Duke,  with  other  Events  from  1764  /o  1 768. 

1  he  beneficial  effects  of  Catharine's  regulations 
and  eftablifhments  for  the  internal  adminiflration  of 
government  were  every  day  becoming  more  ap- 
parent in  all  parts  of  Ruffia.  That  vafl  empire, 
rendered  more  compact,  better  regulated,  more 
fimply  crganifed,  animated  with  a  new  fpirit,  mull 
naturally  have  a  powerful  influence  on  the  com- 
merce,  on  the  finances,  the  politics,  nay  even  on 
the  exiftence  of  the  other  nations  of  the  earth :  and 

it 
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it  certainly  had.     The  time  was  pad  when  foreign 
cabinets,  with  a  fort  of  affurance  of  effect,  could 
direct  affairs,  give  birth  to  refolutions,  and  put  a 
ftop  to  proceedings  at  Peterfburg ;  the  government 
difplayed  that  fpirit  of  independence  which  became 
fo  great  a  monarchy  :  on  the  contrary,  the  queflion 
was  now,  how  Catharine  was  acting,  and  what  fhe 
was  purpofmg  in  regard  to  all  that  the  princes  and 
republics,  from  the  Memel   to  the  Tagus,   were 
meditating  and  tranfacting.     A  fagacious  hiftorian, 
who  is  certainly  no  flatterer  of  defpots,  fays  of  the 
late  emprefs  of  Ruflia,  to  which  every  one  will 
readily  fubfcribe :  "  The  volumes  of  modern  hiftory 
u  can  produce  no  reign  like  this :  for  no  monarch 
**  has  ever  yet  fucceeded  in  the  attainment  of  fuch 
Cf  a  dictature  in  the  grand  republic  of  Europe  as 
<c  Catharine  II.  now  holds  ;  and  none  of  all  the 
<c  kings  who  have  heretofore  given  caufe  to  dread 
"  the  erection  of  an  univdrfal  monarchy,  feem  to 
€t  have  had  any  knowledge  of  her  art ;  to  prefent 
"  herfelf  with  the  pride  of  a  conqueror  in  the  mofl 
"  perilous  fituation,  and  with  an  unufual,  a  totally 
u  new  dignity  in  the  mofl  common  tranfactions. 
<c  And  it  is  manifeftly  not  alone  the  fupreme  au« 
"  thority  which  here  gives  law,  but  the  judgment 
"  which  knows  when  to  fhew  that  authority,  and 
*f  when  to  employ  it  *." 

*  M.  Spit  tier,  in  his  '«  Sketch  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Govern- 
*'  ments  of  Europe/'  part  ii.  p.  420. 

Theoretical 
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Theoretical  politicians,  indeed,  and  ftatiftical  cal- 
culators, have  pretended  to  affirm,  that  this  com- 
plaifance  of  the  reft  of  Europe  has  been  (hewn  with* 
out  reafon  5  and  that  the  affurnption  that  the  power 
of  Ruffia  is  fo  formidable  is  one  of  thofe  that  are 
only  admitted  upon  truft.  But  the  confequence 
feems  here  demonft rable,  if  anywhere  in  a  cafe  like 
this  :  whoever  undertakes  many  things,  and  per- 
forms all  that  he  undertakes,  is  probably  ftill  able 
to  undertake  and  to  perform  more.  Whoever,  juft 
at  the  time  when  the  politician  has  calculated  that 
he  is  reduced  to  his  lafl  foldier  and  his  laft  ruble, 
appears  with  a  formidable  army,  and  difpofes  of  mil- 
lions with  magnanimous  prodigality,  cannot  be  yet 
at  the  extremity  of  his  forces  or  his  wealth.  And 
(what  is  completely  decifive)  whoever,  in  the  grand 
european  republic,  at  the  time  when  a  Frederic  and 
a  Jofeph,  when  the  intriguing  French  and  the  en- 
terprifing  Britons  compofe  the  fenate  of  that 
republic,  can  hold  the  dictature,  is  furely  born  to 
be  dictator,  is  endowed  with  all  the  qualities  requisite 
to  that  end :  the  power,  the  art,  and  the  judgment. 
This  will  apply  to  Catharine.  In  her  were  united 
what  the  world  has  feldom  feen  together.  From 
merely  phyfical  power  many  things  may  afford 
fecurity ;  but  the  fuperiority  of  mind,  the  refine- 
ment of  policy,  is  capable  of  reaching  lengths,  of 
which  the  former  will  fall  fhort.  —  Whoever  was 
favoured  with  her  efteem  and  friend  (hip,  never  ad- 
vanced farther  to    intimacy,   but   remained  in  a 

refpeclful, 
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refpe&ful,  almoft  dependent  fituation.  Whoever 
incurred  her  wrath,  was  fo  placed  by  her  before  all 
Europe,  that  the  effe&s  of  it  were  no  longer  beheld 
as  a  hoftile  contention  between  two  equal  potentates, 
but  as  the  chaftifement  of  a  felon.  —  When  fhe 
imied  her  commands,  it  was  in  the  fweet  accents  of 
righteoufnefs  and  peace.  However  her  paflions 
were  excited,  fhe  yet  remained  tranquil,  till  the 
proper  maturity  enfured  the  event ;  and  thus  her 
actions  acquired  the  difiin&ive  marks  of  irrefiftible 
majefty.  But  never  yet  has  a  monarch  underftood, 
like  her,  how  to  be  bountiful  exactly  at  the  fitter! 
time,  and  to  make  prefents  with  fuch  fignificancc 
as  to  fix  the  gratitude  of  the  receiver,  and  to  acquire 
the  veneration  that  is  due  to  a  beneficent  deity  *. 

While  Catharine  was  giving  law  to  Poland, 
amufing  Auflria,  conciliating  the  friendmip  of 
PrufTia,  and  treating  with  England,  fhe  was  alfo 

#  We  will  take  the  liberty  of  making  here  one  other  extraft 
from  Spittler's  work,  concerning  the  interference  of  Ruffia  in  the 
affairs  of  Poland  :  —  "  It  was  an  ingenious  contrivance,  formed 
**  in  a  truly  roman  flyle,  and  completed  accordingly.  Not  only 
'«  a  numcrdus  and  free  nation  was  to  be  deprived  of  its  liberty  and 
«*  national  fubfiftence,  but  all  Europe  was  to  be  lulled  afleep.  The 
"  annexations  of  Lewis  XIV.  were  a  trifling  bufinefs  in  com- 
•'  parifon  of  what  Catharine  II.  performed  in  Poland  and  againfl: 
"  that  country.  But  what  loud  and  violent  cries  were  raifed 
<f  againfl  the  former ;  and  in  what  foft  murmurs  did  the  voice  of 
81  truth  repeat  the  ancie»t  law  of  nations,  when  there  feemed  to 
*'  be  no  longer  any  law  between  Ruffia  and  Poland  ?"  &c.  See 
Spittler's  work  on  the  governments  of  Europe,  p,  423. 

tampering 


400  LIFE    OF   THE  Z17^S* 

tempering  with  the  other  courts  of  Europe,  and 
labouring  efficacioufly  towards  very  foon  making 
herfelf  dreaded  by  them.  -  She  exerted  herfelf  to  the 
utmoft  in  givjng  new  fpirit  to  the  commerce  of  her 
country,  in  augmenting  her  navy,  and  above  all  in 
foftening  the  manners  of  her  people,  as  yet  not  far 
advanced  in  civilization.  But,  badly  feconded  by 
the  great  perfonagcs  of  the  empire,  and  even  by 
fuch  as  were  about  her,  the  progrefs  of  her  infti- 
tutions  was  at  firft  but  flow.  The  fpirit  of  divifion 
continued  to  reign  in  Petersburg.  The  outrages 
that  were  to  be  prevented  or  punifhed,  always  made 
it  necefTary  for  Catharine  to  keep  well  with  the  con- 
fpirators  to  whom  (he  was  indebted  for  the  throne  : 
but  the  favours  fhe  was  inceflantly  heaping  on  that 
greedy  and  infolent  crew,  were  fo  many  additional 
iburces  of  hatred  and  difcontent.  Some  new  plot 
or  confpiracy  was  forming  every  day  5  and  every 
day  the  good  fortune  of  the  emprefs,  or  rather  her 
prudence,  delivered  her  from  danger.  Punifhments 
were  fecret  and  terrible.  The  authors  of  one  plot; 
could  but  rarely  undertake  a  fecond. 

What  mod  afflicted  the  emprefs  was  the  mif- 
underftanding  that  prevailed  between  her  favourite 
and  her  chief  minifter,  becaufe  the  devotednrfs  and 
audacity  of  the  one  were  not  lefs  ufeful  to  her  than 
the  name  and  abilities  of  the  other.  Panin  had 
Certainly  confiderable  imperfections;  but  he  was 
the  only  one  who  had  a  true  notion  of  bufinefs. 
His  cold  imagination,  his  melancholy,  his  pride,  his 

obftinacv, 
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obftinacy,  and  above  all  his  indolence,  were  highly 
difpleafing to  Catharine:  but  fhe  did  ample  juftice 
to  his  talents,  and  continued  to  give  him  her  con- 
fidence. Befides,  though  the  emprefs  was  not 
fatisfied  with  him,  he  had  the  art  of  reviling  his 
opinions,  when  he  found  them  difagreeable  to 
her. 

The  influence  of  Orlof  was  founded  on  a  different 
bafis  :  but  he  ufed  it  without  difcretion,  and  was 
continually  leffening  its  liability.  No  longer  em- 
ploying thofe  affiduities  which  were  the  only  means 
in  his  power  of  fecuring  the  favour  he  enjoyed,  and 
even  negligent  of  his  ufual  attendance  at  court,  ab- 
fenting  himfelf  for  feveral  weeks  together  in  purfuing 
the  chace  of  the  bear,  and  indifferent  to  the  amufe- 
ments  of  the  palace,  if  ever  any  warmth  of  attach- 
ment fubfifted,  it  mud  naturally  now  fubfide,  and 
decline  into  perfect  indifference. 

Panin,  remarking  this  conduct,  thought  he  might 
improve  it  to  bring  on  the  difmiffion  of  the  arrogant 
favourite.  Perceiving  that  the  emprefs  frequently 
beheld  with  complacency  a  young  officer,  named 
Viffenfky,  he  thenceforward  put  in  practice  every 
art  he  could  devife  to  encourage  the  inclination. 
Viffenfky  was  foon  admitted  into  favour  ;  and,  di- 
rected by  the  artful  minider,  behaved  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  give  reafon  to  believe  that  Orlof  would 
foon  be  difcarded.  But  the  latter,  not  willing  to 
lofe  his  confequence,  made  a  fudden  alteration  in 
his  conduct,  and  by  that  means  preferved  his  flation. 

vol.  1.  dd  The 


402  LIFE -OF    THE  ZZ7^S* 

The  new  favourite  was  difmiffed  with  magnificent 
prefents,  and  an  employment  that  fixed  him  in  one 
of  the  remoter  provinces  *. 

Though  Panin   enjoyed  great  intereft  and   con- 
fequence,  with  the  advantages   accruing  from  his 
poft  of  governor  to  the  grand  duke  and  his  title  of 
minifter,  the  return  of  the  chancellor  Vorontzof, 
whofe  functions  he  performed  ad  interim,  gave  him 
uneafmefs.     Jealous  to  preferve  his  authority  entire, 
and  the  fplendor  of  a  reprefentation  which  was  of 
great  value  to  him,  he  humbled  himfelf  fo  far  as  to 
flatter  the  favourite,  whofe  downfall  he  had  been 
endeavouring  to  procure.     Orlof  was   not  of  an 
implacable-  temper.     Always  recollecting  with  bit- 
ternefs  the  fteps  which  the  chancellor  had   taken 
to  prevent  him   from   maring   in   the  throne,  he 
requeued  the  emprefs  to  keep  him  away  from  the 
management  of  affairs ;  and  he  became   the  apo- 
Jogift  for   an   enemy   lefs  bold,  but  more  artful. 
Catharine  accofted   the  chancellor   with    extreme 
coldnefs.     Inftead  of  replacing  him  in  the  functions 
of  minifter,  as  at  his  departure  (he,  had  given  him 
reafon  to  hope,  fhe  caufed  it  to  be  fuggefled  to  him 
that  it  would  not  be  taken  amifs  if  he  were  to  refign 
a  place  which  he  could  no  longer  fill  to  the  fatif- 
faction  of  his  fovereign.     The  chancellor  hefitated 
for   fome  time :  but  at  length  the  advice  of  his 

*  Ke  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major-general,  and  after- 
wards married  a  diftant  relation  of  Potemkin. 

friends 
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friends  prevailed.  He  Teemed  voluntarily  to  refign 
what  was  actually  taken  from  him.  His  refign- 
aUon  was  accepted  with  expreffions  of  regret, 
which  were  not  more  fincere  than  his  wifhes  for 
retirement ;,  and,  in  order  to  convince  him  of  the 
fecret  joy  his  compliance  gave,  he  was  prefented 
with  a  gratuity  of  fifty  thoufand  rubles  and  a  penfion 
of  feven  thoufand. 

Among  the  number  I  efs  means  employed  by  Ca-  ' 
tharine  for  detecting  the  authors  of  the  plots  that 
were  perpetually  diiLurbing  Jier  repofe,  me  did  not 
neglect,  the  interception  of  the  correfpondence  of 
the  foreign  minifters.  That  of  the  agent *  of 
France  was  fold  to  her.  She  even  fucceeded  in 
procuring  a  duplicate  of  his  cypher;  and  me 
thought  (lie  perceived  in  his  letters,  if  not  the  ad- 
herence to  the  machinations  of  the  confpirators,  at 
leaft  the  knowledge  of  all  the  myfterious  affairs 
that  were  carrying  on  among  the  people  about  her. 
Her  pride  was  hurt  at  this  difcovery ;  her  refent- 
ment  againft  the  court  of  Versailles  increafed  ;  and 
the  cold  reception  fhe  gave  to  the  agent  of  that 
court  reduced  him  to  the  necefTity  of  making  his 
retreat  !• 

Lewis 

*  Berenger,  who  had  the  title  of  charge  d'affaires. 

•f  That  princefs,  furmifing  afterwards  that  Voltaire  might 
have  learnt  fomc  of  the  fads  contained  in  the  correfpondence  of 
the  agents  of  his  nation,  wrote  to  that  celebrated  genius  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  difTuade  him  from  giving  credit  to  them,  if  he 

d  d  2  were 
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Lewis  XV.  then  fent  to  Peterfburg  the  marquis 
de  Beauffet  *,  a  man  of  great  vanity  and  but  fmall 
capacity,  to  whom  the  minifters  of  Catharine  com- 
plained heavily  of  the  charge  d'affaires  his  prede- 
ceffor.  But,  as  BeaufTet  was  unacquainted  with 
the  true  caufe  of  thefe  complaints,  he  paid  them 
but  little  attention,  and'  took  no  precautions  to 
prevent  their  being  renewed  againft  him.  He  even 
thought  they  were  only  to  be  afcribed  to  the  blind 
jealoufy  which  the  glory  of  the  french  nation  ex- 
cited in  the  emprefs ;  fo  far  from  it,  that  her 
ambition  was  driving  to  ufurp  the  efteem  and 
draw  upon  her  the  praifes  of  that  nation.  She 
correfponded  with  Voltaire  and  d'Alembert.  She 
made  an  offer  to  the  latter  of  the  place  of  governor 


were  acquainted  with  the  bufinefs,  and  to  inform  him  of  nothing 
if  he  were  not.  "  All  your  countrymen,"  (he  writes  to  him, 
"  do  not  entertain  the  fame  fentiments  of  me  as  you  do.  I 
"  know  fome  who  wifh  to  perfuade  themfelves  that  it  is  im- 
"  pofiible  for  me  to  do  anything  that  is  good  ;  who  put  their 
"  invention  to  the  rack  to  perfuade  others  to  think  fo  likewife ; 
"  and  woe  to  their  emiflaries  if  they  dare  to  think  otherwife 
"  than  as  they  are  taught.  I  have  candour  enough  to  believe  it  an 
u  advantage  which  they  give  me  over  them,  becaufe  whoever 
**  only  knows  facts  from  the  mouth  of  his  flatterers,  knows  them 
r<  but  badly,  fees  them  in  a  falfe  light,  and  acts  in  confequence. 
**  Since,  however,  my  fame  does  net  depend  on  them,  but  en- 
"  tirely  on  my  principles,  on  my  aclions,  I  comfort  myfelf,  as 
**  well  as  I  can,  in  not  obtaining  their  approbation.  As  a  good 
**  chriltian,  I  forgive  them ;  and  I  pity  thofe  who  envy  me." 

*  He  was  prefented  to  the  emprefs  the  ift  of  May. 

to 
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to  the  grand  duke,  with  a  falary  of  twenty-four 
thoufand  livres "  and  all  conveniencles  for  finifhing 
the  Encyclopedic  at  Peterfburg  ;  advantages  which 
the  philofopher  thought  proper  to  refufe  #.  Being 
informed  that  Diderot  was  not  in  good  circumftances, 
and  was  defirous  of  felling  his  library  to  enable 
him  to  portion  out  his  daughter  ;  me  bought  that 
library,  left  it  in  his  own  porTeffion,  and  fettled  on 
him  a  handfome  appointment  as  the  librarian  of  it. 
Some  time  previous  to  this,  fhe  had  fent  to  Morand, 
the  famous  furgeon,  a  collection  of  gold  and  filver 
medals  that  had  been  ftruck  in  Ruflia,  as  a  tefti- 
mony  of  her  fatisfa&ion  with  the  anatomical  fubjects 
and  chirurgical  inflruments  which  he  had  procured 
for  her.  Almoft  all  the  men  of  letters  and  the 
mod  diftinguifhed  artifls  of  Paris  received  fome 
proofs  of  her  munificence,  and  admiring  her  boun- 
ties, forgetting  or  unacquainted  with  her  frailties, 

They  fwelled  with  lies  the  hundred  trumps  of  Fame. 

In  the  meantime  the  fecret  defign  propbfed  by 
that  princefs  in  crowning  count  Ciolek  Poniatofsky 
began  to  unfold.  Thinking  herfelf  fecure  of  the 
entire  fubmiflion  of  that  monarch,  me  put  off  all 
conftraint,  and  openly  avowed  the  defigns  which  even 
policy  had  made  it  a  crime  in  the  Poles  to  have 
imputed  to  her.  Her  pretenfions  were,  doubtlefs, 
extravagant:    but,    as  fhe  was  defirous  that  they 

*  See  the  appendix  No.  VII.  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

d  d  3  fhould 
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fhould  not  be  ufelefs,  me  only  declared  them  when 
on' the  point  of  marching  the  troops  that  were 
deflined  to  fupport  them,  and  propofed  nothing 
but  in  an  imperious  tone.  After  having  traced  out 
on  the  map  the  lines  of  demarcation,  by  which 
Ruflia  purloined  a  great  part  of  the  territory  of 
Poland,  Catharine  infilled'  on  the  recognition  of 
the  validity  of  thele  lines,  and  that  the  limits  of 
the  two  countries  mould  thus  be  fixed.  She  ex- 
act J,  farther,  that  the  king  and  the  republic 
•Ihould  contract  with  her  a  treaty  of  alliance  offenfive 
and  defenfive,  and  that  they  mould  allow  the  diffi- 
dents  to  enjoy  all  the  fame  rights  with  the  catholics, 
not  excepting  that  of  a  capacity  for  being  members 
of  the  fenate.  The  lad  of  thele  demands,  the  only 
one  that  was  equitable,  raifed  the  indignation  of  an 
Intolerant  and  defpotic  nobility.  Murmurs  were 
now  heard  on  all  fides  :  mention  was  made  of 
having  recourfe  to  arms.  Whether  he  was  really 
afhamed  of  the  facrifkes  that  were  prefcribed  to  his 
recognition,  or  rather  afraid  of  putting  the  nation 
in  a  ferment,  the  king  himfelf  declared  that  he 
could  not  confent  to  thefe  facrifices.  But  in  order 
to  be  the  better  able  to  form  a  judgment  of  the 
pretexts  with  which  Catharine  covered  her  ambition, 
it  will  be  necefTary  to  underftand  what  the  polifh 
diffident s  were. 

Poland  was  originally  circumfcribed  within  very 
narrow  bounds.  The  inhabitants,  between  the  ninth 
and  tenth  centuries,  adopted  the  chriflian  religion 

sis 
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as  it  was  then  profeffed  by  the  church  of  Rome. 
About  the  fame  time  many  of  the  neighbouring 
provinces,  which  were  then  independent  dates,  at 
different  periods  embraced  that  worfhip  according  to 
the  ritual  of  the  Greeks.  In  procefs  of  time,  many 
of  thefe  neighbouring  ftates,  either  by  conqueft, 
by  right  of  fucceffion,  by  marriage,  or  by  compact, 
became  united  to  the  kingdom  of  Poland  ;  upon  all 
which  acceflions  the  new  provinces  were  upon  an 
exact  equality  with  the  old  in  every  refpect,  and 
each  obferved  their  own  peculiar  modes  of  worfhip. 

Of  all  thefe  acceflions,  that  which  fell  to  it  by 
the  marriage  of  Yagelion,  grand  duke  of  Lithuania, 
with  the  daughter  and  heirefs  of  Lewis  king  of 
Poland,  in  1386,  was  the  large  ft  and  mod  consider- 
able. By  this  event  the  grand  duchy  of  Lithuania, 
together  with  the  provinces  of  White-Ruffia,  Pod- 
lakhia,  Volhinia,  Podolia,  and  fhortly  afterwards 
Red-Ruflia,  became  annexed  to  the  kingdom  of 
Poland ;  with  this  diftinction,  that  the  union  be- 
tween the  kingdom  and  the  grand  duchy  depended 
only  on  the  continuance  of  the  line  of  the  Yagel- 
lons,  that  family  being  the  natural  fovereigns  of 
Lithuania.  The  inhabitants  of  all  thefe  provinces 
were  of  the  greek  religion,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
Moldavia,  Valakhia,  and  the  Ukraine,  which  were 
added  to  the  kingdom  by  the  fucceffors  of  Yagelion  : 
fo  that  by  thefe  great  acceflions,  the  members  of 
the  greek  church  became  at  that  time  far  fuperior, 
both  in  numbers  and  power,  to  thofe  of  the  roman 
DD4  catholic 
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catholic  perfuafion.  It  was  thought  a  happinefs 
peculiar  to  Poland,  that,  while  other  countries 
have  at  different  times  been  a  prey  to  interline 
feuds  and  rancour  on  the  fcore  of  the  religion  of 
(Thrift,  the  great  variety  of  opinions  on  that  fubjeft 
never  produced  any  flrife  or  animofity  among  the 
people  of  this  nation. 

The  reformation  made  very  early  progrefs  in 
Poland,  and  the  majority  of  the  fenators  and  nobility 
became  members  either  of  the  lutheran  or  cal- 
viniftic  communions.  To  prevent  therefore  any 
mifchiefs  that  might  arife  from  thefe  differences  of 
religion,  Sigifmund  Auguftus  palled  a  law  at  the 
diet  of  Viina,  on  the  16th  of  June  1563,  declaring 
that  all  thofe  of  the  equeftrian  and  noble  orders, 
whether  of  lithuanian  or  ruffian  extraction,  mould 
enjoy  equal  rights,  provided  they  profefs  the  chrift- 
lari  religion.  This  he  afterwards  confirmed  at  the 
diet  of  Grodno  in  1568,  adding,  to  prevent  all 
mifconiiructions  in  favour  of  any  party,  that  it 
was  to  be  underftood  of  every  fuch  perfon,  of  what- 
ever chriftian  communion  or  confeffion  he  be. 

It  would  not  be  eafy  to  produce  inftances  of  equal 
moderation,  in  matters  of  religion,  amongft  a  people 
who  differed  fo  widely  in  their  opinions  on  that 
head,  as  thefe  we  have  fhewn;  Specially  if  it  be 
confidered  that  thefe  constitutions  were  palTed  by  a 
fierce  and  warlike  nobility,  each  of  whom  was  not 
only  a  member  of  the  general  fovereignty,  which 
they  had  juft  taken  into  their  own  hands  ;  but  alfo 
I  looke4 
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looked  upon  himfelf,  in  his  own  particular  right, 
as  in  fome  degree  a  Sovereign,  as  far  as  his  eftate 
and  power  extended.  We  mall  pay  the  greater 
regard  to  the  memory  of  thofe  illuftrious  Poles,  if 
we  reflect  that  the  age  they  lived  in  was  far  from 
being  a  temperate  one,  and  that  moderation  was 
but  little  cultivated  in  the  moft  civilized  and  bell 
regulated  governments  in  Europe  :  at  the  fame 
time  it  cannot  be  fuffidently  lamented,  that  their 
pofterity  mould  fo  fatally  lofe  fight  of  the  politic, 
humane,  and  noble  precedent,  that  was  fet  them 
by  their  fathers. 

Under  favour  of  this  toleration  proteftantifm 
made  rapid  advances  in  Poland.  By  this  wife  ad 
of  Sigifmund  Auguftus,  all  feds,  whether  protefr.- 
ant,  greek,  or  arian,  enjoyed  the  full  liberty  of 
exercifing  their  worfhip,  and  the  right  of  voting  in 
the  diets,  and  of  holding  the  fame  offices  as  the 
catholics.  None  were  at  the  time  offended  by  this 
act  of  juftice :  on  the  contrary,  all  were  glad  to 
fee  that  the  difference  of  religion  produced  none 
in  the  political  and  civil  rights  of  the  feveral  mem- 
bers of  the  community.  As  a  diftinclion  among 
themfelves,  the  followers  of  the  different  modes  of 
worfhip  were  called  diflidents :  but  that  name,  which 
has  fince  been  made  a  fignal  for  proscription,  had 
nothing  then  injurious  in  it  ;  and  the  fucceffors  of 
Sigifmund  Auguilus,  when  they  fwore  to  obferve 
the  "pacta  conventa,  fwore  alfo  to  preferve  peace 

among 
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among  the  difiidents  *•  When  Henry  de  Valois 
was  elected  king  of  Poland,  he  wanted  to  difpenfe 
himfelf  from  an  oath  that  wounded  his  intolerant 
fuperftition :  but  his  attempts  were  in  vain.  He 
muft  relinquim  the  crown  or  fwear  to  protect  the 
difiidents  :  he  took  the  oath. 

Thofe  who  have   not  confidered  that  perverfe 
difpofition,  by  which  almoft  every  denomination  of 

*  It  appears,  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  republic,  that 
the  term  Efficients  equally  comprehended  the  greeks,  catholics, 
reformed  and  lutheraus.  The  words  of  that  famous  conftitution 
which  was  pa(Ted  by  the  diet,  which  formed  the  republic  in  the 
year  1573,  are,  Nos  qui  fuinus  diflidentes  in  religlone,  i.  e.  We 
who  differ  in  religious  matters.  In  the  fame  conftitution  it  is 
declared,  that  they  will  acknowledge  no  man  for  king  o r Sove- 
reign,  (t  who  mall  not  confirm  by  oath  all  the  rights,  privileges, 
g{  and  liberties,  which  they  now  enjoy,  and  which  are  to  be  laid 
"  before  him  after  the  election.  Particularly,  he  fhali  be  bound  to 
"  fwear,  that  he  will  maintain  the  peace  among  the  difiidents  in 
*'  points  of  religion;"  In  the  constitutions  of  the  fame  diet  are  the 
following  remarkable  Stipulations;  "  We  will  engage  in  our  own 
'*  names,  and  in  the  names  of  our  fucceffors  for  ever,  by  the 
*'  obligations  of  out  oath,  of  our  faith,  of  our  honour,  and  of 
0  our  consciences,  to  preferve  peace  among  us  who  are  difiidents 
"  in  religion  ;  to  fhed  no  blood",  nor  to  inflict  on  any  one  the 
*'  penalties  of  confutation  of  goods,  defamation,  imprifonment 
"  or  exile,  on  account  of  the  difference  of  our  faith,  and  rites  in 
"  car  churches.  More  than  that,  if  any  one  mould  undertake, 
"  for  the  above  reafon,  to  (hed  the  blood  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
<f  we  mould  be  all  obliged  to  oppofe  him,  even,  though  he  ihould 
f  fnelter  himfelf  under  the  pretext  of  a  decree,  or  any  other 
"  judicial  aft." 

o,  mankind 
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mankind  would  endeavour  to  plunder,  enflave,  and 
perfecute  every  other  part  of  their  own  fpecies ; 
and  who  have  not  obferved  that  words  can  always 
be  found,  when  attended  with  power,  to  explain 
away  the  mod  explicit  fenfe,  and  the  mod  indubi- 
table rights  ;.  may  well  be  furprifed  how  a  law,  fo 
folemnly  pafTed,  and  fo  ureful  to  the  whole  commu- 
nity, could  be  rendered  fruitlefs  :  a  law  fanctified 
by  the  mod  folemn  a&s,  which  the  framcrs  bound 
thenifelves  and  their  poderity,  by  the  mod  facred 
oaths,  to  preferve  inviolate  to  all  futurity,  which 
formed  a  principal  part  of  the  conftitution  of  the 
date,  and  which  every  king  at  his  acceffion  was 
fworn  to  obferve.  Yet  this  law,  without  any  ma- 
terial change,  much  lefs  a  fubverdon  of  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  country,  has  been  manifedly  broken 
through,  while  three  of  the  religions,  which  formed 
the  original  compacl,  have  been  fpoiied  of  their 
rights,  liberties,  and  immunities,  by  the  fourth ; 
and  all  this  outrage  and  wrong  committed  under 
colour  and  fanclion  of  the  very  laws  they  were 
tearing  to  pieces  at  the  indant. 

However,  when  the  roman  catholics,  after  the 
death  of  Sigifmund  III.  had  gained  an  evident  fupe- 
riority,  they  gave  full  fcope  to  that  fiery  zeal  by 
which  they  are  made  to  believe  that  their  religion 
is  the  only  one  that  is  good,  and  will  not  permit 
them  to  endure  any  other.  They  began  by  perfe- 
cting the  arians,  whofe  opinions  had  already  made 
great  progrefs  \  they  proceeded  to  dived  them  of  all 

their 
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their  rights,  and  even  to  drive  them  out  of  Poland. 
The  greek  and  proteftant  chriftians,  who  had  aflifted 
in  perfecuting  the  arians,  were  very  foon  punifhed 
for  their  imprudence.  The  catholics  attacked  th°  n 
In  their  turn,  and  fucceeded  in  1733,  in  entii 
excluding  them  from  the  diets  *. 

The 

*  Upon  the  death  of  Sigifmund  Auguflus  in  1574,  the  polifh 
conftitution  was  entirely  changed,  and  the  nation  aflumed  the 
form  of  a  republic.  His  grandfather  Cafimir  III.  was  the  firft 
who  convened  the  nobility,  in  order  to  oblige  t1.  em  to  accept  the 
new  impofit ions.  Sigifmund  and  his  father  0  ed  the  fame  me- 
thod ;  but  after  his  death  the  whole  legiflative  authority  fell  into 
the  hands, of  the  nobility.  At  this  period,  we  are  told  by  their 
hiftorians,  the  roman  catholics  in  the  kingdom  did  not  bear  a 
proportion  in  number  to  the  Greeks  and  reformed,  of  more  than 
one  to  feven.  The  grand  marfhal  Firley,  who  convened  the  firil 
diet  of  the  republic,  that  diet  which  formed  its  prefent  model, 
and  made  the  crown  elective,  was  a  proteftant.  A  perpetual 
peace  betwixt  the  Greeks,  the  roman  catholics,  and  the  proteft- 
ants,  was  therein  eftablifhed  as  a  fundamental  law  of  the  republic. 
The  wars  in  Germany  under  Charles  V.  and  in  France  under 
Catharine  de  Medicis,  made  them  fenfible  of  the  neceflity  they 
were  under  of  tolerating  each  other.  They  therefore  entered 
into  an  engagement  of  mutual  defence  and  affeclion,  and  that  a 
difference  of  religion  (hould  never  prove  the  caufe  of  civil  diffen- 
fion,  unanimoufly  refolving  to  make  an  example  of  that  perfon 
who,  under  fuch  a  pretext,  mould  excite  difturbance.  As  this 
law  has  been  repeated  in  all  the  public  acts,  conftitutions,  and 
pacta  conventa,  from  that  time  to  the  prefent,  it  cannot  but  be 
allowed  to  be  a  fundamental  law :  nor  can  any  other  law  be  pro- 
duced, whofe  fan&ion  has  been  more  folemnly,  more  conftantly, 
and  more  frequently  repeated.  However,  when  the  roman  ca- 
tholics, after  the  death  of  Sigifmund  III.  had  acquired  a  manifeft 

fuperiority* 
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The  humiliation  they  felt  on  being  deprived  of 
the  right  of  fuffrage,  converted  many  of  the  Poles 
to  catholicifm.  But  if  the  difTidents  diminifhed  ia 
numbers,  thofe  who  remained  were  only  fo  much 
the  more  attached  to  their  feels.  Againfl  thefe 
proceedings  they  urged  the  treaty  of  Oliva,  con- 
cluded in  1660,  by  which  their  privileges  were 
fecured,  and  of  which  fo  many  potentates  were  the 
guarantees.  The  catholics,  who  ruled  alone  in  the 
diets,  and  confequently  might  give  ample  range  to 
their  intolerance,  without  moleftation  or  obftacle, 
procured  a  decree  attaching  the  guilt  of  high  trea- 
fon  to  fuch  difTidents  as  mould  have  recourfe  to 
foreign  powers  for  obtaining  the  execution  of  the 
treaty  thus  atrocioully  infringed,  and  the  re-eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  laws  fo  defpotically  repealed.  This 
decree  was  the  rmifning  ftroke  to  the  patience  of 
the  difTidents.  Ruffia  obferved  their  indignation, 
and  fanned  it  in  fecret.  The  greek  difTidents  then 
addrefled  themfelves  to  the  court  of  Peterfburg. 
The  proteftants  implored  the  interceflion  of  thofe 
of  London,  Copenhagen,  and  Berlin.     Thefe  courts 


fuperiority,  though  they  did  not  think  proper  openly  to  controvert 
it,  yet  they  (hewed  a  difpoiition,  when  opportunity  was  favour- 
able, to  infringe  it,  by  placing  under  their  {ignat\uesffa!v!sjuri6us 
ecclejia  romana  catholica^  with  a  faving  to  the  rights  of  the  rornaa 
catholic  church.  Whereupon  the  difTidents,  by  way  of  reprifal, 
wrote  under  their  fignatures,  faha  pace  inter  diflidentcs ,  with  a 
faving  to  the  peace  among  ft  the  difTidents. 

promifed 
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promifed  to  fupport  them ;  and  this  was  the  moil 
fpecious  pretext  for  the  military  interference  of 
Rufiia.  This  was  the  ftate  of  affairs  at  the  clofe  of 
the  year  1765. 

On  the  affembling  of  the  diet  on  the  ift  of  Sep- 
tember 1766,  the  minifters  of  the  protecting  courts 
prefented  their  memorials  in  behalf  of  the  diffidents, 
which  excited  a  violent  murmur.  Soltyk,  bifhop 
of  Cracow,  a  haughty  and  fanatical  prelate,  main- 
tained that  the  diffidents  had  no  right  of  appeal  to 
privileges  that  were  abolifhed,  and  that  they  had 
violated  the  conftitution  of  the  republic,  in  having 
recourfe  to  the  intervention  of  foreign  powers.  Not 
fatisfied  with  the  iniquitous  laws  that  had  been 
pa(Ted  againfl  the  diffidents,  he  moved  for  the  en- 
acting of  new  ones  (fill  more  fevere.  His  ^opinion 
was  adopted  by  Maffalfcy,  bifhop  of  Milna,  and  a 
great  majority  of  the  nobles,  who  blindly  confound- 
ed religious  prejudices  with  political  rights  ;  and 
the  oppofition  of  fome  perfons,  more  enlightened  or 
more  equitable,  occafioned  violent  debates.  The 
diforder  rofe  to  its  height.  The  king  attempted  to 
deliver  himfelf  in  favour  of  more  moderate  fenti- 
ments :  he  was  abruptly  reproached  with  being  an 
abettor  of  the  enemies  of  the  (late.  He  took  the 
refolution  to  retire*.    Several  other  fittings  followed, 

not 

*  The  bifhop  of  Kief  had  already  taken  the  liberty  to  fay  in 
an  affetnbly,"  "  that  if  they  would  take  his  advice,  they  would 
"  have  the  king  hanged  ;  as  there  were  Hill  furely  fome  men  to 

"be 
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not  lefs  fcandalous  than  the  former ;  and  the  terri- 
ble laws  enabled  agauift  the  diffidents  were  impru- 
dently confirmed.  The  ruffian  troops  now  advanced 
to  the  gates  of  Warfaw.  Prince  Repnin  demanded, 
in  the  name  of  the  emprefs,  not' only  a  toleration 
fecured  by  law  in  behalf  of  the  diffidenfs,  but  a 
complete  political  equality  with  the  catholic  party. 
This  was  rejected  with  a  furious  triumph.  Nothing 
was  now  left  for  the  diffidents,  but,  what  the  confti- 
tution  allowed,  to  confederate :  this  courfe  they 
immediately  adopted  under  the  ruffian  protection. 
Fear  feemed  for  a  moment  to  open  the  eyes  of  the 
diet.  It  thought  to  fatisfy  the  emprefs  by  granting 
the  diffidents  fomewhat  more  liberty  in  the  exercife 
of  their  religion.  But  this  palliative  was  not  fum*-. 
cient  for  Catharine.  The  diffidents,  continuing  to 
infill  on  an  entire  equality  of  rights,  formed  iato 
divers  confederations,  which  were  prefently  joined 
by  numbers  of  catholics,  won  over  by  Ruffia. 

This  was  a  lamentable  time  for  Poland ;  parties 
and  counter-parties,  uniting  and  fplitting  again  into 
others  in  the  moll  unexampled  manner.  From 
grievances  in  religion  political  feuds  arofe  >  feveral 


ci  be  found  among  the  Poles  charitable  enough  to  do  the  ftate 
"  that  fervice."  The  fame  prelate  afterwards  proceeded  from 
infolence  to  fury,  fo  far  as  to  tell  the  king  to  his  face,  in  prefence 
of  all  the  court :  —  "  I  formerly  ufed  to  pray  to  God  for  your 
«'  profperity ;  my  prayer  to  him  at  prcfent  is,  that  he  would  fend 
"  you  to  the  devil." 

of 
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of  the  difcontented  went  over  to  the  diffidents,  with- 
out otherwife  agreeing  with  them  in  opinion.  A 
civil  war  raged  now  with  all  its  horrors,  and  ruffian 
troops  were  every  day  entering  the  territories  of 
the  republic  in  greater  numbers.  A  general  con- 
federation fprung  up,  compofed  of  the  moll 
heterogeneous  parts,  united  neither  by  a  common 
underftanding  nor  by  the  cement  of  affection : 
prince  Charles  Radzivil,  who  had  been  abfent 
from  the  country,  was  their  marfhal.  This  prince 
had  been  one  of  the  foremofl  of  the  opponents  to 
the  election  of  Poniatofsky  ;  for  which  he  had  been 
obliged  to  quit  the  country,  and  fulfer  the  con- 
fifcation  of  his  property.  He  even  affecled  more 
contempt  than  hatred  towards  him.  He  no  fooner 
faw  him  abandoned  by  the  Ruffians,  than  he  united 
his  confederation  with  thofe  of  the  diffidents,  and 
convened  the  principal  leaders  of  them  in  his 
palace  in  Warfaw,  under  the  very  eyes  of  the 
monarch. 

1767.  In  this  extremity  Staniflaus  Auguflus, 
who  felt  the  neceffity  of  regaining  the  protection  of 
Ruffia,  afTembled  a  diet  extraordinary.  This  diet, 
however,  but  ill  correfponded  with  his  views. 
Notwithftanding  the  prefence  of  the  ruffian  army, 
and  the  haughty  behaviour  of  prince  Nicholas 
Repnin  *,  who  lorded  it  in  Warfaw  far  more  than 

*  The  fame  whom  Paul  I.  lately  fent  as  ambaiTador  extraor- 
dinary to  Vienna  and  Berlin. 

the 
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the   king  himfelf,  the  bifhop  of  Cracow  and  His 
adherents,  as  rafh  and  fanatical  as  ever,  had  the 
preemption  to  make  fpeeches  againft  the  diffidents, 
which  common    prudence,  if  not   found   reafon, 
fhould  have  advifed  them  againft.     It  was  not  long 
before  they  fuffered  for  their   folly.     The  ruffian 
troops,  who  had  for  fome  months  nearly  fur  rounded 
as  well  as  interfered  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  had 
now  clofely  inverted  the  city  of  Warfaw,  and  were 
in  poffeffion,   and  kept  ftricl:  guard  upon  all  the 
avenues  leading  to  it.     That  very  evening  #,  while 
the  bifhop  was  at  table  at   count  Minifheck's,  the 
ruffian  colonel   Igelftrom,  followed  by  a   detach- 
ment of  foldiers,  entered  the  room,  in  the  name  of 
the   emprefs,    and  feized  on   the   prelate  without 
meeting  the  fmalleft  refiftance  from  any  that  were 
prefent.     Prince  Repnin  dictated  to  the  diet  the 
acl:  of  confirmation  of  the  rights  of  the  diffidents ; 
and,  to  the  utter  aftonifhment  of  the  Poles,  who 
always  boafted  of  their  freedom,  caufed  the  furious 
oppofers  of  that  act  in  the  diet,  the  bifhop  of  Kief, 
the  bifhop  of  Cracow,  count  Rjeurfky,  voivode  of 
Dolina,  his  eldeft  font,  and  fome  other  nobles,  to 
be    feparately  arrefted   in  Warfaw,    and,   together 
with  the  bifhop  of  Cracow,  canied  off  to  Siberia. 

*  The  13th  of  October. 

f  The  fecond  fon  of  count  Rjeurfky  requefted  permifiion  to 
accompany  his  father  in  bondage.  He  was  anfwered,  that  they 
had  no  orders  to  arreft  him.  .        , 

VOL.  I.  EE  Tha 


4* 8  LIFE    OF    THE  C'7^7* 
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The  day  following  this  outrage,  prince  Repnin 
addrerled  to  the  confederates  a  note,  in  which  he 
pretended  that  he  had  only  violated  the  liberty  of 
the  Poles  for  the  benefit  of  Poland  *. 

i  The  members  of  the  diet  fent  up  an  addrefs  to  the 
king,  requeuing  him  to  demand  the  prifoners.  The 
king  immediately  prayed  prince  Repnin  to  releafe 

*  The  declaration  of  prince  Repnin  delivered  to  the  confe- 
derated eftates  was  as  follows  :  "  The  troops  of  her  imperial 
"  majelly,  my  fovcrcign,  friends  and  allies  of  the  confederated 
?•  republic,  have  arretted  the  biihop  of  Cracow,  the  bifhop  of 
f  Kief,  the  voivode  of  Dolina,  &c.  for  having  failed,  by  their 
"  conduct,  in  the  refpect  that  is  due  to  the  dignity  of  her  imperial 
'*  majefty,  by  attacking  the  purity  of  her  falutary,  difinterefied, 
"  and  amicable  intentions  in  favour  of  the  republic.  1  he 
•*  illuftfious  general  confederation  of  the  republic,  of  the  crown, 
"  and  of  Lithuania,  being  under  the  protection  of  her  imperial 
f(  majelly,  the  undcriigned  notifies  this  to  it,  with  pofitive  and 
"  folemn  afiurances  of  the  continuation  of  that  high  protection 
"  and  of  the  ailiflance  and  fupport  of  her  imperial  majelly  to  the 
"  general  confederation  united  for  the  prefervation  of  the  polifh 
"  laws  and  liberties,  with  redrefs  of  all  the  abufes  that  have  crept 
"  into  the  government  contrary  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
te  country.  Her  majeny  is  only  defirous  of  the  welfare  of  the 
"  republic,  and  will  not  difcontinue  to  grant  it  her  affifiance  to 
"  the  attainment  of  that  end,  without  any  intereft  or  pecuniary 
"  confideration  ;  wifhing  for  no  other  than  the  fafcty,  the  hap- 
"  pinefs,  and  the  liberty  of  the  polifh  nation,  as  that  has  been 
"  already  clearly  expreffed  in  the  declarations  of  her  imperial 
"  majefly,  which  guarantee  to  the  republic  its  actual  poffeffions, 
*'  as  well  as  its  laws,  its  form  of  government,  and  the  prero- 
"  gatives  of  each  individual.  Done  at  Warfaw,  the  14th  of 
«  O&ober  1767. 

(Signed)         ".NICHOLAS  Prince  REPNIN." 

them  : 
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them  :  but  Repnin  rejected  it  with  difdain  ;  and 
they  did  not  return  from  the  deferts  of  Siberia  till 
after  an  exile  of  fix  years  *. 

In  the  meantime  the  deliberations  of  the  diet 
were  carried  on  under  the  impulfes  of  fear ;  and 
after  feveral  ufelefs  fittings,  a  committee  was  nomi- 
nated for  fettling  the  rights  of  the  dimdents,  in 
concert  with  the  minifters  of  the  patronifmg  courts. 
They  regularly  applied  for  orders  to  prince  Repnin, 
whofe  antechamber  was  the  refort  of  the  pleni- 
potentiaries from  PrulTia,  England,  Denmark,  and 
Sweden;  and  when  the  committee  had  received 
thefe  orders,  it  made  a  report  of  the,m  to  the  diet, 
who  were  careful  not  to  contradict  them.  The 
dilTidents  therefore  obtained  whatever  the  ruffian 
ambaffador  was  pleafed  to  demand  in  their  behalf. 
The  ancient  laws  to  which  they  appealed  were  once 
more  put  in  force  •,  and  others  were  enacled  which 
were  dill  more  favourable  to  them.  It  was,  how- 
ever, no  more  than  an  ad  of  juflice,  which  had 
nothing  againft  it  but  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
performed.  They  had  been  arbitrarily  abolifhed  : 
it  was  therefore  but  right  to  reftore  them.  The 
fole  caufe  of  affliction  to  the  true  friends  of  the 
liberty  of  Poland  was  a  heap  of  regulations  admitted 
by  the  orders  of  Catharine,  tending  to  prolong  the 
troubles  and  anarchy  of  that  unhappy  country,  and 
to  leave  it  for  ever  without  defence  againft  the 
ufurpations  which  (lie  had  in  contemplation. 

*  In  the  beginning  .of  the  year  1773. 

hh  A  fervile 
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A  fervile  obedience  had  fuddenly  fucceeded  in 
Warfaw  to  the  exceffes  of  a  proud  independence. 
But  this  forced  fituation  could  not  long  continue. 
Murmurs  were  on  all  lips,  and  vengeance  was  in 
every  heart.  No  fooner  had  the  diet  broke  up, 
but  the  catholic  nobles  were  clamorous  in  their 
complaints  on  account  of  the  laws  promulgated  in 
favour  of  the  diffidents,  and  formed  new  confe- 
derations for  the  defence  of  the  romifh  religion. 
The  confederates  had  ftandards,  on  which  were 
painted  the  virgin  Mary  and  the  infant  Jefus :  they, 
like  the  crufaders  of  the  fifteenth  century,  wore 
crofles  embroidered  on  their  clothes  ;  and,  what 
was  more  ridiculous  dill,  they  put  themfeives  under 
the  protection  of  the  Turks  •,  and  the  difciples  of 
Mohammed  were  preparing  to  fight  -in  the  caufe 
that  bore  the  name  of  Chrift. 

Staniflaus  Auguftus,  unable  either  to  infpire  con- 
fidence into  his  fubjecls,  or  to  recover  the  friendfhip 
of  the  Ruffians,  was  the  fubjecl  of  accufation  to  all 
parties,  and  lived  in  his  capital  more  like  a  prifoner 
than  a  king.  Catharine  might  perhaps  have  par- 
doned him  fome  moments  of  defection,  but  the  in- 
fluence of  Orlof  oppofed  it.  Prince  Repnin  com- 
manded like  a  defpot  in  Warfaw ;  and,  to  flatter 
the  favourite  of  hisfovereign,  he  let  no  opportunity 
efcape  of  humiliating  a  feeble  and  unfortunate  king. 
We  fhall  jufi:  cite  one  fingle  fact  to  prove  what  little 
refpect  the  rufiian  ambaflador  had  for  the  polifli 
monarch.     One  evening  that  the  king  was  at  the 

theatre, 
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theatre,  the  ambatTador  made  it  late  before  he  came. 
As  he  did  not  appear,  the  curtain  drew  up,  and  the 
piece  began.  The  performers  were  in  the  fecond 
act,  when  a  fort  of  buflle  being  made  in  the  am- 
baffador's  box,  the  king  fent  a  page  to  know  what 
was  the  matter.  Anfwer  was  brought  that  prince 
Repnin  was  come,  and  was  furprifed  to  find  that 
they  had  not  waited  for  his  arrival  before  the  curtain 
was  drawn  up.  The  king  ordered  die  curtain  to  be 
dropped,  and  the  piece  to  begin  again. 

All  Europe  beheld  with  aftonifliment  the  conduct 
of  the  court  of  RulTia.  It  was  thought  fcarcely 
conceivable  that  Catharine  mould  become,  all  at 
once,  the  enemy  of  a  king  whom  ihe  herfelf  had  put 
upon  the  throne.  But  what  could  the  faint  remem- 
brance of  an  extinguifhed  attachment  avail  in  the 
heart  of  a  princefs,  who  was  aiming,  by  impofing 
fhackles  on  Poland,  to  domineer  over  the  powers  of 
the  north,  and  to  make  herfelf  formidable  to  thofe 
of  the  fouth  ? 

She  was  fure  that  the  king  of  Pruflia  defired 
nothing  better  than  to  fliare  the  polifh  provinces 
with  her.  She  managed  at  her  pleafure  both  Sweden 
and  Denmark,  the  one  by  her  intrigues,  and  the 
other  by  the  hope  fhe  held  out  to  it  of  the  celTion  of 
Holftein.  She  nattered  England  by  a  treaty  of 
alliance  and  commerce.  All  feemed  to  concur  to 
favour  her  ambition. 

The  duke  de  Choifeul,  who,  under  the  appearance 

of  levity,  concealed  a  deep  and  penetrating  genius, 

e  e  3  and, 
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and  who  perhaps  was  deficient  in  nothing,  for  being 
a  great  minifter,  but  more  conftancy  in  his  defigns, 
and  lefs  propenfity  to  diffipate  the  treafures  of 
France,  was  the  firft  who  difcovered  the  fecret 
views  of  Catharine.  He  faw  that  the  augmentation 
of  power  which  flie  was  about  to  acquire  mult  have 
a  natural  tendency  to  diminifh  the  confideration  and 
influence  of  the  court  of  Verfailles.  He  refolved  to 
attack  the  evil  in  its  fource,  and,  in  order  to  defeat 
the  projects  of  Rufiia  by  difiipating  its  means,  he 
fell  upon  the  defign  of  involving  it  in.  a  war  with 
the  ottoman  porte. 

That  minifter  then  made  application  to  count  de 
Vergennes,  ambaifador  from  France  to  Conftan- 
tinople  \  and,  after  having  ftated  to  him  the  par- 
ticulars of  his  apprehenfions,  exhorted  him  to  feconcl 
his  projects.  The  duke  de  Choifeul  was  not 
ignorant  either  of  the  weaknefs  and  decline  of  the 
ottoman  empire,  or  of  the  vices  of  a  government 
which  were  the  fole  caufe  of  that  weaknefs :  but 
he  ftill  thought  it  capable  of  giving  Rufiia  em- 
ployment for  a  good  while  to  come  ;  and  whatever 
might  be  the  fuccefs  of  the  war,  he  wifhed  them  to 
undertake  it  *• 

Vergennes 

*  The  duke  de  Choifeul  wrote  thus  to  M.  de  Vergennes : 
*<  I  am  forry  to  fee  that  the  north  of  Europe  is  humbling  itfelf 
ff  to  the  emprefs  of  Rufiia,  and  that  England  and  its  fubfidies 
«'  mould  be  the  lure  which  the  emprefs  Catharine  holds  out  to 
«'  confirm  her  defpotifm  in  thofe  parts.  Denmark,  afraid  of 
11  Ruffia>  and  entertaining  an  illuGve  hope  of  acquiring  that  part 

"  of 
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Vergennes  adminiftered  with  no  lefs  ability  than 
zeal  to  the  views  of  his  court.  A  long  refidence  in 
Turkey  had  fupplied  him  with  an  intimate  know- 
ledge of  the  principal  members  of  the  divan,  and 
the  means  of  fucceeding  with  it.  He  employed 
thofe  means.  He  reprefented  to  the  ottoman 
miniflers  how  unjufl:  and  dangerous  it  was  that 
RufTia  mould  dare  to  violate  the  rights  of  the 
Poles,  and  invade  their  territory.  He  convinced 
them  that  the  demarcation  of  the  limits  exacted 
by  the  court  of  Peterfburg  would  be  attended  with 
confequences  fatal  to  the  fecurity  of  the  Euxine  ; 
and  he  advifed  them  refolutely  to  oppofe  that 
demarcation  *. 

The 


"  of  Holftein  which  belongs  to  the  grand  duke,  bafely  fubmits  to 
"  the  will  of  the  tzaritza.  Sweden,  from  circum (lances  unheard- 
M  of  before,  neither  deliberates  nor  acls  but  as  flie  is  ordered  by 
«•  the  Mofcovites.  The  king  of  Pruma  is  amufed  and  fupportf 
"  the  operations  of  the  court  of  Peterfburg.  —  I  am  forry  to  fee 
"  that  a  league  is  forming  in  the  north  which  will  prove  very 
**  formidable  to  France.  —  The  mod  effectual  means  of  defeating 
il  this  project,  and  perhaps  of  overturning  the  emprefs  Catharine 
'♦from  her  ufurped  throne,  will  be  to  plunge  her  in  a  war.  -~ 
"  None  but  the  Turks  are  in  a  condition  to  render  us  that 
<«  fervice,"  &c.  —  The  hope  of  gaining  Holftein  was  not  fo 
illufory  as  Choifeul  imagined. 

*  The  duke  de  Choifeul  had  authorifed  M.  de  Vergennes  to 
employ  the  tnoft  efficacious  meafures  for  inducing  the  Turks  to 
declare  war  agamft  Rufiia.  "  If  ycu  have  any  expe&ation  of 
*  iuccefs,  U  you  think  it  potfible,"  he  writes  to  him,  "  every 

*  B  4  M  nectifary 
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The  porte,  whom  the  polifh  confederates  had 
already  petitioned  for  fuccour,  immediately  com- 
plied with  the  advice  of  Vergennes.  The  turkifh 
minider  fent  a  note  to  the  king  of  Poland,  requeuing 
that  the  regulation  of  the  limits  might  be  fufpended 
till  fome  explanations  mould  be  given  the  fultan  of 
a  nature  to  remove  his  alarms  concerning  the  danger 
with  which  the  ceffion  of  the  polifh  territory 
threatened  the  ottoman  empire.  But  Staniflaus 
Augudus,  who  was  for  ever  afraid  of  giving  um- 
brage to  Catharine,  and  who  was  defirous,  what- 
ever it  might  cod  him,  of  regaining  her  friendfhip, 
anfwered  the  grand  fignor,  that  there  was  not  the 
lead  propofal  of  altering  the  limits  between  Ruffia 
and  Poland  ;  and  having  received  this  affurance,  the 
divan  returned  for  fome  time  into  its  accu domed 
apathy.  Notwithflanding  which,  however,  the 
great  empires  of  Ruffia  and  Turkey,  the  mod 
powerful  in  Afia  as  well  as  in  Europe,  were  foon 
to  be  engaged  in  a  bloody  conflict.  Religion  ha4 
entered  into  the  quarrel,  and  added  to  its  bitternefs. 
The  miferable  country  of  Poland  was  the  theatre 
of  a  contention,  not  more  dedructive  in  its  con- 
fequences,  than  fingular  in  its  caufes  and  pre^ 
texts.  The  defpotic  power  of  Ruffia  becomes, 
the  guardian  of  polifh  freedom ;  and  the  catholic 


f «  necefTary  fupply  of  money  fhall  be  transmitted  to  you."  M.  de 
Vergennes  had  the  merit  of  wifhing  to  employ  no  other  mean? 
than  thofe  of  perfuafion.     They  were  fufficient  with  him. 

religion, 
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religion  flies   for    protection    to    the    ftandard  of 
Mohammed. 

The  court  of  Peterfburg  then  *  concluded  a 
treaty  of  alliance  and  commerce  with  that  of 
London  ;  a  treaty  which  extended  the  privileges 
of  the  Englifh,  lowered  the  duties  of  importation 
on  their  merchandize,  and  granted  them  great  ad- 
vantages. Her  natural  goodwill  towards  England, 
as  well  as  her  defire  of  fecuring  additional  fuccours 
in  the  war  which  fhe  was  meditating  againft  the 
Turks,  determined  Catharine  to  feek  the  alliance 
of  the  court  of  London. 

Jufl  at  this  time,  when  Catharine  was  difplaying 
her  partiality  in  the  mod  fignal  manner  to  the  britifh 
nation,  an  affair  of  gallantry  between  the  minifter 
of  the  latter  and  one  of  the  maids  of  honour  became 
fo  public,  that  the  emprefa  could  no  longer  pretend 
to  be  ignorant  of  it ;  fhe  therefore  difmiffed  the 
guilty  lady  from  her  pod,  and  forbad,  for  fome  time, 
fhe  minifler  to  appear  at  court. 

The  feverity  fhewn  on  this  occafion  by  Catharine 
formed  doubtlefs  a  (hiking  contr aft  with  fome  parts 
of  her  own  behaviour.  It  feems  impoffible  that  fhe 
could  fo  flrangely  deceive  herfelf  as  to  imagine  that 
the  world  was  not  aware  of  the  indulgences  fhe 
permitted  herfelf ;  but  it  is  neverthelefs  certain,  that 
fhe  fometimes  put  on,  in  the  prefence  of  thofe  who 
Knew  her  befl,  as  great  an  appearance  of  auflerity  of 

*  In  the  month  of  December. 

manners 
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manners  as  of  attachment  to  religion.  Two  *  ladies 
of  her  court,  one  of  whom  had  formerly  been  her 
confidante,  being  at  a  mafquerade,  were  talking 
pretty  loud  concerning  one  of  their  admirers :  the 
emprefs  went  up  to  them,  and,  with  a  flern  coun- 
tenance, ordered  them  to  leave  the  ball-room,  fmcc 
they  knew  no  better  than  to  pay  fo  little  regard  to 
decorum. 

The  diftance  Catharine  often  found  it  neceflary 
to  aiiume  could  neither  be  fuppofed  to  gain  her  the 
affecYion  of  her  courtiers,  nor  to  contribute  to 
reftore  tranquillity  to  the  empire.  Princefs  Dafhkof 
had  been,  for  the  fecond  time,  banifhed  to  Mofco. 
That  young  lady,  who  feemed  to  find  her  greatefl 
pleafure  in  braving  dangers,  revenged  herfelf  for  the 
ingratitude  me  thought  fhe  experienced,  by  revealing 
the  crimes  of  the  confpiracy  in, which  fhe  had  adled 
a  principal  part,  and  in  fomenting  the  difcontents 
againft  the  emprefs.  Without  efleeming  princefs 
Dafhkof  t>  many  perfons  partook  in  her  refentments ; 

*  Madame  Narifhkin  and  Madame  Golofkin.  The  latter 
being  wife  of  the  grand-vaieur,  the  courtiers  furnamed  her 
la  grande-vencrienne. 

•j-  Princefs  Dafhkof  had  rendered  herfelf  ridiculous  by  her 
manners  and  odious  by  her  pride  and  avarice.  She  was  fond  of 
wearing  a  mafculine  drefs,  and  affecled  a  martial  air.  While  on 
her  travels  in  Europe,  flie  was  remarkable  for  her  extravagant 
pretentions,  her  foldier-like  air,  and  her  niggardlinefs.  At  Rome, 
under  pretence  of  recommending  the  artifls  to  the  emprefs,  flic 
extorted  from  feveral  of  them  a  great  number  of  pictures  and 
drawings. 

and 
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and  the  poifon  of  fedition,  aufully  mingled  by  her, 
was  making  n^w  progrefs  from  day  to  day. 

Being  informed  of  the  murmurs  at  Mofco, 
Catharine  feigned  to  defpife  them,  and  refolved  to 
fupprefs  them  by  her  prefence.  But  as  the  feverity 
of  the  winter  would  fcarcely  permit  her  to  take  a 
long  journey,  me  endeavoured,  in  the  meantime, 
to  divert  the  difaffe&ed  by  the  tumult  of  the  plea- 
fures  ihe  contrived  for  the  court.  The  inhabitants 
at  St  Peterfburg  now  faw  two  or  three  tournaments, 
at  which  the  ruffian  courtiers,  arrayed  in  the  habits 
and  the  armour  of  the  ancient  knights  in  the 
days  of  chivalry,  difplayed  more  magnificence  than 
gallantry,  and  greater  ftrcngth  than  dexterity.  Thefe 
fhows,  which  were  continued  for  feveral  days,  were 
beheld  with  general  difapprobation,  as  frivolous  and 
expenfive. 

Nothing,  however,  was  neglected  for  making 
them  interefting  by  pomp  and  pageantry.  In  the 
amphitheatre  erected  on  purpofe  for  the  occafion 
were  two  fuperb  boxes,  for  the  emprefs  and  the 
grand  duke.  In  the  centre  of  the  arena  was  raifed 
a  throne,  whereon  fat  the  grand  judge  of  the 
exercifes,  furrcunded  by  forty  officers,  four  heralds 
at  arms,  and  two  trumpets  for  the  purpofe  of  giving 
fignals.  Befides  thefe,  at  the  four  different  fides  of 
the  circus,  were  kettle-drums  and  trumpets,  making 
warlike  mufic  during  the  whole  time  of  the  carouzel. 
In  fhort,  everything  was  felected  that  could  contri- 
bute to  the  magnificence  and  effect  of  the  exhibition. 

The 
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The  dames  and  knights  of  the  tournaments  were 
divided  into  four  quadrilles  or  troops  of  horfe, 
reprefenting  combatants  of  four  different  nations : 
Sclavonians,  Turks,  Indians,  and  Romans ;  all 
perfectly  obferving  the  cuftoms  of  thofe  nations,  in 
their  drefs  and  ornaments,  in  their  chariots,  in  their 
mufic,  and  attendants ;  and  were  all,  ladies  and 
knights,  adorned  with  fuch  a  profufion  of  gold  and 
filver,  pearls  and  precious  (tones,  on  their  gorgeous 
dreffes  of  velvet,  filks,  feathers,  and  ermine,  that 
they  might  truly  be  faid  *  to 

tf  Shine  with  the  wealth  of  Ormus  and  of  Ind, 
ic  Or  what  the  gorgeous  eaft,  with  richefl  hand, 
«'  Showers  on  her  kings,  barbaric  pearl  and  gold." 

But  that  of  the  Romans,  led  on  by  count  Gre* 
gory  Orlof,  was  brilliant  beyond  defcription.  The 
drefs  of  his  brother  count  Alexey  Orlof,  chief 
of  the  turkifh  cohort,  was  likewife  particularly 
fplendid. 

The  four  quadrilles  rode  in  great  pomp  through 
the  principal  ftreets  of  the  city,  previous  to  their 
affembling  in  the  circus. 

The  ladies  of  the  court  joufted  at  thefe  tourna- 
ments as  well  as  the  chevaliers.  Tilting  at  the 
ring,  cutting  off  the  heads  of  ferocious  animals  and 
Saracens,  artificially  reprefentcd,  then  toffing  up  the 
head  and  catching  it  on  the  point  of  the  fabre, 
letting  off  a  piftol  at  a  fhield,  with  a  variety  of 

*  With  a  flight  alteration  from  Milton. 

achieve- 
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achievements  of  a  fimilar  nature,  all  performed 
at  full  gallop,  and  exactly  in  time  with  the  mufic, 
formed  the  other  parts  of  this  magnificent  enter- 
tainment. 

When  the  carouzel,  which  had  been  repeated 
with  confiderable  variations  for  feveral  days,  was 
ended,  and  the  company  were  drawn  up  in  their 
refpe&ive  troops,  the  famous  marfhal  count  Munich, 
who  had  been  appointed  grand  judge  of  the  field, 
previous  to  decreeing  the  prizes,  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing fpeech,  which  fhews  that  the  veteran  foldier 
was  not  unacquainted  with  the  art  of  flattery. 
"  Illuftrious  ladies  and  chevaliers, 

"  None  of  you  is  ignorant  that  not  a  fingle  day 
"  paries,  not  a  fingle  moment,  in  which  we  do 
"  not  behold  the  attention  of  our  moft  gracious 
<;  fovereign,  towards  augmenting  the  fplendour 
"  of  her  empire,  towards  enlarging  the  fphere  of 
"  the  happinefs  of  her  fubjecls  in  general,  and 
"  towards  adding  in  particular  to  the  luftre  of  her 
"  nobility. 

ct  That  incomparable  fovereign  has  made  choice 
*c  of  this  grand  day,  for  giving  the  prime  nobility 
"  of  her  empire  an  opportunity  for  fignalizino- 
"  their  addrefs  and  agility  in  the  martial  exercifes 
"  of  a  brilliant  carouzel,  and  fuch  as  has  never  yet 
"  been  feen  in  Ruflia.  Who  does  not  fhare  with 
4C  me  the  fentiments  of  admiration  and  gratitude  fo 
"  juftly  due  to  her  majefly  for  this  act  of  goodnefs 
"  and  maternal  care  ? 


Cf  Illuftrious 
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<c  Illuftrious  ladies  and  chevaliers,  you  have  ao 
€C  quitted  yourfelves,  in  thefe  noble  exercifes,  in 
<c  a  manner  worthy  of  your  birth,  and  adapted  to 
*c  give  you  the  affurance  of  having  merited  the 
<c  gracious  regard  of  her  majefly,  the  favour  of 
*c  monfeigneur  the  grand  duke,  and  univerfal 
"  applaufe." 

Then  turning  towards  countefs  Butturlin  *,  who 
had  gained  the  principal  prize,  and  which  was 
valued  at  five  thoufand  rubles,  he  faid, 

46  It  is  to  you,  madam,  to  whom  her  imperial 
"  majefly  authorifes  me  to  prefent  the  principal 
tc  prize,  the  acquifition  of  an  uncommon  dexterity 
"  and  grace  which  have  won  the  murages  of  all 
4C  beholders.  Permit  me,  madam,  to  be  the  firfl 
*c  to  congratulate  you  on  that  honourable  diftinc- 
6C  tion,  which  confers  on  you  the  right  of  diftri- 
44  buting  with  your  victorious  hands,  the  reft  of 
"  the  prizes  to  the  ladies  and  the  chevaliers. 

4C  As  for  me,  become  hoary  under  arms  during 
4C  a  fpace  x>f  fixty-five  years  of  fervicef  ;  I,,  the 
"  oldefl  in  rank  as  well  as  in  years  of  any  of  the 
c4  generals  in  Europe ;  after  having  had  the  glory 
4C  of  leading  the  ruffian  armies  more  than  once 
**  to  victory  ;  I  regard,  as  the  recompence  and  the 
"  crown  of  all  my  toils,  the  honour  to  have  been 

*  Countefs  Butturlin  was  filler  to  prine'efs  Daihkof  and 
countefs  Elizabeth  Romanovna  Vorontzof,  the  favourite  of 
Peter  III. 

f  He  was  at  that  time  eighty-four  years  of  age. 

"  this 
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"  this  day,  not  only  the  witnefs,  but  the  firit  umpire 
a  of  your  refplendent  exploits." 

After  this  the  company,  to  the  amount  of  fome 
hundred  perfons,  fat  down  to  a  fplendid  fupper, 
the  d effort  at  the  conclufion  of  which  admirably 
reprefented.the  circus  wherein  the  carouzel  had  been 
performed.  The  imperial  fummer-gardens  were 
illuminated  throughout,  the  walks  lighted  with 
numerous  arches  of  lamps  burning  with  naphtha, 
temples  of  one  general  radiance,  illuminated  foun- 
tains, and  magnificent  fireworks ;  the  whole  feflivai 
terminating  with  a  mafquerade  in  thefe  gardens, 
which  continued  till  day-light  the  following 
morning. 

But  Catharine  knew  alfo  how  to  employ  more 
worthy  means  for  eftabiifning  her  authority.  She 
ftill  bufied  herfelf  in  making  reforms  and  in  the 
erection  of  ufeful  inftitutions.  She  corrected  the 
tribunals,  fhe  founded  fchools,  (he  buik  hofpitais, 
and  planted^  colonies.  She  endeavoured  to  infufe 
into  her  people  a  love  for  the  laws,  and  to  foften 
their  manners  by  inflru&ion.  Jealous  of  a  power 
that  knew  no  bounds,  greedy  of  every  fpeeies  of 
glory,  ihe  was  determined  to  be  at  once  both  con- 
queror and  legiflutrix.  Amid  ft;  confpiracies  formed 
for  overturning  Jier  throne,  occupied  with  prepa- 
rations for  war,  which  feemed  fufficient  to  arreft 
her  whole  attention,  and  yet  finding  time  for  at- 
tachments   of    gallantry,    fhe   was    unmindful   of 

nothing 
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nothing  that  could  attract  the  reverence  of  mankind^ 
and  captivate  their  admiration. 

There  was  at  that  time  no  country  where  the 
jurifprudence  was  more  perplexed  and  uncertain 
than  in  Ruflia.  The  intricate  code  of  Alexey  Mi- 
khailovitch  *,  compiled  that 'it  might  ferve  as  the 
bafis  of  legifktion,  was,  if  notf  abrogated,  at  lead 
contradicted  by  the  numerous  edicts  of  his  fuccef- 
fors,  which  were  always  dictated  by  the  interefl  or 
the  caprice  of  the  moment.  The  laws  of  this  vaft 
empire  were  voluminous  to  a  degree  of  the  greateft 
abfurdity,  were  perplexed,  inefficient,  in  many 
cafes  contradictory,  and  fo  loaded  with  precedents, 
reports,  cafes,  and  opinions,  that  they  afforded  an 
eternal  fcene  of  altercation,  and  were  fcarcely  to  be 
reconciled  or  underwood  by  the  very  profeffors  of 
them.  This  augean  (table  the  emprefs  was  deter- 
mined to  cleanfe ;  and  though  the  fuccefs  of  her 
patriotic  attempt  has  not  as  yet  been  complete,  yet, 
in  confequence  of  it,  a  great  fimplifkation  has  taken 
place  in  the  laws,  and  a  milder  and  more  impartial 
adminiftration  of  juftice.  The  particular  laws  of 
the  different  provinces  were  alfo  continually  inter- 
fering and  clafning,  and  caufed  fuch  confufion,  that 
the  whole  prefented  an  endlefs  chaoSj  and  effaced 
almoit  every  trace  of  original  fyftetn  or  defign.    The 

*  There  is  a  more  anticnt  code  drawn  up  by  tzar  Ivan  IV". 
called  the  Sudcbnik.  The  code  of  Alexey  Mikhailovitch  bear's 
the  title  (if  Ulofhenie. 
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fenate,  the  colleges,  all  the  tribunals  of  the  empire, 
embarraffed  by  fo  many  authorities  and  fuch 
oppofite  laws,  protracted  caufes  without  end,  of 
terminated  them  without  juftice.  To  thefe  evils 
a  greater  yet  was  added,  the  venality  of  the  judges, 
and  their  unlimited  power  *. 

Catharine  refolved  to  apply  a  remedy  to  all  thefe 
diforders.  She  profecuted  what  fhe  had  begun  in 
the  fenate  and  in  the  colleges,  by  forming  them 
into  feparate  departments,  which,  having  each  but 
one  line  of  bufinefs,  could  neceffarily  proceed  in  a 
more  regular  courfe,  execute  their  bufinefs  with 
much  greater  difpatch,  and  give  fewer  openings  to 
artifice  and  chicane.  In  order  then  to  deprive  the 
judges  of  all  pretext  or  excufe  for  either  negligence 
or  prevarication,  fhe  augmented  the  emoluments  of 
their  offices,  a  means  unhappily  infufficient,  but 
which  proves  that  Catharine  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  which  fhe  governed. 
Indeed,  if  the  magiftrates  had  been  poflefied  of  any 
virtue,  would  it  not  be  rather  from  the  fentiment  of 
reputation,  than  by  pecuniary  recompences,  that 
they  would  have  been  ftimulated  to  juftice  ?  The 
emprefs  therefore  put  in  motion  that  fpring  which 
fhe  thought  would  acl:  with  the  greateft  force  upon 
them.     She  tells  them,  in  the  ukafe  fhe  publifhed 

*  The  lowed  judge,  who  frequently  had  never  learnt  to  read, 
ufed  arbitrarily  to  put  culprits  to  the  torture  to  extort  confeflion, 
and  condemn  a  man  to  the  knoot,  or  to  be  baniflied  into  Siberia. 

vol.  i.  f  f  on 
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oil  the  occafion :  — •  u  Indigence  may  perhaps  hi- 
"  therto  have  given  you  a  propenfity  to  felf-intereft  ; 
"  but  now  the  country  itfelf  rewards  your  labours  ; 
ic  and  therefore  what  might  heretofore  have  been 
Ci  pardonable,  will  henceforward  be  criminal." 

Catharine  did  more  than  augment  the  falaries  of 
the  judges ;  ihe  fecured  to  them  an  appointment  of 
half-pay  for  that  feafon  of  life  when  age  and  infirmi- 
ties fhould  oblige  them  to  retire. 

Thefe  primary  matters  being  arranged,  the 
emprefs  fet  herfelf  to  work  on  a  new  code. 

All  the  provinces  of  Ruffia,  not  excepting  the 
barbarous  nations  who  dwell  in  the  remoteft  parts 
of  that  vafl  empire,  had  orders  to  fend  deputies  to 
Mofco,  to  prefent  their  ideas  on  the  laws  that  were 
the  fitted  for  their  peculiar  exigencies.  Catharine 
herfelf  repaired  to  that  antient  capital.  The  open- 
ing of  the  ftates  was  held  with  extraordinary  pomp. 
It  was  furely  an  interefling  and  novel  tranfa£tion, 
to  fee  deputies  of  numerous  people,  different  in 
their  manners,  their  drefs,  their  languages ;  and 
they  themfelves  mud  have  been  adonifhed  at  being 
here  thus  affembled  for  the  purpofe  of  difcuffing 
their  laws,  people  who  had  never  thought  about 
law  any  farther  than  to  obey  the  arbitrary  will  of  a 
mafter,  whom  it  often  happened  that  they  did  not 
know* 

The  emprefs,  defirous  to  leave  to  this  affembly 
the  appearances  of  the  completed  liberty,  had  a  fort 
of  gallery  conftructed  in  the  hall  in  fuch  manner, 

that, 
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that,  without  being  perceived,  fhe  could  fee  and 
hear  all  that  pafled.  The  bufinefs  was  begun  by 
reading  the  inftru&ions  tranflated  into  the  ruffian 
language,  the  original  whereof  in  french,  almofi 
entirely  in  the  hand- writing  of  Catharine,  has  fmce 
been  depofited,  enclofed  in  a  magnificent  cafe  of 
filver  gilt,  in  an  apartment  of  the  imperial  academy 
of  fciences  at  St.  Peterfburg  *. 

"  The  fovereigns  of  Ruflia  poiTefied  the  moil 
u  extenfive  dominions  in  the  world,  and  every 
<c  thing  was  yet  to  be  done:  at  laft/'  fays  M.  de 
Voltaire  f,  6C  Peter  was  born  and  Ruflia  was  form- 
ed }*  that  is,  doubtlefs,  to  fay,  that  at  this  period 
it  arofe  out  of  chaos.  The  bare  idea  of  forming  it 
was  grand,  and  its  execution  might  juftly  excite 
aftonifhment.  Tzar  Alexey  Mikhailovitch,  his  fa- 
ther, had  already  fketched  out  the  work,  and  it 
mud  be    confeffed    that  Peter   advanced  it   to   a 

*  Mathonius  and  Rozetfky  afiifted  the  emprefs  in  the  compo- 
fition  of  thefe  inftrudlions,  and  afterwards  tranflated  them  into 
rufs.  This  work  may  be  chiefly  taken  from  the  writings  of 
Montefquieu  and  fome  other  of  the  french  philofophers ;  but  it 
mult  always  redound  to  the  glory  of  Catharine  that  ihe  had  the 
liberality  of  mind  to  draw  from  fuch  fources.  That  princefs  had 
as  much  refpeft  for  Montefquieu  as  Ihe  had  diflike  for  John 
Jaques  RoufTeau,  whofe  political  principles  fhe  dreaded.  Accord- 
ingly fhe  never  let  flip  an  opportunity  for  attacking  the  writingg 
of  RoufTeau  on  their  weak  fide.  She  feemed  to  have  fome  pre- 
fage  of  the  revolution  to  which  they  fo  much  contributed. 

f  Hiftory  of  the  ruffian  empire,  vol.  i.  p.  74. 

f  f  %  furprifing 


43^  LIFE    OF    THE  Ll7^7' 

furprifing  degree.     To  leave  his  country,  that  he 
might  return  to  govern  it  with  greater  glory  ;  to  go 
and    feek  light  in  all  parrs  where  it  enlightened 
mankind  ;    to  fubmit  for  feveral  years  to  be  the 
difciple  of  other  nations,  in  order  to  become  the 
mafler  and  the  reformer  of  his  own  ;  to  work  as  a 
fimple   carpenter  at    Saardam,  to  prepare  himfelf 
for  creating  a  navy  than  mould  be  formidable  to  his 
enemies  ;   to  lower  himfelf  to   a  common  foldier, 
in  order  to  become  a  great  commander ;  to  form  on 
all  hands    eftablifhments  of  great  utility,  till  then 
unknown  to  his  fubjecls  ;  to  attack  at  once  all  the 
abufes  both  in  church  and  ftate,  in  the  manners  and 
cuftoms  that  had  been  mod  fan&ioned  by  inveterate 
habit  ;    to  extend   reformation  and   care  to  every 
particular  that  was  deferving  of  them ;   to  temper 
the    feverity   of  his  difcipline  by   the  total   aboli- 
tion of  the  word  flave  ;  to  mix  pomp  with  toil,  and 
annex  profperity  to  triumphs  ;   all  together  charac- 
terifed  him  as  the  great  genius,  the  great  man,  and 
the  great  monarch. 

But  if  that  prince,  fo  juftly  renowned  to  all 
pofterity,  polimed  his  country  in  fo  many  refpefts ; 
if  he  made  regulations  worthy  of  admiration  and 
praife,  with  all  this  he  framed  no  permanent  laws, 
and  much  lefs  a  fyftem  of  legiflation  that  mould 
embrace  all  objecls.  That  great  work-  was  left  for 
Catharine  II.  It  was  fhe  alone  who  conceived  the 
grand  idea  of  undertaking  it,  and  fhe  alone  had 

the 
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the  courage  to  put  it  in  execution.  A  code  of 
laws,  and  efpecially  laws  founded  on  wifdom,  is 
the  nobleft  prefent  that  can  be  made  to  a  people : 
no  woman  had  yet  been  a  legiflatrix  \  and  that  part 
the  cmprefs  of  Ruffia  refolved  to  aft. 

The  reading  of  the  in  it.  ructions  was  frequently 
interrupted  by  burfts  of  applaufe.     Ail  prefent  ex- 
tolled the  fagacity,    the  wifdom,  the   humanity  of 
the  fovereign.     But  fear  and  flattery  had  a  greater 
fliare   in   thefe   exclamations  than    an   admiration 
proceeding  from  a  jufl  knowledge  of  the   matter. 
It  was  hoped,   perhaps,  by  that  means  to  attract  the 
favour  of  the  emprefs,  or  at  lead  to  efcape  Siberia. 
The    deputies    of  the    Samoyedes   alone   had    the 
courage  to  fpeak  freely.    One  of  them  flood  up  in  the 
name  of  his  brethren,  and  faid :  —  «*  We  are  a  fimple 
f%  and  honed  people.  We  quietly  tend  our  rein-deer. 
"  We  are  in  no  want  of  a  new  code  :  but  make  laws 
<c  for  the  Ruffians,  our  neighbours,  that  may  put  a 
"  flop  to  their  depredations." 

The  following  fittings  did  not  pafs  fo  quietly. 
Much  had  been  faid  about  giving  liberty  to  the 
boors.  Some  thoufands  of  this  oppreffed  clafs  of 
beings  were  preparing  to  fupport  by  force  what 
they  expected  from  equity.  The  nobility  dreaded 
an  infurreclion  ;  they  dreaded,  above  all,  a  defal- 
cation of  their  revenues ;  and  fome  nobles  were 
ram  enough  to  affert,  that  they  would  poignard  the 
firft  man  who  mould  move  for  the  aflranchifement  of 
f  f  3  the 
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the  valfals  *.  Notwithflanding  this,  however,  count 
Scheremetof,  the  richeft  individual  of  all  Ruffiaf, 
got  up,  and  declared  that  he  would  willingly  agree 
to  this  afFranchifement.  The  debate  was  carried 
on  with  great  warmth,  which  grew  to  fuch  a 
height,  that  fatal  confequences  were  to  be  appre- 
hended ;  and  the  deputies  were  difmifled  to  their 
refpeclive  provinces. 

However,  previous  to  the  diffolution  of  this  af- 
fembly,  the  members  were  required  to  fignalize  the 
meeting  by  fome  confpicuous  act  of  gratitude.  It 
was  thought  right  that,  though  the  benefit  that  was 
intended  for  the  fubjec~ts  mould  be  loft  to  them,  it 
ought  not  to  be  fo  to  the  fovereign  who  had  con- 
ceived the  noble  idea  of  it.  Accordingly,  by  a 
general  acclamation,  the  titles  of  Great,  Wife, 
Prudent,  and  Mother  of  the  Country,  were  decreed 
to  that  princefs ;  but  when  fne  was  petitioned  to 
accept  of  thofe  titles,  lhe  anfwered,  with  an  afTumed 
modefty,  cc  That  if  fhe  had  rendered  herfelf 
"  worthy  of  the  firft,  it  belonged  to  pofterity  to 
<f  confer  it  upon  her  ;  that  wifdom  and  prudence 
cc  were  the  gifts  of  heaven,  for  which  fhe  daily  gave 
"  thanks,  without  prefuming  to  derive  any  merit 
*c  from  them  herfelf;  that  laftly,  the  title  of  Mother 

*  This  fa£t  has  been  feveral  times  attefted  by  Andrew  Schu- 
valof,  known  in  France  by 'his  pretty  epiftle  to  Ninon. 

f  Potemkin  was  not  as  yet  favourite.  Count  Scheremetof 
poffeffed  an  annual  income  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  rubles.  He 
had  belonging  to  him  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  peafants. 

;-  -    ■       '  <<  pfl 
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"  of  the  Country  was  the  mod  dear  of  all  in  her 
"  eyes,  the  only  one  that  fhe  could  accept,  and 
"  which  (he  regarded  as  the  mod  benign  and 
"  glorious  recompence  for  her  labours  and  follici- 
"  tudes  in  behalf  a  people  whom  fhe  loved." 

It  will  not  be  fuperfluous  to  obferve  that  the 
emprefs  made  a  prefent.  to  each  of  the  deputies  of 
a  gold  medal,  for  the  purpofe  of  tranfmitting  to 
pofterky  the  motive  that  had  called  them  together; 
and  that  the  generality  of  thefe  rude  and  unpolifhed 
people  aimolt  immediately  fold  thefe  medals  to  the 
goldimiths. 

Proud  of  the  work  which  had  obtained  her  fuch 
flattering  marks  of  homage,  Catharine  eagerly 
difpatched  copies  of  her  inftructions  to  the  fovereigns 
whofe  approbation  fhe  moil;  coveted.  They  com- 
plimented her  on  her  laborious  enterprife,  and 
made  no  hefitation  to  pronounce  that  it  would  be 
an  eternal  monument  to  her  glory.  The  king  of 
Pruflia,  who  knew  how  fenfible  fhe  was  to  praife, 
and  who  was  always  lavifh  of  it  with  lefs  delicacy 
than  eafe,  wrote  to  her  a  long  letter,  which,  among 
other  things,  contained  this  flattering  obfervation  ; 
M  No  woman  has  hitherto  been  a  legiflatrix.  That 
"  glory  was  referved  for  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia,  who 
"  well  deferves  it." 

The  emprefs  received  this  letter  *  at  Kazan, 
being  then  on  a  progrefs  to  her  provinces  in  Afia. 
and  the  far-famed  fhores  of  the  Volga. 

t  Which  fee  in  the  appendix,  No.  VI.  of  the  fecond  volume. 

f  F4  Count 
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Count  Solms,  minifter  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  on 
fending  this  letter  to  count  Panin,  wrote  him  a  note 
to  the  following  purport :  "  I  batten  to  tranfmit  to 
tc  your  excellency  the  letter  which  the  king  my  matter 
"  has  had  the  honour  to  ccmpofe,  in  anfwer  to  that 
cc  with  which  her  imperial  majefty  was  gracioufly 
cc  plealed  to  accompany  the  prefent  of  her  inftru&ion 
<c  for  the  formation  of  the  new  code  in  Ruflia,  ordering 
"  me  to  caufe  it  to  be  prefented  to  her  imperial  ma- 
*c  jetty.  He  fubjoins,  with  his  own  hand,  in  the  dif- 
"  patch  which  he  has  addreffed  to  me,  c  I  have  read 
"  with  admiration  the  work  of  the  emprefs.  I  was 
cc  not  willing  to  tell  her  all  that  I  think  of  it, 
"  becaufe  me  might  have  fufpected  me  of  flattery  ; 
"  but  I  may  fay  to  you,  with  due  deference  to 
"  modefty,  that  it  is  a  mafculine  performance, 
"  nervous,  and  worthy  of  a  great  man.  We  are 
<c  told  by  hiflory,  that  Semiramis  commanded 
«  armies.  Queen  Elizabeth  has  been  accounted  a 
"  good  politician.  The  emprefs-queen  has  (hewn 
Ci  great  intrepidity  on  her  acceflion  to  the  throne  : 
"  but  no  woman  has  hitherto  been  a  legiflatrix. 
•*  That  glory  was  referved  for  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia, 
4C  who  well  deferves  it." 

It  certainly  redounds  much  to  the  praife  of  Ca- 
tharine, that  thefe.  inftructions  are  founded  on  the 
principles  of  an  enlightened  humanity  ;  and  that, 
though  autocratrix  and  of  unlimited  power,  fhe 
recognizes  no  legitimate  authority  but  that  which  is 
founded  on  juftice  ,  every  particular  in  her  laws  has 

a  ten- 
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a  tendency  to  enervate  defpotifm,  and  to  render  a 
juft  authority  refpe&able.  Her  purpofe  is  to  form 
a  folid,  and  not  an  arbitrary  legiflation.  Her  whole 
plan  is  directed  to  prevent  all  thofe  who  govern  under 
her  from  exercifmg  a  capricious  and  cruel  authority, 
by  fubjecling  them  to  invariable  laws,  which  no 
authority  mould  be  able  to  infringe. 

The  accomplifhment  of  this  grand  defign,  how- 
ever, did  not  proceed  fo  fmoothly  as  the  hrrt  ileps 
gave  room  to  expect.  Either  it  was  found  that  the 
plan  of  a  convocation  of  the  nation  by  its  deputies 
was  beginning  at  too  high  a  pitch,  and  that  in  an 
aflembly  compofed  of  fuch  a  diverlity  of  tribes, 
manners,  and  tongues,  it  would  be  impoffible  to 
come  to  any  common  conclufions  ;  or  the  whole 
apparatus  was  ufed  only  as  a  machine,  and  fufFcred 
to  fall  when  it  had  anfwered  the  end  for  which  it 
was  contrived. 

A  few  articles  in  thefe  inftructions  will  fuffice  to 
fhew  the  principles  on  which  they  are  drawn  up. 

"  The  fpirit  of  the  nation,  the  nation  itfelf,  ought 
"  to  be  confulted  in  the  framing  of  laws. 

cc  Thefe  laws  mould  be  confidered  no  other  wife 
fi  than  as  a  means  of  conducting  mankind  to  the 
*c  greateft  happinefs. 

"  It  is  cur  duty  to  mitigate  the  lot  of  thofe  who 
"  live  in  a  (late  of  dependence. 

<c  The    liberty  and  the  lecurity  of  the  citizens 

^  ought  to  be  the  grand  and  precious  objects  of  all 

1  "  laws; 
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"  laws  ;  they  fhould  all  tend  to  render  life,  honour, 
<c  and  property,  as  liable  and  fecure  as  the  con- 
u  flitution  of  the  government  itfelf. 

"  The  liberty  of  the  fubje&s  ought  only  to  be 
<f  reftricted  concerning  what  it  would  be  difadvan- 
"  tageous  to  them  to  do. 

"  In  caufes  purely  civil,  the  laws  mould  be  fo 
"  clear  and  precife,  that  the  judgments  refulting 
u  from  them  be  always  in  perfect  unifon  in  the 
"  fame  cafes,  in  order  to  remove  that  jurifprudence 
*f  of  decifions  which  is  fo  often  a  fource  of  uncer- 
<f  tainties,  of  errors,  or  acls  of  injuflice,  according 
"  as  a  caufe  has  been  well  or  ill  defended  at  one 
*c  time  or  at  another,  gained  or  loft  according  to 
**  influence  or  circumflances." 

We  read  with  equal  pleafure  the  inftructions 
(he  prefcribes  to  be  followed  in  the  criminal  con- 
flitution : 

"  It  is  incomparably  better  to  prevent  crimes 
<c  than  to  punifh  them. 

<c  The  life  of  the  meaneft  citizen  is  of  confe- 
<c  quence ;  and  no  one  mould  be  deprived  of  it, 
"  except  when  it  is  attacked  or  required  by  the 
<c  country. 

"  In  like  manner  his  liberty  mould  be  refpe&ed, 
"  by  being  difficult  about  imprifonment,  by  care- 
*«  fully  diftinguifhing  the  cafes  where  the  laws  will 
•*  difpenfe  with  it,  as  alfo  thofe  in  which  the  public 
c-  fafety  requires  arreftation,  detention,  or  formal 

"  impri- 
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*c  imprifonment,  and  in  this  cafe  even  concerning 
5C  different  prifons. 

«  In  the  methods  of  trial,  the  ufe  of  torture 
f*  is  contrary  to  found  reafon.  Humanity  cries 
.¥  out  againfl  this  practice,  and  infills  on  its  being 
"  abolifhed. 

<c  A  prifoner  is  not  to  be  facrifked  to  the  torrent 
f*  of  opinions.  Judgment  mud  be  nothing  but  the 
•c5  precife  text  of  the  law ;  and  the  office  of  the 
6<  judge  is  only  to  pronounce  whether  the  aclion  is 
ft  conformable  or  contrary  to  it," 

Concerning  punifhments : 

"  The  aim  of  punifhment  is  not  to  torment 
f*  fenfible  beings. 

"  All  punifhment  is  unjufl  when  it  is  not  neceffary 
1*  to  the  maintenance  of  the  public  fafety. 

cc  The  atrocity  of  punifnments  is  reprobated  by 
tc  the  companion  that  is  due  to  human  nature ; 
.cc  whenever  it  is  ufelefs,  it  is  a  fufficient  reafon  to 
l*  regard  it  as  unjufl,  and,  as  fuch,  to  reject  it. 

"  In  the  ordinary  (late  of  fociety,  the  death  of  a 
f?  citizen  is  neither  ufefui  nor  neceffary." 

All  that  follows  under  this  head,  touching  the 
proportion  that  mould  be  obferved  between  crimes 
and  punifhments ;  on  the  rarity  of  the  cafes  where 
the  crime  deferves  death ;  on  the  rule  to  be  ob- 
ferved in  confifcations,  which  theemprefs  would  not 
extend  beyond  acquired  property,  and  a  number  of 
other  idea?,  are  fuch  as  could  only  proceed  from 
goodnefs  of  heart  and  profound  meditation.     The 

whole 
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whole  number  of  the  articles  of  her  inftructions  is 
,52^;  and  the  very  publication  and  difperfion  of 
the  book  throughout  the  empire  has  been  '  at- 
tended with  falutaiy  effects.  Tc  was  doubtlefs  a 
great  and  arduous  undertaking,  and  worthy  of  an 
exalted  mind. 

The  inftru&ion  of  the  emprefs  is  not  a  law;book 
itfelf.  She  only  fays,  u  Such  regulations  mould 
cc  be  made.  —  In  the  firfl  place,  it  frnuld  be  ex- 
<c  amined  whether,"  &c.  But  it  mufl  be  confeffed 
that  excellent  fuggeftions  are  thus  delivered,  which 
certainly  have  produced,  and  muft  continue  to  pro- 
duce, great  effects.  Thus  we  find  it  faid,  chap.  xi. 
'  <£  Peter  I.  promulgated  a  law  in  1722,  that  perfons 
"  who  were  not  of  found  mind,  and  who  opprefs 
*c  their  ferfs,  mould  be  put  under  guardians.  The 
tc  former  point  of  this  law  has  been  kept  up  ;  why 
<e  the  latter  is  not  enforced  is  not  known.*'  —  Again, 
chap.  xii.  "  It  feems  too,  that  the  new  manner  in 
«c  which  noblemen  exact  their  dues  from  the  pea- 
cc  fantry  is  hurtful  to  population.  There  is  fcarcely 
<€  a  village  which  does  not  pay  certain  tributes  to 
"  its  lord  in  money.  The  lord,  who  never,  or  but 
<c  very  rarely,  fees  his  village,  impofes  on  every 
<c  head  a  tax  of  one,  two,  and  even  to  five  rubles, 
"  without  concerning  himfelf  how  the  peafant  is 
li  to  pay  that  fum.  It  will  be  abfolutely  indif- 
"  penfable  to  prefcribe  laws  to  the  nobility,  obliging 
tc  them  to  act  more  circumfpe&ly  in  the  manner  of 
6i  levying  their  dues,  and  to  require  of  the  peafant 

'•  tributes 
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"  triblit.es  of  fuch  a  nature  as  (hall  remove  h'm.  ,as 
cc  little  as  poffible  from  his  houfe  and  family.  By 
"  this  means  agriculture  will  be  better  followed, 
"  and  the  population  of  the  empire  be  increafed. 
<c  At  prefent,  a  labourer  leaves  his  home  at  the  age 
"  of  fifteen  to  go  and  feek  his  fubfiftence  in  diftant 
"  towns  ;  roams  about  the  empire,  and  pays  his 
"  dues  annually  from  what  he  earns." 

cc  If,  for  fome  political  reafon,  it  be  not  practicable 
cc  to  free  the  boors  throughout  the  empire  from 
"  their  vaffalage,  yet  means  mould  be  thought  of 
cc  to  enable  them  to  acquire  property.  In  pur- 
"  fuance  of  this  idea,  mould  not  a  method  be 
<c  devifed  for  gradually  bettering  the  condition  of 
"  this  lower  clafs  of  people  V  Is  not  fuch  language, 
which  evinces  fo  much  fagacity  and  benevolence, 
the  fitted  for  the  mouth  of  a  monarch  who  is  defirous 
of  making  improvements,  without  undertaking  the 
boifterous  and  intemperate  part  of  an  auflere  re- 
former ?  It  is  a  great  matter,  if  a  prince  mews  that 
he  underftands  the  vices  of  the  country,  and  knows 
how  they  may  be  remedied.  Suppofe  even  that 
nothing  farther  is  done,  mud  not  every  confiderate 
fpectator  feel  himfelf  inclined  to  believe  that  this 
fagacity  and  this  benevolence  have  met  with  dif- 
ficulties which  were  abfolutely  not  to  be  overcome? 
But  fuch  words  are  never  loft :  under  Catharine 
much  was  effected  by  what  (he  planned  with 
prudence  and  moderation.  In  fome  places,  however, 
fhe  expre fifes  herfelf  decifively,  and  with  command  ; 

and 
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and  wherever  this  is  the  cafe,  the  inftru&ion  retains 
the  virtual  force  of  a  law. 

The  whole  performance  is  an  excellent  com- 
pendium of  choice  obfervations,  of  juffc  maxims, 
and  of  generous  fentiments  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
a  beautiful  collection  of  (biking  pafTages  from  the 
celebrated  philofophers  of  Greece  and  Rome,  of 
apt  examples  from  ancient  and  modern  hiftory, 
from  the  manners  of  cultivated  and  favage  nations, 
and  even  from  fuch  nations  as  are  not  very  much' 
known  to  the  reft  of  Europe,  the  Chinefe  and 
other  Afiatics.  Whoever  would  make  himfelf 
acquainted  with  the  philofophy  of  legiflation,  might 
reap  considerable  advantage  by  taking  it  as  his 
manual. 

In  addition  to  the  paffages  above  cited  from  this 
work,  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  fentiments  of  Catharine, 
it  will  not  be  amifs  to  extract  a  few  others,  if  it  be  only 
to  (hew,  that  upwards  of  thirty  years  ago  a  monarch 
delivered  the  bed  of  thofe  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
fome,  were  firfl  difcovered  by  the  republicans  of  the 
prefent  day.  A  lofty  philosophical  ftation  is  taken 
in  the  fixth  chapter:  <c  Several  things  influence 
"  mankind,  religion,  climate,  laws,  maxims  of 
M  government,  examples  of  things  paft,  manners, 
ct  cuiToms,  from  which,  as  the  refult,  a  public  mind 
cc  is  formed."  Elucidations  of  this  maxim  from 
the  charafteriftics  of  various  nations  fucceed  to  this. 
Then,  "  It  is  the  bufmefs  of  the  legiilator  to  follow 
*  the  temper  of  the  nation  j  for  we  do  nothing 
4  "  better 
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"  better  than  what  we  do  voluntarily,  and  in  pur- 
"  fuance  of  our  natural  difpofition.  For  efta- 
"  blifhing  a  more  perfect  legiflation,  it  is  neceflary 
"  that  the  minds  of  men  mould  be  previoufly  pre- 
<c  pared  for  it.  But  in  order  to  defeat  the  pretext 
iC  ufually  alleged,  that  it  is  not  poflible  to  do  good, 
*c  becaufe  the  minds  are  not  yet  difpofed  to  admit 
cc  it,  take  the  pains  to  prepare  them  for  it :  this  will 
cc  be  already  a  great  ftep  advanced.*'  —  "  When  it  is 
JJ  intended  to  make  great  changes  in  a  nation,  which 
"  may  turn  to  its  benefit,  that  which  has  been 
"  eftablifhed  by  laws  fhould  be  reformed  by  laws  ; 
cc  and  what  cuftom  has  brought  into  practice  mould 
J*  be  changed  by  cuftom  ;  and  it  is  very  bad  policy 
**  to  change  by  laws  what  ought  to  be  changed  by 
«f  cuftom.'1 

Chap.  viii.  of  punifhments.  fC  Examine  with 
*«  attention  into  the  caufe  of  all  relaxations,  and  it 
"  will  be  feen  that  they  arife  from  the  impunity  of 
<c  crimes,  and  not  from  the  moderation  of  punifh- 
"  ments."  —  "  It  often  happens  that  a  legiflator, 
"  who  intends  to  correcl  an  evil,  confines  his. 
"  thoughts  to  that  correction  :  his  eyes  are  open  to 
(<  that  object,  and  fhut  to  the  inconveniencies  at- 
'J  tending  it.^  —  Chap.  ix.  <c  If  you  confider  the 
€c  forms  of  law  in  regard  to  the  trouble  a  citizen 
"  has  to  obtain  his  right,  or  to  get  fatisfaction  for 
"  fome  injury,  you  will  doubtlefs  find  them  too 
"  many ;  if  you  regard  them  in  the  relation  they 
"  bear  to  the  liberty  and  fecurity  of  the  citizens, 

**  you 
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u  you  will  often  find  them  too  few,  and  you  will 
u  fee  that  the  punifhments,  the  expences,  the  delays, 
<c  even  the  danger  of  the  deeifion  are  the  price  that 
"  every  citizen  pays  for  his  liberty."  Not  to  be 
farther  tedious,  we  will  conclude  with  the  foi- 
cc  lowing :  <c  Would  you  prevent  crimes  ;  contrive 
tc  that  the  laws  favour  lefs  the  different  orders  of 
"  citizens,  than  each  citizen  in  particular.  Let 
u  men  fear  the  laws  and  nothing  but  the  laws. 
"  Would  you  prevent  crimes ;  provide  that  reafon 
"  and  knowledge  be  more  and  more  difTufed  among 
<c  mankind.  To  conclude  :  the  mod  fure,  but  the 
<c  mod  difficult  method  of  making  men  better,  is  by 
<c  rendering  education  more  complete."  Nothing 
that  relates  to  government  is  left  untouched  in  this 
little  book.  The  maxims  of  politics,  of  toleration, 
and  of  juftice,  are  thus  loudJy  and  powerfully 
delivered  from  the  throne,  and  have  thereby  received, 
as  it  were,  one  fanction  more. 

Still  proceeding  on  the  fame  enlarged  and  en- 
lightened plan  which  we  have  before  had  occafion 
to  commend,  the  emprefs  continued  to  cultivate 
and  encourage  the  arts  and  fciences ;  to  make  her 
empire  an  afvlum  to  the  learned  and  ingenious ; 
and  to  reform  the  manners  and  inftrucl  the  minds 
of  the  people,  through  the  extent  of  its  moll  diftant 
provinces. 

The  tranfit  of  the  planet  Venus  over  the  fun, 
which  was  to  happen  in  the  fummer  of  1769,  added 
a  new  opportunity  of  fhewing  as  well   the    muni* 

ficence 
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ficence  of  Catharine  as  the  attention  me  paid  to 
aftronomy.  This  great  princefs  wrote  a  letter  from 
Mofco  with  her  own  hand,  to  count  Vladimir  Orlof, 
director  of  the  academy  of  fciences  at  Peterfburg  * ; 
wherein  fhe  defires  the  academy  to  inform  her  of 
the  moft  proper  places  in  her  dominions  for  the 
making  of  thofe  obfervations ;  with  an  offer  to  fend 
workmen  and  artifts,  and  to  conftruct  buildings 
in  all  thofe  places  which  the  academy  might  think 
proper  for  the  purpofe,  and  to  grant  every  other 
afTiftance  requifite  to  the  undertaking.  She  alfo 
defired,  that  if  there  were  not  fufficient  aftronomers 
in  the  academy  to  make  obfervations  in  all  the 
places  required,  to  give  her  notice,  that  me  might 
fend  a  proper  number  of  the  officers  of  her  marine, 
to  qualify  themfelves  under  the  eye  of  the  profeiTbrs 
in  the  academy,  for  that  undertaking.  Such  is  the 
extent  of  that  vafi:  empire,  that  the  obfervations 
which  were  made,  both  on  the  tranfit  and  exit  of 
this  planet,  the  one  in  the  frozen  regions  towards 
the  pole,  and  the  other  on  the  borders  of  the 
Cafpian,  were  made  within  its  own  limits  ;  to 
fome  part  of  which  aftronomers  from  every  corner 
of  Europe  went  to  behold  that  remarkable  oc- 
currence. 

The  academy  at  Peterfburg  applied  to  a  member 
of  the  royal  fociety  of  London,  to  procure  the 
neceiTary  inftruments  for  the  purpofe  of  proceeding 

•  For  which  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  appendix,  No.  VII. 
at  the  end  of  the  fecond  volume. 

vol.  i.  g  g  fuccefsfully 
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fuccefsfully  in  that  important  obfervation  *.  Mr. 
Ramofsky,  who  was  the  writer  upon  this  occafion, 
candidly  acknowledged  the  great  joy  of  the  academy, 
and  their  obligations  to  Mr.  Short,  for  procuring 
them  thofe  inftruments ;  and  confelfed  their  doubts 
of  being  able  to  anfwer  the  views  of  theemprefs,  till 
they  had  received  his  letter. 

What  appears  fomewhat  furprifmg  is,  that  while 
Catharine  was  driving  to  build  her  fame  upon  a 
folid  bails,  fhe  made  it  a  matter  of  much  importance 
to  obtain  from  all  the  powers  of  Europe  the  title 
of  Imperial  majefty,  which  fome  of  them  had 
refufed  her.  The  king  of  Sweden  had  loog  fince 
given  it  to  Catharine ;  but  the  fwedifh  diet  could 
not  be  brought  to  grant  it  till  the  commencement  of 
this  year  f . 

1768.  Lewis  XV.  pertinaciouily  delayed  to 
mention  her  by  that  ftyie.  Knowing  that  the 
fovereigns  of  Ruflia  only  began  to  aflume  the  title 
of  emperor  in  the  time  of  Peter  the  great,  he  re- 
garded them  in  fome  fort  as  a  new  nobility  :  never 
confidering  that  it  is  the  power  of  princes,  and  not 
the  antiquity  of  their  race>  on  which  their  rights  are 
built.  This  refufal  of  the  king  of  France  mortified 
Catharine  ;  but  it  was  not  the  only  reafon  fhe  had 
to  be  irritated  againfl  him.     She  had  no  doubt  that 

*  See  the  appendix,  No.  VII.   at   the   end    of  the  fecond 
volume. 

f  The  6th  of  February.     Set  the  appendix,  No.  VIII.  at  the 
end  of  this  volume. 

this 
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this  monarch  was  informed  of  all  the  fecrets  of  the 
confpiracy  that  had  placed  her  on  thtt  throne  ;  and 
fhe  knew,  befides,  that  the  ambafiador  of  France  at 
the  Porte  had  been  long  labouring  to  make  the 
Turks  declare  againfl  Ruflia. 

What  then  would  fhe  have  thought  if  fhe  had 
read  a  letter  concerning  this,  written  by  the  duke 
dc  Choifeul  ?  —  «  We  know,"  faid  he,  "the  ill- 
"  judged  animofity  of  the  court  of  Ruflia  againfl 
"  France.  The  king  fo  heartily  defpifes  at  once  the 
"  princefs  who  reigns  in  that  country,  and  her 
"  fentiments  and  her  conduct,  that  it  is  our  intention 
"  not  to  take  a  fingle  ftep  towards  inducing  her  to 
u  change  them.  The  king  thinks  that  the  hatred 
cc  of  Catharine  II.  is  far  more  honourable  than  her 
<c  friendfhip.  At  the  fame  time  he  is  defirous  of 
<c  avoiding  an  open  rupture." 

But  the  muffling  tricks  of  a  foreign  court  and 
the  dangers  of  war  could  caufe  no  great  diflurbance 
to  Catharine ;  perhaps  they  were  even  as  neceffary  to 
her  as  the  cares  fhe  beftowed  on  the  adminid  ration 
of  the  empire,  for  eluding  the  bittern efs  of  fuch 
reflections  as  might  occaiionally  arife  iu  her  mind. 
She  often  imagined  that  in  one  adverse  moment  fhe 
might  be  defpoiled  of  the  fruit  of  her  labours  and 
ingenuity,  and  that  fome  of  her  fubjects  might  be 
ardently  wifhing  for  its  arrival.  The  name  of 
Peter  III.  was  become  dear  to  the  Ruffians.  They 
recollected  with  pleafure  the  good  he  had  done, 
and  the  defire  he  had  of  doing  more  :  they  forgot 
go  2  his 
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his  failings  and  infirmities,  expiated  by  a  feries  of 
misfortunes.  They  lamented  the  deplorable  end  of 
that  prince  ;  and  the  multitude  of  malcontents  dif- 
perfed  throughout  the  empire  might  fecretly  contain 
more  than  one  avenger. 

Senfibly  touched  with  the  deplorable  death  of 
the  tzar,  and  incenfed  at  feeing  his  murderers 
fharing  his  power,  a  young  officer,  named  Tfchog- 
lokof  *,  refolved  to  avenge  it,  and  even  thought 
himfelf  infpired  with  the  defign  by  the  fuggeftions 
of  heaven.  After  having  long  reflected  on  the 
rneaias  of  executing  his  fanguinary  project,  he  re- 
ported to  the  palace  for  fever  a  L  days  in  fucceflion^ 
always  lurking  in  fome  of  the  dark  pafTages  leading 
to  the  inner  apartments,  to  which  the  emprefs  retired 
when  (he  wifhed  to  be  alone.  The  prefervation  of 
her  majefty  was  on  this  occafion  owing  to  an 
accidental  circumftance,  which  prevented  her  from 
going,  according  to  cuftom,  along  the  paffage  wher« 
Tfchoglokof  was  waiting  her  coming.  Difconcerted 
by  a  delay  which  he  had  not  forefeen,  and  impatient 
to  (hike  the  blow  which  he  thought  beneficial  to 
his  country  and  glorious  to  himfelf,  this  young 
man  had  the  imprudence  to  truft  his  fecret  to  an- 
other officer  whom  he  thought  his  friend.  This 
officer  ran  in  hade  to  betray  him.  Orlof,  thus 
informed    of   the  meafures   that  were   taken  by 

*  Tfchoglokof  was  a  defccndant  of  the  family  of  that  Ska- 
vronfivy  whom  Catharine  I.  acknowledged  as  her  brother  :  con- 
sequently be  was  related  to  Elizabeth  and  to  Peter  III. 

Tfchoglokof, 
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Tfchoglokof,  and  the  inflant  when  he  was  again  to 
expect  the  emprefs,  caufed  him  to  be  arretted  in  his 
ambufcade.  He  was  found  armed  with  a  long 
poignard,  and  confefTed,  without  hefitation,  the  ufe 
for  which  he  defigned  it.  Catharine,  always  fuf- 
ficiently  rriiftrefs  of  herfelffor  concealing  her  indig- 
nation and  her  fears,  pretended  to  forgive  the  rafli 
attempt  of  the  youth,  whom  political  fanaticifm  had 
deluded  from  his  duty.  She  even  had  him  brought 
into  her  prefence,  and  fpoke  to  him  with  mildnefs. 
This  generofity  was  only  apparent.  Catharine 
wifhed  to  conceal  from  the  public  a  wicked  defign, 
which,  if  it  had  been  known,  might  foon  have  been 
imitated.  But,  as  me  did  not  flatter  herfelf  with 
the  hopes  of  entirely  converting  a  man  who,  from 
an  excefs  of  humanity,  was  about  to  become  an 
afTaffin,  fhe  quickly  caufed  Tfchoglokof  to  be  put 
into  prifon,  and  afterwards  banifhed  to  the  heart  of 
Siberia  *, 

Some  time  before  the  period  of  which  we  are 
treating,  the  deputies  of  the  two  ruffian  trading 
companies,  one  eftablifhed  at  Kamtfnatka,  and  the 
other  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Kovima,  gave  the 
court  of  Peter  (burg  an  account  of  their  difcdveries. 
Thofe  of  Kovima,  fetting  out  from  that  river, 
doubled  the  cape  called  Tfchutfkoi-nofs,  in  74 
deg..  north  lat.  and  falling  down  to  the  fouth, 
through   the   itrait  which    feparates    Europe  from 

*  The   daughter  of  Tfchoglokof  was  afterward*  appointed 
©ec  of  the  maids  of  honour  to  Catharine. 

g  g  3  America, 
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America,  they  difcovered  fome  inhabited  iflands 
in  the  64th  degree  of  latitude,  where  they  went 
afhore,  and  fettled  a  trade  with  the  inhabitants, 
for  their  fineft  furs,  fome  of  which  they  brought 
to  the  emprefs,  particularly  a  parcel  of  the  molt 
beautiful  black  foxes  fkins  that  ever  were  feen. 
They  named  thefe  iflands  the  iflands  of  Aleyut ; 
fome  of  them  are  very  near  the  continent  of 
America*.  Thofe  of  Kamchatka  went  to  the 
northward,  and  met  their  companions  at  the  above 
iflands;  fo  that,  for  the  convenience  of  trade, 
they  fixed  a  factory  at  the  ifle  of  Behring.  When 
this  report  was  made,  the  court  came  to  a  refolu- 
tion  Oi  pufhing  thefe  difcoveries ;  and  lieutenant- 
colonel  Blenmer  was  fent,  accompanied  by  feveral 
able  geographers,  with  orders  to  fail  from  the  river 
Anadyr  to  the  fame  coafls,  and  even  beyond  them, 
About,  the  middle  of  the  year  1767,  the  emprefs 
conceived  the  ufeful  project  of  fending  feveral 
learned  men  to  travel  into  the  interior  of  her  vafi 
territories,  for  the  purpofe  of  determining  the  geo- 
graphical pofition  of  the  principal  places,  of  marking 
their  temperature,  and  of  examining  into  the  nature 
of  their  foil,  their  productions,  their  wealth,  as  well 
as  the  manners  and  characters  of  the  feveral  people 
by  whom  they  are  inhabited. 

*  For  a  farther  account  of  fome  of  thefe  difcoveries  the  reader 
js  referred  to  "  Varieties  of  Literature,"  vol,  ii.  p.  1.  printed 
[or  Debrett,  Piccadilly. 

A  country 
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A  country  of  fuch  a  prodigious  extent  as  the 
radian  empire  mull  naturally  attract  the  notice  of 
every  man  who  wifhes  to  increafe  his  knowledge, 
whether  it  be  confidered  in  regard  to  the  adonifhing 
number  of  tribes  or  nations  by  which  it  is  inhabited, 
the  great  diver fity  of  climates  under  which  they 
live,  or  the  almofl  infinite  quantity  of  natural 
curiofities  with  which  it  abounds.  But  the  greater 
part  of  this  country  is  ftill  immerfed  in  the  pro- 
founded  barbarifm,  and  aimed  inacceflible  to  the 
invedigations  of  the  ordinary  traveller.  Here, 
vagrant  hordes  of  people,  who,  entirely  addicted  to 
the  pafloral  life,  roam  from  place  to  place,  fhunning 
the  focial  manners  of  towns  and  villages,  negligent 
of  agriculture,  and  leaving  uncultivated  and  almoft 
in  a  defert  date  vaft  tracts  of  land  bleffed  with  the 
mod  favourable  foil  and  the  mod  happy  temperature 
of  feafons :  there,  peafants,  and  even  in  many  places 
inhabitants  of  towns,  flaves  to  a  thoufand  prejudices, 
languifhing  in  bondage  to  the  mod  dupid  fuperdi- 
tions ;  brought  up,  befides,  in  the  fevered  fervitude, 
and  being  accudomed  to  obey  by  no  other  means 
than  blows,  are  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  harihed 
treatment :  none  of  thofe  affectionate  admonitions, 
thofe  prudent  and  impelling  motives,  which  ufually 
urge  mankind  to  action,  make  any  impreflion  on 
their  degraded  minds ;  they  reluctantly  labour  the 
fields  of  a  hard  mader,  and  dudioufly  conceal  from 
his  knowledge  thofe  riches  which  fome  accident,  fa 
g  g  4  deferable. 
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defirable  in  other  countries,  fhould  have  led  them 
to  difcover;  as  they  would  only  augment  the 
number  of  their  toils  and  the  heavinefs  of  their  yoke. 
Hence  that  carelefs  contempt  for  the  treasures  pre- 
fented  them  by  nature,  and  the  neglect,  of  thofe 
bounties  fhe  lavifhes  on  them.  Hence  thofe  im- 
nienfe  deferts  almoft  totally  deftituie  of  cultivation, 
and  fo  many  towns  that  are  falling  to  decay. 

Peter  the  great,  of  too  penetrating  a  view  not  to 
perceive  both  the  evil  and  its  caufes,  took  all 
imaginable  pains,  and  adopted  the  wifeft  meafures 
to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  an  empire,  fo  power- 
ful  from  numberlefs  other  circumftances,  to  free  his 
fubje&s  by  gentle  degrees  from  the  fhackles  of 
barbarifm,  to  diffufe  on  ail  fides  the  benign  light  of 
arts  and  fciences,  to  difcover  the  treafures  concealed 
in  his  dominions,  and  to  furnifh  agriculture  with 
the  remedies  and  affiftances  adapted  to  its  improve- 
ment. His  travels  into  feveral  countries  of  Europe 
for  the  acquifition  of  fuch  kinds  of  knowledge  as 
were  mod  applicable  to  the  ufe  of  his  dominions, 
are  fufficiently  known;  as  well  as  that  in  17 17  he 
honoured  the  royal  academy  of  fciences  at  Paris 
with  his  prefence,  and  exprefifed  his  defire  the  fol- 
lowing year  to  be  admitted  a  member ;  that  he 
kept  up  a  regular  correfpondence  with  that  illuftrious 
body,  and  that  he  fent  to  it,  as  the  firft  effay  of  his 
ingenious  and  magnificent  enterprifes,  an  accurate 
chart  of  the  Cafpian,  which  he  caufed  to  be  fcru- 

pulouily 
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puioufly  taken  on  the  fpot.  At  the  fame  time  he 
fttted  out  and  difpatched  feveral  men  of  letters  to 
various  parts  of  his  empire ;  one  of  them  to  make 
the  tour  of  Ruffia,  and  two  others  to  proceed  to 
Kazan  and  Aftrakhan,  to  gain  information  of  every 
thing  of  coniequence  to  be  known  in  thofe  countries. 
In  the  year  1719,  Daniel  Amadeus  Mefierfchmidt, 
a  phyfician  of  Bantzic,  was  fent  into  Siberia,  for 
the  purpofe  of  making  inquiries  into  the  natural 
hiftory  of  that  immenfe  province,  from  which  ex- 
pedition he  only  returned  at  the  beginning  of  1727. 
This  learned  man  did  honour  to  the  choice  that 
had  been  made  of  him,  by  an  indefatigable  activity, 
and  by  the  proofs  he  gave  of  his  profound  know- 
ledge, not  only  in  every  department  of  natural 
hiftory,  but  likewife  in  antiquities,  as  well  as  in 
aftronomy,  having  carefully  determined  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  pole  in  all  the  places  where  he  flopped. 
The  northern  regions,  particularly  thofe  of  Si- 
beria, being  as  yet  but  little  known,  and  it  being 
very  uncertain  whether  the  extremity  of  thefe  latter 
might  not  touch  upon  America,  Peter  I.  fent  from 
Archangel  two  fhips,  with  orders  to  proceed,«by  the 
White-fea  and  the  Northern-ocean  into  the  Frozen- 
ocean,  where  tbey  experienced  the  fame  difafiers  as 
had  befallen  the  other  veffels  that  had  gone  before 
them  in  this  attempt ;  for  one  of  the  two  was  caught 
among  the  fields  of  ice,  and  difabled  from  proceed- 
ing any  farther  ;  and  as  no  tidings  were  ever  heard 
of  the  other,  it  in  all  probability  perifhed. 

3  Peter 
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Peter  L  was  not  difcouraged  by  the  failure  of 
this  undertaking  ;  but  he  was  carried  off  by  death 
as  he  was  preparing  a  new  expedition  ;  he  had  given 
the  charge  of  it  to  two  danifh  captains,  Behring 
and  Spangberg,  and  a  ruffian  named  Tfchirikof, 
with  orders  to  go  to  Kamtfhatka,  whence  they  were 
to  fail  for  exploring  the  northernmofl  coafts  of  Si- 
beria. The  forrowful  event  of  the  emperor's  death 
made  no  alteration  in  thefe  difpofitions ;  and  the 
plan  was  carried  into  execution,  the  fame  winter, 
by  the  emprefs  Catharine  the  firft,  who  fent  a  fmall 
company  of  literati,  provided  with  a  paper  of  inftruc- 
tions,  which  Peter  had  framed  with  his  own  hand. 
They  returned  in  1730,  after  having  penetrated  very 
far  towards  the  north. 

The  emprefs'  Anne  was  defirous  of  profecuting 
thefe  important  refearches  dill  farther,  and  ordered 
the  erection  of  a  new  company,  in  which  Behring 
was  to  be  employed  as  captain  of  the  fhip.  Kamt- 
ihatka  was  again  the  point  of  departure  for  making 
the  principal  difcoveries,  and  the  travellers  had 
orders  to  neglect  nothing  that  might  ihed  any 
light  £n  the  knowledge  of  the  globe.  One  part  of 
this  fociety  was  to  navigate  the  northern  feas,  while 
the  others  were  to  repair  by  land  to  Kamtfhatka 
over  Siberia.  Thefe  latter  were  to  act  conformably 
with  the  inflructions  of  the  imperial  academy  of 
Peterfburg,  and  to  employ  themfeives  particularly 
jn  agronomical  obfervations3  geometrical  operations, 
4  and 
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and  defcriptions  relative  to  the  political  and  natural 
hiftory  of  the  countries  through  which  they  were 
to  pafs. 

In  1760,  M.  l'abbe  Chappe  d'Auteroche  was  fent 
into  Ruflia,  by  order  and  at  the  expence  of  the 
king  of  France,  for  obferving  at  Tobolfk  the  tranfit 
of  Venus  over  the  fan  :  his  obfervations,  published 
with  great  oftentation,  contain  not  near  fo  much 
as  was  expected  from  that  academician ;  and  many 
of  thofe  which  he  relates  had  been  already  long 
fince  known. 

The  emprefs  Catharine  II.  determined  to  profe- 
cute  thefe  ufeful  inveftigations,  and  accordingly 
gave  orders  to  the  academy  of  fciences  to  make 
choice  of  a  company  of  able  and  learned  men  to 
travel  over  different  diflricts  of  the  empire  with 
attention  and  obfervation.  The  felection  of  the 
learned  travellers,  the  helps  that  were  granted  them, 
the  excellent  inftrudions  and  advice  that  were  given 
them,  will  be  a  lading  honour  to  that  academy. 
The  very  names  of  a  Pallas,  a  Gmelin,  and  a 
Guldenftasdt,  already  promifed  much.  M.  Lepek- 
hin  had  likewife  acquired  a  reputation  by  different 
papers  inferted  in  the  academical  collections :  and 
the  refult  of  the  labours  of  thefe  enlightened  men 
has  been  feen  in  the  extenfive  utility  which  they 
have  fince  produced.  Very  few  of  the  accounts 
that  have  been  given  by  travellers  contain  lb  great 
#  variety  of  new  and  important  matters.     The  jour- 

nals 
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Bals  of  thefe  celebrated  fcholars  even  furnifh  fuch 
a  great  quantity  of  materials,  entirely  new,  for  the 
hiftory  of  the  three  kingdoms  of  nature,  for  the 
theory  of  the  earth,  for  rural  ceconomy,  in  fhort, 
for  fo  many  different  objects  relative  to  the  arts 
and  fciences,  that  it  would  require,  according  to  the 
judicious  remark  of  M.  Bekmann  of  Gcettingen, 
whole  years  and  the  labour  of  feveral  literary  men 
only  to  put  thefe  materials  in  order,  and  properly 
to  clafs  them  *. 

The  difcoveries  made  by  the  Ruffians  at  fea  at 
various  epochas,  and  particularly  during  the  reign 
of  Catharine  II.  have  been  faithfully  laid  before  the 
public  by  Mr.  Coxe,  in  his  well-known  work  pro- 
feffedly  written  on  that  fubject.  It  is  impoflible  to 
confider  thefe  expenfive  and  important  millions 
without  teflifying  our  acknowledgment  of  the  be- 
nefits that  have  accrued  to  fcierice  from  thefe  learned 
and  laborious  inveftigations. 

The  court  of  Catharine  became  now  the  afylum 
of  the  fciences,  to  which  fhe  invited  learned  men 
from  every  part  of  Europe.  Among  the  reft  the 
celebrated  profeffor  Euler  from  Berlin,  on  whom 
her  majefty  fettled  a  large  annual  ftipend,  made 
him  a  prefent  of  a  houfe,  befides  mewing  him  many 
other  marks  of  her  imperial  favour  and  protection. 

*  It  was  to  this  enterprife  that  we  owe  the  interefting  works 
of  Pallas  and  Gmelin.  'Two  volumes  in  quarto  have  alfo  appeared 
of  the  obfervations  of  Guldenftxdt,  edited  by  the  indefatigable 
Dr.  Pallas. 

Well 
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Well  knowing,  that  it  is  not  fo  much  by  the  power 
of  arms  as  by  precedence  in  the  fciences  and  the 
arts  that  nations  obtain  a  confpicuous  place  in  the 
annals  of  the  world,  Catharine  with  a  laudable  zeal 
encouraged  artifts  and  fcholars  of  all  denominations. 
She  granted  new  privileges  to  the  academy  of 
{ciences,  and  exhorted  its  members  to  add  the  names 
of  feveral  celebrated  foreigners  to  thofe  which  already 
conferred  a  luflre  on  their  fociety. 

Nor  was  me  lefs  attentive  to  the  academy  of  arts, 
by  increafing  the  number  of  its  pupils,  and  adding 
fuch  regulations  as  tended  more  than  ever  to  the 
attainment  of  the  end  of  its  endowment.  Scholars 
were  now  not  to  be  taken  in  after  the  age  of  fix 
years,  that  the  defects  of  a  bad  education  might 
not  yet  have  had  time  to  fpoil  their  temper  or 
corrupt  their  manners.  Delivered  for  three  years 
to  the  care  of  women,  they  are  then  put  into  the 
hands  of  tutors,  and  are  devoted  to  the  art  to  which 
they  fhew  the  mod  inclination.  They  may  become 
painters,  fculptors,  architects,  watchmakers,  engra- 
vers, or  learn  the  art  of  calling  in  metals,  and  of 
making  mathematical  and  optical  inftruments.  Dur- 
ing the  whole  of  the  time  they  are  in  the  academy 
they  are  not  permitted  to  receive  anything  from 
their  parents.  They  are  clothed,  fed,  and  lodged 
at  the  public  expence.  At  the  end  of  fifteen  years 
they  leave  the  inllitution  ;  and,  if  their  behaviour 
correfpond  with  the  pains  that  have  been  bellowed 

on 
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on  their  education  they  are  prefented  with  patents 
of  nobilitv. 

Independently  of  thefe  advantages,  fuch  of  the 
pupils  as  have  carried  the  higheft  prizes,  receive  the 
before-mentioned  penfion  for  travelling  three  years 
over  Europe. 

It  is  frequently  obferved,  that  though  this  infti- 
tution  has  now  fubfifted  upwards  of  half  a  century, 
yet  it  has  produced  no  great  artift  ;  and  that  it  has 
ferved  no  other  purpofe  than  to  furnifh  Voltaire  with 
a  fubjed  of  pompous  declamation,  and  to  make 
annually  a  paragraph  in  the  newfpapers  of  Germany, 
oftentatioufly  defcribing  the  ceremony  of  diftribut- 
ing  the  prizes  in  the  prefence  of  the  emprefs  and 
the  grand  duke,  with  their  pathetic  fpeeches  on  the 
occafion  ;  and  that,  anfwering  that  purpofe,  nothing 
farther  was  intended.  Yet  even  admitting  the  love 
of  fame  to  be  the  only  motive  at  the  time,  the  in- 
ftitution  may  hereafter  find  motives  of  its  own, 
arifmg  from  intereft,  or  a  defire  of  excelling,  as  a 
civilized  public  mail  increafe,  and  the  approbation 
of  their  performances  no  fonger  be  confidered  as  a 
matter  of  form  and  confined  to  the  court. 

Still  farther  to  encourage  the  fine  arts  in  her  do- 
minions, the  emprefs  affigned  an  annual  fum  of  five 
thoufand  rubles  for  the  tranflation  of  foreign  lite- 
rary works  into  the  ruffian  language.  , 

At  this  time  the  (mall-pox  was  very  rife  in  St. 
Peterfburg,  which  occafioned  the  emprefs  and  the 
grand   duke   her  fon  to  remain  at  Tzarfko-felo, 

inflead 
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inftead  of  coming  to  town  as  ufual.  The  countefs 
Scherenietof  was  carried  off  by  that  diftemper  a  few 
days  before  fhe  was  to  have  been  married  to  count 
Panin,  for  which  event  great  preparations  had  been 
made.  It  was  neither  poflible,  nor  was  it  material, 
to  afcertain  how  the  infection  penetrated  the  receffes 
of  the  court ;  but  perfons  of  rank  and  fortune  were 
alarmed  that  neither  one  nor  the  other  afforded  any 
fecurity  againft  the  ravages  of  this  dreadful  difeafe. 
The  danger  to  which  her  majefty  and  the  grand 
duke  were  expofed,  together  with  her  majefty's 
zeal  for  the  welfare  of  her  fubjects,  gave  rife  to  a 
propofal  for  introducing  the  pra&ice  of  inoculation. 

The  firft  perfonages  in  the  empire  determined  to 
fet  the  example,  by  fubmitting  to  the  operation  ; 
and  a  refolutiqtf  was  accordingly  taken  by  the 
emprefs,  to  invite  a  phyfician  from  England,  where 
inoculation  had  been  mod  pradlifed,  and  was  gene- 
rally allowed  to  have  received  fome  modern  and 
very  gonfiderable  improvements  •« 

Accordingly  Dr.  Thomas  Dimfdale,  about  the 
beginning  of  July  1768,  received  a  letter  at  Hert- 
ford from  M.  Poufchin,  the  ruffian  minifter  at  the 
court  of  London,  reprefenting  that  the  emprefs, 
having  a  defire  to  engage  an  able  phyfician  to  go 
to  St.  Peterfburg,  in  order  to  introduce  inoculation, 
he  wifhed  to  fee  him  as  fooa  as  poffible.     At  the 

*  Sec  traces  on  Inoculation,  written  and  publifnel  at  St.  Pe- 
terfburg in  the  year  1 768,  by  command  of  the  emprefs  of  Rufiia, 
by  the  hon.  baron  T.  Dimfdale,  178 1 . 

interview 
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interview  that  enfued,  great  encouragements  were 
held  out ;  but  the  doctor,  from  domeliic  conflagra- 
tions, at  fTrfr.  fhewed  fome  hesitation  ;  when  a  fecond 
courier  arriving,  and  fome  circumftances  rendering 
it  apparent  that  the  emprefs  and  grand  duke  were 
immediately  interefted  in  the  application,  he  pre- 
pared for  his  journey  with  all  expedition,  and  accord- 
ingly  fet  out  on  the  28th  of  July. 

Two  days  after  his  arrival,  the  doctor,  in  confe- 

quence  of  a  previous  notice,  waited  on  count  Panin, 

who,    after    the    ufual   falutations,    laid   to   him, 

.**  You   are   now  called,. fir,  to  the  mod  impor- 

"  tant   employment   that   perhaps  any   gen.tlemaft 

<f  was  ever  entrufted  with.     To  your  flail   and  in- 

"  tegrity  will  probably  be  fubmitted  no  lefs  than 

*c  the  precious  lives  of  two  of  thaggreateit  perfon- 

<c  ages  in  the  world,  with  whofe  fafety  the  tranquil- 

tc  lity  and  happinefs  of  this  great  empire  are  fo 

c<  intimately  connected,    that  mould  an  accident 

"  deprive  us  of  either,  the  bleffings  we  now  enjoy 

"  might  be  turned  to  the  utmofl  ftate  of  mifery 

<f  and  confufion.     May  God  avert  fuch   unfpeak- 

'*  able  calamities !     But  the  hazard  of  the  infection 

"  of  the  fmall-pox,  in  the  natural  way,  is  fo  threa- 

"  tening,  that  we  are  compelled  to  have  recourfe 

*c  to  the  expedient  of  inoculation  ;  which,  though 

cc  fo  little  known  in  this  country,  has  been  adopted 

"  and  pra&ifed  in  England  with  the  greatefl  fuccefs. 

"  We  have  phyficians  of  great  learning  and  abilities 

"  in  their  profeffion  s  but  not  being  experienced  in 

"  this 
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"  this  new  branch  of  practice,  her  imperial  majefty 
"  was  pleafed  to  lay  her  commands  upon  her  mini- 
«  iters,  to  inquire  after  and  engage  a  perfon  of  the 
"  beft  abilities  in  it,  and  whofe  fuccefs  had  been 
"  confirmed  by  long  practice.  You  come  to  us 
Ci  well  recommended  in  thefe  eflential  points  •  I 
"  fhall  therefore  repofe  the  utmoft  confidence  in 
"  you,  and  have  only  to  requeft  that  you  will  act 
"  without  the  lead  referve. 

"  As  to  the  refolution  of  the  emprefs  in  this 
"  particular,  with  regard  to  herfelf,  I  mu ft  leave 
"  to -her  majefty  to  explain  her  own  fentiments  ; 
"  but  wifh  refpeft  to  the  grand  duke,  he  is  already 
"  determined  on  the  operation,  provided  you  en- 
"  courage  it :  it  has  been  fubmitted  to  his  own 
"  confederation ;  he  approves,  and  even  wifhes  it. 
"  I  have  therefore  to  requeft,  that  before  an  affair 
4C  of  fo  great  confequence  is  finally  fettled,  you 
M  would  make  yourfelf  well  acquainted  with  his 
cs  conftitution  and  ftate  of  health. 

tf  His  imperial  highnefs  knows  you  are  arrived, 
"  expects  to  fee  you,  and  invites  you  to  wait  on 
"  him  to-morrow.  I  can  venture  to  afture  you, 
"  that  he  will  be  eafy  of  accefs,  and  willing  to  be 
<c  acquainted  with  you.  Be  with  him  as  much  as 
C£  pofiible  ;  fee  him  at  his  table,  and  at  his  amufe- 
<c  ments ;  make  your  obfervations,  and,  in  fhort, 
u  ftudy  his  conftitution.  Let  us  not  be  too  preci- 
"  pitate  ;  but  when  every  circumftance  has  been 
"  duly  attended  to,  report  your  opinion  freely,  and 
vol.  1,  H  H  "  depend 
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"  depend  on  this,  that  if  you  mould  deem  the 
cc  operation  hazardous,  and  advife  againft  it,  we  (hall 
<c  think  ourfelves  equally  obliged  to  you  •,  nor  will 
"  the  acknowledgments  on  account  of  this  expe- 
*c  dition  be  inferior  to  what  it  will  be  upon  the 
<c  utmoft  fuccefs." 

In  anfwer  to  this,  the  doctor  aflured  the  count 
that  he  would  in  every  refpect  attend  to  his  intima- 
tions, and  that  he  might  depend  on  his  making  a 
jufl  report. 

The  emprefs  came  to  town  that  evening,  and 
the  next  day  the  two  Dimfdales  were  prefented. 
On  this  occafion  there  were  only  prefent  with 
her  majefly,  count  Panin  and  baron  Cherkaffof, 
prefident  of  the  college  of  medicine,  who  having 
been  educated  at  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  fpoke 
very  good  Englifh.  Catharine  fhewed  great  per- 
fpicacity  in  the  queftions  fhe  put  concerning  the 
practice  and  fuccefs  of  inoculation.  On  his  retiring, 
Dr.  Dimfdale  was  invited  to  dine  with  her  majefly 
the  fame  day  5  and  as  the  account  of  the  manners 
obferved  at  the  emprefs's  table  will  neither  be 
foreign  to  our  purpofe,  nor  unentertaining  to  the 
reader,  we  mail  give  it  in  the  doctor's  own  words : 
"  The  emprefs  fat  fingly  at  the  upper  end  of  a 
long  table,  at  which  about  twelve  of  the  nobility 
were  guefts.  The  entertainment  confided  of  a 
variety  of  excellent  dimes,  ferved  up  after  the 
french  manner,  and  was  concluded  by  a  deffert  of 
the   fineft  fruits  and  fweetmeats,  fuch  as  I   little 

expected 
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expected  to  find  in  that  northern  climate.  Mod  of 
thefe  luxuries  were,  however,  the  produce  of  the 
emprefs's  own  dominions.  Pine-apples  indeed  are 
chiefly  imported  from  England,  though  thofe  of  the 
growth  of  Ruflia,  of  which  we  had  one  that  day, 
are  of  good  flavour,  but  generally  fmall.  Water- 
melons and  grapes  are  brought  from  Aftrakhan; 
great  plenty  of  melons  from  Mofco,  and  apples  and 
pears  from  the  Ukraine. 

"  But  what  enlivened  the  whole  entertaiment 
was  the  moll  unafjecled  eafe  and  affability  of  the 
emprefs  herfelf.  Each  of  her  guefts  had  a  ill  are 
of  her  attention  and  politenefs  ;  the  converfation  was 
kept  up  with  a  freedom  and  cheerfulnefs  to  be  ex- 
pected rather  from  perions  of  the  fame  rank,  than 
from  fubjecls  admitted  to  the  honour  of  their 
fovereign's  company." 

On  the  following  day  another  converfation  with 
the  emprefs  enfued,  in  which  Dr.  Dimfdale  requefted 
the  alTiftance  of  the  court  phyficians,  to  whom  he 
defired  to  communicate  every  propofed  regulation 
and  medicine  ;  but  the  emprefs  would  by  no  means 
confent  to  any  fuch  confutation,  and  gave  her 
reafons  as  follows : 

"  You  are  come  well  recommended  to  me ;  the 
"  converfation  I  have  had  with  you  on  this  fubjecl: 
<c  has  been  very  fatisfaclory  ;  and  my  confidence 
*c  in  you  is  increafed.  I  have  not  the  leaft  doubt 
"  of  your  abilities  and  knowledge  in  this  practice  ; 
"  it  is  impoilible  that  my  phyficians  can  have  much 

H  h  2  "  fkilj 
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"  fkill  in  this  operation;  they  want  experience; 
<c  their  interposition  may  tend  to  embarrafs  you, 
"  without  the  leafl  probability  of  giving  any  ufeful 
<f  affiftance;  My  life  is  my  own  ;  and  I  fhall  with 
"  the  utmofl  cheerfalnefs  and  confidence  rely  on 
"  your  care  alone.  With  regard  to  my  conftitution 
"  you  could  receive  no  information  from  them.  I 
ct  have  had,  I  thank  God,  fo  good  a  fhare  of  health, 
<c  that  their  advice  has  never  been  required  ;  and 
"  you  fhall,  from  myfelf,  receive  every  information 
"  that  can  be  neceffary.  I  have  alfo  to  acquaint 
ff  you,  that  it  is  my  determination  to  be  inoculated 
"  before  the  grand  duke,  and  as  foon  as  you  judge  it 
u  convenient.  At  the  fame  time  1  defire  that  this 
<c  may  remain  a  fecret  bufmefs  5  and  I  enjoin  you 
"  to  let  it  be  fuppofed  that,  for  the  prefent,  all 
"  thoughts  of  my  own  inoculation  are  laid  afide. 
<c  The  preparation  of  this  great  experiment  on  the 
"  grand  duke  will  countenance  your  vifits  to  the 
46  palace  ;  and  I  defire  to  fee  you  as  often  as  it  may 
"  feem  necefiary,  that  you  may  become  flill  better 
"  acquainted  with  what  relates  to  my  conftitution, 
"  and  alfo  for  adjufting  the  time  and  other  circum- 
<c  fiances  of  my  own  inoculation." 

He  promifed  obedience  to  her  majefty's  com- 
mands ;  and  only  propofed  that  fome  experiments 
might  firft  be  made  by  inoculating  fome  of  her  own 
fex  and  age,  and  as  near  as  could  be  of  fimilar  habit. 
The  emprefs  replied,  Ct  that  if  the  practice  had  been 

novel,  or  the  leafl  doubt  of  the  general  fuccefs 
7  "  had 


cc 
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"  had  remained,  that  precaution  might  be  neceffary  ; 
"  but,  as  fhe  was  well  fatisfied  in  both  particulars, 
c<  there  would  be  no  occafion  for  delay  on  any 
"  account." 

The  emprefs,  on  being  inoculated  privately,  went 
the  next  morning*  to  Tzarfko-felo.  At  firft  no  other 
perfons  were  there  but  the  neceflfary  attendants,  it 
being  given  out  that  her  majcfly's  journey  was  only 
to  give  directions  about  fome  alterations,  and  that 
her  flay  would  be  fhort.     But  feveral  of  the  nobility 
foon  followed,  and  the  emprefs  obferving  among 
them   fome  whom  fhe  fufpecled  not  to  have  had 
the  fmall-pox,  faid  to  Dr.  Dimfdale :  "  1  muft  rely 
<c  on  you  to  give  me  notice  when  it  is  poflible  for 
"  me  to  communicate  the  difeafe:  for,  though  I 
*c  could  wifh  to  keep  my  inoculation  a  fecret,  yet 
"  far  be  it  from  me  to  conceal  it  a  moment,  when 
"  it  may  become  hazardous  to  others.''     The  em- 
prefs, during  this  interval,  took  part  in  every  amufe- 
ment  with  her  ufual  affability,  without  (hewing  the 
lead  token  of  uneafinefs   or  concern ;    conflantly 
dined   at   the   fame   table  with  the   nobility,   and 
enlivened  the  whole  court  witH  thofe  peculiar  graces 
of    converfation,  for   which   me   was  ever  diftin* 
guifhedt* 

The 

*  On  the  1 2th  of  O&ober. 

f  Shortly  after  being  inoculated  Catharine  wrote  to  Voltaire  : 
. — "I  have  not  kept  my  bed  a  fingle  inftant,  and  I  have  received 
**  company  every  day.     I  am  about  to  have  my  only  fon  inocu-e 

F  u  3  *•  feted, 
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The  grand  duke  fhortly  after  *  fubrnitted  to  the 
operation  ;  and,  on  his  recovery,  Catharine  rewarded 
the  fervices  of  Dr.  Dimfdale  by  creating  him  a 
baron  of  the  ruffian  empire,  and  appointing  him 
a&ual  counfellor  of  ftate  and  phyfician  to  her  im- 
perial majefly,  with  a  penfion  of  500I.  a-year,  to  be 
paid  him  in  England;  befides  io,oool.  fterling 
which  he  immediately  received  ;  and  alfo  prefented 
him  with  a  miniature  picture  of  herfelf,  and  another 
of  the  grand  duke,  as  a  memorial  of  his  fervices. 
Her  majefly  was  like  wife  pleafed  to  exprefs  her  ap- 
probation of  the  conduct  of  his  fon,  by  conferring 
on  film  the  fame  title,  and  ordering  him  to  be  pre- 
fented with  a  fuperb  gold  fnurT-box,  richly  fet  with 
diamonds. 

The  examples  of  thefe  illuftrious  perfonages  had 
fuch  immediate  influence,  that  moil  of  the  nobility 

*  On  the  1  ft  of  November. 


"  luted.  The  grand  matter  of  artillery,  count  Orlof,  that  hero 
*'  who  refembles  the  antient  Romans  in  the  beft  times  of  the 
«'  republic  (ij,  both  in  courage  and  in  generofity,  doubting 
"  whether  he  had  ever  had  the  fmali-pox,  has  put  himfelf  under 
"  the  hands  of  our  Englishman  ;  and  the  next  day  after  .the 
<<  operation,  went  to  the  hunt,  in  a  very  deep  fall  of  fnovv.  A 
"  great  number  of  courtiers  have  followed  his  example,  and 
"  many  others  are  preparing  to  do  fo.  Befides  this,  inoculation 
*«  is  now  carried  on  at  Peterfburg,  in  three  feminaries  of  educa- 
"  tion,  and  in  an  hofpital,  eftablifhed  under  the  infpeclion  of 
»  M.  Dimfdale." 

( 1 )  Romans  !  —  the  Orlofs ! 

8  both 
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both  of  St.  Petersburg  and  Mofco  were  impatient 
to  have  their  families   inoculated.     This  bufmefs 
being  happily  accomplifhed,   baron  Dimfdale  was 
preparing  to  return  to  England,  and  indeed  was  juft 
fetting  out,  when  a  nobleman  came  to  inform  him 
that  the  emprefs  was  defirous  of  feeing  him.     The 
baron  was  much  concerned  to  find  her  with  every 
fymptom  of  a  pleuretic  fever,  and  therefore  at  her 
defire  again  took  up  his  refidence  in   the  palace. 
The   fymptoms  increafed  ;  but,  upon  being  bled, 
her  majefty  received  immediate  relief,  and  in  a  fhort 
time  the  mod  alarming  fymptoms  abated.     So  foon 
as  the  emprefs  was  recovered,  which  was  in  about 
three   weeks,   the   baron   again   prepared   for   his 
journey  to  England.     Having  taken  his  leave,  and 
received  farther  proofs  of  the  munificence  of  her 
imperial  majefty,  the  baron  was  attended  to  Riga  by 
an  officer  commiffioned  to  fee  that  every  neceflary 
accommodation  mould  be  provided,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  at  his  firft  arrival  in  the  country  *. 

On  the  3d  of  December  1768,  a  thankfgiving 
fervice  was  performed  in  the  chapel  of  the  palace, 
on  account  of  her  majefty's  recovery  and  that  of  the 
grand  duke  from  the  fmall-pox.  The  ceremony 
was  very  folemn  and  magnificent.     On  each  fide 

*  Before  baron  Dimfdale  took  his  departure  from  St.  Peterf- 
burg,  the  emprefs  purchafed  the  houfe  that  had  been  built  by 
baron  Wolf,  formerly  britifh  conful  in  that  city,  for  the  purpoie 
of  converting  it  into  an  inoculation  hofpital,  which  (he  accord- 
ingly did,  and  the  institution  is  ftill  fupportcd. 

H  H  4  Of 
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of  the  imperial  chapel,  which  is  a  lofty  and  fpacious 
room  in  the  winter  palace,  is  a  row  of  gilt  ionic 
columns.     The'  walls  are  covered  with  taudry  and 
ill-executed  pictures  of  ruffian  faints.    On  the  roof, 
over  the  catapetafma  and  holy  doors,  is   a  repre- 
fentation   of  the  Supreme  Being,.,  under  the  figure 
of  an  old  man  in  white  raiment.     Within  a  railing 
that  extends  acrofs  the  room,  and  contiguous  to  the 
pillar  neareft  to  the  holy  doors,   on  the  fouth  fide, 
ftood  the  emprefs  and  her  fon  ;   for,  by  the  greek 
ritual,  noperfon  is  allowed  to  fit  in  church  :  accord- 
ingly there  are  no  feats,  not  even  for  the  fovereign, 
who  always  (lands  during  the  whole  fervice  under 
a  canopy,  when  not  making  the  ufual  proitrations. 
In  the  fame  area,  and  on  both  fides  of  the  fanctuary, 
were  chorifters,   gaudily   appareled.     All   the  reft 
of  the  congregation  ftood  on  the  outfide  of  the 
baluftrade. 

The  ceremony  opened  with  folemn  vocal  mufic, 
no  other  being  admiffible  in  the  greek  church  ;  to 
this  fucceeded  the  prayers  and  ejaculations,  which 
conflituted  the  firft  part  of  the  office.  Prefently 
the  folding  doors  of  the  holiefl  were  opened  from 
within,  and  difplayed  to  view  the  penetralia  of  the 
temple.  Directly  oppofite  appeared  a  large  picture 
of  the  defcent  from  the  crofs  ;  on  each  fide  a  gilt 
colonnade  of  the  ionic  order :  in  the  middle  of  an 
altar  covered  wiih  golden  tifTue  ;  and  on  the  altar 
a  crucifix,  a  three-armed  candleftick,  with  lighted 
tapers,  emblem  of  the  trinity,  and  chalices,  flagons, 

patens* 
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patens,  and  other  holy  veflels.  A  number  of 
venerable  priefts  with  hoary  heads  and  flowing 
beards,  wearing  mitres,  ftudded  with  precious  ftones 
of  every  colour,  and  eoftly  robes  of  filk  and  damafk, 
flood  in  folemn  attitudes,  among  the  columns  of 
this  gorgeous  fancluary. 

From  the  adytum,  or  inmoft  recefs,  with  flow  and 
folemn  fteps,  advanced  a  prieft,  bearing  in  his  hand 
a   two-branched  candieftick    with    lighted    tapers, 
fignificant  of  the  hypoftatic  union  of  the  two  natures 
of  the  Son  of  God.  He  was  followed  in  like  manner 
by  another,  reciting  prayers  as  he  moved  along,  and 
fwinging  a  cenfer  fmoking  with  fragrant  odours. 
Advancing    towards    her  majefty,    he   waved   the 
cenfer  thrice  before  her,  during  which  fhe  feveral 
times  gracefully  bowed,  and  as  often  made  the  fign 
of  the  crofs  upon  her  bread.     A  third  prieft  fuc- 
ceeded  him,  bearing  on  his  arms  the  volume  of  the 
gofpel ;  out   of  which   having  read  fome  pafiages 
adapted   to   the  occafion,    he   prefented  it  to  the 
emprefs,  who  luffed  it  with  great  devotion. 

The  priefts  then  retired  :  the  folding  doors  of  the 
fancluary  were  clofed:  the  choriftersfung  an  anthem, 
and  were  anfwered  by  mufical  voices  from  within. 
The  intonations  were  deep  and  fublime.  In  a  few 
minutes  the  folding  doors  again  flew  open  ;  the 
ceremonies  of  the  tapers  and  incenfe  were  repeated. 
Two  priefts  advanced,  bearing  the  facred  fymbols, 
the  bread  and  wine  of  the  holy  eucharift,  veiled  with 

cloth 
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cloth  of  gold.  Having  adminiftered  this*,  they 
retired.  The  doors  were  clofed,  and  the  choral 
harmony  began  afrem. 

The  doors  were  opened,  and  the  fame  ceremonies 
a  third  time  repeated.  After  this  the  metropolitan 
afcended  the  pulpit  againft  a  column  oppofite  to  the 
emprefs,  and  delivered  a  difcourfe :  in  which  he 
.celebrated  her  refoiution  and  magnanimity  ;  and  in 
the  courfe  of  his  fermon  remarked,  "  that  the 
u  Ruffians  had  borrowed  aiTiftance  from  Britain, 
<c  that  ifland  famed  for  wifdom,  bravery,  and  virtue." 
The  fermon  ended,  feveral  priefts  came  from  the 
recefs,  and  concluded  the  fervice  with  prayers  and 
benedictions. 

The  fenate  decreed  that  the  event  of  the  reco- 
very after  inoculation  of  the  fovereign  and  his 
imperial  highnefs  fhould  be  folemnized  by  an  an- 
niverfary  feftival,  which  has  been  regularly  obferved 
ever  fince. 

*  In  the  greek  church  the  bread  and  wine  are  mixed  up 
together,  and  adminiftered.  with  a  fpoon. 
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SucceJJion  of  the  Sovereigns  of  Russia,  Grand 
Princes  or  Grand  Dukes,  Tzars,  and  afterwards 
Emperors \  Patriarchs, Archbishops, Bishops, 

A.M.     A.C. 

Rur'd        -  6369        861 

Igor,  his  fon,    at  firfl  under  the  regency  of  his 

uncle  Oleg         ....  6^86       87S 

Svetoflaf,  fon,  firft  under  the  regency  of  his  mo- 
ther Olga,  who  embraced  chriftianity.  Kief 
was  at  this  time  the  refidence  or  capital  -     6453       94\> 

Taropolk,  fon  of  the  grand  duke  -  6480       972 

Vladimir,  brother,  firft  chriftian  prince,  and  apofile 

of  his  nation  ...  6488       980 

Tarcflafy  fon  of  the  grand  duke  at  Kief:  his 
brothers  have  appanages :  thence  the  different 
dukedoms  - 

Jfaflaf,  fon  -  - 
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S-viatopolk,  fon  of  the  grand  duke  Ifiaflaf 

Vladimir  II.  brother  of  Vfevolod 


6523 

1015 

6562 

1054 

6586 

1078 

6601 

1093 

6622 

1114 
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MJliflaf,  fon  -  -  -  6633      1 125 

Taropolk,  brother  -  6640      11 32 

Viatchjlaf,  brother,  abdicates         -  -  6646     n  38 

Vfevolod  II.    great  grandfon  of  the  grand  duke 

Yaroflaf  - 

Ifiafuifll.  fon  of  Mitiflaf  -  -  6654      1146 

^■tiPiflaf>  brother  ofVfevolod  II.  -  6662      1 154 

Ifiqfiaf  HI.   fon  of  David,  and  great  grandfon 

of  Yaroflaf  - 

Turi,  or  Igor,  or  George,  fourth  fon  of  the  grand 
duke  Vladimir  II.  He  built  Mofco  :  his  fuc- 
ceilors  leave  Kief,  and  refide  at  Vladimir  6663      1 155 

Michael,  fon,  governs  with  his  brother  Andrew, 

and  after  his  death  alone  -  -  6665     1 157 

VJevolod  III.  brother  -  6685      II77 

Igor,  of  George  IT.  fon.     Conflantine  his  brother 
^    during  two  years  -  672 1      12 1 3 

Yarojlof  11.  brother,  in  fubje&ion  to  the  Tartars, 

as  the  following  -  6746     123S 

St.  Alexander  Nef sky,  ion  -  -  6753      1 245 

Yaroflaf  III.  brother  -  -  6771      1263 

Vajfili,  or  Bafil,  brother  -  -  6778      1 270 

Dmitri,  or  Demetrius,  brother.     His  brother  An- 
drew fet  up  by  the  Tartars  -  -  6785      1277 
Daniel,   fourth  brother :   fince  whom  the  grand 

dukes  refide  at  Mofco 
Igor,  or  George,  fon,  depofed 
Michael,  fon  of  Yaroflaf  III. 
VaJJili,  or  Bafil  II.  brother 
Igor,  re-eft ablifhed  - 

Ivan,  or  John,  brother 
Simeon,   fon  - 

Ivan  II.  brother  -  -  - 

Demetrius  II.  fon.     Demetrius,  his  relation,  fet 

up  by  the  Tartars,  two  years 
VaJJili,  or  Bafil  III.  fon 


6802 

1294 

6810 

1302 

6813 

.1305 

6828 

1320 

6833 

i325 

6836 

1328 

6848 

1340 

6861 

1353 

6867 

1359 

6897 

1389 
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VaJJlli  IV.  fon.     Igor,  his  uncle,  ufurps 

Ivan  III,  fon.      The  famous  Ivan  Vaffillievitch 

who  threw  off  the  yoke  of  the  Tartars 
Vajfill  V.  fon  ... 

Ivan  IV.  fon,  furnamed  the  tyrant,  aiTumes  the 

title  of  tzar.        - 
Feodor,  or  Theodore,  fon ;    the  laft   of  the  race 

of  Rurik  .... 

The  following  are  of  different  families  : 

Bonce  Godunof  ... 

Feodor  II.  fon  -  -  -v 

Gregory  Atreplef,  falfely  calling  himfelf  Deme- 
trius,  brother  of  Feodor  I.         - 

VaJJill  Zu'ijhi  (or  Bafil  VI.)  eleded 

Vlad'ijlaus  of  Poland,  elected,  afterwards  rejected 

Michael,  of  the  family  Romanof  (ftill  reigning) 
elected  - 

Akxey,  or  Alexius,  fon 

Feodor,  or  Theodore  III.  fon 

Ivan  V.  and  Peter,  brothers,  together 

Peter  alone,  afterwards  ftyled,  the  Great,  emperor 

Ruffians  ceafe  to  reckon  by  the  year  of  the  world 

Catharine,  widow  of  Peter 

Peter  II.  grandfon  of  Peter  the  great 

Anne,  daughter  of  Ivan 

Ivan  VI.  grandfon  of  Ivan 

Elizabeth  Petrovna,  or  daughter  of  Peter  the  great 

Peter  III.  nephew,  depofed 

Catharine  II.  his  widow 

Paul,  fon  - 

Before  the  great  reformation  made  by  Peter  I.  both  in  church 
and  ftate,  the  ruffian  ecclefiaftics  lived  in  the  mod  confummate 
indolence  and  liccntioufnefs,  maintaining,  at  the  fame  time,  an 
unlimited  authority  over  the  people.  All  matters  of  controverfy 
were  prohibited  them  under  pain  of  death.     Public  inftruction 

was 
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6933 

1425 

6970 

1462 

7014 

1506 

7042 

»534- 

7092 

1584 

7106 

1598 

7113 

1605 

7114 

1 6c  6 

7118 

1610 

7121 

1613 

7*53 

1645 

7184 

1676 

7190 

1682 

7204 

1696 

world. 

- 

1725 

- 

1727 

- 

1730 

- 

1740 

1741 

- 

1762 

- 

1762 

- 

1796 
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was  given  but  twice  in  the  year  to  the  people ;  and  that  con- 
fined only  of  a  portion  of  fome  homily  tranflated  from  one  of 
the  greek  fathers. 

The  hierarchy  confifled  of  the  patriarch,  who  was  the  next 
in  dignity  and  authority  to  the  tzar,  and  always  refided  in  the  ' 
cityofMofco;    of  four  metropolitans,  feven  archbifhops,  and 
but  one  bifhop  :    the  other  clergy  were   archdeacons,  proto- 
popes,  and  popes  or  priefts. 

The  patriarchs  of  Rufiia  were  : 

Job,  eftablifhed  by  Jeremiah  of  Conftantinople,  in  1588. 
Ignatius,  placed  by  the  falfe  Demetrius  -  1605. 
Hermogenes,  after  the  expulfion  of  Ignatius  -  1 606. 
Philaretcs,  father  of  the  tzar  Michael  -  16 15. 
Joofaph  -----  1634. 
Jofeph  -  -  -  -  -  1642. 
Nicon,  depofed  afterwards,  in  a  full  fynod,  for  am- 
bition and  turbulency  -  1660. 
jfoafaph  -----  1667. 
Pityroun,  or  Pefierim  -  -  -  1^7S- 
Joachim  -  1 680. 
Adrian                -----  1684. 

Since  whofe  death,  in  1703,  there  has  been  no  patriarch. 

The  patriarch  was  abfolute  judge  in  all  ecclefiaftical  affairs  : 
he  had  the  power  of  taking  what  fleps  he  pleafed  towards  the 
reformation  of  manners,  and  to  condemn  capitally  fuch  as  he 
judged  guilty  of  profligacy,  or  of  violating  the  moral  order.  His 
fentences  were  executed  with  the  quickeil  difpatch ;  and  fuch  as 
appealed  to  his  tribunal  could  not  be  cited  to  that  of  the  fovereign. 
They  had  fometimes  even  ftruggled  with  the  authority  of  the 
throne.  Nicon  openly  oppofed  its  power  *  ;  and  Joachim  en- 
deavoured to  undermine  it  by  artifice  and  fraud. 

On 

*  The  patriarch  Nicon,  whom  the  monks  regard  as  a  faint,  and  who  filled 
the  patriarchate  in  the  time  of  Alcxey  Mikhailovitch,  the  father  of  Peter  the 
great,  wanted  to  raife  his  chair  above  the  imperial  throne  ;  he  not  only  claimed 
the  right  of  fitting  in  the  fenste  by  the  fide  of  the  t^-ar,  but  he  pretended  that 

neither 
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On  Palm  Sunday,  which  is  a  great  day  in  Ruffia,  the  patri- 
arch, mounted  on  a  horfe,  reprefented  our  Saviour  riding  into 
Jerufalem.  The  tzar  ufed  to  go  from  the  caftle,  with  the  pa- 
triarch, to  the  church  which  is  called  Jerusalem.  After  a  num- 
ber of  people,  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  clean  the  way,  followed  a 
very  large  chariot  drawn  by  fix  horfe  s,  in  the  manner  of  a  pageant ; 
in  this  chariot  was  placed  a  tree,  with  apples,  grapes,  and  figs 
tied  upon  its  branches,  2nd  a  number  of  boys  about  it,  with  green 
twigs  and  boughs  in  their  hands.  All  the  boyars  and  nubility 
of  the  court  attended  this  magnificent  ceremony,  and  joined  in 
the  exclamation  of  "  Hcfannah  to  the  Son  of  David!  EleJfeB  is 
"  he  that  comes  In  the  name  cf  the  Lord!  Hofannah  in  the  highcjl  P* 
as  the  patriarch  moved  along,  clothed  all  in  white.  The  tzar, 
fupported  by  two  boyars,  and  with  the  imperial  diadem  on  his 
head,  led  the  horfe  by  the  bridle,  which  was  three  or  four  yards 
in  length.  The  patriarch  were  on  his  head  the  great  patriarchal 
infula  or  mitre,  richly  fet  with  jewels.  In  his  right  hand  he  held 
a  crofs  of  gold,  embellifned  with  a  profufion  of  diamonds,  and 
other  precious  fiones,  with  which  he  made  the  fign  of  the  crofs 
over  the  multitude  that  thronged  about  him  with  great  reve- 
rence and  devotion,  expreffed  by  genuflections  and  profirations. 
The  horfe  on  which  he  fat  was  adorned  with  fplendid  trappings 
and  the  richeft  caparifons  ;  but  difgui'fed,  fo  as  to  bear  fomewhat 
of  the  refemblance  of  an  afs.  On  each  fide  of  the  patriarch  went 
feveral  bifhops  on  foot,  clothed  all  in  white,  and  holding  thuribles 
in  their  hands.  The  pictures  of  faints,  the  chalice,  books,  bells, 
tapers,  and  other  things  ufed  at  mafs,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the 
church  ornaments,  were  borne  by  the  fuperior  clergy,   fome  of 


neither  war  nor  peace  could  he  made  without  his  -confent.  His  authority,  fup- 
ported by  his  riches  and  his  intrigues,  by  the  clergy  and  by  the  people,  held  his 
matter  in  a  kind  of  fubjeclion.  He  dared  to  excommunicate  certain  fenators 
who  oppufed  his  exceffcs.  In  (hort,  Alexius,  being  fenfible  that  he  was  not 
powerful  enough  to  depofe  the  patriarch  by  his  fole  authority,  was  ohliged  tt> 
convoke  a  fynod  of  all  the  bifhops.  He  was  accufed  to  them  of  having  re- 
ceived money  of  the  Poles  ;  he  was  depofed  ;  he  was  confined  for  the  reft  of  his 
days  in  a  cloifter,  and  the  prelates  chufe  another  patriarch, 

whom 
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whom  alfo  carried  the  confecrated  banners  of  the  faints.  The 
way  from  the  palace  to  the  Crefcent  was  all  laid  with  fcarkt 
cloth.  At  this  place  it  was  that  the  patriarch  ufed  firft  to  take 
hoife.  He  found  it  tied  to  a  pale,  and  fent  two  of  the  bifhops  to 
untie  it,  and  bring  it  to  him.  As  the  proceffion  pafTed  along, 
fome  of  the  people  pulled  off  their  upper  garments,  and  fpread 
them  in  the  road  ;  others,  who  had  more  piety,  purchafed  cloth3 
and  filks,  of  feveral  yards  in  lengths,  on  purpofe  ;  and  the  reft, 
who  had  but  little  covering,  and  no  money,  contented  themfelves 
with  cutting  branches  and  boughs  from  the  birch-trees,  and 
ftrewed  them  in  the  way. 

Thus  they  proceeded  to  the  beforementioned  church  ;  where 
having  flayed  above  half  an  hour,  they  reiurned  in  the  fame 
order,  till  they  came  to  a  fort  of  flage  or  platform,  where  the 
patriarch  prefented  the  tzar  and  the  principal  boyars  with  palm 
twigs  ;  after  which  he  took  off  the  tzar's  crown,  and  laid  it  in  a 
filver  difh,  and  then  gave  him  the  diamond  crofs  to  kifs.  This 
being  done  "by  the  tzar  with  a  very  profound  reverence.,  the  pa- 
triarch lifted  up  the  crofs,  and  waved  it  aloft  on  different  fides, 
firfl  towards  thofe  upon  the  platform,  and  then  towards  the  people 
in  general,  who  at  that  inftant  proflxated  themfelves  flat  upon  the 
ground.  The  whole  ceremony  was  concluded  by  iinging  a  num- 
ber of  hymns  ;  and  the  patriarch,  as  an  acknowledgment  to  the 
fovereign  for  leading  his  horfe,  prefented  him  with  a  purfe  of 
aoo  rubles. 

We  have  been  thus  explicit  on  this  ceremony,  that  the  reader 
may  be  the  better  able  to  judge  of  the  magnificence  and  autho- 
rity of  the  patriarchs  during  their  exiftence.  The  above  ac- 
count was  had  from  a  gentleman  whofe  anceflor  related  it  to  his 
father,  as  one  that  he  was  prefent  at  in  the  patriarchate  of 
Joafaph. 

Peter  the  great  abolifhed  this  dignity,  and  eftablifhed  a  per- 
petual fynod  for  all  decifion  in  matters  of  religion.  This  fynod 
is  compofed  of  a  prefident,  which  the  tzar  feems  to  have  intended 
to  fill  himfelf,  as  he  never  appointed  any  one  to  that  dignity ;  a 
vice-prefident,  who  muft  be  an  archbifhop  (at  prefent  the  arch- 

bifhop 
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bifhop  of  Mofco) ;  fix  counfellors,  who  are  bifhops;  and  of  fix 
archimandrites  *,  who  have  the  quality  of  afTeffors. 

Upon  the  prefent  ellablifhment,  there  are  in  Ruffia,  threa  me- 
tropolitans, feven  archbifhops,  and  eighteen  independent  bifhops : 

Mofco  and  Kaluga,  metropolitan* 

Novgorod  and  St.  Peterfburg,  metropolitan. 

Kief,  metropolitan  f . 

Pfcove  and  Riga,  archbifhop. 

Tver  and  Kafhin,  archbifhop. 

Roflof  and  Yaroflavl,  archbifhop. 

Mohilef,  Mftiflavl,  and  Orfha,  archbifhop. 

Kazan  and  Saviafhfk,  archbifhop. 

Aftrakhan  and  Stavropol,  archbifhop. 

Ekatarinoflaf,  Kherfon,  and  Taurida,  archbifhop  J  . 

Archangel  and  Olonetz,  bifhop. 

Vologda  and  Velikoy  Ufliug,  bifhop. 

Koftroma  and  Galitch,  bifhop. 

Viatka  and  Velikaya  Perme,  bifhop. 

Tobolfk  and  Siberia,  bifhop. 

Smolenfk  and  Dorogobuifh,  bifhop. 

rrchernigof  and  Niejin,  bifhop. 

Novgorod-Sieverfkoy,  and  Glukhof,  bifhop, 

Bielgorod  and  Kurfk,  bifhop, 

Orel  and  Sievfk,  bifhop. 

Krutitzi,  bifhop. 

Kolomna  and  Tula,  bifhop. 

*Riazanand  Shatfk,  bifhop. 

Sufdal  and  Vladimir,  bifhop. 

Kimney-Novgorod  and  Alatyr,  bifhop. 

Tambof  and  Penza,  bifhop. 

Voronetch,  bifhop. 

Irkutfk  and  Nertchinfk,  bifhop. 

*  Archimandrite,  in  the  greek  chureh,  is  much  tiie  fame  thing  as  bifhop  in 
other  chriftian  churches. 

•}•  This  metropolitan  has  a  coadjutor,  who  lives  in  the  town  of  Slutflc,  be* 
•jond  the  frontier,  and  has  the  direction  of  the  greek  cjergy  jefiding  in  Poland, 

4  He  is  aUb  vicar  of  the  exarchy  of  Moldavia  and  Valakhia, 

wol.  i.  i  1  T^e 


4&2 
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The  bifhops  enjoy  in  their  diocefes  the  fame  rights  and  pri- 
vilege* as  the  archbifhops.  Thefe  diocefes,  which  are  called 
eparchies,  have  each  its  peculiar  confiftory,  and  for  the  moft  part 
a  feminary  for  the  inftru&ion  of  ecclefiaftics.  The  number  of 
religious  houfes  may  amount  to  960,  whereof  thofe  for  nuns 
compofe  a  fourth  part.  The  greek  churches  are  reckoned  at 
about  18,350,  and  the  whole  number  of  ecclefiaftics  is  calculated 
at  67,900. 

Several  of  the  bifhops  had  formerly  the  honorary  title  of  arch- 
bifhops. 

Before  the  erection  of  the  patriarchate,  the  chief  of  the  clergy 
was  called  metropolitan,  and  had  his  refidence  firft  at  Kief,  afters- 
wards  at  Vladimir,  and  finally  at  Mofco.  As  the  lift  of  them 
•11  is  not  very  long,  we  fhall  infert  it  from  the  chronicle : 


AT  KIEF. 

Kthephor  II 

- 

1 103 

Michael  Syrui,  fent  by 

Niketa 

- 

U32 

the  patriarch  of  Con- 

Michael 

- 

1142 

stantinople  to  be  head 

Cyril 

- 

1161 

of  the  clergy,  in 

988 

Clement 

- 

1 1 65 

Leontei,  or  Leon 

992 

He  wa3  ordained  in 

Rul 

fia,  on 

Ivan  I.      •         « 

1008 

account  of  the  revival 

of  the 

Igor  Nikephor 

1038 

fchifm  of  the  Greeks. 

Theopentus                 -     - 

1048 

Conjlantine 

- 

1 1 76 

Uilarion        - 

105 1 

Theodore 

- 

1 1 82 

Igor  11.     - 

1071 

Ivan  IV.        - 

- 

1191 

Ivan  II. 

1076 

Kihphor  III. 

- 

1195 

The  three  laft  were  Ruffians, 

Matthias 

. 

1226 

and    were    chofen    by  the 

Cyril II.          -       - 

- 

1238 

clergy. 

Jofeph  of  Nicaea    - 

- 

1248 

Ivan  III.            • 

1077 

CyrUllL 

- 

1252 

Ephralm         -         - 

1078 

Maxime 

- 

1283 

He  received  the  bull  from  pope 

AT   VLADIMIR. 

Urban  II.  for  the  feaft 

of  the 

Peter,     the       wonder- 

tranflation of  St.  Nicholas. 

worker 

„ 

*3o8 

AT 
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AT    MO  SCO. 

*TheognoJlus 

Alexius,  the  wonder- 
worker -  * 

Zo/imus,  or  Timen  h 

Cyril  IV. 

Cyprian         * 

Phocius         - 

He  was  dcpofed  by  a 
party  of  Ruffians,  on 
account  of  his  zeal 
for  the  fchifm,  in 

Ifidore         i  -  - 

Rejoins  the  latin  church 
at  the  council  of  Flo- 
rence, and  is  dcpofed 
in  Ruffia,  on  hii  re- 
turn, ifi 

The    fchifm    is    thencefoiward 
fixed  and  total. 


1328 

*353 

1373 
1376 

1409 


1415 

1438 


-     H42 


Jonas,  or  Jonathan      -  1448 

Tbeodojton  -            -  1460 

Philip  I,        -  -          -  .1468 

Hieronti         -  *       -1473 

Zojtmusll.  *           -  I489 

&m#i          *  -         -  1492 

Varlaam         -  -      -  151! 

Daniel         -  -         *  1522 

Jofiph             -  -      -  1539 

Macarion        -  -        .-  1 542 

Athanqfms        -        -       -  1 564, 

Philip  U*  -            -  1566 

6>n7V.       -  -       -  1563 

Anthony  -       ■-       -      157a 

At  his  death*  Job  Was  ap- 
pointed patriarch,  in  15S8  1 
the  fucceffion  under  which 
title  has  been  given  in  the 
former  part   of  this  article* 


No.  II. 

The    Ordinance,    or     Ukase,     which    rendered   Peter  Jo 
dear  dtjlrjl  to  the  Russian  Nobility,  ran  as  follows  : 

We  Peter  III.  &c. 
THE  troubles  and  inconveniences  experienced  by  the  wife  fo- 
vereign  our  late  dear  grandfire,  Peter  the  great,  of  immortal 
memory,  in  his  endeavours  for  the  good  of  his  country^  and  for 
procuring  his  fubjecls  a  competent  knowledge  as  well  in  military 
difcipline,  as  in  civil  and  political  affairs,  are  known  to  all 
Europe,   and  the  greater  part  of  the  globe. 

In  the  attainment  of  this  end,  he  found  it  neceftary  to  begin 

by  convincing  the  ruffian  nobility,  which  is  the  firft  body  of  the 

1  i  z  fiate, 
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ilate,  of  the  immenfe  advantages  pofTeffed  by  the  nations  well 
verfed  in  the  fciences  and  the  arts,  over  thofe  people  who  con- 
tinue benighted  in  ignorance  and  floth.  The  ftate  of  things  at 
that  time  impeVioufly  demanded  that  he  mould  oblige  his  nobility 
to  enter  the  military  fervice  and  engage  in  civil  functions;  that 
he  mould  fend  them  to  travel  into  foreign  countries,  that  they 
might  get  a  tincture  of  the  ufefularts  and  fciences,  and  therefore 
he  eftablifhed  in  his  own  country  fchools  and  academies,  that  the 
feeds  of  thefe  his  falutary  regulations  might  be  cherifhed  in  their 
growth,  and  more  fpeedily  matured.  The  nobility  had  the  left 
reafon  to  complain  of  the  conftraint  thus  laid  upon  them,  as,  inde- 
pendently of  the  utility  both  public  and  private  that  naturally 
refulted  from  it,  it  was  their  duty  to  concur  with  the  wifhes  of 
an  emperor  to  whom  they  were  under  fo  many  obligations. 

The  execution  of  thefe  projects  feemed  at  firft  to  be  attended 
with.the  utmoit  difficulty.  They  were  intolerable  to  the  nobility, 
who  faw  themfelves  obliged  to  abandon  a  foft  and  indolent  life, 
to  quit  their  dwellings,  to  ferve  in  war  and  in  peace,  and  to 
enrol  their  children  for  future  fervices.  Several  members  of  their 
body  withdrew  from  the  fervice,  and  were  therefore  deprived  of 
their  eftates,  which  were  confifcated,  and  that  for  the  belt  of 
reafons.  They  rendered  themfelves  criminal  towards  their 
country,   which  they  bafely  deferted. 

Thefe  excellent  ordinances,  though  at  the  beginning  infepara- 
ble  from  certain  methods  of  conftraint,  have  fcrved  as  a  model  to 
all  the  fucceffors  of  Peter  the  great,  and  cfpecially  to  our  dear 
aunt  the  emprefs  Elizabeth  Petrovna,  of  glorious  memory  ;  who- 
determined  to  follow  the  example  of  her  father,  encouraged,  by 
a  fpecial  protection,  the  advancement  of  the  arts  and  fciences. 
Of  this  we  are  now  reaping  the  fruits ;  and  every  impartial 
,  man  will  agree  that  they  are  confiderable.  Manners  have  been 
improved  ;  minds  indifferent  to  the  happinefs  of  the  country 
have  been  roufed  from  their  fatal  lethargy,  and  have  habituated 
themfelves  to  reflect  on  the  public  welfare  ;  zeal  in  the  fervice 
is  augmented  ;  generals,  already  valiant,  are  become  experienced  ; 
intelligent    minifters ;    enlightened    magiftrates ; ,  in    a    word, 

patnotifm, 
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patriotifm,  love  and  attachment  to  our  perfon,  activity  in  all 
offices  and  pofts,  and  every  generous  fentiment,  are  now  the 
happy  lot  of  the  ruffian  nation.  —  For  all  thefe  reafons,  we  have 
judged  it  to  be  no  longer  neceffary  to  compel  into  the  fervice,  as 
hitherto  has  been  the  practice,  the  nobility  of  our  empire. 

In  confideration  whereof,  in  virtue  of  the  full  power  to  us 
granted  by  God,  and  of  our  imperial  efpecial  grace,  we  grant 
to  the  ruffian  nobility,  from  this  moment  and  for  ever,  in  the 
name  of  all  our  fucceffors,  permiffion  to  take  fervice  in  our 
empire,  as  well  as  in  all  thofe  of  the  european  powers  in  alliance 
with  us  ;  and  to  this  end  we  have  given  the  following  ordinance 
as  a  fundamental  law,   &c. 

[Then  follow  nine  articles  concerning  the  terms  on  which 
liberty  of  refignation,  of  travelling  abroad,  of  entering  the 
fervice,    &c.  may  be  afked  for  and  granted  :  concluding  thus  Q 

Granting  as  we  do,  gracioufly  and  to  perpetuity,  to  our 
nobility  this  franchife,  making  it  a  fundamental  and  unalterable 
law,  we  promife  them  equally  on  our  imperial  word,  and  in  the 
moll  folemn  manner,  to  obferve  the  prefent  ordinance  facredly 
and  irrevocably,  in  all  its  tenor,  and  to  maintain  the  prerogatives 
therein  exprefied.  —Our  fucceffors  on  the  throne  ought  not  to 
alter  it  in  any  manner.  The  execution  of  our  faid  ordinance  being 
the  principal  fnpport  of  the  imperial  throne,  we  hope  that  from 
gratitude  for  this  benefit,  the  ruffian  nobility  will  ferve  us  faith- 
fully and  zealoufly ;  and  that,  inftead  of  withdrawing  from 
our  fervice,  will  enter  it  with  eagernefs,  and  that  they 
will  carefully  educate  their  children.  —  We  therefore  command 
all  our  faithful  fubjecls  and  true  fons  of  the  country,  to  defpife 
and  avoid  thofe  who  have  wafted  their  time  in  idJenefs,  and  who 
have  not  educated  their  children  in  the  ufeful  fciences,  as  people 
who  have  never  had  the  public  good  at  heart,  who  mall  have  no 
accefs  to  our  court,  nor  be  admitted  to  the  public  affcmblies 
and  the  national  fcflivities. 

Given  at  St.  Pcterfburg,    Feb.  18,  1762, 
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No.  III. 

Papers  relating  to  the  re-ejiablijhment  of  Peace. 

Declaration  delivered  by  order  of  Peter  III.  Emperor 
of  'Russia,  to  the  Imperial,  French,  and  Swedish 
Mtnipers  r  ft  ding  at  St.  Petersburg. 

3  imperial  majefty,  who,  upon  his  happy  acceflion  to  the 
;  of  his  anceftors,  looks  upon  it  to  be  his  principal  duty 
to  extend  and  augment  the  welfare  of  his  fubjects,  fees  with 
extreme  regret,  that  the  flames  of  the  prcftnt  war>  which 
has  already  continued  for  fix  years,  snd  has  been  for  a  long  time 
burthenfome  to  all  the  powers  engaged  in  it,  far  from  tending 
now  to  a  conclufion,  are,  on  the  contrary,  gathering  frefh 
flrength,  to  the  great  misfortune  of  the  feveral  nations;  and 
that  mankind  has  fo  much  the  more  to  fuffer  from  this  fcourge, 
as  the  fortune  of  arms,  which  has  hitherto  been  fubject  to  fo 
many  vieiflitudes,  is  equally  expofed  to  them  for  the  future. 

Wherefore  his  imperial  majefty,  cornpaffionating,  through  his 
humane  difpc  r: iion;  the  effufion  of  innocent  blood,  and  being 
dehrcus  on  his  part,  of  putting  a  flop  to  fo  great  an  evil,  has 
judged  it  neceilary  to  declare  to  the  courts  in  alliance  with  Ruflia, 
that,  preferring  to  every  other  confideration  the  firft  law  which 
God  prefcribes  to  fovercigns,  which  is  the  prefervation  of  the 
people  intruded  to  them,  he  wiflies  to  procure  peace  to  his 
empire,  to  which-it  is  fo  necefTary,  and  of  fo  great  value;  and 
at  the  fame  time,  to  contribute,  as  much  as  may  be  in  his  power, 
to  the  rc-eflabliftiment  of  it  throughout  all  Europe. 

It  is  in  order  to  this,  that  his  imperial  majefty  is  ready  to 
make  a  Sacrifice  of  the  conquers  made  by  the  arms  of  Ruffia  in 
this  war,  in  hopes  that  the  allied  courts  will,-  on  their  part, 
equally  prefer  the  red  oration  of  peace  and  tranquillity  to  the  ad- 
vantages which  they  might  expecl;  from  the  war,  and  which  they 
cannot  obtain  but  by  the  continuance  of  the  effufion  of  human 
blood.  And  to  this  end  his  imperial  majefty,  with  the  beft  in- 
tention* 


APPENDIX,    NO.  III.  487 

Mention,  advifes  them  to  employ,  on  their  fide,  all  their  powct 
towards  the  accomplifhment  of  fo  great  and  fo  falutaiy  a  work* 
St.  Petersburg,  Feb.  £f,   1762* 

The  Answer  of  the    Empress-Queen    to    the  foregoing 

Declaration. 
THAT  animated  with  the  fame  zeal,  and  being  of  the  fame 
opinion,  aa  his  imperial  majefty,  with  regard  to  the  falutary 
work  of  peace,  and  to  the  putting  an  end  to  the  troubles  and 
ravages  that  defolate  Germany,  (he  was  ready  to  concur  with 
him  therein  ;  but  that,  for  that  end,  fhe  defired  his  imperial 
majefty  to  furnifh  her  with  the  means  of  beginning  the  negotia* 
tion,  by  imparting  to  her  the  propofed  terms  of  peace,  which 
fhe  would,  without  lofs  of  time,  communicate  to  her  high  allies, 
who,  as  well  as  herfelf,  would  be  always  ready  to  co-operate  in 
a  matter  fo  much  defired,  provided  the  terms  were  not  inad- 
rnifiible,  and  contained  nothing  injurious  either  to  their  honour, 
or  her  own. 

The  Ansvvsr  given  by   the  French  Court   to  the  aforefaid 
Declaration. 

THE  king  maintaining  with  regret,  thefe  fix  years  paft,  a 
twofold  war  for  his  own  defence  and  that  of  his  allies,  has  fuffi- 
ciently  manifefted,  on  every  occafion,  how  much  he  abhors  the 
cfFufion  of  human  blood,  and  his  conftant  defire  to  put  an  end 
to  fo  cruel  a  fcourge.  His  perfonal  difmtereftednefs,  the  fteps 
which  he  thought  could  be  taken  confident  with  his  dignity^ 
and  the  facrinces  which  he  did  offer,  in  order  to  procure  to  Europe 
the  defirable  blefling  of  peace,  are  fure  pledges  of  the  humane 
fentiments  with  which  his  heart  abounds.  But  at  the  fame  time, 
his  paternal  tendernefs,  whish  makes  the  happinefs  and  preferv^ 
ation  of  his  fubje&s  a  duty  to  him,  cannot  make  him  forget 
the  firft  law  that  God  prefcribes  to  fowreigns,  even  that  which 
conftitutes  the  public  fafety,  and  fixes  the  condition  of  nations 
and  empires,  fidelity  in  executing  treaties,  and  punctuality  in 
1 1  4  performing 
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performing  engagements  to  their  full  extent,  preferably  to  every 
other  confideration. 

It  is  with  this  view,  that  after  having  given  fo  great  examples 
of  conftancy  and  generofity,  his  majefty  declares  that  he  is 
ready  to  liften  favourably  to  propofitions  for  a  folid  and 
honourable  peace,  but  will  always  ad  in  the  mod  perfect 
concert  with  his  allies;  that  he  will  receive  no  counfels 
but  fuch  as  fhall  be  dictated  to  him  by  honour  and  probity;  that 
he  mould  think  himfelf  guilty  of  a  defection,  in  lending  a  hand 
to  fecret  negotiations ;  that  he  will  not  tarnim  his  glory,  and 
that  of  his  kingdom,  by  abandoning  his  allies ;  and  that  he 
refts  afTured  each  of  them  will,  on  their  part,  faithfully  adhere  tQ 
the  fame  principle. 

Answer  given  by  the  Km  a  ©/"Poland,  Elector  of  Saxony, 
to  the  fame  Declaration. 

ALL  my  allies  wifti  as  much  as  myfelf,  that  the  public  tran- 
quillity may  be  reftored  upon  folid  foundations.  It  is  well  known 
to  all  Europe,  that  I  did  not  feek  the  war  ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, employed  every  means  to  keep  the  calamities  of  it  at  3 
diftance  from  my  dominions.  My  love  to  mankind  in  general, 
and  to  my  own  fubjedls  in  particular,  ought  to  engage  me  to 
facilitate,  as  much  as  in  me  lies,  the  refloration  of  peace,  and 
to  exercife  all  moderation  as  to  my  equitable  pretenfions.  I  am 
of  opinion,  that  a  Juft  and  folid  peace  cannot  be  agreed  on  but  by 
the  congrefs  propofed  and  accepted  by  all  the  powers  at  war. 

I  place  a  full  confidence  in  the  friendfhip  of  your  imperial 
majefty,  to  whom  the  houfe  of  Saxony  is  bound  by  facred  ties. 
It  is  not  unknown  to  your  majefty,  that  Saxony  hath  been 
attacked  merely  on  account  of  its  connexions  with  the  ruffian 
empire  ;  and  that  the  king  of  Prufiiahas  taken  occafion  to  charge 
rs  with  entering  into  defend ve  treaties  with  that  empire  againft 
him.  We  therefore  flatter  ourfelves  with  the  hope,  that  fo  an- 
cient and  fo  equitable  an  ally  of  Saxony  will  not  fuffer  our  do- 
minions, which  are  already  reduced  to  the  utmoft  diitrefs,  as  well 
hy  exorbitant  contributions,   as  by  the  alienation  of  our  revenues, 

and 
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find  of  the  funds  which  were  allotted  for  the  payment  of  debts, 
to  be  completely  ruined. 

The  whole  world  agrees,  that  we  are  entitled  to  an  equitable 
reftitution  and  reparation  of  the  damage  fuftaincd.  But  not- 
withfranding  all  thefe  confiderations,  and  though  all  the  power* 
at  war  fhew  themfelves  inclined  to  contribute  to  the  general  pad* 
ficatlon,  yet  Saxony  remains  threatened  with  irretrievable  ruin. 

We  therefore  hope  that  your  majefty's  philanthropy  and  mag- 
nanimity will  prevail  with  your  majefly  to  take  care  that,  before 
all  things,  the  electorate  of  Saxony  be  fpeedily  evacuated, 
in  order  thereby  to  put  an  end  to  the  calamities  which  overwhelm 
it ;  this  being  the  means  of  facilitating  and  accelerating  the  con- 
clufion  of  a  general  peace. 


No.  IV. 

Manifesto  of  the  Empress    Catharine  II.  which    was 
caufed  to  be  printed  and  d'ljlrlbulcd  about  the  city. 

By  the  grace  of  God,  Catharine  II.  emprefs  and  autocratrix 
of  all  the  Rufiias,  &c. 
ALL  true  fons  of  Rufiia  have  clearly  feen  the  great  danger 
to  which  the  whole  ruffian  empire  has  actually  been  expofed. 
Firft,  the  foundations  of  our  orthodox  greek  religion  have  been 
flia;ken,  and  its  traditions  expofed  to  total  deftruftion  ;  fo  that 
there  was  abfolutely  reafon  to  fear,  that  the  faith  which  has 
been  eftabliflied  in  Rufiia  from  the  earlieft.  times,  would  be  en- 
tirely changed,  and  a  foreign  religion  introduced.  In  the 
fecond  place,  the  glory  which  Rufiia  has  acquired  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  fo  jnuch  blood,  and  which  was  carried  to  the  highcil 
pitch  by  her  victorious  arms,  has  been  trampled  under  foot  by 
the  peace  lately  concluded  with  its  moft  dangerous  enemy.  And 
laftly,  the  domeftic  regulations,  which  are  the  bafis  of  the 
country's  welfare,  have  been  entirely  overturned. 

For 
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For  thefe  caufes,  overcome  by  the  imminent  perils  with  which 
our  faithful  fubjects  were  threatened,  and  feeing  how  fmcere  and 
exprefs  their  defires  on  this  matter  were  ;  we,  putting  our  trull 
in  the  Almighty  and  his  divine  juftice,  have  afcended  the  foye- 
reign  imperial  throne  of  all  the  Ruflias,  and  have  received  • 
folemn  oath  of  fidelity  from  all  our  loving  fubjec"ls. 

St.  Peterfburg,  June  28,  1762. 


No.V, 

Manifesto  of  the  Empress  Catharine  II.  giving  an  account 
cfher  motives  for  taking  the  reins  of  government  into  her  hands. 

By  the  grace  of  God,  we  Catharine  II.  emprefs  and  fove- 
reign  of  all  the  Ruflias,  make  known  thefe  prefents  to 
all  our  loving  fubjecls,  ecclefiaftical,  military,  and  civil. 

OUR  accefiion  to  the  imperial  throne  pf  all  the  Ruflias,  is  a 
manifeft  proof  of  this  truth,  that  when  fincere  hearts  endeavour 
for  good,  the  hand  of  God  direcls  them.  We  never  had  either 
defign  or  defire  to  arrive  at  empire,  through  the  means  by  which 
it  hath  pleafed  the  Almighty,  according  to  the  infcrutable 
views  of  his  providence,  to  place  us  upon  the  throne  of  Ruflia, 
our  dear  country. 

On  the  death  of  our  mod:  auguft  and  dear  aunt,  the  emprefs 
Elizabeth  Petrovna,  of  glorious  memory,  all  true  patriots  (now 
our  mod  faithful  fubjecls),  groaning  for  the  lofs  of  fo  tender  a 
mother,  placedtheir  only  confolation  inobeyingtier  nephew,  whom 
{he  had  named  for  her  fucceflbr,  that  they  might  (hew  thereby, 
in  fome  degree,  their  acknowledgments  to  their  deceafed  fove- 
reign.  And  although  they  foon  found  out  the  weaknefs  of  his 
mind,  unfit  to  rule  fo  vaft  an  empire,  they  imagined  he  would 
have  known  his  own  infufficiency.  Whereupon  they  fought  our 
maternal  afliftance  in  the  affairs  of  government. 

But 
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But  when  abfolute  power  falls  to  the  lot  of  a  monarch,  who 
has  not  fufficient  virtue  and  humanity  to  place  juft  bounds  to 
it,  it  degenerates  into  a  fruitful  fource  of  the  mod  pernicious 
evils.  This  is  the  fum,  in  fhort,  of  what  our  native  country 
Jias  fuffered.  She  ilruggled  to  be  delivered  from  a  fovereign. 
who,  being  blindly  given  up  to  the  molt  dangerous  pafiions, 
thought  of  nothing  but  indulging  them,  without  employing 
himfelf  in  the  welfare  of  the  empire  committed  to  his  care. 

During  the  time  of  his  being  grand  duke,  and  heir  to  the 
throne  of  Rufiia,  he  often  caufed  the  mod  bitter  griefs  to  his 
mofl  auguft  aunt  and  fovereign,  (the  truth  of  which  is  known 
to  all  our  court,)  however  he  might  behave  himfelf  outwardly  ; 
being  kept  under  her  eye  by  her  tendernefs,  he  looked  upon 
this  mark  of  affection  as  an  infupportable  yoke.  He  could  not, 
however,  difguife  himfelf  fo  well,  but  it  was  perceived  by  all 
our  faithful  fubjedls,  that  he  was  poffeffed  of  the  molt  audacious 
ingratitude,  which  he  fometimes  (hewed  by  perfonal  contempt, 
fometimes  by  an  avowed  hatred  to  the  nation.  At  length  throw- 
ing afide  his  cloak  of  hypocrify,  he  thought  it  more  fit  to  let 
loofethe  bridle  of  his  pafilons,  than  conducl  himfelf  as  the  heir 
of  fo  great  an  empire.  In  a  word,  the  lean:  traces  of  honour 
were  not  to  be  perceived  in  him.  What  were  the  confequences 
of  all  this  ? 

He  was  fcarcely  afTured  that  the  death  of  his  aunt  and  bene- 
fa&refs  approached,  but  he  baniihed  her  memory  entirely  from 
his  mind  ;  nay,  even  before  fhe  had  fent  forth  her  laft  groan. 
He  only  call  an  eye  of  contempt  on  the  corpfe  expofed  on  the 
bier ;  and  as  the  ceremony  at  that  time  required  obliged 
him  to  approach  it,  he  did  it  with  his  eyes  manifeftly  replete 
with  joy ;  even  intimating  his  ingratitude  by  his  words.  We 
might  add,  that  the  obfequies  would  have  been  nothing 
equal  to  the  dignity  of  fo  great  and  magnanimous  a  fovereign, 
jf  our  tender  reipect  to  her,  cemented  by  the  ties  of  blood,  and 
the  extreme  affection  between  us,  had  not  made  us  take  that 
duty  upon  us. 

He 
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He  imagined  that  jt  was  not  to  the  Supreme  Being,  but 
only  to  chance,  that  he  was  indebted  for  abfolute  power; 
and  that  he  had  it  in  his  hands,  not  for  the  good  of  his  fubje&s, 
but  folely  for  his  own  fatisfa&ion.  Adding,  therefore,  licence 
to  abfolute  power,  he  made  all  the  changes  in  the  ftate  which  the 
\veaknefs  of  his  mind  could  fuggeft,  to  the  oppreffion  of  the 
people. 

Having  effaced  from  his  heart  even  the  leaft  traces  of  the 
Jioly  orthodox  religion,  (though  he  had  been  fufficiently  taught 
the  principles  thereof,)  he  began  firft  by  rooting  out  this  true 
religion,  eftablifhed  fo  long  in  Ruffia,  by  abfenting  himfelf  from 
the  houfe  of  God,  and  of  prayers,  in  fo  open  a  manner,  that 
fome  of  his  fubjeds,  excited  by  confcience  and  honefty,  feeing 
his  irreverence  and  contempt  of  the  rites  of  the  church,  or  rather 
tlie  railleries  he  made  of  them,  and  fcandalizing  them  by  his 
behaviour,  dared  to  make  remonftrances  to  him  concerning  it ; 
who,  for  fo  doing,  fcarely  efcaped  the  refentment  which  they 
flight  have  expected  from  fo  capricious  a  fovereign,  whofe  power 
was  not  limited  by  any  human  laws.  He  even  intended  to 
deftroy  the  churches,  and  ordered  fome  to  be  pulled  down.  He 
prohibited  thofe  to  have  chapels  in  their  own  houfes,  whofe  in 
firmities  hindered  them  from  vifiting  the  houfe  of  God.  Thus 
he  would  have  domineered  over  the  faithful,  in  endeavouring  to 
'ilifle  in  them  the  fear  of  God,  which  the  holy  fcripture  teaches 
Us  to  be  the  beginning  of  wifdorn.' 

From  this  want  of  zeal  towards  God,  and  contempt  of  his 
laws,  refulted  that  fcorn  to  the  civil  and  natural  laws  of  his 
kingdom  ;  for  having  but  an  only  fon,  which  God  had  given 
us,  the  grand  duke  Paul  Petrovitch,  he  would  not,  when  he 
afcended  the  throne  of  RulTia,  declare  him  for  his  fucceiTor; 
that  being  referved  for  his  caprice,  which  tended  to  the  detri- 
anent  of  us  and  of  our  fon,  having  an  inclination  to  overthrow 
the  right  that  his  aunt  had  veiled  in  him,  and  to  make  the 
government  of  our  native  country  pafs  into  the  hands  of  ltran- 
gers  j  in  oppofition  to  that  maxim  of  natural  right,  according 

to 
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to  which  nobody  can  tranfmit  to  another  more  than  he  has  re- 
ceived himfelf. 

Although  with  great  grief  we  fawthis  intention,  we  did  not  be- 
lieve that  we  ourfelves,  and  our  moil  dear  fon,  fhould  have  been 
expofed  to  a  perfecution  fo  fevere  :  but  all  perfons  of  probity- 
having  obferved  that  the  meafures  that  he  purfued,  by  their  ef- 
fects, manifefted  that  they  had  a  natural  tendency  to  our  ruin, 
and  that  of  our  dear  fucceffor,  their  generous  and  pious  hearts 
Were  juilly  alarmed  :  animated  with  zeal  for  the  intereit  of  their 
native  country^  and  aftoniihed  at  our  patience  under  thefe  heavy 
persecutions,  they  fecretly  informed  us,  that  our  life  was  in  danger, 
in  order  to  engage  us  to  undertake  the  burthen  of  governing  fo 
large  an  empire. 

While  the  whole  nation  were  on  the  point  of  teitifying  their 
disapprobation  of  his  meafures,  he  neverthelefs  continued  to  grieve 
them  the  more,  by  fubverting  all  thofe  excellent  arrangements 
eftablifhed  by  Peter  the  great,  our  mod  dear  predeceffor,  of 
glorious  memory,  which  that  true  father  of  his  country  accom- 
prifhed  by  indefatigable  pains  and  labour  through  the  whole  courfe 
of  a  reign  of  thirty  years.  The  late  Peter  the  third  defpifed  the 
laws  of  tire  empire,  and  her  moft  refpeclable  tribunals,  to  fuch  a 
degree  that  he  could  not  even  bear  to  hear  them  mentioned. 

After  one  bloody  war,  he  raflily  entered  upon  another,  in 
which  the  interefts  of  Ruflia  were  no  way  concerned.  He  enter- 
tained an  infuperable  averfion  to  the  regiments  of  guards,  which 
had  faithfully  ferved  his  illuftrious  anceftors,  and  made  innova- 
tions in  the  army,  which,  far  from  exciting  in  their  breafts  noble 
fentiments  of  valour,  only  ferved  to  difcourage  troops  always 
ready  to  fpill  their  bed  blood  in  the  caufe  of  their  country.  He 
changed  entirely  the  face  of  the  army  ;  nay,  it  even  feemed  that, 
by  dividing  their  habits  into  fo  many  uniforms,  and  giving  them 
fo  many  different  embelliihments,  for  the  moft  part  fantaitical  to 
the  grtateft  degree,  he  intended  to  infufe  into  them  a  fufpicion 
that  they  did  not,  in  effect,  belong  to  one  mafter,  and  thereby 
provoke  the  foldiers,  in  the  heat  of  battle,  to  flay  one  another ; 
although  experience  demonftrated  that  uniformity  in  dreis  had 
aot  a  little  contributed  towards  unanimity. 

6  Incon* 
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Ineonfiderately  and  inceflantly  bent  on  pernicious  regulations* 
he  fo  alienated  the  hearts  of  his  fubjecls,  that  there  was  fcarcely 
a  fingle  perfon  to  be  found  in  the  nation  who  did  not  openly  e*- 
prcfs  his  difapprobation,  and  was  even  defirous  to  take  away  hi.i 
life  ;  but  the  laws  of  God,  which  command  fovereign  princes  to 
be  refpected,  being  deeply  engraved  on  the  hearts  of  our  faithful 
fubjecls,  reftrained  them,  and  engaged  them  to  wait  with  patience, 
till  the  hand  of  God  tfruck  the  important  blow,  and  by  his  fall 
delivered  an  opprefTed  people.  Under  thofe  circumftances,  now- 
laid  before  the  impartial  eyes  of  the  public,  it  was,  in  fact,  im- 
poflible  but  our  foul  mould  be  troubled  with  thofe  impending 
woes  which  threatened  our  country,  and  with  that  perfecutiori 
which  we,  and  our  mod  dear  fon,  the  heir  of  the  ruffian  throne> 
unjuftly  fufFered ;  being  almofl  entirely  excluded  from  the  im- 
perial palace  ;  in  fuch  fort,  that  all  who  had  regard  for  us,  or 
rather  thofe  who  had  courage  enough  to  fpeak  it  (for  we  have 
not  been  able  to  find  that  there  13  one  perfon  who  is  not  devoted 
to  our  intereft)  by  exprefling  their  fentiments  of  refpecl  due  to 
us,  as  tneir  emprefs,  endangered  their  life,  or  at  leaft  their  for- 
tune. In  fine,  the  endeavours  he  made  to  ruin  us,  rofe  to  fuch 
a  pitch,  that  they  broke  out  in  public ;  and  then  charging  us 
with  being  the  caufe  of  the  murmurs,  which  his  own  imprudent 
meafures  occafioned,  his  refolution  to  take  away  our  life  openly 
appeared.  But  being  informed  of  his  purpofe  by  fome  of  our 
trufty  fubjecls,  who  were  determined  to  deliver  their  country,  or 
perim  in  the  attempt,  relying  on  the  aid  of  the  Almighty,  we 
cheerfully  expofed  our  perfon  to  danger,  with  all  that  magna- 
nimity which  our  native  country  had  a  right  to  expect  in  return 
for  her  affection  to  us.  After  having  invoked  the  Mod  High, 
and  repofed  our  hope  in  the  divine  favour,  we  refolved  alfo  either 
to  facrifice  our  life  for  our  country,  or  fave  it  from  bloodflied  and 
calamity.  Scarcely  had  we  taken  this  refolution,  by  the  direc- 
tion of  favouring  Heaven,  and  declared  our  affent  to  the  deputies 
of  the  empire,  than  the  orders  of  the  ftatc  crowded  to  give  us 
affurances  of  their  fidelity  and  fubmifiion. 

It  now  remained  for  us,  in  purfuance  of  the  love  we  bore  our 
faithful  fubjecls,  to  prevent  the  confequences  which  we  appre- 
hended, 
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hended,  in  cafe  of  the  late  emperor's  inconfiderately  placing  his 
confidence  in  the  imaginary  power  of  the  holftein  troops,  (for 
whofe  fake  he  Hayed  at  OranienbaUmj  living  in  indolence,  and 
abandoning  the  moft  preffing  exigencies  of  the  ftate,)  and  there 
occafioning  a  carnage,  to  which  our  guards  and  other  regiments 
were  ready  to  expofe  themfelves,  for  the  fake  of  their  native 
Country,  for  ours,  and  that  of  our  fucceflbr.  For  thefe  reafons 
we  looked  upon  it  as  a  neceflary  duty  towards  our  fubjects  (to 
which  we  were  immediately  called  by  the  voice  of  God)  to  pre- 
vent fo  great  a  misfortune,  by  prompt  and  proper  meafures. 
Therefore,  placing  ourfelves  at  the  head  of  the  body-guards,  re- 
giments of  artillery,  and  other  troops  in  and  about  the  imperial 
refidence,  we  undertook  to  difconcert  an  iniquitous  defign,  of 
which  we  were  as  yet  only  informed  in  part. 

But  fcarcely  were  we  got  out  of  the  city,  before  we  received 
two  letters  from  the  late  emperor,  one  quick  on  the  heels  of  the 
other.  The  firft  by  our  vice-chancellor  the  prince  Gallitzin,  en* 
treating  us  to  allow  him  to  return  to  Holftein,  his  native  domi- 
nions ;  the  other  by  major-general  Michael  Ifma'i'lof,  by  which 
he  declared,  that  of  his  own  proper  motion  he  renounced  the 
crown  and  throne  of  Rufiia.  In  this  lad  he  begged  of  us  to 
allow  him  to  withdraw  to  Holftein  with  Elizabeth  Vorontzof 
and  Gudovitch.  Thefe  two  laft  letters,  fluffed  with  flattering  ex- 
preflions,  came  to  our  hands  a  few  hours  after  he  had  given  orden 
for  putting  us  to  death,  as  we  have  been  fince  informed  from 
the  very  perfons  who  were  appointed  to  execute  thofe  unnatural 
orders. 

In  the  meantime,  he  had  ftill  refources  left  him,  which  were 
to  arm  againft  us  his  holftein  troops,  and  fome  fmall  detachments 
then  about  his  perfon  ;  he  had  alfo  in  his  power  feveral  perfon- 
ages  of  diftinction  belonging  to  our  court ;  as  he  might  therefore 
have  compelled  us  to  agree  to  terms  of  accommodation  ftill  more 
hurtful  to  our  country,  (for  after  having  learned  what  great 
commotions  there  were  among  the  people,  he  had  detained  them 
as  hoftages  at  his  palace  of  Oranienbaum,  and  our  humanity- 
would  never  have  confented  to  their  deftru&ion,  but,  to  fav« 
7  their 
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their  lives,  we  would  have  rifked  feeing  a  part  of  thofe  danger^ 
revived  by  an  accommodation,)  feveral  perfons  of  high  rank 
about  our  perfon  requeued  us  to  fend  him  a  billet  in  return,  pro- 
poiing  to  him,  il  his  intentions  were  fuch  as  he  declared  them 
to  be,  that  he  iTiould  inftantly  fend  us  a  voluntary  and  formal 
renunciation  of  the  throne,  wrote  by  his  own  hand,  for  the  pub- 
lic fatisfa&ion.  Major-general  ifinailqf  carried  this  propofal, 
and  the  writing  he  now  lent  back  was  as  follows : 

During  the  Jhort /pace  of  my  abfolute  reign  over  the  empire  of 
Rujfia,  I  became  fenfible  that  1  was  not  able  to  fupport  fo  great  a 
burden,  and  that  my  abilities  were  not  equal  to  the  tafk  of  govern- 
ing fo  great  en  empire,  either  as  a  fovereign,  or  in  any  other 
capacity  whatever*  I  alfo  forefaw  the  great  troubles  which  mujl 
have  thence  arifen,  and  have  been  followed  with  the  total  ruin  of 
the  empire,  and  covered  me  with  eternal  dijfgrace.  After  having 
therefore ferioufly  refeSed  thereon,  I  declare,  without  conflraint,  and 
in  the  mojl  folemn  manner,  to  the  ruffian  empire,  and  to  the  whole 
univerfe,  that  I  for  ever  renounce  the  government  of  the  faid  empire  % 
never  d firing  hereafter  to  reign  therein,  either  as  an  abfolute  fove- 
reign,  or  under  any  other  form  of  government ;  never  wijl/mg  tor 
afpire  thereto,  or  to  ufe  any  means,  of  'any  fort ,  for  that  purpofe.  As 
a  pledge  of  which,  I J wear  fincerely,  before  God  and  all  the  world, 
to  this  prefent  renunciation,   written  and  figned  this  2t)th  of  June 

1762  o.s. 

PETER. 

It  is  thus,  without  fpilling  one  drop  of  blood,  that  we  have 
afcended  the  ruffian  throne,  by  the  affiftance  of  God,  and  the 
approving  fuffrages  of  our  dear  country.  —  Humbly  adoring  the 
decrees  of  Divine  Providence,  we  allure  our  faithful  fubjcdls,  that 
we  will  not  fail,  by  night  and  by  day,  to  invoke  the  Moil  High 
to  blefs  our  fceptre,  and  enable  us  to  wield  it  for  the  maintenance 
of  our  orthodox  religion,  the  fecurity  and  defence  of  our  dear 
native  country,  and  the  fupport  of  juftice  ;  as  well  a3  to  put  an 
end  to  all  mileries,  iniquities,  and  violences,  by  frrengthening  and 
fortifying  our  heart  for  the  public  good.     And  as  we  ardently 

wilh 
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vvlfli  to  prove  effectually  how  far  we  merit  the  reciprocal  love  of 
our  people,  for  whofe  happinefs  we  acknowledge  our  throne  to 
be  appointed,  we  folemnly  promife,  on  our  imperial  word,  to 
make  fuch  arrangements  in  the  empire,  that  the  government  may 
be  endued  with  an  intrinfic  force  to  fupport  itfelf  within  limited 
and  proper  bounds ;  and  each  department  of  the  ftate  provided 
with  wholefome  laws  and  regulations,  fuhicient  to  maintain  good 
order  therein,  at  all  times,  and  under  all  circumftances. 

By  which  means  we  hope  to  eftablifh  hereafter  the  empire  and 
our  fovereign  power,  (however  they  may  have  been  formerly 
weakened,)  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  comfort  the  difcouraged 
hearts  of  all  true  patriots.  We  do  not  in  the  lead  doubt  but 
that  our  loving  fubjecls  will,  as  well  for  the  falvation  of  their 
own  fouls,  as  for  the  good  of  religion,  inviolably  obferve  the  oath 
which  they  have  fworn  to  us  in  the  prefence  of  the  Almighty 
God  ;  we  thereupon  affure  them  of  our  imperial  favour. 
Done  at  Peter/burg,  July  6,  1762. 
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Declaration publ'i/Joed  by  the  Empress  Catharine  tl.  upon 
recalling  Count  Bestuchef  Riumin  from  his  banijhment  in 
Siberia. 

THE  mod  ordinary  understanding  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the 
intimate  obligation  which  all  mankind  contract  towards  God  and 
towards  each  other,  to  tranfgrefs  on  no  occafion  whatever  the 
demands  of  juftice,  and  efpecially  not  to  heap  misfortunes  and 
oppreffion  on  the  head  of  the  innocent. 

Ere  we  mounted  our  Imperial  throne  of  Ruflia,  we  were  well 

acquainted  with  the  long  and  fignal  fervices  rendered  to    this 

empire  by  the  unfortunate  but  irreproachable  count  Beftuchef 

Riumin.     Her  public  decrees  of  the  27th  of  February  1758, 

vol,  i.  k  k  induced 
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induced  us  to  prefume  that  the  crime  which  had  drawn  upon  him 
fp  fevere  an  animadverfion  on  the  part  of  our  dear  aunt  the  em- 
prefs  Elizabeth,  muft  have  been  very  heinous ;  but  the  fecond 
maniftfto,  of  the  6th  of  April  1759,  which  contained  a  vague 
detail  of  the  crimes  attributed  to  him,  and  whereof  none  were 
fpecified,  obliged  us  to  fufpend  our  judgment,  and  led  us  to  fuf- 
pect  that  the  indignation  of  that  humane  fovereign,  and  the  ven- 
geance to  which  me  had  been  brought,  were  no  more  than  the 
effects  of  calumny  and  intrigue ;  for  the  contents  of  this  fecond 
manifefto  related  not  to  a  malefactor,  but  to  an  oppreffed  man 
condemned  beforehand. 

From  our  natural  humanity  we  have  thought  fit  to  foften  the 
feverity  of  the  fentence,  to  pardon  th?  guilty  rather  than  to  leave 
in  oblivion  the  fcrvices  which  the  faid  count  Beftuchef  rendered 
during  fo  many  years  to  our  empire,  and  to  let  him  (which 
would  have  been  ilill  more  blamable)  terminate  his  days  in  an  ig- 
nominious exile. 

As  foon  therefore  as  Providence  placed  the  fceptre  in  our 
hand,  fubmiffive  to  the  emotions  of  our  fenfibility,  and  to  the 
voice  of  juftice,  we  have  recalled  from  his  exile  that  old  ancj 
faithful  fervant  of  our  empire  ;  but,  not  ignorant  of  our  readinefs 
to  hearken  to  the  dictates  of  juftice,  he,  prefenting  himfelf  be- 
fore us,  has  humbly  implored  the  permiflion  to  make  his  inno- 
cence appear  to  our  eyes,  a  permiflion  which  we  granted  him  with 
all  our  heart  ;  and,  after  having  fpecified  the  intrigues  and  the 
calumnies,  which  appeared  to  us  authenticated  and  clearer  than 
light,  he  excited  in  our  heart  the  moft  lively  compafiion.  We 
experienced  at  the  fame  time  a  tender  fatisfaction,  on  perceiving 
that  the  liberty  to  which  we  reftored  him  was  in  perfect  agree, 
ment  with  that  love  of  order  and  juftice  by  which  we  commenced 
our  reign. 

His  example  has  convinced  us,  that  the  more  weighty  the 
-accufation,  the  more  fevere  ought  the  examination  to  be,  as 
without  this  precaution  fentence  of  condensation  may  fall  upon 
an  innocent  perfon.  Granting  that  our  very  dear  aunt  the  em- 
prefs-  Elizabeth  bad,  to  our  knowledge  and  to  that  of  the  whole 
4  vrorld, 
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world,  great  intelligence  and  fagacity ;  neverthelefs,  as  no  one 

is  infallible the  afFair  of  count  Beftuchef  took  a 

turn  highly  difadvantageous  to  the  honour  of  our  dear  aunt.  .  . . , 

For  thefe  reafons,  defirous  of  reftoring  the  luftre  of  her  name, 
and  the  virtues  which  guided  her  reign,  and  to  prove  how  much 
we  cherifh  her  memory,  and  to  fulfil  with  exactitude  the  duty  of 
every  chriftian,  as  becomes  a  mother  of  the  country,  we  have 
thought  ourfelves  obliged  to  declare  folemnly  that  the  faid  count 
Beftuchef  Riumin  was  deferving,  in  the  higheft  degree,  of  the 
confidence  of  our  deceafed  aunt,  &c 

Given  at  St.  Peterfburg,  this  13th  of  Augufl  1762. 
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Translation  of  a  Letter  from  the  Empress  ^Russia  to 
M.  d'Alembert,  at  Paris,  whom  Jhe  had  invited  int* 
Russia  to  educate  her  Son. 

M.  d'Alembert, 
I  HAVE  juft  received  the  anfwer  you  wrote  to  Mr.  Odart, 
in  which  you  refufe  to  tranfplant  yourfelf  to  aflifl  in  the  edu- 
cation of  my  fon.  I  eafily  conceive  that  it  coils  a  philofopher, 
like  you,  nothing  to  defpife  what  the  world  calls  grandeur  and 
honour :  thefe,  in  your  eyes,  are  very  little ;  and  I  can  readily 
agree  with  you  that  they  are  fo.  Confidering  things  in  this 
light,  there  would  be  nothing  great  in  the  behaviour  of  queen 
Chriftina  [of  Sweden]  which  has  been  fo  highly  extolled  ;  and 
often  cenfured  with  more  juftice.  But  to  be  born  and  called  to 
contribute  to  the  happinefs  and  even  the  inftru&ion  of  a  whole 
nation,  and  yet  decline  it,  is,  in  my  opinion,  refufing  to  do  that 
*good  which  you  wifli  to  do.  Your  philofophy  is  founded  in  a 
love  to  mankind :  permit  me  then  to  tell  you,  that  to  refufe  to 
feive  mankind,  whilii  it  is  in  your  power,  is  to  mifs  your  aim. 

k  k  2  1^  knov? 
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I  know  you  too  well  to  be  a  good  man,  to  afcribe  your  refufal  lo 

vanity.     I  know  that  the  fole  motive  of  it  is  the  love  of  eafe, 

and  Icifure  to  cultivate  letters  and  the  friendlhip  of  thofe  you 

cftecm.      But  what  is  there  in  this  objection  ?     Come,  with  all 

your  friends ;  I  promife  both  them  and  you,  every  conveniency 

and  advantage  that  depends  upon  me  ;  and  perhaps  you  will  find 

more  liberty  and  eafe  here,  than  in  your  native  country.     You 

rcfuftd  the   invitation   of  the  king  of  Pruffia,   notwithuanding 

your  obligations  to  him  ;  but  that  prince  has  no  fon.     I  own  to 

you,  that  I  have  the  education  of  my  fon  fo  much  at  heart/ and 

1  think  you  fo  neceffary  to  il,  that  perhaps  I  prefs  you  with  too 

much  earntltnefs.     Excufe  my  indifcretion  for  the  fake  of  the 

occaiion  of  it  ;  and  be  aflured  that  it  is  my  eileem  for  you  that 

makes  me  fo  urgent. 

Mofco,  CATHARINE. 

Nov.  13,  1762. 

In   this  whole   letter   1    have  argued  only  from   what   I  have 
round  in  your  wtitings.;  you  would  not  contradict  yourfelf. 


No.  VIII. 

The  Declaration  ivhlch  the  Empress  caufed  to  he  delivered 
to  the  Foreign  Mlnijlers. 

THE  ilyle  of  imperial,  which  Peter  the  great,  of  glorious 
memory,  afTumed,  or  rather  revived  for  himfelf  and  his  fucceffors, 
has  long  appertained  as  well  to  the  fovereigns  as  to  the  crown 
and  to  the  monarchy  of  all  the  Rufilas. 

Her  imperial  majefty  regards  as  contrary  to  the  fubflance  of 
that  principle,  all  renewal  of  the  rcverfals  which  have  been  given 
fuccefiively  to  every  potentate  on  its  acknowledgment  of  that 
title.  In  confequence  whereof,  her  majefty  has  jull  given  orders 
to  her  minifter  to  make  a  general  declaration,  that  the  ftyle  of 
imperial  being  by  its  very  nature  once  attached  to  the  crown 
and  to  the  monarchy  of  Ruflia,  and  perpetuated  for  a  long  coiirfe 

of 
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of  years  and  fuccefiions,  neither  herfelf,  nor  her  fucceffors  for 
ever,  can  any  more  renew  the  faid  reverfals,  and  Mill  lefs  prefcrve 
any  correfpondence  with  the  powers  who  fhall  refufe  to  acknow- 
ledge the  imperial  title  in  the  perfons  of  the  fovereigns  of  all  the 
Ruffias,  as  well  as  in  their  crown  and  their  monarchy  :  and  to 
the  end  that  this  declaration  may  terminate  for  ever  all  difficulties 
in  a  matter  which  ought  not  to  admit  of  any,  her  majefty,  in 
conformity  to  the  declaration  of  Peter  the  great,  declares  that 
the  ftyle  of  imperial  {hall  communicate  no  alteration  to  the 
ceremonial  in  ufe  among  courts,  which   fliall  remain  always  on 

the  fame  footing. 

(Signed)  VORONTZOF. 

Mofco,  Nov.  21,  1762.  B.  A.  GALLITZIN. 

[The  ambaffador  Breteuil  having  tranfmitted  this  declaration 
to  Verfailles,  Lewis  XV.  wrote  the  following  anfwer,  which  was 
delivered  to  the  miniilers  of  Catharine  :] 

Titles  are  of  themfelves  nothing.  They  poffefs  no  other 
reality  than  inafmuch  as  they  are  acknowledged,  and  their  value 
depends  on  the  idea  attached  to  them,  and  tiic  extent  given  to 
them  by  thofe  who  have  the  right  to  admit  them,  to  rejedt  them, 
or  to  limit  them.  —  Sovereigns  themfelves  cannot  attribute  to 
themfelves  titles  at  their  own  choice  :  the  confent  of  their  fub- 
jects  is  not  fuffictent  ;  that  of  the  other  powers  is  neceilary  ;  and 
every  crown,  at  liberty  to  acknowledge  or  to  refufe  a  new  title, 
may  alfo  adopt  it  with  fuch  modifications  and  conditions  as  are 
agreeable  to  it. 

.Agreeably  to  this  principle,  Peter  I.  and  his  fucceffors  to  the 
emprefs  Elizabeth,  have  never  been  known  in  France  but  under 
the  denomination  of  tzar.  —  That  princefs  is  the  firft  of  all  the 
fovereigns  of  Ruftia  to  whom  the  king  granted  the  ftyle  impe- 
rial ;  but  it  was  under  the  exprefs  condition  that  this  title 
fhould  communicate  no  prejudice  to  the  ceremonial  in  ufe  be- 
tween the  two  courts. 

The  emprefs  Elizabeth  fubferibed,  without  fcruple,  this  con- 
dition, and  explained  herfelf  on  that  head  moft  circumftantially 

k  k  3  id 
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in  the  reverfal  framed  by  her  order,  and  figned  in  the  month  df , 
March  1745,  by  the  counts  Beftuchef  and  Vorontzof.  —  The 
daughter  of  Peter  I.  therein  teftifies  her  entire  fatisfaction.  She . 
therein  acknowledges,  that  it  is  from  friendjlnp,  and  from  a  truly 
peculiar  attention  cf  the  king  to  her,  that  his  majejly  had  condefcended 
to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  Jlyle  of  imperial,  which  other  powers 
had  already  conceded ;  and  ihe  confelfes  that  this  complaifance  of 
the  king  of  France  is  highly  agreeable  to  her. 

The  king,  actuated  by  the  fame  fentiments  for  the  emprefs 
Catharine  II.  makes  no  hefitation  in  granting  to  her  at  prefent 
the  ftyle  of  imperial,  and  to  acknowledge  it  in  her,  as  attached 
to  the  throne  of  Rufiia  :  but  his  majefty  means  that  this  acknow- 
ledgment mould  be  made  under  the  fame  conditions  as  under 
the  two  foregoing  reigns  ;  and  he  declares,  that,  if  hereafter  any 
one  of  the  fuccefTors  of  the  emprefs  Catharine,  unmindful  of  this 
folemn  and  reciprocal  engagement,  mall  think  proper  to  form 
any  pretenfion  contrary  to  the  ufage  uniformly  followed  between 
the  two  courts,  concerning  rank  and  precedence  ;  from  that  mo- 
ment, the  crown  of  France,  by  an  equitable  reciprocity,  (hall 
refume  its  ancient  ftyle,  and  ceafe  to  give  the  ftyle  of  imperial 
to  that  of  Rufiia. 

This  declaration,  tending  to  prevent  all  fubje£l  of  difficulty 
for  the  future,  is  a  proof  of  the  friendfhip  of  the  king  for  the 
emprefs,  and  of  the  fincere  deiire  he  has  to  eftablifh  between  the 
two  courts  a  folid  and  unalterable  union. 

(Signed)         PRASLIN. 

Done  at  Verfailles,  Jan.  18,  1763. 


No.  IX. 

Substance  of  a  Memorial  delivered  on  the  16th  of  July  by 
^Chancellor  of  Russia  to  the  Polish  Resident  at 
Petersburg. 
IN   this  memorial  her  imperial  majefty  fidt  fets  forth  her 

great  love  of  peace,  and  how  careful  (he  has  been  to  preferve  it ; 

and 
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and  then  proceeds  thus :  "  Filled  with  thefe  fentiments,  it  is 
**  with  regret,  that  the  emprefs  fees  his  Polifh  majefty  follow 
<c  different  maxims  with  regard  to  her,  and  make  no  return  to 
sl  her  friendly  proceedings  but  by  proceedings  directly  oppofue. 

*'  In  the  firfl  place,  in  the  affair  of  Courland,  her  imperial 
tf  majefty,  attentive  to  every  thing  that  concerned  the  dignity  of 
«'  the  king  of  Poland,  has  not  ceafed  to  claim  his  jufrice,  in  which 
"  (he  always  placed  the  greateft  confidence. 

"  Secondly,  (lie  has  not  only  paid  all  poflible  regard  to  the 
••  representations  made  to  her,  touching  the  damage  which  the 
"  Poles  might  have  fuffered  by  the  paflage  of  the  ruffian  troops ; 
*f  but  even  at  this  moment  fhe  waits  only  for  the  naming  of 
*'  commiffaries  by  the  republic,  to  fettle  and  give  orders  for  in- 
"  demnification. 

"  Her  imperial  majefty  is  not  content  with  convincing  his 
"  Polifh  majefty  of  her  friendfhip  in  thofe  two  general  objects 
"  which  regard  the  refpeaive  eftates  ;  fhe  has  no  lefs  at  heart  the 
'*  giving  proofs  of  her  perfonal  regard  for  his  majefty  and  his 
"  family.  She  has  already  interefted  herfelf,  and  will  flill  in- 
"  terefl  herfelf  at  every  favourable  opportunity,  to  procure  a 
u  proper  eftablifhment  for  his  royal  highnefs  the  king's  fon, 
•*  prince  Charles :  neverthelefs,  his  majefty  the  king  of  Poland 
"  has  hitherto  refufed  to  liften  to  any  overtures  for  an  accom- 
u  modation,  or  for  making  fatisfac"tion  for  the  many  complaints 
"  of  the  emprefs  :  not  to  mention  the  treaty  of  perpetual  peace 
**  eftabliflied  between  Ruflia  and  the  republic  of  Poland,  and 
"  whicli  has  been  infringed  by  Poland,  in  many  points;  her  im- 
*'  perial  majefty  complains,  firft,  that,  notwithftanding  the  re- 
"  quifition  made  by  her  ambaflador,  the  king  has  not  given  her 
*<  fatisfaclion  with  regard  to  the  irregular  conduct  of  the  four 
"  miniflers,  who  figned  a  memorial  highly  cffenfive  to  the  court 
"  of  Ruffja  and  its  fovereign.  Secondly,  that  the  king  has  not 
<l  yet  acknowledged  the  lawful  duke  of  Courland.  Thirdly, 
"  that  the  laws  and  liberties  of  Poland  are  oppreffed,  as  well  as 
"  the  friends  of  Ruffia,  who  are  kept  from  all  employments,  and 
M  from  all  favours,  becaufe  they  fupport  liberty  and  the  laws ; 
k  k  4.  «  and 
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"  and  who,  on  that  very  account,  merit  the  protection  of  Ruflia ; 
<J  who,  being  the  guarantee  of  the  rights  of  the  republic,  mud 
"  not  fuflfer  any  change  in  its  conftitution,  but  mult  be  its  firmeil 
"  fupport,"  &c. 


No.  X. 

Manifesto  publified  by  the  Court  of  Petersburg,  on  occajtan 
of  the  Death  of  Prince  Ivan. 

By  the  grace  of  God,  we  Catharine  the  Second,  emprefs 
and  fovereign  of  all  the  Ruflias,  &c.  to  all  whom  thefe 
prefents  may  concern. 
WHEN,  by  the  divine  will,  and  in  compliance  with  the 
ardent  and  unanimous  defires  of  our  faithful  fubjecls,  we  afcended 
the  throne  of  Ruffia,  we  were  not  ignorant  that  Ivan,  fon  of 
Anthony,  prince  of  Brunfwic-Wolfenbuttle,  and  the  p'rincefs 
Anne  of  Mecklenburgh,  was  ftill  alive.  This  prince,  as  is  well 
known,  was,  immediately  after  his  birth,  unlawfully  declared 
heir  to  the  imperial  crown  of  Rufiia  j  but,  by  the  decrees  of 
Providence,  he  was  foon  after  irrevocably  excluded  from  that 
high  dignity,  and  the  fceptre  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  lawful 
heirefs,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Peter  the  great,  our  beloved  aunt 
of  glorious  memory.  After  we  had  afcended  the  throne,  and 
offered  up  to  heaven  our  juii  thankfgivings,  the  firit  object  that 
employed  our  thoughts,  in  confequence  of  that  humanity  that  is 
natural  to  us,  was  the  unhappy  fituation  of  that  prince,  who 
was  dethroned  by  the  Divine  Providence,  and  had  been  unfor- 
tunate ever  fince  his  birth ;  and  we  formed  the  refolution  of 
alleviating  his  misfortunes,  as  far  as  was  poflible.  We  immedi- 
ately made  a  vifit  to  him,  in  order  to  judge  of  his  understanding 
and  talents,  and,  in  confequence  thereof,  to  procure  him  an  agree- 
able and  quiet  fituation,  fuitable  to  his  character  and  the  educa? 
tion  he  had  received.  But  how  great  was  our  furprife,  when, 
befides  a  defect  in  his  utterance,  that  was  uneafy  to  himfelf,  and 

rendered 
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Sundered  his  difcourfe  alrnofi  unintelligible  to  others,  we  obferved 
in  him  a  total  privation  of  fenfe  and  reafon  !     Thofe  who  ac- 
companied us  during  this  interview  favv  how  much  our  heart 
fuffered  at  the  view  of  an  object  fo  fitted  to  excite  companion  ; 
they  were  alfo  convinced  that  the  only  meafure  we  could  take 
to  fuccour  the  unfortunate  prince,  was  to  leave  him  where  we 
found  him,  andtto  procure  him  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences 
that  his  fituation  would  admit  of.     We  accordingly  gave  our 
orders  for  this  purpofe,  though  the  flate  he  was  in  prevented  his 
perceiving  the  marks  of  our  humanity,   or  being  fenfible  of  our 
attention  and  care ;    for  he  knew  nobody,  could  not  diftinguiili 
between  good  and  evil,  nor  did  he  know  the  ufe  that  might  be 
made  of  reading,  to  pafs  the  time  with  lefs  wearinefs  and  difguft  : 
on  the  contrary,   he  fought  after  pleafure  in  objecls  that  dis- 
covered, with  fufficient  evidence,  the  diforder  of  his  imagination. 
To  prevent,  therefore,  ill-intentioned  perfons  from  giving  him 
any  trouble,  or  from  making  ufe  of  his  name  or  orders  to  difturb 
the  public  tranquillity,  we  gave  him  a  guard,  and  placed  about 
his  perfon  two  officers  of  the  garrifon,  in  whofe  fidelity  and  in- 
tegrity we  could  confide.      Thefe  officers  were  captain  Vlaffief 
and  lieutenant  Tfchekin,  who,   by  their  long  military  fervices, 
which  had  confide rably  impaired  their  health,  deferved  a  fuitable 
recompence,   and  a  Ration  in  which  they  might  pafs  quietly  the 
reft  of  their  days;  they  were  accordingly  charged  with  the  care 
of  the  prince,  and  were  Itridtly  enjoined  to  let  none  approach 
him.     Yet  all  thefe  precautions  were  net  fufficient  to  prevent  an 
abandoned  profligate   from  committing  at  Schluftelburg,  with 
unparalleled  wickednefs,  and  at  the  rifk  of  his  own  life,  an  out- 
rage, whofe  enormity  infpires  horror.     A  fecond  lieutenant  of 
the  regiment  of  Smolenfko,  a  native  of  the  Ukraine,  named  Bafil 
Mirovitch,   grandfon  of  the  firit  rebel  that  followed  Mazeppa, 
and  a  man  in  whom  the  perjury  of  his  anceftors   feems  to  have 
been  infufed  with  their  blood  ;  this  profligate,  having  palled  his 
days  in  debauchery  and  diilipation,   and  being  thus  deprived  of 
all  honourable  means  of  advancing  his  fortune  ;   having  alfo  loft: 
light  of  what  he  owed  to  the  law  of  God,  and  of  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance he  liad  taken  to  us;  and  knowing  prince  Ivan  only  by 

name, 
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name,  without  any  knowledge  cither  of  his  bodily  or  mental 
qualities ;  took  it  into  his  head  to  make  ufe  of  this  prince  to 
advance  his  fortune  at  all  events,  without  being  reftrained  by  the 
confideration  of  the  bloody  fcene  that  fuch  an  attempt  was 
adapted  to  occafion.  In  order  to  execute  this  deteftable,  dan- 
gerous, and  defperate  project,  he  defired,  during  our  abfence  in 
Livonia,  to  be  upon  guard,  out  of  his  turn,  in  the  fortrefs  of 
SchlufFelburg,  where  the  guard  is  relieved  every  eight  days ;  and 
the  15th  of  laft  month,  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  he  alt 
of  a  fudden  called  up  the  main  guard,  formed  it  into  a  line,  and 
ordered  the  foldiers  to  load  with  ball.  Berednikof,  governor  of 
the  fortrefs,  having  heard  a  noife,  came  out  of  his  apartment, 
and  afked  Mirovitch  the  reafon  of  this  difturbance,  but  received 
no  other  anfvver  from  this  rebel  than  a  blow  on  the  head  with 
the  butt-end  of  his  mul'ket.  Mirovitch,  having  wounded  and 
arreted  the  governor,  led  on  his  troops  with  fury,  and  attacked 
with  fire-arms  the  handful  of  foldiers  that  guarded  prince  Ivan, 
But  he  was  fo  warmly  received  by  thofe  foldiers  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  two  officers  mentioned  above,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
retire.  By  a  particular  direction  of  that  Providence  that  watches 
over  the  life  of  man,  there  was  that  night  a  thick  mid,  which, 
together  with  the  inward  form  and  fituation  of  the  fortrefs,  had 
this  happy  effect,  that  not  one  individual  was  either  killed  or 
wounded.  The  bad  fuccefs  of  this  firft  attempt  could  not  engage 
this  enemy  of  the  public  peace  to  defift  from  his  rebellious  pur- 
pofe.  Driven  on  by  rage  and  defpair,  he  ordered  a  piece  of  cannon 
to  be  brought  from  one  of  the  baftions,  which  order  was  imme- 
diately executed.  Captain  VlaiTief  and  his  lieutenant  Tfchekin, 
feeing  that  it  was  impoffible  to  refill:  fuch  a  fuperior  force,  and 
coniidering  the  unhappy  confequences  that  mult  enfue  from  the 
deliverance  of  a  perfon  that  was  committed  to  their  care,  and 
the  efFufion  of  innocent  blood  that  mull  follow  from  the  tumults 
it  was  adapted  to  excite,  took,  atfter  deliberating  together,  the 
only  Hep  that  they  thought  proper  to  maintain  the  public  tran- 
quillity, which  was  to  cut  ihort  the  days  of  the  unfortunate  prince. 
ConlidcTing  alfo,  that  if  they  fet  at  liberty  a  prifoner,  whom  this 

defperate 
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defperate  party  endeavoured  to  force  with  fuch  violence  out  of 
their  hands,  they  ran  the  rifk  of  being  punifhed  according  to  the 
rigour  of  the  laws,  they  afiaffinated  the  prince,  without  being  re- 
trained by  the  apprehenfion  of  being  put  to  death  by  a  villain 
reduced  to  defpair.  The  moniler  (Mirovitch),  feeing  the  dead 
body  of  the  prince,  was  fo  confounded  and  {truck  at  a  fight  he 
fo  little  expected,  that  he  acknowledged,  that  very  inftant,  his 
temerity  and  his  guilt,  and  difcovered  his  repentance  to  the  troop 
which  about  an  hour  before  he  had  feduced  from  their  duty,  and 
rendered  the  accomplices  of  his  crime. 

Then  it  was,  that  the  two  officers,  who  had  nipped  this  re- 
bellion irt  the  bud,  joined  with  the  governor  of  the  fortrefs,  in 
fecuring  the  perfon  of  this  rebel,  and  in  bringing  back  the 
foldiers  to  their  duty.  They  alfo  fent  to  our  privy  counfellor 
Pan  in,  under  whofe  orders  they  a&ed,  a  relation  of  this  event, 
which,  though  unhappy,  has  neverthelefs,  under  the  protection 
of  Heaven,  been  the  occafion  of  preventing  ftill  greater  calamities. 
This  fenator  difpatched  immediately  lieutenant-colonel  Kafch- 
kin,  with  fuffident  inftrudlions  to  maintain  the  public  tran- 
quillity, to  prevent  diforder  on  the  fpot,  (i.e.  where  the  aiTafli- 
nation  was  committed,)  and  fent  us,  at  the  fame  time,  a  courier 
with  a  circumftantial  account  of  the  whole  affair.  In  confe- 
rence of  this,  we  ordered  lieutenant-general  Veymarn,  of  the 
divifion  of  St.  PeterPourg,  to  take  the  neceffary  informations 
upon  the  fpot  ;  this  he  has  done,  and  has  fent  us  accordingly  the 
interrogatories,  depoiitions,  and  the  confeflion  of  the  villain  him- 
felf,  who  has  acknowledged  his  guilt. 

Senfible  of  the  enormity  of  his  crime,  and  of  its  confequences 
with  regard  to  the  peace  of  our  country,  we  have  referred  the 
whole  affair  to  the  confideration  of  our  fenate,  which  we  have 
ordered,  jointly  with  the  iynod,  to  invite  the  three  firft  clafTes, 
and  the  prefidents  of  all  the  colleges,  to  hear  the  verba]  relation  of 
general  Veymarn,  who  has  taken  the  proper  informations  ;  to  pro- 
nounce fentence  in  confequence  thereof ;  and,  after  that  fentence 
Jia*  been  figned,  to  prefent  it  to  us  for  our  confirmation  of  the  fame* 
The  original  is  figned  by  her  imperial  majelty's  own  hand. 

CATHARINE* 


5°8 


APPENDIX,   NO.  XI. 


No.  XI. 


Alphabetical  List  of  the  Towns  of  //^Russian  Empire, 
flawing  in  what  Government  they  lie,  and  how  many  Verfls  diflant 
from  the  Refidence,  from  the  Metropolis ,  and  from  their  rejpeclive 

Government  Towns,  as  far  as  could  be  collected  from  the  Accounts 

delivered  to  Catharine   II. 

The  names  of  the  government  towns  are  diftinguifticd  by  italic. 


Towns. 

In  what  government. 
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Aktyrka 

Kharkof 
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723 
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Alapayefsk 
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510 

Alatyr 

Simbirfk 
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618 
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Alexandriya 
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184 

Alexandrof 

Vladimir 

824 
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117 

Alexandrofsk 
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Tula 
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130 

60 

Alexopol 
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Archangel 
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1236 
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150 
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Simbirfk 
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148 
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Riga  ^ 

626 

!356 
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N  i  fli  n  e  -Novogorod 
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380 

109 
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1463 

735 

55 

Afof 
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1998 

1268 

625 

Aftrakhan 

Caucafus 

2142 

1412 

63Q 

Atkarfk 

Saratof 

1630 

902 

79 

Atfchinlk 

Tobolflc 

4694 

3964 

1809 

Babinovitfchy 
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in 

Bachmut 

Ekatarinoflavl 

1490 

760 

368 

Balachna 

Niflme-Npvgorod 

1 145 

4T5 

32 

Balafchof 

Saratof 

244 

Baltic  port 

Reval 

394 

1122 

44 

Bargiifinfk 

Irkutflc 

6j45 

5617 

524 

Belebey 

Ufa 

139 

B  ere  fin 

Tichernigof 

36 

Berefpf 


5°9 


""       " ' 

E    . 

a 

e  a 

~ 

,2  q 

0  . 

0  g 

<£  0 

*£  a  c 

Towns. 

In  what  government. 

is 

*=     |     * 

*  Z  2 

z  > 

£>  <S) 

> 

K*    bo 

Berefof 

Tobolfk                         j 

3814 

3084 

929 

Bielef 

Tula 

973 

239 

I20 

Bielgorod 

Kurfk 

l356 

626 

132 

Bielitza 

Mohilcf 

194 

H3 

Bieloy 

Smolenfk 

709 

410 

Bielopolye 

Kharkof 

1585 

857 

217 

Bieloferfk 

Novgorod 

569 

540 

532 

Bielovodfk 

Voronetfh 

J545 

803 

3°7 

Biezvefk 

Tver 

625 

287 

121 

Biifk 

Kolhyvan 

260 

Biryutfch 

Voronetfch 

1357 

617 

150 

Birfk 

Ufa 

1927 

1197 

105 

Bcbrof 

Voronetfch 

1265 

535 

87 

Bogatye 

Kurfk 

J33° 

600 

106 

Bogodukhof 

Kharkof 

147 1 

74l 

60 

Bogoroditzk 

Tula 

957 

227 

45 

Bogorodik 

Mofco 

50 
238 

Bogutfchar 

Voronetfch 

*475 

73,5 

Bolkhof 

Orel 

1020 

290 

54 
32 

Borifoglyebfk 

Yaroflavl 

* 

t 

Borifoglyebfk  on  the 

Vorona 

Tambof 

1359 

629 

152 

Boroviifchi 

Novgorod 

360 

454 

'83 

Borofsk 

Kaluga 

893 

163 

78 

Borfna 

Tchernigof 

1396 

666 

90 

Brian  fk 

Orel 

1077 

347 

*$* 

Bronnitzy 

Mofco 

781 

Sl 

Bugulma 

Ufa 

1687 

957 

220 

Buguruflan 

Ufa 

279 

Bui 

Koilroma 

93  2 

396 

130 

Buinfk 

Simbirfk 

1462 

722 

70 

Bufuluk 

Ufa 

375 

Cronftadt 

St.  Peterfburg 

47 

111 

Dalmatof 

Per  me 

510 

Dan  lib  f 

Yarofiavl 

810 

.316 

6? 

Dankof 

Riazane 

95c 

220 

158 

Defchkin 

Orel 

1 060 

33° 

58 

St.  Dmitri  fort 

Ekatarinoflavl 

1968 

1238 

595 

Dmitriyef 

Kurfk 

1241 

511 

99 

*  By  the  Way  of  UgUtfch  814,  by  the  way  of  Pofchek.  797. 

f  By  the  way  of  Yaroflavl  and  Roft.  273,  by  the  way  of  Pofchek  26$. 


Dmitrof 
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E    . 

B 

E~ 

Towns* 

In  what  government. 

2=2 

0    . 

"   0 

0  c 

Hi 

*>     c     £ 

*§£ 

la 

«  £  ** 

t>  tr> 

> 

>  s> 

Dmitrof 

Mofco 

702 

62 

Pmitrofsk 

Orel 

1181 

45 i 

84 

Dnteprofsk 

Tavrida 

300 

JDonetzk 

Ekatarinoflavl 

443 

Dorogobufh 

Smolenfk 

793 

298 

86 

JDoroninik 

Irkutfk 

6644 

5964 

871 

Dorpat 

^Tn 

3'9 

1049 

230 

Driezin 

Polotfk 

691 

697 

63 

Dukbofsbina 

Smolenfk 

727 

363 

51  m 

Dynabnrg 

Pobtflc 

794 

800 

173 

Ekataiinenburg 

Petme 

2308 

1578 

358 

Ekatar'viojlaf 

1596 

868 

Elizabetbgrad 

Ekatarinoflavl 

J759 

141 1 

211 

Epiphan 

Tula 

962 

232 

5° 

.Eupatoria 

Tavrida 

60 

Fatcfch 

Kurfk 

Ji93 

4^3 

46 

Fell  in 

Riga 

241 

Fredcrikfham 

Vyburg 

326 

1056 

186 

Gadyatch 

Tcbernigof 

# 

t 

254 

Galitch 

Koitroma 

919 

396 

117 

Gdof  < 

St.  Peterfburg 

216 

871 

Georgiefsk 

Caucafus 

2528 

1800 

60 

Glafof 

Viatka 

214 

Gfinfk 

Tchernigof 

210 

Glukbof 

Novgorod  Sievcrflcoi 

1280 

5SQ 

Goltva 

Kief 

283 

Gordatof 

N  i  fh  n  e  -No  vgo  rod 

70 

Gorodetz 

Polotzk 

698 

553 

144 

Gorcdifcbtfcbe 

Penfa 

42 

Gorodnia 

Tcbernigof 

5° 

Gorokovetch 

Vladimir 

1039 

332 

i57 

Gradifchtfcbc 

Ekatarinoflavl 

136 

Griafovetch 

Vologda 

709 

384 

42 

Giafk 

Smolenfk 

5S1 

160 

222 

Habfal 

Reval 

4S6 

1126 

95 

In  far  a 

Penfa 

1290 

560 

89 

libit 

Perme 

2683 

'  1953 

572 

Irhvtjh 

5823 

5°93 

Ifchim 

Tobolik 

29$5 

2205 

344 

*  Via  Mtzenfk  an< 

1  Kurfk          —    — 

1    1450 

720 

•f  fid  Suiolcnfk  ar 

d  Baturin         —     — 

1     X712 

9S2 

Ifchiginlk 
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Town  3. 

In  what  government. 

H 

«  Oh 

erfts  from 
Mofco. 

erfts   from 
vcrnment- 

town. 

><" 

> 

*>     fcO    . 

Ifchiginik 

trkutik 

10307' 

9577 

4484 

Ifium 

Kharkof 

1550 

820 

III 

Kadnikof 

Vologda 

695 

468 

42 

Kadyi 

Koftroma 

950 

427 

147 

Kaigorod 

Viatka 

1972 

1242 

246 

Kainflc 

Tobolfk 

3788 

3058 

9°3 

Kaliafin 

Tver 

.  734 

294 

168 

Kalitva 

Voronetch 

142 1 

681 

*93 

Kaluga 

890 

160 

JEamyfchin 

Saratof 

1806 

1076 

174 

Kamyfchlof 

Perme 

4»3 

Kanadyei 

Simbirlk 

x537 

797 

Mi 

Karatfchef 

Orel 

1102 

372 

84 

Kargopol 

Olonetz 

618 

1078 

342 

Karfun                       | 

Simbirfk 

H23 

683 

9l 

Kafan 

1465 

735 

Kafchin 

Tver 

716 

312 

150 

Kafimof 

Riazane 

IOIO 

280 

140 

Kem 

Olonetz 

885 

M-79 

455 

Kerenfk 

Penfa 

1199 

460 

lSS 

Kexbolm 

Viborg 

146 

876 

130 

Kbarkof 

14.21 

680 

Kherfon 

Ekatarinoflavl 

* 

t 

290 

Kholm 

Plefkof 

336 

592 

268 

Khoperfk 

Saratof 

1419 

61-59 

Khorol 

Kief 

223 

Khotmyfhlk 

Kharkof 

*455 

725 

71 

Khvalynfk 

Saratof 

x97 

Kief 

1582 

852 

Kinburn  fort 

Tavrida 

2091 

1361 

Kinefchma 

Kollroma 

885 

347 

83 

Kirenflc 

Irkutfk 

6768 

6038 

945 

Kirilof 

Novgorod 

590 

495 

580 

Kirfanof 

Tambof 

1295 

565 

88 

Kirflhatfk 

Vladimir 

850 

123 

I][5 

Kifliar 

Caucafus 

2642 

1912 

Klimovitfchy 

Mohilef 

123 

Klin 

Mofco 

648 

82 

Kniaginin 

Nifhne-Novgorod 

96 

*  Via  Mtzcnik,  Kurd 

t,  and  Krementfhulc  — 

1903 

1174 

f  r/tfSmolenflt,Batu 

iin,Polt.  and  Krementlhuk 

I       2I4* 

1411 

Kols 
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Towns. 


In  what  government. 


2<a 


O      -L. 


Kola 

Archangel 

1379 

2109 

1021 

Xolmogory 

Archangel 

i 

Kologrif 

Kollroma 

968 

534 

254 

Kolomna 

Moico 

830 

100 

Koiyian 

5*54 

4424 

Konotop 

Novgorod  Sieverfkoi 

1345 

615 

US 

Korulantincgrad 

Ekatarinoflavl 

973 

864 

104 

Kopyfs 

Mphflef 

49 

Korop 

Novgorod  Sieverfkoi 

70 

Korctoyak 

Voronetch 

13*3 

573 

80 

Korotfcha 

Kurik 

1359 

629 

135 

Kortlcheva 

Tver  . 

82 

Kofchira 

Tula 

900 

170 

So 

Kofcktz 

Kief 

1510 

780 

72 

Kofelfk 

Kaluga 

940 

210 

57 

KoHof 

Tambof 

i'55 

425 

72 

Knjlrorr.a 

802 

280 

Kotelnitfch 

Viatka 

1811 

1081 

9S 

Kctiakof 

Simbirfk 

1404 

664 

no 

Kovrof 

Vladimir 

964 

237 

62 

Krafnoborfk 

Vologda 

I  [OO 

1006 

580 

Krafnoy 

Smolenfk 

823 

43o 

46 

Krkfnoy-Khplm 

Tver 

586 

326 

i6r 

Krafnoy-Yar 

Aitrakhan 

21 12 

1382 

3° 

Kratnoyarik 

Kolyvan 

4839 

4109 

1981 

.Krafnokutflc 

Kharkhof 

1508 

767 

86 

Krafnoflobodfk 

Penfa 

1564 

334 

173 

JCrafnouiimfk 

Perme 

2077 

1347 

188 

Kreftzy 

Novgorod 

279 

45i 

93 

K  role  vetch 

Novgorod  Sieverfkoi 

1319 

589 

64 

Kromy 

Orel 

"33 

4°3 

36 

Kropivna 

Tula 

952 

222 

40 

Kungur 

Perme 

2051 

'323 

9* 

Kupenik 

Voronetch 

1663 

923 

283 

Kurgati 

Tobolfk 

2875 

2145 

414 

Kurmyfch 

Simbirfk 

1237 

500 

257 

Kv.rjk  ' 

1224 

494 

Kulrnodemyanfk 

Kazan 

1294 

564 

iS* 

Kufia-t/.k 

Kolyvan 

4737 

4007 

Kufnetzk 

Saratof 

197 

Ladoga 

St.  Peterfburg 

150 

744 

Lai  (chef 

Kazan 

51 
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Towns. 


In  what  government. 


%e 


>  a 


Lalfk 

Vologda 

Lebedyan 

Tambof 

Lebedin 

Kharkof 

Levkopol 

Tavrida 

Lo;0f  _ 

Kurflc 

Lichvin 

Kaluga 

Lipctzk 

Tambof 

Linbim 

Yaroflavl 

Liutzin 

Polotfk 

Livenfk 

Voronetch 

Livny 

Orel 

Lochvitza 

Tfchernigof 

Lodeinoe  Pole 

Olonetz 

Lubney 

Kief 

Luch 

Koftroma 

Luga 

St.  Petersburg 

Lukoyanof 

Nifhne-Novgorod 

Makarief 

Nifhne-Novgorod 

TVIakaricf 

Koftroma 

Malmyfh 

Viatka 

Maloarchangel 

Orel 

Maloyaroflavl 

Kaluga 

Mamadyfh, 

Kazan 

Mariupol 

Ekatarinoflavl 

Mcdvnflc 

Kaluga 

Ivje1  ;iki 

Vladimir    . 

Melitopol 

Tavrida 

Menfelinfk 

Ufa 

Mefchtfchofsk 

Kaluga 

Mefen 

Archangel 

Mglinfk 

Novgorod  Sieverfkoi 

Mikhailof 

Raezan 

Mirgorod 

Kief 

Miropolie 

Kharkof 

Mobilef 

Mokfchan 

Penfa 

Mologa 

Yaroflavl 

Morfchanfk 

Tambof 

Mofalfk 

Kaluga 

Mofdok 

Caucafus 

Mofhaifk 

Mofco 

MOSCO 

Metropolis 

IIIO 

1 1 04 

1540 

1295 
940 

1 162 

826 

593 

H°3 

1090 

1462 

276 

1505 

913 

135 


98 


"43 

847 


869 

1040 

1769 

980 

H45 

910 
1784 

751 
1368 

740 
1 156 

940 

816 

728 


981 

374 
810 

210 

432 
354 
75* 
654 
360 

732 
809 

775 
347 
614 


474 

4*3 
"3 


135 

3!3 

1035 
250 

1575 

1S0 
1054 
785 
534 
638 
260 
426 
210 
243 
■  99 


VOL.  J. 


L  L 


555 

177 

H7 

80 

71 

45 

149 

101 

164 

1/5 
128 
210 
215 
190 

129 

i53 

80 

195 
249 

70 

52 

146 

32* 

57 
138 
220 
236 

69 

511 
141 

50 
233 
133 

37 
1  ro 
88 
77 
34 


Mftiflai 


514 
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Si    ' 
2  5 

Towns. 

In  what  government. 

•  is 

4>       . 

0  ^ 

€  §  s 

t>  in 

> 

>  1 

MjUflavl 

Mohilef 

9I4 

50I 

94 

Murom 

Vladimir 

1022 

295 

120 

Myfchkin 

Yaroflavl   ' 

7^ 

209 

92 

Mztnfk 

Orel 

IO44 

3T4 

53 

Nakhitfckevan 

Ekatarinofiavl 

Nagaibak 

Orenburg 

*^33 

1003 

540 

Ngroftfchit 

Penfa 

x356 

626 

125 

Narva 

St.  Petersburg 

»4S 

875 

Karyrn 

Tobolfk 

4644 

3934 

1759 

Nedrigailof 

Kharkof 

1574 

844 

195 

Nerechta 

Koftroma 

846 

236 

43 

Ne  rfch  in  rk 

frkutfk 

6784 

6054 

96 1 

Neyfhlott 

Viburg 

39o 

1 1 20 

250 

Nevtl 

Polotik 

1338 

618 

99 

Niefl.in 

Tfchernigof 

1444 

7'4 

74 

Nekitflc 

Mofco 

31 

Nikoljk 

Vologda 

1 1 64 

1061 

637 

Nifnnaia  Dievitza 

Voronetch 

1284 

544 

57 

Nifbne  Kamtfhatka 

Irkutfk 

1 1 699 

10969 

5876 

Nifhnc  Lomof 

Pcnfa 

>339 

609 

96 

Nijlrre  Novgorod 

1 1 20 

390 

Nifhneudinik 

Irkutfk 

5348 

4618 

475 

N'olin 

Viatka 

112 

Novgorod 

186 

544 

Novgorod  SleverJIiol 

* 

t 

Novomiefto 

Novgorod  Sieverfkoi 

144 

Novomirgorod 

Ekatarinoilavl 

288 

Novomofkofsk 

Ekatarinoflavl 

18 

Novorfhef 

Plefkof 

478 

*53 

132 

Novofil 

Tula 

1292 

458 

176 

Oboian 

Kurik 

1283 

553 

59 

Obvinllc 

Perme 

50 

Odoyef 

Tula 

940 

.210 

70 

OkhanAc 

Pevme 

67 

Okhotffc 

Irkutik 

9259 

8529 

3436 

Clekminfk 

Irkutfk 

7754 

7024 

J93* 

Olenfk 

Irkutik: 

9309 

8579 

3496 

Olonetz 

Olonetz   ' 

280 

874 

150 

Ornik 

Tobolfk 

3286 

2556 

693 

*  By  Stir,  nnd  Sim 

)lenfk               — 

1 1 50 

<4o 

f  By  luia  and  Mof 

CO                 —           — 

1328 

598 

Onega 
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Towns. 


In  what  government. 


P    * 


Onega 

Opotfcha 

Oranienbaum 

Oranienburg 

Orel 

Orenburg 

Oriof 

Orfcha 

Ofa 

Ofkol,  old 

Ofkol,  new 

Oftafchkof 

Ofter 

Oftrogofk 

Oftrof 

Pavlograd 

Pavlofsk 

Pen/a 

Pereiaflavl 

Perekop 

Peremyfchl 

Perejlavl  Riaz. 

Pereflavl  Sahefk 

Perevolotfchna 

Perevos 

Perme 

Pemau 

Petropavlofskoi 

Petrozavodik 

Petrofsk 

Petrofsk 

Petfchory 

Phanagoria 

Pinega 

Piriatin 

Pies 

Plejkof 

Podol 

Pogar 

Pokrof 

*  By  way  of  Narva 
By  way  of  Luja 


Archangel 

Piefkof 

St.  Peterfburg 

Riazane 

Ufa 

Viatka 

Mohilef 

Perme 

Kurik     - 

FCurfk 

Tver 

Kief 

Voronetch 

Pkfkof 

Ekatarinoflavl 
Voronetch 

Kief 

Tavrida 

Kaluga 

Vladimir 
Novgorod 
Nifhne  Novgorod 

Riga 

Irkutfk 

Olonetz 

Yaroflavl 

Saratof 

Piefkof 

Tavrida 

Archangel 

Kief 

Koftroma 

Mofco 

Novgorod  Sieverfkoi 

Vladimir 


l  l  a 


900 

491 

40 

1093 

1097 

1984 

1663 

685 

2020 

1309 

J379 
426 

1326 
425 

1380 

>394 
l533 

925 
910 

750 
2002 

1949 

479 
10648 

430 

819 

1490 


1245 

1480 
856 

765 

1400 

824 

346 


1560 
727 
768 
363 
367 

1254 

933 
466 
1290 
579 
639 
347 
802 
588 
800 

640 
660 
823 

180 
125 

1272 

1219 

1 1 90 

9918 

1024 
167 
760 

807 

1288 

750 

2  95 
717 

35 
670 

97 


232 
J37 

170 

3*9 
5i 
66 

113 

130 

101 

4 

202 
J50 

78 

I4O 

28 

I20 

50 
90 

4020 

76 
I05 

54 
240 
210 
161 

54 


64 
78 


P9ktjk 


S'-« 
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Polotjh 

Poltava 

Porkhof 

Porietfchy 

Pofcliekonia 

P.otfchinky 

Povienetz 

Priluky 

Pronfk 

Pudafh 

Putevl 

Refltza 

Rival 

Riaihfk 

Riga 

Rogatmef 

Romanof 

Romen 

Rofheflvenik 

Roflavl 

Ro&of 

Rfhef 

Rufa 

Rybnoy 

Rylfk 

Sadoulk 

Samara 

St.PETE&SEURG 

Sapofhok 

Saraiik 

Saranik 

Sarapul 

Saratof 

Safchiverik 

Schadrinfk 

Sc'hatzk 

Schenkurfk 

Schefchkeyef 

Schluffelburg 

Schtfchigry 

Schuya 

Sebefh 


Ekatarinoflavl 

Plcfkof 

Smolenfk 

Yaroflavl 

Nifhne  "Novgorod 

Olonetz 

Tfchernigof 

Rjezan 

Olonetz 

Kurik 

Poiotfk 


Raezan 

Mohilcf 

Yaroflavl 

Tfchernic 


St.  Peterfburg 

79 

Smolenfk 

880 

Yaroflavl 

806 

Tver 

631 

Mofco 

759 

Yaroflavl 

806 

Klurfk 

1340 

Voronetch 

1 130 

Simbirfk 

^33 

Refidevxg 

Kazan 

1030 

tlaezan 

860 

Penfa 

1276 

Viatka 

1812 

1632 

Trkutik 

9192 

rerme 

2488 

Tambcf 

1090 

Archangel 

800 

Penfa 

1.306 

St.  Petersburg 

60 

Kurik  _ 

1290 

Vladireir 

969 
I    533 

Polotfk 

595 

145.1 

950 

516 

1404 
619 

34o 
1000 

5S2 
1396 

796 
1412 


1189 

fin  n 
I  *J 

220 
996 
674 

784 

IO7O 

270 

!°53 
636 

266 

6C2 

443 
189 

300 

88 

252 

610 

400 

893 

728 

300 

130 

546 

1082 

902 

8462 

1758 

360 

848 

-  57<5 
790 
478 

239 
718 


Selenginlk 


APPENDIX,    NO.  XI. 


5*7 


Towns. 

In  what  government. 

5  from 
eterfb. 

3  . 

Ox   p 

*  0< 

►>  <r> 

> 

^     O 

K*"     CO 

Selenginfk 

Irkutfk 

6226 

5496 

4°3 

Semeonof 

Nifhne  Novgorod 

60 

Semipalatfk 

(Colyvan 

2992 

2262 

Semlianfk 

Voronetch 

I204 

464 

4Q 

Serdob 

Saratof 

11S 

Serdobol 

Viburg 

238 

Sergatfch 

Nifhne  Novgorod 

13* 

Sergiefsk 

Ufa 

35o 

Serpeifk 

Kaluga 

930 

250 

82 

Serpukhof 

Mofco 

8l8 

88 

Scvaftopol 

Tavrida 

Shiganik 

Irkutfk 

9125 

33°2 

Shifdra 

Kaluga 

1054 

320 

i*« 

Sienkof 

Tfchernigof 

286 

-Siennoi 

Mohilef 

151 

Sievlk 

Orel 

I242 

512. 

145 

Simbirjk 

I485 

745 

Simpheropol 

Tavrida 

2187 

H59 

Singileyef 

Simbirfk 

1519 

779 

49 

Skopin 

Rcezan 

1026 

296 

b8 

Slavianfk 

Ekatarinofiavl 

I446 

710 

200 

Slobodfkoy 

Viatka                   » 

I740 

IOIO 

28 

Smolen/k 

7l6 

384 

Solgalitzkaia 

Koflroma 

799 

502 

223 

Solikamfk 

Perme 

2227 

1497 

263 

Solotonofcha 

Kief 

130 

Solotfchef 

Karkof 

1459 

718 

& 

Solvytfchegodlk 

Vologda 

1086 

988 

560 

Sophia 

St.  Petersburg 

22 

706 

Sofniiza 

Novgorod  Sieverfkoi 

Spafk 

Kazan 

J34 

Spafk 

Raezan 

966 

232 

52 

Spafk 

Tambof 

1300 

570 

207 

Staraia  RufTa 

Novgorod 

306- 

664 

120 

Staritza 

Tver 

595 

237 

73 

Staro  Bykhof 

Mohilef 

984 

569 

3* 

Starodub 

Novgorod  Sleverfkoi 

1083 

480 

81 

Stavropol 

Caucafus 

Stavropol 

Simbirlk 

1589 

849 

*33 

Sterlitamazk 

Ufa 

in 

Strietenfk 

Irkutfk 

6866 

6136 

1043 

Subtzof 

Tver 

628 

28c[ 

116 

Sudogdg 
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Sudogda 

Sudfcha 

Sumy 

Suraih 

ouiathfk 

Surgut 

i>n(dal 

Svenigorod 

Sviyabik 

Sylran 

Sytfchcfka 

Tagay 

Taganrok 

Tambof 

Tara 

Tarufa 

Temnikof 

Tetyufchy 

Theodofia 

T  ichvin 

Tim 

Tiiimin 

Tobolfi 

Tomik 

Toropetz 

Torfliok 

Totma 

Troitzk 

Tro'i'tzk 

Trubtfchevfk 

Tfchaufy 

Tfchebokfar 

Tfchdyabinfk 

Tfchembar 

Tfcherdyn 

Tfcherekof 

Tfcherepovetch 

Tfcherkalk 

TJchemigof 
Tfchern 
Tfcherpoi  Yar 
TfchiftopoKye 


Vladimir 

Kurik 

Kharkof 

Pblotfk 

Novogorod  Siever(koi 
tobolik 

Vladimir 

IVlofco 

jtazah 

Simbirik 
Smolenfk 
Simbirik 
Ekatarinoflavl 

Tobolik 

Kaluga 

Fambof 

Kazan 

Tavrida 

Novgorod 

Kurik 

Tobolfk 

Tobolik 

Pfcove 

Tver 

Vologda 

Penfa 

Ufa 

Orel 

Mohilcf 

Kazan 

Ufa 

Penfa 

Perme 

Mohilef 

Novgorod 

Ekatarinofiavl 

Tula 
Saratof 
&azau 


939 
1315 

769 

3610 
936 
718 

*445 
1565 

H36 
2036 
1207 

3445 

848 

1279 

1585 

243 
1243 
2631 

2885 

43°9 
610 

5°3 
889 

1386 
1166 

2488 
2321 


1936 
1 124 

970 
1972 


212 

585 
653 
558 

2875 

209 

48 

715 

825 

219 

696 

I306 

477 
2715 

118 
549 

«55 

744 

5i3 

1901 

2155 

3579 
497 
227 
626 
656 

43* 

620 
1758 

1591 


37 
9' 

j75 

149 

141 

725 
32 

30 
123 

227 

49 
460 

560 

62 

291 

»5 

210 

64 

254. 

1424 

347 

63 

200 

134 
462 
169 

43 
124 
400 
129 

364 

82 

476 


1208 

676 

240 

1242       499 
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E     • 

5 

E  A 

O    rCl 

O    G 

Towns. 

In  what  government 

*~~     £3 

^£ 

^g. 

g  ri 

S  si 

►>  vr> 

> 

^    O 

\<    be 

Tfchuchloma 
Tfchuguyef 

nia  g 

Turinfk 

Turuchariik 

7\,vr 

Tzsrevo  Kokfliaifk 

Tzarevo  Santfchurik 

Tzaritzin 

Tzyvillk 

Ufa 

Ugiitrch 

IJrftwm 

Ufman 

Uitiugvclikoy 

Ultiofhna 

UJlfyfolfk 

Valday 

Valk 

Valky 

Vain  iky. 

Varnavin 

Vj»fil 

VeifTenftein 

Velikiy e  Luky 

Velifk 

Vencje 

Venef 

Verchney  Lomof 

Verkhotunye 

Verkhoudinlk 

VerkhcuraHk 

Vereya 

Verro 

Vefenberg 

Vefyegonik 

Vetluga 

Viafma 

Viafniky 

Vuilla 

Viiirianflrand 


Koftroma 
Kbarkof 

Tobolfk 

rroboUk 

Kazan 

Viatka 
Saratof 
Xazan 

Yaroflavl 

Vialka 

Tambof 

Vologda 

Novgorod 

Vologda 

Novgorod 

Riga 

Kharkof 

Voronetch 

Kcdiorr.a 

Nifhnq  Novgorod 

Reval 

Pfcove 

Polotlk 

Vologda 

Riga 

Tula 

Penfa 

Perme 

Irkutfk 

Ufa 

Mofco 

Riga 

Reval 

Tver 

Kcllroma 

Smolensk 

Vladimir 

Vyburg 


920 
1414 

Q!2 

2480 

619O 

568 

1354 

1772 
I39O 
1913 

734 
1C31 
1226 

1000 
450 

1400 
338 

1466 
1376 
1132 
12  55 

528 
809 

870 

860 

'339 
2503 
6116 

B11 


502 

1084 

1  ^  2  2 
190 


473 
684 
182 

1750 

5460 
162 
624 
684 

1042 
660 

1 183 
180 
901 
496 
899 
368 

1300 
392 

725 
630 
666 

5*5 

601 

598 
706 

130 
609 

im 

5388 

98 

406 
619 
221 

295 

1085 

920 
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Towns. 


Vitcbfk 

Vladi.Tilr 

Volmar 

Vologda 

Voloko  Lamfk 

Volik 

Voltfchanik 

Voronetch 

VofkrdV 

Vyburg 

V  yfchney  Volotfehok 

Vytegra' 

Yadrin 

Yakutfk 

YalutoroT 

Yambuvg 

Yaranik 

Tarcflavl 

Yegoriefsk 

Yeiabr.ga 

Yelatma 

Yeletz 

Yelna 

Yenefeifk 

Yenotaiyefsk 

Yephremof 

Yuknof 

Yurief  Pollkoy 

Yuryevelz  Povolfkoy 


In  what  government. 


Folotfk 

Riga 

Mofco 

Saratof 

Kharkof 

Mofco 

Tver       -      • 

Olonetz 

Kazan 

Irkutfk 

Tobolik 

St.  Fettriburg 

Vlatka 

Vologda 

Rae^an 
Vlatka 

Tambof 
Orel 

Smolenfk 

Tobolfk 

Aftrakhan 

Tula 

Smolenfk 

Vladimir 

Koitroma 


8  A 


>  CO 


S 

o     . 
£  2 


> 


o   c 


5  * 


729 

S*8 

902 

115 

1171 

689 

426 

712 

101 

1220 

490 

42 

140 

870- 

43  2 

298 

426 

876 

1250 

520 

8309 

7579 

2715 

1985 

ill 

854 

1706 

972 

1721 

1147 

830 

2  43 

814 

80 

1055 

325 

1094 

364 

326 

5032 

4300 

2084 

«354 

1024 

294 

251 

820 

90 

974 

347 

109 

103 


no 

60 


186 

2486 

254 

202 

721 

95 

373 
264 

183 

90 

2147 

112 
194 

5o 
■  172' 
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